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P R E "T A C E. 

THESE celebrated Travels, which were 
performed in the years 1768, 1769, 
1770, 1771, 1772, and 1773, abound with 
events fo wonderful and extraordinary, that 
were not the charafter of Mr. Bruce indifpu- 
tably eftablifhed, a common reader would be, 
induced to look upon this work as the fabrica- 
tion of a romantic brain. Wherever we at- 
tend Mr. Bruce through travels acconipliflied 
with fuch aftonifliing perfeverance and intrepi- 
dity, whether we follow him through barren 
and burning fandy deferts, or view him fur- 
rounded by tribes of treacherous and blood- 
thirfly favages, in every f.tuation, the*pro- 
tecSting hand of that over-ruling power whofe 
particular providence fome fceptics have been 
hardy enough to difpute, appears eminently 
ftriking and apparent. 

The fcience of Geography has received ma- 
terial improvements from the Diicoveries of 
Mr. Bruce: the latitude and longitude, the 
cuftoms and manners, laws and commerce, of 
many nations, unvifited before by any Euro- 
pean, are here brought forth to the infpedipn 
of the curious. 

Notwithftanding the utility and pleafure that 
may be derived from Mr. Bruce's Travels, yet 

that 
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iv PREFACE. 

■that work, occupying five large volumes in 

« quarto, and being fold ibr five guineas, but few 

individuals can afford to purchafe it. In order, 

therefore, that the generality of readers might 

. not be debarred from the perufal of a work> 
fraught with fo much entertaining and inte- 
rcfting information, I have been induced to 
write the following Narrative, extrafted from 
thofe celebrated travels j and I flatter myfelf, 
that on a fair and candid perufal, I fhall appear 
to have brought into the compafs of a fingle vo- 
lume, every thing worthy the.rcader's attention 
tiut is to be met with in the original wc^k. 



6. S. 
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Preface to the Third Edition. 



THE very flattering Succefe which has 
attended the firft and fecond Editions- 
of this Abridgment, irrefiftably calls for the 
warmeft acknowledgments of the Editor : and, 
to fhew how much he is imprefled with grati- 
tude, has now added Six capital Engravings, 
five of which are taken from the moft interefting 
Paflagcs in the Work -, the other is a Head of 
the indefatigable Traveller, from an accurate 
Likenefs, which Has been carefully preferved. 

Notwithftanding thefc profufe embellifli- 
ments, which has confiderably increafed the ex- 
pence, the Editor has rejedted every pecuniary 
motive, by affixing One Shilling only to the ori- 
ginal Price : and having now united elegance ' 
with information^ he fearlefsly throws himfelf: 
once more on the candour of the Public. 
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INTRODUCTION. 



TH E difcovcry of the Source of the Nile wts a 
fubjedt of frequent conTerfation between Mr. 
Bruce and his friends ; but it was always mentioned to 
liim with a kind ofiiiflidencei as if to be expeded f rom 
A more experienced traveller. Whether this was but 
another way of exciting him to the attempt, he does not 
prefume to,&y ; but his heart in that infbiot did him 
the juftice to fuggeft, that this too, was either to be 
atchieved by him, or to remain, as it had done for 
thefe laft two thoufand years, a defiance to all travel- 
lers, and fltn opprobrium to geography. 

Fortune feemed apparently to favour this fcheme. 
For at the very inllant, Mr. Afpinwall, very cruelly 
and igaominiouily treated by" the Dey of Algiers, had 
re&gned his confulfhip, and Mr. Ford, a merchant, for- 
merly the Dey *s acquaintance, was^named in his place. 
Mr. Ford was appointed, and dying a few days Hfter^ 
the confulihip* became vacant* Lord Halifax prelTed 
Mr. Bruce to accept of this, as containing all fort of 
conveniencies for making the propofed expedition. 

He had all his life applied unweariedly to drawing, 
the pradlice of mathematics, and efpecially that part 
neceffary to aftronomy. The tranfit of Venus was at 
hand. It was certainly known that it would be vifible 
once at Algiers, and there was great reafon to cxpe6t 
it might be twice. He furniflied himfelf with a large 
apparatus of inftruments, the completeft of their kind 
for the obfervation. It was a pleafurc to Mr. Bruce 
ro know, that it was not from a folitary defart, but from 
his qfwn hou£e at Algiers, he could deliberately take 
meafurcs to place himfelf in the lill of men of fcicnce 
B of 
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5 INTRODUCTION. 

ef all nations, who ^erc then preparing for the fame 
:fcientific purpofe. 

Thus preparedjhe fet out for Italy, through France; 
and on his arrival at Rome, he received orders to pro- 
ceed to Naples, there to ivait his majefly's further 
commands. Having flopped a fhort time there, he re- 
ceived orders to proceed to take pofTeffion of his con- 
ful(hip. He returned without Igfs of time .to Rome, 
an'd thence to Leghorn, where, having embarked on 
board the Montreal man of war, he arrived at Algiers. 
While he was providing himfelf with inflruments at 

Xondon, he thought of one, which, though in a very 
fmall form and imperfedt flate,. had been of great en- 
tertainment and ufc to him ia former travels ; this is 
called a Camera Obfcura, the idea of which he had iirfl 
taken from the "Spe6lacle 4e la Nature of, the Abbe 
Vertot. But the prefent one was conllrudted upon his 
own principles. Its body was an hexagon of fix feet 
diameter, with a conical top ; in this, as in a fummer- 
houfe, the draughtfman fat unfeen, and performed his 

' drawing. 

After Mr. Bruce had fpent a year at Algiers, con- 

ilant converfation with the natives whilft abroad, and 
with his manufcripts within doors, had qualified him 

..to appear in any part of the continent without the help 

• of an interpreter. - . 

Bufinefs of a private nature having at this time obli- 

t ged Mr. Bruce to take a voyage to Mahon, he failed 
from Algiers, after having taken leave of the Dey, who 

-furniflied him with the necelTary pafsports, and alfo 
gave him recommendatory letters to the Bey of Tunis 

.and Tripoli Being difappointed in his views at Ma- 
hon, he failed in a fmall velfel from that port, and, hav- 
ing a fair wind, in a fliort time mode the coall of Afri- 
ca, and landed at Bona, a confiderable town. It fiands 
on a large plain, part of which feems to have been once 
- overflowed by the fea. its trade confifts now in th€ 
exportation of wheat, when, in plentiful years, that 
trade is permitted by the government of Algiers, The 
ifland is famous for a coral fifliery, and along the coaft 
are immenfe forefls of large beautiful oaks, more than 
fufficient to fupfly the neceffities of all the maritime 

powers^! 
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INTRODUCTION. 5 

|)0'\^'«rs in the Levant, if the qiwlity of the wood be but 
equal to the fize and beauty of the tree. 

Afterafavourablc voyage, he arrived at Tunis, which 
is a large and flourifliing city. The people are more ^ 
civilized than in Algiers, and the government milder, 
but the climate is very far from being fo good. Tunis 
is low, hot, and damp, and deftitute of good water, 
with which Algiers is fupplicd from a thou fund fprings. 

Having delivered his letters from the Bey, and ob- 
tained permiffion to vifit the country in whatever direc- 
tion he Ihould pleafe, he fet out on his inland journey 
through the kingdoms of Algiers and Tunis. He found 
at Dugga a large fcene of ruins, among which one 
building was eafily dillinguifliable. It was a large 
temple of the Corinthian order, all of Parian marble, 
the columns fluted, the cornice highly ornamented in 
the very beft ftyle of fculpture. In the tympanum is 
an eagle flying to heaven, with a human figure upon 
his back, which, by the many infcrlptions that are flill 
' remaining, feems to be intended for that of Trajan, and 
the apotheofis of that emperor to be the fubje(5t, the 
temple having been eredfed by Adrian to that prince, 
his benefactor and predeceflbr. ; 

From Dugga he continued the upper road to Keff, 
through the pleafant plains inhabited by the Welled 
Yagoube, He then proceeded to Hydra, a frontier 
place between the two kingdoms of Algiers and Tunis, 
as KefF is alfo. It is inhabited by a tribe of Arabs, 
whofe chief is a manibout, or faint ; thefe Arabs are 
immenfely rich, paying no tribute either to Tunis or 
Algiers. The pretence for this exemption is a very 
Angular one. By the inflitution of their founder, they 
are obliged to live upon lions flefli for their daily food, 
as far as they can procure it; wi:h this they ftri6lly 
comply, and, in, con fide ration of the utility of thi* 
their vow, they are not taxed, like the other Arabs, 
with payments to the flatc. The confequcnce of this 
life is, that they are excellent and welUarmed horfc- 
men, exceedingly bold and undaunted hunters. It is 
generally imagined, indeed, that thefe confiderations, 
and that of their fituation on the frontier, have as 
much influence in procuring them exciBi^tion from 
taxes, as "the utility of their vow. ^ 

B 2 From 
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4. INTRODUCTION. 

From Hydra he paiTedto the ancient Tipafa, another 
•Roman colony^ going by the fame name to this day. 
Here is a more extenlivc fcene of ruins. There is a^ 
large temple, and a four- faced triumphal arch of the 
Corinthian order, in the very bed talte ; both of which 
are now in the colle6tion of the king. 

From hence he continued his journey in ailraight 
line nearly S. E. and arrived at Mcdrallicm, a fiiperb 
pile of building, the fepulchre of Syphax, and the other 
kings of Numidia, and where, as the Arabs believes, 
were alfo depofited the treafurcs of thofe kings. Air 
vancing Hill to the S. E. through broken ground and 
fome very barren vallies, which produced nothing but 
game, he came to Jibbel Aurez, the Auralius Mons of 
the middle age. This is not one mountain, but an af^ 
fcmblage of many of the mod craggy fteeps in Africa. 

Having proceeded to the north-caft as tar as Tnber- 
foke, he returned to Dugga, and from thence to Tunis« 
His next journey Jthrough Tunis, was by Zowan, 4i 
'high, mountain, where is a large aqueduct which for- 
Jncrly carried its water to Carthage. 

Having continued his journey along the coaft t6 
Sufa, through a fine country planted with olive trees, 
-he came agam to Timisi not only without difagreeable 
ticcident, but without any interruption from fickneit 
or other caufe. He then took leave of the Bey, and, 
PfXih the acknowledgments ufual on fuch occafions, 
again fet out from Tunis, on a very ferious journey in- 
deed, over the defert to Tripoli, the firilpart of which 
tV'as to Gabs, and from thehce to the ifland of Gerba. 

^bout four days journ^ from Tripoli, Mr. Bruce 
-met the Emir Hadjc conducting the caravan of pilgrimi 
from Fez and Sus in Morocco, all acrofs Africa to 
Mecca, that is, from the Weftern Ocean to the weilera 
banks of the Red Sea, in the kiogdc 'i of Sennaar. He 
.was a middle-aged man, uncle to the prefent emperor, 
-of a very uncomely, llupid kind of countenance. His 
caravan contiiled of about 3000 men, and, as his peo* 
pie faid, from 12,000 to 14,000 camels, part loaded 
with merchandife, part with Ikins of water, flour and 
other kuids of food ; they were a fcurvy, diforderly, 
unarmed pack, and when our traveller's horfemen, 
though but fifteen in number, came up with them in 

the 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



INTRODirCTION, f 

die ^rey of the morningy they (hewed great fij^ns of 
trepidation, and were already flying in contufion. 
When informed who they were, their fears ceafed, and, 
after the ufual manner of cowards, they became ex-- 
tremcly infolent. 

Being arrived at Tripoli, he fent an-Englifh fervant- 
from thence to Smyrna with his books, drawings, and ' 
fupernumerary inuruments, retaining only extracts 
from fuch authors as might be neceffary for him in the 
Pentapolis, or other parts of the Cyrenaicum. He 
then crofTcd the Gulf of Sydra, formerly known by the 
name of the Syrtis Major, and arrived at Bengazi, the 
ancient Berenice, built by Ptolemy Philadelphus* 

The brother of the Bey of Tripoli, who commanded 
here, was a young mai\, as weak in underftanding as he 
was in health. All the province was in extreme con« %^ 

fufion. Two tribes of Arabs, occupying the territory * -f 

to the weft of the town, who in ordinary years, and in j 

time of peace, were the fources of its wealth and plenty^ . 
bad, by the mifmanagement of the Bey, entered into a 
violent quarrel. The tribe that lived moft to the well- 
ward, and which was reputed the weakeft, had beat the 
jnofl numerous that was neareft the town, and driven 
them within its walls. The inhabitants of Bengaz 
had for a year before been labouring under a fevere 
famine, and by this accident about four thoufand per- 
fons, of all ages and fexes, were forced in upon them, 
when perfcdly deftitute of every neceffary. Ten or 
twelve people were found dead every mght in the 
ilreets, and life was faid in many to be fupported by 
food that huiTian nature fhudders at the thoughts of. 
Impatient to fly from thefe fcenes^ Mr. Bruce prevailed 
on the Bey to fend him out fome diftance to the fouth« - 
ward, among the Arabs, where famine did not rage with 
fuch violence. 

He encompaffeda great part of the Pentapolis, vifited 
the ruins of Arfinoe, and received neither infult nor 
injury. Finding nothing at Arfinoe nor Barca, he con- 
tinued his journey toRas Sem, the petrified city, con- 
cerning which fo many ridiculous tales were tola by the 
Tripoline ambaffador, Caffem Aga, at the beginning of 
this century, and all believed in England, though they 
carried falfehood upon the very face of them. 

B 3 Now 
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* INTRODUCTION. 

Now approaching the fea coaft, he came to Ptolo- 
meta, where be met a Greek junk belonging to Lampe- . 
dofa, a little ifland near Crete, which had been unload- 
ing corn, and was now ready to fail. At the fame time 
the Arabs of Ptolometa told him, that the Welled AH, 
a powerful tribe that occupy the whole country be • 
tween that place and x\lexandria, were at war among 
thcmfelves, and had plundered the caravan of Mo- 
rocco, and that the pilgrims compoling it had mo{l:ly 
perifhed, having been fcattered in the defert without 
water ; that a great famine had been at Derna, the 
neighbouring town, to which Mr. Bruce intended to 
go ; that a plague had followed, and the town, which 
IB divided into upper and lower, was engaged in a civil 
war. This torrent of ill news was irrefiiHble, and was 
of a kind Ke did not propofe to ftruggle with ; befides, 
there wa« nothing, as far as he knew, that merited the 
rilk. He refolved, therefore, to fly from this inhofpi- 
table coaft, and fave to the public, at leall,. that know- 
ledge and entertainment he had acquired for them. 
. He embarked on board the Greek veffel, very ill ac» 
coutred, as he afterwards found, and, though it had 
plenty of fail, it had not an ounce of ballaft. A num- 
ber of people, men, women and children, flying from 
the calamities which attend famine, crowded in un- 
known to him ; but the paflTage was fliort, the vefl^l. 
light, and the mafter, as was fuppofed, well accuftomed 
to thofe feas. The contrary of this, however, was the 
truth, as he learned afterwards, when too late, for he 
was an abfolute landfman ; proprietor indeed of the 
veflTel, but this had been his firft voyage. They failed 
;^t dawn of day in very favourable and pleafant wea- 
ther. It was the beginning of September, and a light 
and fteady breeze, though not properly fair, pronfiifed 
a fliort and agreeable voyage ; but it was not long be- 
fore it turned frefli and cold ; a violent fliower of hail 
came on, and the clouds were gathering as if for thun- 
der. Mr. Bruce obferved that they gained no ofling, 
and hoped, if the weather turned bad, to perfuade 
the captain to put intoBengazi, for one inconvenience 
^ he prefently difcovercd, that they had not provifion 
on board for one day. 

The 
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The wind, however, became contrary, and blew a 
violent ilorm. The velTel being in her trim with large 
latine fails, fell violently to leeward, and they fcarce 
had weathered the cape that makes the entrance into 
the harbour of Bengazi, which is a very bad one, 
when all at once it Itruck upon a funken rock, and 
feemed to be fet down upon it. The wind at that in- 
flant feemed providentially to calm ; but our traveller 
nofooner obferved the fhip had flruck, than he began 
to think of his own fituation. They were not far from 
fhore, but there was an exceeding great fwell at fea.. , 
Two boats were fiill towed aitern of them, and had nqt 
been hoifled in. Roger M'Cormack, Mr. Bruce's Irifli 
fe-rvant, had been a failor on board the Monarch before 
he deferted to the Spanifli fervice. He and the other, : 
who had likewife been a failor, prefently unlaflied the 
largell boat, and all three got down into her, followed 
by a multitude of people whom they could not hinder,, 
and there was, indeed, fomething that bordered oa 
cruelty, in-preveniing poor people from iifm;;- the {kn>* 
means that they had done for preferving their lives. . 
The moft that could be done was, to get loofe from the^ . 
fliip as foon as pollible, and two" oars were prepared to 
row the boat aihore. Our traveller had flripped him- 
felf to a fliort under-waiftcoat aad linen drawers ; a lilk 
fadi, or girdle, was wrapt round him ; a pencil, fmall 
pocket-book, and watch, were in the breall-pocket of 
his waiftcoat ; two Moorifh and two Englifli fervants 
followed him ; the reft more wife remained on board. 

They were not twice the length of the boat from 
the veflel, before a wave very nearly filled the bo it. 
A howl of defpair from thofe that were in her (hewed 
their helplefs llate, and that they were confcious of a 
danger they could not fliun. Mr. Bruce faw the fate 
of all w*as to be decided by the very next wave that was 
rolling in ; and apprehenfive that fome woman, child, 
ov^ helplefs man would lay hold of hirti, and entangle 
his arms or legs, and weigh him down, he cried to his 
fcTvants, both in Arabic and Englifli, " We are all loft ; 
if. you canfwim, follow me :" he then let himfelf down 
in the face of the wave. Whether that, or the next, 
filled the boat, he knows not, as he went to leeward to 
" B 4 make 
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make hrs difhnce as great as poffible. He was a ^oo<}; 
ilroDgf and pra6tifed Avimmer, in the flower ot life» 
full of health, trained to exircife and fatigue of every^ 
kind. All this, however, which might have availed 
much in deep water, was not fufiicient when he came 
to the furf. He received a violent blow upon his 
breaft from the eddy wave and reflux, which feemed as 
given him by a large branch of a tree^ thick cord, or 
iome elaftic weapon. It threw him upon his back, 
made him fwallow a confiderable quantity of water^ 
and had then almoft fuffocated him. 

Our traveller avoided the next wave, by dipping hia 
head, and letting it pafs over, but found himfelf breath* 
lefs, exceedingly weary and exhaufted. The land, how- 
ever, was before him, and clofe at hand, A large wave 
floated him up. He had the profped of efcape ililt 
nearer, and endeavoured tp prevent himfelf from going 
back into the furf. His heart was flrong, but flrength 
was apparently failing, by being involuntarily twiited 
«bont, and frruck on the face and breafl by the violencd 
•t the ebbing wave : it now feemed as if nothing re- 
mained but to give up the flruggle, and refign td his 
deftiny. Before he did this, he funk to found if he 
could touch the ground, and found that he reached the 
fand with his feet, though the water was flill rather 
deeper than his mouth. The fuccefs of this experiment 
infufed into him fhe ftrength of ten men, and he drove 
manfully, taking advantage of floating only with the 
influx of the wave, and prcferving his ftrength for the 
ilruggle againft the ebb, which, by finking and touching 
the ground, he now made more eafy. At laft, finding 
his hands and knees upon the fands, he fixed his nails 
into it, and obftinately refifted being carried back at all, 
crawling a few feet when the fea had retired. He had 
perfedly loft his recolle6lion and underftanding, and 
after creeping fo far as to be out of the reach of the fea, 
he fuppofes he fainted, for from that time he was totally 
infenfible of every furrounding object. 

In this critical fituation, the Arabs, who live two 
fliort miles from the (hore, came down in crowds to 
plunder the veffel. One of the boats was thrown afhore, 
there was one yet with the wreck, which fcarcely ap- 
peared 
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peared with its gunnel above water, and everf moment 
leemed ready to iink. All the people were now taken 
on ihore, and thofe only loll who perifhed in the boat. 
What firfl awakened Mr. Bruce from this femblancc of 
death, was a blow with the butt-end of a lance, fhod 
with iron, upon the jun^ure of the neck with the back- 
bone. This produced a violent fenfation of pain ; bat 
it was a mere accident the blow was not with the point, 
for the fmall, fhort waiftcoat, which had been made at 
Algiers, the fafli and drawers^ all in the Turkiili fafiiion, 
made the Arabs believe that he was a Turk; and after 
many blows, kicks, and curfes, they flript him of the 
little cloathing he had, and left him naked. They ufed 
the reft in the fame manner, and then went to their 
boats to look for the drowned bodies. 

After having received this difcipline, he had walked*. ^ 
or crawled up among fome white, fandy hillocks, where 
he fat down and concealed himfelf as much as pofiible. 
The weather was then warm, but the evening promifed 
to be cooler, and it was fafl drawing on } there wa» 
great danger to be apprehended if he approached th^ 
tents where the women where while he was naked, for 
in this cafe it was very probable he would receive ano- 
ther bafiinado fomething worfe than the firll. Still he 
was fo confufed that he had not recolleded he could 
fpeak to them in their own language, and it now only 
came into his mind, that by the gibberifli, in imitation 
^f Turkiih, which the Arab had uttered to him while 
lie was beating and flripping him, he took him for a 
Turk, and to this mistake, he probably owed his ill 
treatment. 

An elderly looking man, and a number of young 
Arabs, came up to him where he was fitting. He gave ^ 
them the falute &alamAiicum ! which was only return- 
ed by one young man, in a tone as if he wondered at 
his impudence. The old man then aiked him, whether 
he was a Turk, and what he had to do there } He re- 
plied he was no Turk', but a poor Chrilltan phyfician, 
a Dervifii that went about the world feeking to do good 
for God's fake, was then Hying from famine, and going 
to Greece to get bread. He then alked him if he was a 
Cretan i He m,^^ ke>ad never been in Crete^ but came 
.B 5 from 
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from Tunis, and was returning to that town, having^ 
loft every thing he had in the fhipwreck of that vefleh 
He faid this in fo defpairing a tone, that there was na 
doubt left with the Arab that the fa<5t was true. A 
ragged, dirty baracan was immediately thrown over 
him, and he was ordered up to a tent, in the ejid of 
which flood a long fpear thruft through it, the Ara- 
bian mark of fovereign diftin6lion« 

The Shekh of the tribe, who being in peaCe with 
the Bey of Bengazi, and alfo with the Shekh of Ptolo- 
meta, after marly qoelHons, ordered our traveller a 
plentiful fupper, of which all his fervants partook, none 
of them having periihed. A multitude of confulta- 
tions followed on their complaints; of which he freed 
himfelf in the belt manner he could, alledging the lofs. 
of all his medicines. 

After flaying two days among them, the Shekh re- 
flored to them all that had been taken from them, and 
mounting them upon camels, and giving them a con- 
ductor, he forwarded them to Bengazi, where they ar- 
rived the fecond day in the. evening. From thence he 
fenta compliment to the Shekh, and with it a man 
from the Bey, intreating that he would ufe all poflible 
means to fifli up fome of his cafes, for which he aflured- 
him he fliould not mifs a handfome reward. Promifea 
and thanks were returned, but Mr. Bruce never heard, 
further of his inftrumcnts ; all he recovered was a fil- 
ver watch of Ellicot, the work of which had been taken, 
out and broken, fome pencils and a fmall port-folio, in 
which were flwctches of Ptalemeta ; his pocket-book 
too was found, but his pencil was loll, being in a com- 
mon filver cafe, and with them all the aflronoraical 
obfervations which' he had made in Barbary. He there 
loll a fextant, a paralla(fl:ic inftrument, a time-piece, a 
jefleding telefcope, an achromatic one, with many 
drawings, a copy of M. de la Caille's ephemerides 
down to the year i77^,muchtobe regretted,as being full 
• of manufcript marginal notes ; a fmall camera obfcura,. 
fome guns, pillols, a blunderbufs, and feveral other 
articles of lels value. 

At Bengazi Mr. Bruce found a fmall French (loop, 
the mafter of which had been often at Algiers w^hen he 
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waft conful there. He had even, as the mafter remem- 
bered, done him fome little fervicc, for which, con- 
trary to the cuilom of that fort of people, he was very 
grateful. He had come there laden with corn, and was 
going up the Archipelago, or towards the Morea, for 
more. The cargo he had brought was but a mite com- 
pared to the necellities of the place ; it only relieved 
the foldiers for a time, and many people of all ages and 
fexes were flill dying every day. 

The harbour of Bengazi being full of fifli, Mr- 
Bruce's company caught a great quantity with afmall 
Bct ; they likewife procured a multitude with the line, 
enough to have maintained a larger number of perfons 
than the family confifled of; they got vinegar, pepper, 
and a quantity of onions ; they had little bread it is 
true, but Hill their indullry kept them very far from 
Harving. They endeavoured to inilrudl thefe wretches, 
gave them packthread and fome coarfe hooks, by which' 
they might have fubfifled with the fmalleft attention • 
and trouble ; but they would rather ttarve in multi- 
tudes, driving to pick up lingle grains of corn, that 
were fcattercd upon the beach by the buriling of the 
facks, or the inattention of the mariners^ than take the 
pains to watch one hour at the flowing of the tide for 
excellent fifli, where, after taking one, they were fure ; 
of being mailers of multitudes till it was flood tide. 

The captain of this little veflel loft no time. He had 
done his bulinefs well, and though he was returning for 
another cargo, yet he cheerfully offered Mr. Bruce what 
part of his money he fliould want. . They then failed 
with a fair wind, and in four or five dayseafy weather 
landed at Canea, a confiderable fortified place at the 
weft end of the illand of Crete. Here our traveller was 
taken dangeroully^ ill, occafionedby the bathing and ex- 
traordinary exertions in the fea of Ptolometa, nor was 
he in the leaft the better from the beating he had receiv- 
ed,»of ^hich he very long afterwards bore the marks. 

From Canea he failed for Rhodes, and there met with, 
his books; he then proceeded toCaftelroflb, on the coaft 
of Caramania, and was there credibly informed that 
there were very magnificent remains of ancient build- 
iogs> a fliort way from the (hore, on the oppoficc conti- 
B j6 iitxiXi' ' 
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ncnt, Caramania is a part of Afia Minor yet unex- 
plored. But his illnefs cncreafing, it was impoffible to 
execute, or take any meafures to fecure protection, or 
do the bufinefs fafely ; fo he was forced to relinquifli 
this difcovery to fome more fortunate traveller. 

Mr. Bruce, during his flay at Canea, wrote by way 
•f France, and again while at Rhodes by way of Smyr-» 
lia, to particular friends both in London and France, 
informinff them of his difaftrous fituation, and jdefiring 
them to lend him a, moveable quadrant or fextant, as 
near as poffible to two feet radius, more or lefs, a time- 
keeper, ftop-watch, a reflc6ling telefcope, and one of 
DoUand's achromatic ones, as near as poffible to three 
feet refledors, with feveral other articles of which he 
Was then in much want. 

Our traveller received from Paris and London much 
about the fame time, and as if it had been dxtftated by 
the fame perfon, nearly the fame anfwer, which was 
this, that every body was employed in making inftru- 
ments for Danlfh, Swedifh, and other foreign aftrono' 
jtiers ; that all thofe which were completed had been 
bought up, and without waiting a conlidcrable, inde- 
finite time, nothing could be had that could be depend- 
ed upon. 

Mr. Bruce, ffnding himfelf much hurt by falfe reports 
that had been raifed againft him in Europe, and fcdng 
himfelf fo treated in return for fo complete a journey 
as he had then adtually terminated, thought it below 
him to facniice the beft years of his life to daily paia 
and danger, when the impreffion it made in the breafta 
of his countrymen fcemed to be fo weak, fo infinitely 
' "unworthy of them or him. One thing only detained 
him from returning home ; it was his defire of fulfilling 
his promife to his fovereign, and of adding the ruins 
of ralmyra to thofe of Africa, already fecured and 
out of danger. 

In the firu glow of his refentments, he renounced all 
thoughts of the attempt to difcover the fources of the 
Nile, and he repeated his orders no more for either 
quadrant, telefcope, or time-keeper. He had pencils 
and paper ; and luckily his large camera obfcura, 
which had efcaped the gataArophQ of Fcolometa, was 
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arrived from Smyrna. He therefore began to look 
about for the means of obtaining; feafiblc and fafe mc^ 
thods of repeating the famous journey to Palmyra. 

From Smyrna, Mr. Bruce went to Tripoli in Syria, 
and 'thence to HaiBa. From thence he would have 
gone fouthward to Balbcc, but it was then befieged by 
Emir Youfef prince of the Drufes, a Pagan nation, 
living upon mount Libanus. Upon that he returned 
to Tripoli, in Syria, and after fome time fet out for 
Aleppo, travelling northward along the plain of Jeune, 
betwixt mount Lebanon and the fea. He vifited the 
ancient Byblus, and bathed with pleafure in the rivcf 
Adonis. All here is clalTic ground. He faw feveral 
confiderable ruins of Grecian archiledture all very 
much defaced. 

He paifed Latikea, and then came to Antioch, and 
afterwards to Aleppo. The fever and ague, which he 
had firfl caught in his cold bath at Bengali, had re- 
turned upon him with great violence, after paffingond 
night encamped in the mulberry gardens behind Sidon. 
It had returned in very (light paroxyfms feveral times, 
but laid hold of him with more than ordinary violence 
on his arrival at Aleppo, where became juft in time to 
the houfe of Mr. Belville, a French merchant, to 
whom he was addreffed for his credit. Had it not beea 
for the kind attention and fltilful advice he here met 
with, it is probable hid travels would have ended at 
Aleppo. 

Mr. Bruce, having j>erfe<aiy recovered his health, 
began to think of his journey to Palmyra. He fet 
out at a time appointed for Hamath, where he found 
hid conductor, and proceeded to Haffia. The river 
which palTes thipough the plains where they cultivate 
, their beft tobacco, is the Orontes; it was fo fwollea 
with rain, which had fallen in the mountains, that 
the ford was no longer vifible. Stopping at two mifer- 
able huts inhabited by a bale fet called Turcomans, 
our traveUer aflted the mafter of one of them to Ihew 
him the ford, which he very readily undertook to do, 
and Mr* Bruce went, for the length of fome yards, oA 
rough, hut very hard and folid ground. The current 
^ctbrc lum was, hgwevcr^ fo yioleat, th^t he had more 
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than once a defire to turn back, but, not fufpe<rtihgpi 
any thing, he continued, when on a fudden both he 
and his horfe fell out of their depth into the river. 

Our traveller had a rifle gun flung acrofs his 
ihoulder, ,with a buff belt and fwiveU As long as. 
that held, it fo embarralTed his hands and legs that, 
he could not fwim, and muft have funk ; but luckily 
th^ fvvivel gave way, the gun fell to the. bottom of- 
the river,, and was picked up in dry weather by order> 
of the balha, at the defire of the French merchants, 
who kept it for a relick. He and his horfe fwam fepa- 
rately afliore; at a fmall diilance from thence was a. 
caphar, or turnpike, to which, when he came to dry 
himfelf, the man told him, that the place where he* 
had crofled was the remains of a flone bridge now en- 
tirely carried away ; where he hadfirft entered was one 
of the wings of the bridge, from which he had fallen, 
into the fpacc the firfl: arch occupied, one of the deepell 
parts of the river ; that the people who had mifguided 
him were an infamous fet of banditti, and that he might 
be thankful, on many accounts, that he had made fuch 
an efcape from them, and was now on the oppofite fide« 
He then prevailed on the caphar man to fhew his fer-. 
vants the right ford. 

From Haflia they proceeded with their conductor ta 
Cariateen, where, an old man on horfeback, one from 
the Mowalli, and another from the Anney tribe, ac- 
companied them to Palmyra : the tribes gave them ca^ 
mels for more commodious travelling, and they palTed 
the defert between Cariateen and Palmyra in a day and 
two nights, going conftantly without lleeping.. 

J u ft before they came in fight of the ruins, they af- 
cended a hill of white gritty flone, in a very narrow^ 
winding road, fuch as is called a pafs, and, when ar^ 
rived at the top, there opened before them the moft 
aftonifliing, llupendous light that perhaps ever appeared 
to mortal eyes. The whole plain below, which was 
very extenfive, was covered fo thick with magnificent, 
buildings as that the one feemed to touch the other, all 
of fine proportions, all of agreeable forms, all compofed 
of white ftones, which at that diilance appeared like 
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marble. At the end of it ftood the palace of the fun, 
a building worthy to clofe fo magnificent a fcene. 

. Mr. Bruce had no intention to publilli any thing 
concerning Palmyra, as Mr. Wood had already done 
foraething of that kind ; befides, he thought it would 
have been a violation of his firft principle, not to inter- 
fere \«ith the labours of others ; and if this was a rule 
lie inviolably obferved as to Grangers, every fentiraent 
of reafop and gratitude obliged him to pay the faine re- 
fpe6l to the labours of his friend Mr. WQod. 

Before their departure from Palmyra, he obferved its 
latitude with a Hadley's quadrant from reflection. The 
inftrument had probably warped in carriage, as the in- 
dex went unpleafantly, and as it were by ffarts, fo that 
he does not pretend to give^ this for an exa6t obferva- 
tion ; yet, after all the care he could take, he only ap- 
prehended that 33° 58' for the latitude of Palmyra, . 
would be nearer the truth than any other. Again, that . 
the diftance from the coaft in a ftraight line being 160 
miles, and that remarkable mountainous cape on the. 
coaft of Syria, between Byblus and Tripoli, known by 
the name of Theoprofopon, being nearly due weft, or; 
under the fame parallel with Palmyra, he conceived the 
longitude of that city to be nearly 37° i/ from theob- - 
fcrvatory of Greenwich. 

Mr* Bruce proceeded from Palmyra to Balbec, dif- • 
tant about 130 miles, and arrived the fame. day that 
Emir Youfef had reduced the town and fettled the go^ 
vernment, and was decamping from it on his return 
home. This was the luckieft moment poffible for our 
traveller, as he was the Emir's friend, and had obtained 
liberty to do there what he pleafed ; and to this indul- 
gence was added the great convenience of the Emir's 
abfence, fo that he was not troubled by the obfervance 
of any court-ceremony or attendance, or teazed with 
impertinent queftions. 

Balbec is pleafantly fituated in a plain on the weft of 
Anti Libanus, is finely, watered, and abounds in gar- 
dens. It is about fifty miles from Haflia, and about 
thirty from the neareft fea-coaft, which is the fituation 
of the ancient Byblus. The interior of the great temple 
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<>f Balbec, fuppofed to be that of the fun, furpafles any 
thing at Palmyra. 

Paffing by Tyre, from curiofity only, Mr. Bruce 
came to be a mournful witncfs of the truth of that pro* 
phecy, that Tyre, the queen of nations, ihould be a 
rock for fifhers to dry their nets on. Two wretched 
fifhermen, with roiferable nets, having juft given over 
their occupation with very little fuccefs, he engaged 
them, at the expence of their nets, to drag in thofe 
places where they faid fhell-fifli might be caught, in 
hopes to have brought out one of the famous purple*fiih* 
He>did not fucceed, but in this he fuppofes he was as 
lucky as the old fifhers had ever been. The purple«fifli 
at Tyre fcems to have been only a concealment of their 
knowledj^e of cochineal, as, had they depended upon 
the fifli ror their dye, if the whole city of Tyre applied 
to nothing elfe but Miing, they would not have colour* 
cd twenty yards of cloth in a vear. Much fatigued, but 
fatisfied beyond meafure with what he had feen, our 
traveller arrives at Sidon in good health. 

We have now accompanied Mr. Bruce to Sidon, 
from whence he fet out on his difcdvery of the Source . 
of the Nile, an^ which forms the fubjed of the fol<- 
lowing iheets. 
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Tie Author^ f Travels in Egyft-^Foyagi in the Red Sm^ 

till bis Arrival at Mafuah* 

MR, BRUCE failed from Sidon^ on the 15th of 
June, 1768, bound for the Ifland of Cyprus, the 
wind being favourable, and the weather clear and hot. 

On the 1 6th, at dawn of day, our traveller faw a 
high hill, which from its particular form, defcribcd by 
Strabo, he took for Mount Olympus. It is very Angu- 
lar, that Cyprus fliould be fo long undifcovered ; ftiipai 
had been ufed in the Mediterranean 1 700' years before 
Chrift ; yet, though only a day's failing from the Con- 
tinent of Afia on the north and eall, and little more 
from that of Africa on the fouth, it was not known at 
the building of Tyre, a little before the Trojan war, 
that is, 500 years after fhips had been paffing to and 
fro in the furrounding feas* 

A great many medals, though very few of them good, 
arc dug up in Cyprus ; iilver ones, of very excellent 
workmanmip, are found near Paphos, of very little value 
in the eyes of antiquarians, being chiefly of towns, of 
the fixe of thofe found at Crete and Rhodes, and all the 
iHands of the Archipelago. Intaglioithere arc fome 
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few, part in very excellent Greek ftyle, and generally- 
upon better (lones than ufual in the iilands. 

On the 17th of June they left Lernica, about four 
o'clock in the afternoon, and on the i8th, a little be- 
fore twelve o'clock, a very frefh and favtrurable breeze 
came from the N. W. ard they pointed their prow di- 
red\ly, as they thought, upon Alexandria. 

- The 20th of June, early in the iiwrning, our travel- 
ler had a dillant profpe6l of Alexandria riling from the 
fca. On the firft view of the city, the riiixture of old 
monuments, fuch as the Column of Pompey, with the; 
high moorifli towers and fteeples, raife ourexpedations 
of the confequence of the ruins we are to find ; but the • 
moment we are in port, the illufion ends, and we diftin- 
guifh the immenfe Herculean works of ancient times,, 
now few in number, from the ill-imagined, ill-con- 
llrudted, and imperfciSi: buildings, of the feveral barba- 
rous mafters of Alex5^ndria in later a^^es. There are 
two ports, the Old and the New, which are by no 
means fafc, as many veflels ar« frequently lofl wbile^- 
riding at anchor. 

Alexandria has been often taken fince the time of 
Caefar. k was at laft deftroycd by the' Venetians andr 
Cypriots, upon, or rather after the releafe of St. Lewis* 
The building of the prefent gates and walls, which fome 
have thought to be antique, does not feera earlier than 
^he laft reltoration in the 1 3th century. Some parts of 
the gates and walls may be of older date ; (and proba- 
bly were thofe of the lail Caliphs before Salidan) but, 
except thefe, and the pieces of columns which lie ho- 
rizontally in different parts of the wall, every thing 
clfe is apparently of very late times, and the work has 
been huddled together in great haflc.. There is nothing 
beautiful or pleafant in the prefent Alexandria,, but a 
handfome flreet of modern houfes, where a very a6tive 
and intelligent number of merchants live upon the mi- 
serable remnants of that, trade, which made its glory 
in the firft times. It is thinly inhabited, and there is 
a tradition among the natives, that, more than once, it 
has been in agitation to abandon it altogether, and re- 
tire to Rofetto, or Cairo, but that they have beea 
withheld by the opinion of divers faints from Arabia* 
who have affured them, that Mecca being deftroyed, 
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(ft-s it mufl: be as they think by the Ruffians) Alexan- 
dria is then to become t^e My place, and that Maho- 
met's body is to be tranfported thither. 

On Mr. Bruce's arrival at Alexandria, he found that 
the plague had raged in that city and neighbourhood 
from .the beginning of March, and that two days only 
before their arrival, people had begun to open their 
houfes and communicate with each other ; but it was 
i)o matter, St. John's day was pafiy the miraculous 
nut^a, or dew, had fallen, and every body went about 
their ordinary bulinefs in fafety, and without fear. 
Here Mr. Bruce received his inilruments, and found 
them in good condition. 

Our traveller being now prepared for any enterprife,^ 
he left withcagernefs the thread-bare encjuirics into the 
meagre remains of this once-famous capital of Egypt,- 
The journey to Rofetto is always performed by land, as 
the mouth of the branch of the Nile leading to Rofetto^. 
called the Bogaz, is very fliallow and dangerou&to pafs^ 
and often tedious ; be fides, nobody wifiies to be a part- 
ner for any time in a voyage with Egyptian failors, if 
he can poilibly avoid it. The journey by land is alfa 
reputed dangerous, and people travel burdened with 
arms, which they are determined never to ufe. 

All Egypt is full of deep duft and fand, from the be- 
ginning of March to the firfl of the inundation. It ig 
this fine powder and fand, railed and loofened by the 
heat of the fun, and want of dew, and not being tied^ 
fafl", as it were, by any root or vegetation, which the 
Nile carries offwith it, and buries in the fea, and which 
many ignorantly fuppofe comes from Abyfiinia, where 
every river runs in a bed of rock. When you leave the 
fea, you ftrike off nearly at right angles, and purfue 
your journey to the eaflward. Here heaps of ftone and 
trunks of pillars are {et up to guide you in your road,, 
through moving fands, which Hand in hillocks, in pro- 
per directions, and -which condu^ you fafely to Ro- 
fetto, furrounded on one fide by thefe hills of fand, 
which feem ready to cover it. 

Rofetto is upon that branch of the Nile which was 
called the Bolbuttic Branch, -and is about four miles 
from the fea. It is a large, clean, neat town, or village^ 
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upon the eaflern fide of the Nile» It is about thre€ 
lilies long, much frequented by lludious and religious 
Mahometans ; among thefe too are a coniiderable num- 
ber of merchants, it being the entrepot between Cairo 
and Alexandria, and vice ver/a ; here too the mer- 
chants have their fadors, who fuperintend and watch 
over the mcrchandife which pafTes the Bogaz to and 
from Cairo. There are many gardens, and much ver- 
dtire, about Rofettof the ground is low, and retain*' 
long^ the moifture it imbibes from the overflowing of 
the Nile. Here alfo arc many curious plants and flow-- 
crs brought from different countries. 

On the 30th of June, Mr. Bruce embarked for Cairo. 
There arc wonderful tales told at Alexandria as well as 
at Cairo, of the danger of pafling over tht defert to 
Rofetto. After you embark on the Nile in your way to 
Cairo, you hear of pilots, ahd mailers of velftls, who « 
land you among robbers to iliare your plunder, and 
twenty fuch like ftories, all of them of old date, and 
which perhaps happened long ago, or never happened:^ 
at all. But provided the government of Cairo is {et* 
tied, and you do not land at villages jn flrife with each 
other, (in which circumftances no perfon of any nation 
is fafe) you muft be very unfortunate indeed if 'any 
great accident befal you between Alexandria and Cairo. 

They arrived at Cairo in the beginning of July, re- 
commended to the very hofpitable houfe of Julian and 
Bertran, to whom Mr, Bruce imparted his refolution of 
purfuing his journey to Abyifinia. The wildnefs of the 
intention feemed to ftrike them greatly, on which ac- 
count they endeavoured all they could to perfuade him 
againft it, but, feeing him refolved, they offered kindly 
their moft effedtual lervices. 

That part of Cairo, in which the French are fettled, 
is exceedingly commodious, and fit far retirement. It 
confifls of .one long ftreet, where all the merchants of that 
nation live together. It is Ihut at one end, by large gates, 
where there is a guard, and thefe are kept conftantly 
clofe in the time of the plague. At the other end is a 
large garden tolerably kept, in which there are feveral 
pleafant walks and feats ; all the enjoyment that Chrif- 
tians can hope for, among this vile people, reduces itfelf , 
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•to peace, and quiet ; nobody feeks tor more* There 
arc, however, wicked emifTaries who are conftantly em- 
ployed by threats, lies, and extravagant demands, to 
torment them, and keep them from enjoying that re- 
pofe, which would content them inftead of freedom, 
.and more folid happinefs, in their own country. 

There are perhi^s four hundred inhabitants in Cairo, 
who have abfolute power, and adminifler what they 
dcall juftice, in their own way, and according to their 
own views. But fortunately^ in Mr. Bruce's time, this 
jnany-headed monfter was no more t there was but one 
Ali Bey, and there was neither inferior nor fuperior 
jurifdiftion exercifed, but by his officers only, Thia 
happy (late did not laft long. In order to be a Bey^ 
the perfon muft have been a flave, and bought for mo- 
jiey at a market. Evary Bey' has a great number of 
fervants. Haves to him, as he was to otherjB before ; 
:thefe are his guards, and thefe he promotes to places in 
his houfehold, according as they are qualified. 

It is very extraordinary, to find a race of men in 
|)ower, all agi^ee to leave their fucceffion to ilrangers, 
jBi preference to their own children, for a number of 
ages ; and that no one Ihould ever h&ve attempted to 
make his fon facceed him, either in dignity or eflate, \ 
in preference to a Have, whom he has bought for 
.money like a beafl. 

The inftant that Mr. Bruce arrived at Cairo, was per- 
.haps the only one in which be ever could have been al- 
lowed, fingle and unprotected as he was, to have made 
;his intended journey. Ali Bey, lately known in Eu- 
rope by various narratives of the laft tranfadions of his 
:Ufe, after having undergone many changes of fortune, 
and been banifhed by his rivals from his capital, at lali 
bad enjoyed the fatisfiaftion of a return, and of making 
iiimfeif abfolute in Cairo. 

Aftera variety of circumftances of little confequence 
to the reader, Mr. Bruce was admitted to an audience of 
the Bey. He was a much younger man than he had 
conceived him to be ; he was fitting upon a large fofa, 
covered with C rim fon cloth of gold ; his turban, his gir- 
dle, and the head of his dagger, all thick covered with 
.fine brilliants ,* one in his turban, that ferved to fupport 
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a (prig of brilliants alfo, was among the la'rgefl: Mr. 
Bruco had ever feen. The Bey entered into difcourfe 
with him concerning the Ruffian and Turkilli war, and 
converfed fome time with him on that fubjc(5l. 

Two or three nights afterwards the Bey fent for him 
again. It was near eleven o'clock before he got admit- - 
tance to him. He met the janiflary Aga going out from 
him, and a number of foldicrs at the door. As Mr, 
Bruce did not know him, he paffed him without cere- 
mony, which is not ufual for any perfon to do. When- 
ever he mounts on horleback, as he was then juft going 
to do, he has abfolute power of life and death, without 
appeal, all over Cairo and its neighbourhood. 

He ftopt our traveller juft at the threfliold, and afked 
one of the Bey's people who he was ? and was anfwcred, 
*' It is Hakim Englefe," the Englifli philofopher or 
phyfician. He alked Mr. Bruce in Turkifli, in a very 
polite manner, if he would come and fee him, for he 
was not well ? He anfwered him in Arabic "Yes, when- 
ever hepleafed, but could not then flay, as he had rer 
ceived a mefllige that the Bey was waiting," He replied 
in Arabic, *' no, no ; go, for God's fake go ; any time 
will do for me." 

The Bey was fitting, leaning forward, with a wax ta- 
per in one hand, and reading a fmall flip of paper, which 
he held clofe to his face. He feemed to have little light, 
or weak eyes ; nobody was near him : his people had 
been all difmiffed, or were following the janiflary Aga 
out. 

He did not feem to obferve Mr. Bruce till he was clofc 
upon him, and flarted when he faid *' Salam.'^ He told 
him he came upon his melfage. He faid " I thank you, 
did I fend for you ?" and without giving him leave to 
reply, went on, " O true, I did fo," and fell to reading 
his paper again. After this Was over, he complained 
that he had been ill, that he vomited immediately after 
dinner, though he eat moderately ; that his ftomach was 
not yet fettled, and was afraid fomething had been given 
him to do him mifchief. 

Our traveller felt his pulfe, which was low and weak ; 
but very little fe\rerifti. He defired he would order his 
people to look if his meat was drelTed in copper properly 
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%tinfled ; he aiTured him he was in no danger, and inii- 
iiuated that he thought he had been guilty of fome ex- 
cefs before dinner; at which he fmiled, and faid to one 
whowas ilanding by, *' Afrite ! Afrite I" he is a devil ! 
he is a devil ! Mr. Bruce faid, If your flomach is really 
uneafy from what you have ate, warm fome water, and 
if you pleafe, put a little green tea into it, and drink 
it till it makes you vomit gently, and that will give yoa 
.cafe ; after which you may take a difli of ilrong coffee, 
and go to bed, or a glafs of fpirits, if you have any 
that are good. 

As Mr. Bruce's favour with the Bey was now efta- 
bliflied by frequent interviews, he thought of leaving 
his foiitary manfion at the convent. He deiired Mr. 
Rifk, the Bey's fecretary, to procure his peremptory 
letters of recommendation to Shekh Haman, to the 
governor of Syene, Ibrim, and Deir, in Upper Egypt» 
He procured alfo the fame from the janilTaries, to thefe 
three laft places, as their garrifons are from that body 
at Cairo, which they call their Port, He had alfo let- 
ters from Ali Bey, to the Bey of Suez, to the Sherriffc 
of Mecca, to the Naybe (fo they call the Sovereign) 
of Mafuah, amd to the King of Sennaar, and his mi- 
niller for the time being. ^.. 

Having obtained all his letters and difpatches, as 
well from the patriarch as from the Bey, he fet about 
preparing for his journey. 

Ontheotheriideof theNile,fromCairo,isGeeza;anjd 
about eleven miles beyond this are the pyramids, called 
the Pyramids of Geeza, the defcription of which is in 
•every l)ody's hands. Engravings of them had been pub- 
lillied in England, with plans of them upon a large 
fcalc, two years before Mr. Bruce came inta Egypt, 
and were fliewn him by Mr. Davidfon, conful of Nice, 
whofe drawings they were. He it was too that difco- 
vered the fmall chamber above the landing-place, after 
you afctnd through the long-gallery of the great Pyra- 
mid on your left-hand, and he left the ladder by which 
he afcended, for the fatisfa^lion of other travellers. 
But there is nothing in the chamber further worthy of 
notice, than its having efcaped difcovery fo many ages. 

It 
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It is very fingular, that for fuch a time as thcfe Py- 
Tamids have been known, travellers were content rather 
to follow the report of the ancients, than to make ufc 
of their own eyes ; yet it has been a conilant belief, that 
the ftones compofing thcfe Pyramids have been brought 
from the Libyan mountains, though any one who will 
take the pains to remove the fand on the fouth fide, 
will find the folid rock there hewn into fteps. In the 
roof of the large chamber, where the Sarcophagus 
Hands, asalfoin the top of the roof of the gallery, as you 
go up into that chamber, you fee large fragments of the 
rock, affording an unanfwerable proof, that thofe Py- 
ramids were once huge rocks, ftanding where thcr 
now are ; that fome of them, the moll proper for their 
form, weie chofen for the body of the Pyramid, and 
the others hewn into fteps, to ferve for their fuper- 
ftrudure, and the exterior parts of them. 

Mr. Bruce having now provided every thing neccf- 
fary, and taken rather a melancholy leave of-his vtrj 
indulgent friends,- who had great apprehenlions that 
he and his companion's would never return ; and fearing 
that their flay till the very expeffive heats were paft, 
might involve them in another difficulty, that of miffing 
the Etefian wireds, they fecured a boat to carry them to 
Purfliout, the refidence of Hamam, the Shekh of Upper 
Egyi5t. 

This fort of yeffcl is called a canja, and is one of the 
jnoft commodious ufed on any river, being fafc, and ex- 
peditious at the fame time, though at firft fight it has 
a ilrong appearance of danger. That on which they 
embarked was about lOO feet from ftern to ftem, with 
two mafts, main and foremaft, and two. monftrous La* 
tine fails^ the main-fail yard being about 200 feet in 
length. 

A certain kind of robber, peculiar to the Nile, is 
conftantly on the watch to rob boars, in which they 
fuppofe the crew are off their guard. They generally 
approach the boat when it is calm, either fwimming 
under water, or when it is dark, upon goat Ikins ; after 
which they mount with the utmoft lilencc, svnd take 
away whatever they can lay their hands on. They arc 
not very fond it feems of meddling with vciTels 
4 whereoA 
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whereon they fee Franks, or Earopcans, becaufe by 
them fome have been wounded with tire-arms. The at* 
tempts are generalky made when you arc at anchor, or 
under weigh, at night, in very moderate weather; but 
pfteneft when you are falling down the ftream without 
wafts ; for it requires ftrength, vigour, and (kill, to 
get aboard a veflcl going before a brife wind ; though 
indeed they are abundantly provided with all thefo 
requiiites. 

It was the 1 2th of December when they embarked on 
the Nile at Bulac, on board the Canja. At firft they 
had the precaution to apply to their friend Rifk con« 
cerning their captain Haei Haffan Abou Cufli, and 
they obliged him to give his fon Mahomet in fi-curity 
for his behaviour towards them. There was nothing fo 
much they deiired as to be at forae diftancc from Cairo 
on their voyage. Incivility and extortion are always 
the cpnfequence in this deteftable when you are about 
to leave it. 

The wind being contrary, they were obliged to ad- 
vance againft the itream, by having the beat drawn with 
a rope. They advanced a few miles to two convents of 
Cophts^ called Deireteen, Here they flopped to pafs 
the night, having had a fine view of the Pyramids of 
Geeza and Saccara, and being then in fighj of a pro- 
digious number of others built of white glay^ and 
ft retching far into the defert to the Aiuth-wefl. Two 
of thcfe ieemed full as large as thofe that are called the 
Pyramids 6f Geeza. One of them was of a very ex- 
traordinary form ; it feemed as if it had been intended at 
firft to be a very large one, but that the builder's heart 
or means had failed him, and that he had brought it to. 
» very mifhapen difproportioned head at laft. 

On the fide of the Nile, oppofite to their boat> a 
little farther to the fouth, was a tribe of Arabs en- 
camped. Thcfe were fubjcft to Cairo, or were then at 
peace with its government. They are called Howadar, 
being a part of the Atouni, a large tribe that pofifeiTes 
the Iflhmus of Suez» and from that go up between the 
Red Sea and the mountains that bound the caft.part of 
the Valley of Egypt, They reach to the length of 
Coffeir, .where they border upon another large tribo 
C caUed 
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\ 
called Ababde, which extends from thence up into Nu- 
bia. Both thcfc are what were anciently called Sibe^ 
herds, and arc conftantly at war with each other* 

Mr, Bruce now bargained with the Shckh of the 
Howadat to fumilh him with horfes to go to Metrahen- 
ny^ or Mohannan, where once he faid Mimf had ftood, 
a large city, the capital of all Egypt. All this was ex- 
ecuted with great fuccefs. Early in the morning the 
Shekh of the Howadat had paffed at Minicl, where 
there is a ferry, the NUc being very deep, and attended 
our traveller with five horfemen and a fpare horfc for 
himfelf, at Metrahcnny, fouth of Miniel, where there 
is a great plantation of palm-trees. 

On the 1 3th, in the morning about eight o'clock, 
our travellers let out their vaft lails, and pafled a very 
confiderable village called Turra, on tlie eaft fide of the 
river, and Shekh Atman, a fmall village, coafifting of 
about thirty houfes, on the weft. 

The Nile here is about a quarter of a mile broad ; 
and there cannot be the fmalleft doubt, in any pcrfon 
difpbfed to be convinced, that this is by very far the 
narroweft part of Egypt yetfecn ; for it is certainly lefs 
than half-a-miie between the foot of the ^mountain and 
the Libyan (liore. 

Having gained the wcftcrn edge of the palm-trees at 
Mohannan, our travellers had a fair view of the Pyra- 
mids at Geeza, which lie in a di region nearly S. W. 
They faw three large granite pillars S. W« of Mohan- 
nan, >nd a piece of a broken cheft or ciftern of granite j 
but no obeliflts, or ftones with hieroglyphics, and they 
thought the greateft part of the ruins feemed to point 
that way, or more foutherly. 
Thefe, their conduAorfaid, were the ruins of Mimf, the 
ancient feat of the Pharaohs Kings of Egypt, that there 
was another Mimf, far down in the Delta, by which he 
meant Menouf, below Terane and Batn el Baccara. 

Mr. Bruce, perceiving now that he could get no 
further intelligence, returned with his kind guide, 
wh6m he gratified for bis pains, and they parted con- 
tent with each other. 

AH the people in the date villages feemed to be of a 
ycBowcr and more fick-likc colour, than any our tra. 
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^nellcr had ever feeri ; befides, they had an inanimate, 
dcje<^cd, grav€ countenance, and Teemed rather to a- 
yoid, than wifh for any converfation. 

It was near four o'clock in the afternoon when they 
returned to their boatmen. By the way they met one 
of their Moors, who told them, that they had drawn up 
the boat oppofitc to the northern point of the palm-trees 
of Metrahenny. 

The wind was fair arid freOi, rather a little on tlieir 
beam; when, in great fpirits, they hoifted tlieirmain. 
and fore-fails, leaving the point of Metrahenny. They 
faw the Pyramids of Saccara ftill S. W. of them 5 feveral 
i-iJIages on both fides of the river, bat very poor and' 
miserable ; part of the ground on the ead fide had beea 
overflowed, yet was not fown ; a proof of the oppref- 
fion and didrefs the hufbandman fuffers in the neigh- 
bourhood of Cairo, by the avarice and difagrecment of 
the different oEcers of tliat motly incomprehcnfible 
government. 

After failing about two roileS) they faw three men 
iithing in a very extraordinary manner and fituation* 
They were on a raft of palm nranches, fupported on a 
float of clay jars, made fall together. The form was , 
triangular, like the face of a Pyramid ; two nnen, each 
provided with a cafiing net, dood at the tv^o corners, 
and threw their net into the fiream together ; the third 
ftood at the third corner, which was forcmoft, and 
threw his net the moment the other two drew theirs out 
of the water. And this they repeated^ in perfect time» 
and with furprifing regularity. The Rais thought our 
travellers wanted to buy fifh, and letting go his main- 
fail, ordered them on board with a great tone of fupe- 
riority. 

They were in a moment alongfide of them ; and one 
of them came on board, lalhing his miferable raft to a 
rope at their flern. In recompence for their trouble 
they gave them fome large pieces of tobacco, and thi^ 
tranfported them fo much, that they brought them a • 
bafket, of feveral different kinds of fifh, all fmall ; ex- 
ceptine one laid on the top of the bafket, which was a 
clear /almon coloured filh, filvered upon its fides, with 
a fSade of blue upon its back. It weighed about i o lb. 
C 2 and 
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and was mod excellent, being perfeftly firm, and 
white like a perch. There are iome of this kind 70 lb, 
weight. Mr. Bruce examined their nets, they werera- 
tlier of a fmaller circumference than our calling nets in 
England ; the weight, as far as he could guefs, rather 
heavier in proportion than ours, the thread that com- 
pofcd them being fmaller. He could not fufEciently 
admire their fuccefs, in a violent ftream of deep water, 
fuchas the Nile; for the river was at leaft twelve feet 
deep where they were iifhing, and the current very 
ftrong. 

Thefe fiftiers otfered willingly to take Mr. Bruce upon 
the raft to teach him ; but his curiofity went not fo far. 
They faid their fifhing was merely accidental, and ifl 
cburfe of their trade, which was felling thefe potter 
earthen jars, which they got near Afhmounein ; and 
after having carried the rait Avith them to Cairo, they 
untie, fell them at the market, and carry the produce 
home in money, or in necefTaries upon their back. A 
very poor oeconomical trade, but fuiEcicnt, as they 
faid, from the carriage of crude materials, the mould- 
ing, making, and fending them to market, to Cairo 
and to difierent places in the Delta, to afibrd occupation • 
to two thoufand men. 

About two o'clock in the afternoon, they came to 
the point of anifland ; there were (everal villa^ges with 
date trees on both fides of them ; the ground was over- 
flowed by the Nile, and cultivated. The current was 
very ftrong here. They then came to Halouan, an 
ifland now divided into a number of fmall ones, by ca- 
lifhes being cut through it,* and, under dl^erent Arabic 
names, they ftill reach very far up the ftream. Mr. 
Bruce landed to fee if there were remains of the olive 
Utc which Strabo fays grew here, but without fuccefs. 
Our travellers imagined, however, that there had been 
fuch a Tree ; becaufe oppofite to one of the divifiona 
into which this large ifland is broken, tliere was a vil- 
lage called Zeitoon, or the Olive Tree. 

On the 1 5;th of December, the weather being nearly 
calm, they left the north end of the ifland ; their courfe 
was due fouth, the line of the river ; and three miles 

' farther 
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farther they pafTed Woodan, and a colledlion of villa- 
ges, all going by that name, upon the eaft. 

The ground is all cultivated about this village, to the 
foot of the mountains, which is not above four miles ; 
but it is full eight on the weft all overflowed and fown. 
The Nile is here but (hallow, and narrow* not exceed- 
ing a quarter of a mile broad, and three feet deep; ow- 
ing, as is fuppofed, to the refiftance made by the ifland 
in the middle of the current, and by a bend it makes, 
thus intercepting the fand brought down by the ftream. 
The mountains here come down till within two miles 
of Suf el Woodan, for fo the village is called. 1 hey 
were told there were fome ruins to the weftward of 
this, but only rubbifh, neither arch nor column ftanding. 

The wind Hill frefhening, they palTed by feveral vil- 
lages on each fide, all furrounded with palm-trees, ver- 
dant and pleafant, but conveying an idea of famenef* 
«nd want of variety,^ fuch as every traveller muft have 
felt who has failed in the placid, muddy, green-bank- 
ed rivers in Holland. The Nile, however, is here 
full a mile broad, the water deep, and the current 
ftrong. The wind (eemcd to he exafperatcd by the 
refiftan<ic of the ftream, and blew frefti and ileadily, 
as indeed it generally does where the current is vio- 
J^nt. 

They pafled vjrith great velocity Nizelct Embarak, 
Cubabac, Nizelet Omar, Racca Kibeer, then Racca 
Seguier, and came in fight of Atfia, a largp village 
at fome diftance from the Nile i all the valley herd 
was green, the palm-groves beautiful, and the Nile 
deep. Still it was not the mofpc^ that pleafed ; fox 
the whole ground that was town to the fandy afceat 
of the mountains, was but a narrow ftripe of three quar- 
ters of a mile broad, and the monntains themfelves, 
which here began to have a moderate degree of eleva- 
tion, and which bounded this narrow valley, were 
white, gritty, fandy, and uneven, and perfedly dcfti- 
tute of all manner of verdure. 

They kept, as ufual, a very good watch all night, 

which paflfed without difturbancc. Next day, the 

17th, was exceedingly hazy in the morning, though 

k cleared about ten o'clock. It was, however, fuf- 

C 3 ficient 
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ficicnt to (hew the falfity of the obfcrvation of 2m 
author, who fays, that the Nile emits no fogs, and 
in the courfe of the voyage they often faw other ex- 
amples of the fallacy of this ajQTertion, 

The Pyramids, which had been pn their right hand 
at different diftances fince they pafled the Saccara, ter- 
minated here in one of a very fmgular conftruftion. 
About two miles from the Nile, between Suf and 
Woodan, then', is a Pyramids which at firft fight appears 
all of a piece ; it is of unbaked bricks^ and perfeftly en- 
tire ; the inhabitants call it the falfe Pyramid. The 
lower part is a hill exa6lly (haped like a Pyramid for a 
confiderable height. Upon this is continued the fuper- 
llrudlure in proportion till it terminates like a Pyramid 
above; and, at a diflance, it would require a good eye 
to difcern the difference, for the face of the ftonc has a 
great refemblance to cldy, of which the Pyramids of the 
Maccara are compofed. 

The 18th, about eight o'clock in the morning, they 
prepared to get on their way ; the wind was calm, acd 
iouth. 

After pafling Comadreedy, the Nile is again divided 
by another fragment of the ifland, and in<:Unfs a littk to 
the weftward. On the eaft is the village Sidi Ali el Cou^ 
rani. It has only two palm-trees belonging to it, and oil 
th.at account hath a deferted appearance j but the wheA 
'upon the banks was five inches high, and more advanced 
man any they had feen. The mountains on the eaft.. 
fide came down to the banks of the Nile, were bare^ 
white, and fandy, and there was on this hde no appear-, 
ance of villages. The river here is about a quarter of 
a mile broad, or fomething more. It fhouid feem i.t 
was the Angyrorum Civitas of Ptolemy, but neither 
night nor day could Mr. Bruce get an inftant for ob- 
fcrvation, on account of thin white clouds, which coa- 
fufed (for they fcarce cgin be laid to cover j the he^- 
\ens cohtinually. 

They now pafled a convent of ccphts, with a fmall 
plantation of palm?. It was a mifer«»ble building, with 
a dome like to a faint's or marabout's, and flood quite 
^lone. About four miles fron;> this was the village of 
Niziclet el Arab, confiding of mif^rable huts. Here; 

began 
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began large plantations of Aigar canes, the firft they had 
yet feen ; they were then loading boats with thefe to 
carry them to Cairo. Mr. Bruce procured from them 
as many as he defired. The canes were about an 
inch and a quarter in diameter, they were cut in round 
pieces about three inches long* and, after having been flit, 
they we^ fteeped in a wooden bowl of water. They 
give a very agreeable tafte arid flavour to it, and make it 
the mod refre(hing drink in the world, whilft by imbib*- 
ing the water, the canes become more juicy, and lofe a 
part of their heayy, clammy fweetnefs^ which would uc- 
cafion third. Our traveller was furpriaed at finding this 
plant in fuch a (late of perfedllon fo far to the northward. 
TDcy were now fcarcely arrived in lat. 29*^, and nothing . 
could be more beautiful and perfed than the canes were. 

Sugar, ''tobacco, red podided or Cayenne pepper* cot- 
ton, iomc fpices of Solanum, Indigo, and a multitude of 
others, have not as yet their origin well tffccrtained. 
Prince Henry of Portugal put bis difcoveries to immedi* 
ate profit, and commanicated what he found new in each 
part in Europe, Afia, Africa, and America, to where it 
was wanting. It will be foon difficult to afcertaln to 
each quarter of the world the articles that belong to it, 
and fix upon thofe few that are common to^ili. Even 
wlieat, the early produce of £g}'pt, is not a native of it. 
It grows under the Line, within the Tropics, and as far 
north and fouth as we know. Severe northern winters 
iecm to be neceilary to it, and it vegetates vigoroufiy in 
froft and fnow. fiut whence it came, and in what ihape, 
is yet left to conje^ure. 

Though the (Iripe of green wheat was continued all 
along the Nile, it was interrupted for about half a mile 
on each ftde of the coptiih convent. Thefe poor wretch- 
es know, that though they tnay fow, yet, from the vio- 
fcnceof the Arabs, they fliall never reap, and therefore 
leave the ground defolate. 

On the fide op polite to Sment, the ilripe began again, 
and continued from Sment to Mey-Moom, about two 
miles, and from Mey-Moom to Shenuiab, one mile fur- 
ther. In this fmall firipe, not above a quarter of a mile 
broad, befides wheat, clover was fown, which they call 
Berfiae^ and cultivate in the fame manner as in England. 
C 4 They 
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They next pafled B<ki(K» a village on the weft-fide of 
the nile, two miles fouth of bhenuiah ; and> a little fur- 
ther, Beni Ali, where they faw for a minute the moun- 
tains on the right or welt lide of the Nile, running in a 
line nearly fouth, and very high. About &vc miles from 
Bouih is the village of Maniarei(h on the ea(l fide of the 
Tiver, and here the mountains on that fide end. 

The country ah around is well cultivated, and feemed 
to liC of the utmoll fertility ; the inhabitants were better 
cloathed, and feemingly lefs miferable and opprefTed, 
than thofe they left behind in the places near Cairo. 1 he 
Kile was very fhallow at Eeni Suef, and the current 
ftrong. 1 hey touched feveral times in the middle of the 
ftream, and came to anchor at Baha, about a quarter of 
a mile above Beni Suef, where they paffcd the night. 

They were told to keep good watch here all night, 
that there were troops of robbers on the eafl-fide of the 
water, who had lately plundered fome boats, and that 
the cacheff either dared not, or would not give them any 
affidance. 1 hey indeed kept ftri^ watch, but faw n« 
robbers, and were no other way molefted. 

The 1 8th they had fine weather and a fair wind. StiH 
J^^r. Bruce thought the villages were beggarly, and the 
iConftant groves of palm-trees fo perfeAly verdant, did 
not compenfate for the penury of the fown land, the nar- 
lownefs cf the valley, and barxennefs of the mountains. 
—They arrived in tKe evening at Zohora, about a mile 
fouth of Bifa. It confided of three plantations of dates, 
and was five miks from Miniet, and there they pafied 
the night. 

The wind was fo high thcy.fcarcely could carry their 
fails ; the current was ftrong at bhekh Temine, and the 
•violence with which they went through the water was 
terrible. The Rais toid Mr. Bruce, that they fliould have 
ilackened their fails, if it had not been, that, feeing him 
curiou> about the conftrudion of the veffel and her parts, 
andas they were in no danf^er of firiking, though the 
water was low, he wanted to fhew him what (he coukl 
4^0. 

Theypaflcdby a number of villages on the weftern 
fhore, the eaftem feeming to be perfed\ly unpeopled :■— 
J'^ird} Feihne, a coniiderable place ; then Miniet, a large 

town 
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town, which had been fortified towards the water, at Icaft 
there were feme guns there. A rebel Bey had taken pof- 
feflion of it, and it was ufual to ftop here, the river being 
both narrow and rapid ; but the Rais was in great fpt- 
rits, and refolved to hold his wind^ as Mr. Bruce had 
deiiredhim, and no body made them any fignal fromihore. 

They came to a village called Rhoda, whence they 
faw the magnificent ruins of the ancient city of Anti- 
nous, built by Adrian. Unluckily Mr. Bruce knew no- 
thing of thefe ruins vi^hen he left Cairo, and had taken 
no pains to provide himfelf with letters of recommenda- 
tion as he could eaiily have done. 

Mr. Bruce aiked the Rais what fort of people they 
were ? He faid that the town was compofed of very bad 
Turks, very bad Moors, and very bad Chriftians ; that 
feveral devils had been feen among them lately, who had 
been difcovcred by being better and quieter than the reft* 
The Nubian geographer informs us, that it was from this 
town Pharaoh brouzht his magicians, to compare their 
powers with thofe of Mofes ; an anecdote worthy that 
great hiftorian» 

Our traveller told the Rais, that he muft, of neceffity, 
go afhore. He did not feem to be fond of the expedi- 
tion ; but hauling in his main-fail, and with his fore* 
iail full, ftood S. S. E. direSly under the Ruins. In 
a (hort time they arrived at the landing.place ; the bank& 
were low, and they brought up in a kind of bight or fmall 
bay, where there was a ftake, fo their vcflcl' touched very- 
little, or rather fwung clear. 

Abou CufH's fon Mi^omet, and the AraK went on< 
&or6, under pretence of buying fome provifion, and to 
fee how the land lay; but after the character they 
had of the inhabitants, all their fife arms were brought 
to the door of the cabin. In the mean time, partly 
with his naked eye, and partly with his glais, Mr» 
Bruce was enabled to eontemplate^ the Ruins atten- 
tively, which filled him with aftonifhment and admira- 
tion. The columns of the angle of the portico were 
fbindingfrontiT»g to the north,, part of the tympanum^ 
cornice, frizc, and architrave, all entire, and very muchi 
ornamented; thick trees hid what was behind. Thece- 
luoms were of the krgeft fize and fluted i ^e capitals 
C ^ CorinthiaQ» 
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Connthian, and in all appearance entire. Tlicy were of 
white Parian marble probably, but had loft the cxtneme 
whitenefs, or polilh, of the Antinoirsat Rome, and were 
changed to the colour of the fighting gladiator, or ra- 
ther to a brighter yellow. Hefaw indiftinftly, alfo, a 
triamphal arch, or gate of the town, in the very fame 
ftyle ; and fome blocks of very white ihining ftone which 
fcemed to be alabafter. 

Mr. Bruce and thofe who remained with him in the 
boat were on a fudden alarmed by hearing a violent dif- 
pute between the two who went on fhore and the inhabi-^ 



tants. Upon this the Rais ftripping, flipped off the rope 
from the ftake> and another of the Moors ftruck a ftronor 
perch .or pole into the river, and twifted the rope round 



It. They were in a bight, or calm place, fo that the 
ftream did not move the boat. 

Mahomet and the Moor came prefently in fight ; the 
people had taken Mahomet's turban from him, and they 
were apparently on the .very worft terms. Mahomet cri« 
" cd to our travellers that the whole town was comin^f, 
and getting near the boat, he and the Moor jumped in 
with great agility. A number of people was aflembled, 
and three (hots were fired into the boat, very quickly^ 
the one after the other. 

Mr. Bruce cried out in Arabic, ** Infidels, thieves, and 
robbers I come on, or we Ihall prefently attack you :** 
upon which he immeadiately fired a ihip-blunderbu/s 
with piftol fniall bullets, but with little elevation, among 
the biilhes, fo as not to touch them. The three or^four 
men that were neareft fell fiat upon their faces, and did 
away among the boihes on their bellies, and they faw 
no more of them. 

They now put their veflel into the dream, filled their 
fore-fail and ftood off, Mahomet crying, ** Be upon your 
guard, if you are men, we are Sanjack's foldiersi and 
will come for the turbui to>night." Mere they neither 
heard nor faw. 

They were no fooner out of their reach, than the Rais» 
filling his pipe, and looking very grave, told Mr. Bruce 
to thank God, that our traveller was in the veilel with 
fuch a man as he was, as it was owing to that onl^ he 
cfcaped from being murdered a-ihore, «' Ceftamly» 

Haflan^ 
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Haflan, {faid Mr. Brace) under God, the way of cfcap- 
ing from being murdered on land, is never to go out of 
the boat; but don't you think that my blunderbufs was 
as eifeftual a mean as your holinef* ? Tell me, Mahomet, 
What did they do to vou ?" He faid, they had not feen 
them come in, but had heard of them ever fince they 
were at Metrahenny, and had waited to rob or murder 
them ; that upon now hearing they were come, they had 
all ran to their houfes for their arms, and- were coming 
down, immediately, to plunder the boat ; upon which he 
and the Moor ran off, anti being met by thcfc three peo- 
ple, and the boy, on the road, who had nothing in their 
hands, one of them fnatched the turban off. He like- 
wife added, that there were two parlies in the town ; one 
in favour of All Bey, the other friends to a rebel Bey 
who had taken Miniet ; that they had fought two or three 
days ago, amone themfelves, and were going to fight a- 
gain, each of them having called Arabs to their affift* 
ance, 

HafTan and his fon Mahomet were violently exafper- 
ated^ and nothing would ferve them but to go in again 
near the fhore, and fire all the guns and blunderbufTes a- 
itiong the people. But, bcfides that Mr. Bruce had np 
inclination of that kind, he was very loth to fruftrate the 
attempts of fome future traveller, who might add this to 
the great remains of architefture preferved already. 

At Reremont there areagreat number of Perfianwhcels, 
to draw the water for the fugar canes, which belong to 
Chrillians. The water thus brought up from the river 
runs down to the plantations, below or behind the town» 
after being emptied on the banks above; a proof that 
here the defccnt from the mountains is not an optic fal- 
lacy, as a former writer fays. 

They paflfed Alhmounein, probably the ancient Lato- 
polis, a large town, which gives the name to the pro« 
vince, where there are magnificent ruins of Egyptian ar- 
chitedure ; and after they came to Melawe, larger, bet- 
ter built, and better inhabited than Aihmounein, the ro- 
fidence of the Cachcff. MJihomet Aga was there at that, 
time with troops from Cairo; he had taken Miniet, and,. 
by the friendlhip of Shckh Hamam, the gretit Awb, go-* 
C 6 Ycrnor 
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vcraor of Upper Egypt^ he kept all the people on tliat 
fide of. the river in allegiance to Ali Bey. 

Our traveller here received about a gallon of brandy^ 
and a jar of lemons and oranges, prefcrved in honey j 
both very agreeable. Likewiie a Iamb, and fome gar- 
den-duffs. Among the fwcetmeats was fome horfe-racL- 
difh preferved like ginger, which ct^rtainly, though it 
might be wholefome, was the very worft fluff ever tailed. 
Mr. Bruce gave a good fquare piece of it, well wrapped 
in honey, to the Rais, who coughed and fpit half an hour 
after, crying he was poifoned. * 

They paued the Molle, a fmall village with a great 
number of acacia trees intermixed with the plantations of 
palms. Thefe occafion a pleafing variety, not only from 
the difference of the (hape of the tree, but alfo from tlic 
colour and diverfity of the green.. 

On the 2oth, early in the morning, they again fet fail 
and paffed feveral villages, till at length they reached 
Sioat, where the wind turned direftly fouth, fo they were 
obliged to flay at Tima the reft of the 20th, where Mr. 
T^ruce went on fhore. It is a fmall town^ furroitnded 
like the reft with groves of palm trees. The Nile is here 
full of fandy iflands. Thofe that the inundation has firf^ 
left are all fown, and are chiefly on the eaft. The o- 
th'ers on the weft were barren and uncultivated ; all of 
them moflly compofed of fand. 

The 2ifl, in the morning they came to Gawa, where^ 
is the fecond fcenc of ruins of Egyptian architedure, a£. 
ter leaving Cairo. Mr. Bruce immediately went oa 
fhore,. and found a fmall temple of three columns in. 
front, with the capitals entire, and the columns in feveral 
feparate pieces. They feemed by that, and their flight 
proportions, to be of the moft modern of that fpecies o£ 
building ; but the whole were covered with hieroglyphics, 
the old ftory over again;^^ the hawk and the ferpem, the 
nian fitting with the dog*s head,, with the perch, or mea- 
furing rod ; in one hand, the hemifphere and globes with. 
wings, and leaves of the bananatree, as is fuppofed, in 
tlie other. The temple is filled with rubbifh and dung; 
of cattle, which th Arabs bring in here to fheltcr them, 
ftgm the heat. 

. • Oft 
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On the 2 2d, at night, they arrived at Achmina; Mr^ 
Sruce landed with his quadrant and inflruments, with a 
view of obferving an eclipfe of the moon ; but, imme- 
diately after her rifing, clouds and mid fo effectually co» 
. vered the whole heavens, that it was not even pofliblc to 
catch aflar of aliy fize pailing the meridian. Achmim is-a- 
very confiderable place. 

The 24th of December, thev left Achmim, and came- 
to the village Shekh Ali on tne weft,, two miles and a 
quarter diiiant. They then paffed Haisdi, and fevcral 
other villages ; and the next morning, the 25th,.tmpat3^ 
ent to vifit the great eft, and moft magnificent fcene c£ 
ruins that arc in Upper Egypt, they fct out from Beliani, 
and, about ten o'clock in the forenoon, arrived at Deni. 
dera. Although they had heard that the people of this 
place were the very worft in Egypt, they were not very 
apprehenfive. They had two letters from the Bey, to 
two very principal men there, commanding thcm^ as they 
would aniwer with their lives and fortunes, to have a 
fpccial care that no mifchief befel them ;. and likewife a 
very preffing letter to Shekh Hamam sX Foarfhout, ia 
whofe territory they were. 

Dendera is a confiderable town at this day, ^1 cover- 
ed with thick groves of palm trees, the lame that Juvenal 
defcribes it to have been in his time. A mile fouth. of 
the town are ruins of two temples, one of which is (6 
jnuch buried under ground, tliat little of it is to be feen ; 
but the other, which is by far the moft magnificent, is en- 
tire, and acceffible on every fide. It is alfo covered with 
hieroglyphics, both within and without, all in relief ; 
'and of every figure, fimple and compound, that ever has 
been pubiilhed, or called an hieroglyphic. 

The form of the building is ^ oblong fquare, the 
ends of which are occupied by two large apartments,, or 
veftibules, fupported by raonftrous columns, all covered 
with hieroglyphics likewife. Some are in form of men 
and beafts ; fonve feem lo be the figures of inftruments 
of facrifice, while others, in a fmaller fize, and lefs dif- 
tin£l form, feem to be infcriptions in the current hand of 
bieroglyphlcs. They are all fiiiifhed with care. 

The capitals are of one piece, and confift of four huge 
buman heads^ placed back to back againft one another, 

with 
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with bat's ears, and an ill-imagiried, aird woHe executed ^ 
fold drapery between them. Above thefe is a large ob- 
long fquare block, ftiil larger than the capitals, with four 
flat fronts, difpofed like pannets,that is with a kind of 
fquare border round the edges, while the faces and fronts 
are filled with hieroglyphics ; as are the walls ariid ciel- 
ingi^of every part of the temple. Between thefe two a- 
partmcnts in the extremities, there are three other apart- 
ments, refembling the firft, in every refpef^, only that 
they are fmaller. The whole building is of common 
white ftone, from the neighbouring mountains, only thofe 
two, in which have been funk the pirns for hanging the 
outer doors, (for it feems they had doors even in thofe 
days) are of granite, or black and blue porphyry. 

The top of the temple is flat, the fpcuts to carry off 
the >vater are monftrous heads of fphinxes ; the globes 
with wings, and the two ferpents, with a kind of fhield 
or brejft-plate between arc here frequently repeated, 
fuch as we fee them on the Carthaginian medals, 
f The hieroglyphics have been painted over, and great 
part of the colouring yet remains upon the ftones, red, 
m all its fhades, efpecially that dark dufky colour called 
Tynan purple ; yellow, very frefli ; flcy-bluc (that is, 
near the blue of an eaftern flcy, feveral fhades lighter than 
ours ) ; green of diifercnt Ihadcs ; thefe are all the co- 
lours preferved. 

A little before our traveller came to Dendera, they 
faw the firft crocodile, and afterwards hundreds, lyii>g 
upon every Hland, like large flocks of cattle ; yet the 
inhabitants of Dendera drive their beafts of every kind 
into the river, and they ftand there for hours. The girls 
and women too, that come to fetch water in jars, ftand up 
to their knees in the water for a confiderable time ; and 
if may we guefs by what happens, their danger is full as 
Ktile as their fear, for none ot them, as far as our travel- 
lers could learn, had been bitten by a crocodile. How- 
ever, if the Denderices were as keen and expert hunters 
of Crocodiles, as fome hiftorians tell us they formerly 
were, there is furely no part of the Nile where they would^ 
have better fport than here, immediately before their 
own city. 

Mr. 
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Mr. Bruce, having viewed the ruins, proceeded to 
Furftiout, and went to the convent of Italian Friars, 
who, like tr.ofc of Achmim, are of the order of the re- 
formed Francifcans. 

Fur fh out is in a large and cultivated plain. It h 
nine miles over to the foot of the mountains, all fown 
• with wheat. There are, likewi{e, plantations of fugar 
canes. The town, as they faid, contains above ic,ooo 
people, but this computation is perhaps ratiier exagge* 
rated. 

While our travellers were at f arihout, there happen^ 
«d a very extraordinary phaenomenon. It rained the 
whole night, and till about nine o'clock next morning ; 
when the people began to be very apprehenfive left tbc 
whole town fbould be deftroyed. It is a pcrfed pro- 
digy to fee rain here ; and the prophets faid it portend- 
ed a diffolation of government, which was jultly veri- 
fied foon afterwards, and at that time indeed was ex* 
tremcly probable* 

They left Furlhout the 7th of Januarj', ^769, earlf 
in the morning. They had not hired their boat farther 
than Furlhout ; but the good terms which fubfifted be* 
tween Mr. Bruce and the faint, his Rais, made an ac- 
commodation very eafy to carry them farther. He 
ROW agreed for 4U to carry tkem to Syene and down 
again ; but, if he behaved well, he expcftcd a trifling 
premium. '< And, if you behave ill, HaHan, (faid 
Mr. Bruce) what do you think you dcferver" — •• To 
be hanged, (faid he) I deferve, and defire no better." 

The. wind at firft was but fcant ; however, it fre(h<* 
cned up towards noon, when they paiTed a large town 
called How, on the weft fide of the Nile. About 
four o'clock in the afternoon they arrived at El Goumi, 
a fmall village, a quarter of a mile diftant from the 
Nile. It has in it a temple of old Egyptian archi- 
tedhire* Mr. Bruce thinks, that this, and the two 
adjoining heaps of ruins, which are at |the fame dif- 
tance from the Nile, probably might have been part 
of the ancient Thebes. 

Nothing remains of the ancient Thebes but four pro* 
digtous temples, all of them in appearance more ancicnfy 
buc neither to entire^ nor fo magnificent^ as thofe of 
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Dendera- The temples at Medlnet Tabu are the moff 
elegant of thefe. ^i he hieroglyphics arc cut to the 
depth of ha] f-a- foot, in fome places, but we have ftill 
the fame figures, or rather a lefs variety, than at Dcn- 
dera. 

A number of robberss who much refemble our gyp- 
.fies, live in the holes of the mountains above Thebes. 
Ihey are all out-laws, and punilhed with death if clfe- 
where founds Ofman Bey, an ancient governor of Girge, 
unabl^to fuffer any longer the diforders committed by 
thefe people, ordered a quantity of dried faggots to be 
brought together, and, with his foldiers^ took poffeC- 
fion of the face of the mountain, where the greatcft 
number of thefe wretches were : H« then ordered all 
their caves to be filled with this dry brufliwoed, to 
which he fet fire, fo that moft of them wew deftroyed i 
but they have fiiice recruited their numbers, without 
changing their manners.^ 

Abouthalf a mile north of EI Gourni, are the magr 
nificent, ftupendous fepukhres of Thebes. The moun- 
tains of the Thebaid come clofe behind the town ; they 
are not conncdlcd with each other in ridges, but ftand 
infulated upon their bafes ; fo that you can get round 
each of them. A hundred of thefe, it is faid, arc 
excavated into fepukhral, and a vaciety of other apart- 
ments. 

Luxor, and Carnae, which is- a mile and a quartes 
below it, are by' far the largefl and moft magnificent 
fcenes of ruins in Egypt, much more entenfive and ftu- 
pendous than thofe of Thebes and Oendera put together. 

There ate two obelifks here of great beauty, and in. 
good prefervation ; they are lefs than ih9fe at Rome^ 
but not at aJl mutilated. 1 be pavement, which i» 
made to receive theftiadow, is^to this day fo horizontal^ 
it might ftill be ufed in obfervation. 

At Carnac they faw the remains of two v aft rows of 
fphinxes, one on. the right-hand, the other on the left,, 
(their heads were moftly broken ). and, a little lower^ a 
number as it {hould feem of ternilni. They were com- 
pofed of bafaltes, with a dog or lion's head, of i^^gypti- 
an fculpture. They ftood. in lines likewife, as if intend-^ 
cd as an avenue to fome principal buildings 
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' * On the 17th, our travellers left Luxor, and failed 
^with a very fair* wind, and in great fpirits. In the 
' evening, they came to an anchor on the caftcrn fhore 
nearly oppofite to Efne. They paffcd over to Efnc next 
morning. It is the ancient Latopolis, and has very 
great remains, particularly a large temple, which though 
the whole of it is of the remotcft antiquity, feems to 
have been built at different times, or rather out of the 
ruins of different ancient buildings. The hieroglyphics 
upon this are very ill executed, and are not painted. 
The town is therefidence of an Arab Shekh, and the in- 
habitants are a very bad fort of people ; but as Mr. 
Bruce was dreffed like an Arab, they did not moleft, 
becaufe they did not know him. 

On the 1 3th, they left Efne, and paffed the town of 
Edfu, where there are likewife confidcrable remains of 
Egyptian archi tenure. 

The Wind failing, they were obliged to ftop in 3 
very poor, defolate, and dangerous part of the Nile, 
called Jibbel el Silfelly, where a boom, or chkin, was 
drawn acroi6 the river, to hinder, as is fuppofed, the 
Nubian boats from committing piratical pra(fUces in 
Egypt lower down the ftream. 

About noon, they paffed Coom Ombo, a round 
building like a caille, and then arrived at Daroo, a 
raiferable manlion, unconfcious that, fome years after, 
they were to be indebted to that paltry village for the 
man who was to guide them through the defert, and 
reftorc them to their native country and their friends. 

On the zoth, they failed with a favourable wind till 
^out an hour before fun-rife, and about nine o'clock 
came to an a<5hor on the fouth ' end of the palm groves, 
and north end of the tpwn of Syene, nearly oppofite to 
an ifland in which there is a fmall handfome Egyptian 
temple, pietty entire. It is the temple of Cnuphis^ 
where formerly was the Kilometer, 

Adjoining to the palm trees was a very good comfort- 
able houfe, belonging to Huffein Schourbatchie, the 
man that ufed to bo fent from that place to Cairo, to re- 
ceive the pay of rhejaniffaries in garrifon at Syene, upon 
whom too'Mr. Bruce had credit for a very fmall fum. 

They 
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■ They paffed out at the fouth gate of the town; into the 
firft fmall fandy plain. A very little to the left there 
^rc a number of tomb ftones with infcriptions in the Cii- 
fie. charader, which travellers crroncoufly have called an 
wikno*wn language and letters, although it was the only 
letter and language known to Mahomet, ana the mod 
learned of his fed in the firft ages. 

After paifing the torab-ftones without the gate, they 
came to a plain about five miles long, bordered on the 
left by a hill of no confiderable height, and fandy like the 
plain, upon which are feen fome ruins, more modern than 
thofe Egyptian buildings already defcribed. They feem 
indeed to be a mixture of all kinds and ages. 

The diftance from the gate of the town to Tcrmiffi, 
or Marada, the fmall villages on the cataraft, is exaftly 
fix Englifh miles. After the defcription already givea 
of this cataradl in fonne authors, a traveller has reafon to 
te furprifed, when arrived on its banks, to find that vef. 
fels fail up the cataradl, and confequently the fall can* 
pot be fo violent as to deprive people of hearings 

The bed of the river, occupied by the water, was not 
then half a mile broad. It is divided into a number of 
fmall channels, by large bloclvs of granite, from thirty to , 
forty feet high. The current, confined for a long eourfc 
between the rocky mountains of Nubia, tries to expand 
Itfelf with great violence. Finding, in every part before 
it, oppofition from the rocks of granite, and forced back 
l>y thefe, it meets the oppofite currents. The chafing oP 
the water againft thefi»huge obftacles, the taeeting of the 
contrary currents one with another! creates fuch a vior 
lent ebullition, and makes fuch a.noife and difturbed ap* 
pc^fance, thatit JHHs the mind with «i>nfufiQn<i rachertliaa 
terror. • . • 

On the 22d, 23d, iindf 24tb of January, ony travellers 
being .at .Syet^t ifi a Jioufe immediately eaft of the fmall 
ifland in th^ Nil^ by a mean of three obferviitions of 
the fun in the merid^n, Mr. BYuce concluded the lati- 
tude of Sycne, to be 24*^ o" 4^'' north. 

As Mr. Bru«e was now about to launch into that part 
of his expedition^ in which he was to have no further 
intereoutie with Europe, he'fet hinxfelf to work to ex-, 
^rnine all his obfervations, and put his journal in fuch 
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forwardnefs by explanations^ where needful, that the 
labours and pains he had hitherto been at, might not be 
totally loft to the public, if he ftiould perifh in the jour- 
ney he had undertaken, which, every day, from all in- 
formation he could procure, appeared to be more and 
more defparate. 

Having finiflied thcfc, at Jcaft fo far as to make them 
intelligible to others, he conveyed tlicm to his friends 
at Cairo, to remain in their cuftody till he fhould return^ 
or news come that he was otherwife difpoied of. 

On Thurfday, the i6th of February, 1769, Mr. Bruce 
Tieard the caravan was ready to fct out for Kenne» the 
Caen: Emporium of antiquity. All the way from Ken* 
ne, clofe to their left, were defert hills, on which not 
the leaft verdure grew, but a few plants of a large fpe* 
pies of Solanum, called Burrumbuc. 

On the 17th, at eight o'clock in the tnorntnr, Mr. 
Bruce, having mounted hjfi {Servants all on faomback» 
and taken the charge of their own camels, (for there wae 
a confufion in their caravan not to be defcribed, and th<) 
guards they knew were, but a fet of thievet ) they advan* 
'ced flowly into the defert. There were about two hun- 
jdred men on horfeback, armed with firelocks ; all of them 
lions, if yon believed their word or appearance ; but our 
travellers were credibly informed, that fifty of the A- 
labs, at firft fight, would have made theie heroes Of 
without any blood (hed. 

Our traveUcrs' road was all the way in an open plain » 
bounded by imlocks of fand, and fine gravel, perfe6\ly 
hard, and not perceptibly above the level of the plaia 
country of Egypt. About twelve miles diftant there 
is a ridge of mountains of no confiderable height, per-* 
haps the moft barren in the world. Between thefe their 
road lay through plains, never three miles broad, but 
without trees, (hrubs, or herbs. There are not even the 
traces af any living creature, neither ferpent nor lizard, 
antelope i^or oftrich, the ufual inhabitants of the molt 
dreary deferts. There is tio fort of water on the furface*. 
brackifh or fweet. Even the birds feem to avoid the 
place as pcftilentlal, not one being fccn of any kind fa 
njugh^s flying ove^ The fun was burning hotj and^ 
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upon rubbing two fticks together. In half a minute, they 
.both took fire, and flamed ; a mark how near the coun« 
try was reduced to a general conflagration ! 

At half paft three, they pitched their tent near forac 
draw-wells, which, upon tafting, they found bitterer than 
foot. They had, indeed, other water carried by the 
camels in fkins, 1 his well-water had only one needful 
quality, it was co^d, and therefore very comfortable for 
lefrefhing them outwardly. This unpleafant ftation rs 
called Legeta ; here they were obliged to pafs the night, 
and all next day, to wait the arrival of the caravan of 
.Cus, EftiC, and part of thofc of Kenne and Ebanout. 

In the evening came twenty Turks from Caramania, 
-which is that part of Afia Minor immediately on the fide 
of the Mediterranean oppofite to the coaft of Egypt ; a?l 
of them neatly and cleanly drelled like Turks, all on 
camels, armed withfwords, a pairof piftols at their gir- 
dle, and a fliort neat gun ; their arms were in very good 
order, with their flints and ammunition flowed in, 
.cartridge-boxes, in a very foldier-like manner. A few 
x)f thefe fpoke Arabic, and Mr. Bruce's Greek fervant,. 
Michael, interpreted for the reft. Having been inform- 
<ed, that the large tent bekmged to an Englifhman, thejr 
came into it without ceremony. They told Mr. Brucc^ 
that they were a namber of neighbours and companions^ 
who had fet out together to go to Mecca, to the Hadje ; 
and not knowing the language, or euiloms of the peopte, 
they had been but indifferently ufed fince they landed at 
Alexandria, particularly fomewhere about AchmimJ; that 
©ne of the Gwam, or fwimming thieves, had been on 
board of them in the night, and had carried offafmall 
portmanteau with about ^oo fequins in gold'; that, though 
a complaint had been made to the Bey of Girge, yet no 
fatisfaftion had been obtained ; aad that now thay had 
heard an Englifhman was here, whom they reckoned their 
countrymati, they had come to propofe, that they fhouM 
make a common caufc to defend each other againft aU 
enemies.— What they raeaned by countryman was this : — . 
There is in Afia Minor, fomewhere between Anatolia 
and Caramania, a diflri^ which they call Caz Dagli, 
and this the Turks believe was the country from which 
the.Englifh firft drew there origin \ and oathis account 
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tkey never fail to claim kindred with the Englifh wher- 
ever they meet J efpecially if they ftand in need of their 
affiftance. 

Mr. £ruce -fays, he cannot conceal die fccret plca- 
ffire he had i-a finding the chara^er of his country fo 
firmly eftabliOied among nations fo diflant, enemies to 
our religion, and ftrangers to our government. Turks 
from Mount Taurus, and Arabs from the defert of Li- 
bya, thought themfelves unfafe among their own coun- 
trymen, but trufted their lives and their Hi tie fortunes 
impUcity. to the dire6bion and word of an Englifhman 
whom they had never befoie feen. 

They ftaid all the 1 8th at Legeta, waiting for the 
Jan^ion of the caravans, and departed the 19th at fix 
o'clock im the morning. Their journey, all that day, 
was through a plain, never lels than a mile broad, and 
jievcr broader than three ; the hills, on their right and 
left, were higher than the former, and of a brownifh cal- 
cined colour, like the ftones on the fides of Mount Vefu- 
vius, but without any herb or tree upon them. 

At half paft ten, they paffed a mountain of green and 
red marble, and at twelve they entered a plain called 
Hamra, where they firft obferved the fand red, with a 
purple caft, of the colour of pwphyry, and this is the fig- 
nificatton of Hamra, the name of the raUey, 

Mr* Bruce difraounted here, to examine of what the 
rocks were compofed; and found that here began the 
quarries of porj^yry, without the mixture of any o- 
Aer ftone ; but it was imperfect, brittle and foft. He 
had not been engaged in this purfuit an hour, before 
tbey were alarmed witijr a report that the Atouni had at- 
tacked the rear of the caravaii ; they were at the head of 
it* The Turks and his fervants were all drawn together, 
at the foot of the mountain, and pofted as advantaj;eouf- 
lyaspoifible. But it foon appeared, that they were 
fonac. thieves only, who had attempted to Heal fome loads 
of- corn from eamels that were weak, or fallen lame, 
perhaps in intelligence with thofe of their own caravans. 

On the soth, at fix o'clock in the morning, they left 
Main el Mafarek, and, at ten, came to the mouth of the 
<lefiles. At eleven they began todefcend^ having had a 
v«ry imperceptible afceat fiom Kenne all the way. 

Ob 
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On tlae i id» they departed earlf in th^ morning frdto 
Koraixn, and, at ten o'clock^ they paffed feveral defiled, 
perpetually alarmed by a report, that the Arabs were 
approachinj ; none of whom they evef faw. 

At length they arrived at Coffeir, a fmall mud-walled 
village, built upon the Ihore, among hillocks of float- 
ing fand. It is defended by a fquare fort of hewn ftonc> 
with fquare towtrs in the angles, which have in them 
three fmall cannon of iron, and one of brafs, all in very- 
bad condition ; of no other ufe but to terrify the Arabs, 
and hinder them frgm plundering the town whei full of 
corn, going to Mecca in time of famine. The walls arc ' 
not high; nor was it neceflary, if the great guns were in 
order, "^ut as this is not the cafe, the rampans are 
heightened by clay, or by mud-waHs, to fcreen the fol- 
diers from the fire-arms of the Arabs, that might other- 
-wife command them from the fandy hills in the neigh-^ 
bourhood. 

The port, if we may call it fo, is on the fouth-caft of 
the town. It is nothing but a rock which runs out about 
four hundred yards into the fea, and defends the veffels, 
which ride to the weft of it, from the north and north-eaft 
winds, as the houfes of the town cover them from the 
north-weft. There is a large inclofure with a high mad- 
wall, and, within, O'ery merchant has a (hop or maga- 
eine for his corn and merchandife : little of this lad is im- 
ported, unlefs coarfe India goods, for the confuroption 
of Upper Egypt, fince the trade to Dongola and 
Sennaar has been interrupted, 

Mr. Bruce found, by many meridian altitudes of the 
fun, taken at the caftle, that Coffeir is in iat. 36** 7' j^i'l 
north ; and, by three obfervations of Jupiter's fatellitcs,^ 
be found its long;itude to be 54^ 4' 15" eaft of tht meri-" 
dian of Greenwich. 

The caravan from Syene arrived at this time, efcorted 
by four hundred Ababde, all upon camels, each armed 
with two fhort javelins. The manner of thdr riding was 
very whimfical; they had two fmall faddles on each 
camel, and fat, back to back, which might be, in their 
pradice, convenient enough ; but, if they had been to 
fight With our travellers^ every ball would hav« killed 
two of them. 

Mr. 
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Mr, Bruce now toolc up his quarters in the cafUe, and 
as the Ababde had told ftrange ftories about the Moun- 
tain of Emeralds, he determined, till his captain fhould 
return, to make a voyage thither. There was no pof- 
fibility of knowing the diftancc by report ; fometiraes it 
was twenty-five miles, fomctimes it was fifty,' and fome- 
times it was a hundred. 

He-chofe a man who had been twice at thefe moun- 
tains of emeralds ; and with the bcft boat then in the 
harbour, on Tuefday the i4lh of March, they failed, 
with the wind at North Eaft, from the harbour of Cof- 
fcir, about an hour before the dawn of day. They kept 
ooafting along, with a very moderate wind, much di- 
verted with the red and green appearances of the marble 
mountains upon the coaft. Their vcffel had one fail, 
like a ftraw mattrafs, made of the leaves of a kind of 
palm-tree, which they call Doom. It was fixed above, 
and drew up like a curtain, but did not lower with a yard 
like a fail ; fo that upon ftrefs of weather, if the fail was 
furled, it was fo top-heavy, that the ihip muft founder, 
or the mail be carried away. But, by way of indemni- 
fioition, the planks of the veflel were lewed together, and 
th^e was not a nail, nor a piece of iron, in the whole 
ihip \ fo that when yoii ftruck upon a rock, fcldom any 
damage enfued. 

On the 15th, about nine o'clock, Mr. Brticc faw a 
^^%^ h'gh rock, like a pillar, rifing out of the fea. At 
^rft, he took it for a part of the Continent ; but, as he 
advanced nearer it, the fun being very clear, and the 
fea calm, he took an obfervation, and as their fituation 
was lat. 29** 6', and the ifland about a league diftant, to 
the S. S. W. of them, he concluded its latitude to be 
pretty exaftly 25^ 3' North. This ifland is about three 
miles from the fhore, of an oval form, rifing in the mid- 
dle. It feems to be of granite ; and is called, in the lan- 
guage of the country, Jibbel Siberget, which has been 
tranflated the Mountain of Emeralds, Siberget, however, 
is a w6rd in the language of the Shepherds^ who, pro- 
bably, never intheir lives faw an emerald ; and though 
the Arabic tranflation is Jibhel Zumrud^ and that word 
has been transferred to the emerald, a very fine ftone, 
oftener fecn fincc the difcovcry of the new world, yet 
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Mr. Brace very much doubts, whether cither Siberget or 
Zumrud t\tx meant Emerald in old times. 

On the 16th, at day-break in the morning, our 
ti-avellcr took the Arab of Coffeir with him, who knew 
the place. They landed on a point perfedly defert; at 
firft, fandy like CoITcir, afterwards, where the foil was 
fixed, producing fome few plants of rue or abfinthium. 
They advanced above three miles farther in a perfectly 
defert country, witli only a few acacia-trees fcattered 
here and there, and came to the foot of the mountains. 

At the foot of the mountain, or about feven yards up 
from the bafe of it, are five pits or (hafts, none of them 
four feet in diameter, called the Zumrud Wells ^ from 
V, hich the ancients are faid to have drawn the emeralds. 
Our travellers were jiot provided with materials, and 
littk endowed with inclination, to defcend into any one 
of them, where the air was probably bad. Mr. Bruce 
icked up the nozzcls, and ibrae fragments of lamps, 
ke thofe of which we find millions in Italy ; and fomc 
worn fragments, but very finall ones, of that brittle 
green chryftal, which is the fiberget and bilur of Ethio-. 
pia, perhaps the zumrud, the fmaragdus defcribed by 
rliny, but by no means the emerald, known fince ihe 
difcovery of the new world, whofe firft. chara^er abfo- 
lutely defeats itsprctenfion, the true Peruvian emerald 
being equal in hardnefs to the ruby. 

Mr. Bruce, having fatisfied his curiofity as to thefe 
mountains, without having fcen a living creature, re- 
turned to his boat, where he found all well, and an ex- 
cellent dinner of filh prepared. 

About three o'clock in the afternoon, with a favour- 
able wind and fine weather, they continued along the 
coaft, with an eafy fail, lliey faw no appearance of 
any inhabitants ; the mountains were broken and point- 
ed, taking the direftion of the coaft, advancing and 
receding as the (hore itfelf did. They continued this 
voyage, and, after encountering ftorms that were near- 
ly prbving fatal to them, they arrived fafc at Coflier, 
on the 19th, about the clofe of the evening. 

On the jth of April, Mr. Bruce, after having made 
his laft obfervation of longitude at Coifeir, embarked on 
board a veiTel he had procured for the purpofe, and 
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Ikiled from that port* It was neccflary to conceal froni 
fome of his rer\rants his intention of proceeding to the 
bottom of the Gulph, left, finding themfslvcs among 
Chriftiahs fo near Cairo, they might defert a voyage of 
which they were fick, before if was well begun. 

In the morning of the 6th, they made the JafFatecn 
Iflands, They are four in number, joined by fhoala 
and funken rocka. They are crool^ed, or bent, like 
half a bow, and are dangerous for (hips failing in the 
night, becaufe there feems to be a paffage between them, 
to which, when pilots are attending, they negled two 
fmall dangerous funk rocks, that lie almoft in the mid- 
dle of the entrance, in deep water. 

On the 9th, they arrived at Tor, a fmall fi:raggling 
■ village, with a convent of Greek Monks, belonging t» 
Mcftnt Sinai. Don John de Caftro took this town 
when it was walled an4 fortified, Toon after the dif- 
covery of the Indies by the Portuguefe ; it has never 
fince been of any confideration. It ferves now only 
as a watering-place for (hips going to and from S\x^2^ 
From this we have a diftind view of the points of the 
mountains Horeb and Sinai/ which appear behind and 
above the others, their tops . being often covered with 
fnow in winter. 

TheRais, having difpatched his bufinefs, wis eager 
to depart; and, accordingly, on the nth of April, at 
day-break, they ftood out of the harbour of Tor. At 
night, by an obfervatioa of two liars in the meridian, 
Mr. Bruce concluded the latitude of Cape Mahomet 
to be 270 54% N. It muft be underflood of tht moun- 
tain, or high land, which forms the Cape, not the low 
point. The ridge of rocks that run along behind Tor, 
bound that low fandy country, called the Defert of Sirf, 
to the eaftward, and end in this Cape, which is the 
high land obferved at fea ; but the lower part, or i'outh- 
ernmoft extreme of the Cape, runs about three leagues 
off from the high land, and is fo low, that it cannot 
be {een f|om deck above three leagues. 

Ontfie 1 2 th, they failed from Cape Mahomet, jufi 

as the fun appeared. They paiTed the ifland of Tyrone, 

in the mouth of the Elanitic Gulf, which divides it 

'•near equally into two; or rather the north- weft fide is 
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narrpweft. The dire^Ion of the Gulf is nearly north 
and fouth. 

On the 15th they came to an anchor at El Har* 
where they faw high, craggy, and broken mountains, 
<^lled the Mountains of Ruddua. Thefe abound with 
Iprings of water ; all forts of Arabian and African fruits 
grow here in perfeftion, and every kind of vegetable 
that they will take the pains to cultiva^. It is the pa* 
radife of the people of Yambo; thofe of any fubftance 
>.ave country houfes there ; but, ftrange to tell, they 
(^ay.#there but for a ihort time, and prefer the bare, 
dry, and burning fands^about Yambo, to one of the 
fineft climates, and moft verdant plcafent' countries, 
that cxiils in the world. The people of the place told 
Mr. Brace, that water freezes there in winter, and that 
there are fome of the inhabitants who have red h«r, 
and blue eyes, a thing fcarcely ever feen but in the 
coldiell mountains in the. Eaft. 

On the i6th> about ten oVlock, they pafled a 
ttofque, or Shekh's tomb on the main land, on their 
left hand, called Kubbet Yambo, and before eleven 
they anchored in the mouth of the port in deep water. 
Yambo, corruptly called Imbo, is an ancient city, now 
dwindled to a paltry village. Yambo, in the language 
of the country, fignifies a fountain or fpring, a very 
copious one af excellent water being found there 
among the date trees, and it is one of the ftations of 
the Emir Hadje in going to, and coming from Mecca. 
The advantage of the port, however^ which the other 
basV.ot, and the proteftion of the caftle, have' ca'rried 
tra4ing veffels to the modern Yambo, where there is no 
water, but wliat is brought from poolfr dug on.purpofe 
to receive the rain when it foils. ^ 

Yambo, or at leaft the prefent town of that name, 
Mr^ Bruce found, by many obfervations of the Cvtn 
and ftars, to be in latitude 24^ 3' 35" north, and in 
• longitude 38^ 16' 30" caft from the meridian of 
Greenwich. 

The many delays of loading the wheat, the defire of 
douhlhig the quantity Mr. Bruce had been permitted to 
take, detained him at Yambo till the 27th of April, 
very much a^ainft his inclination. For he wa$ not a 
' ^ ' little 
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fittlc uneafy at. thinking among what a banditti he 
lived, whofe daily wiih was to rob' and murder him, 
from which they were retrained by fear only; and 
thisj a fit of drunkennefs, or a piece of bad news> fuch 
as a report of Ali iey*$ death, might remove in a mo- 
ment. Indeed they were allowed to want nothing. A 
iheep, forae b^d beer, and fome very good wheat-oread» 
were delivered to them every day from the Aga, which, 
with dates and honey, and a variety of prefents from 
thofe that Mr. Brace attended as a phyfician, made 
them pafs their time comfortably enough ; they went 
fireqaently in the boats to iifh at fea, and, as our tra- 
veller had brought with him three fizgigs of different 
iizes, with the proper lines, he feldom returned without 
killing four or ^vc dolphins* The fport with the line 
was like wife excellent. They had vinegar in plenty 
at Yambo ; onions, and feveral other greens, from 
Raddua ; and, being all cooks, they Uvea well. 

On the 28tb of April, i« the morning, they failed 
with a cargo of wheat that did not belong to them, and 
three pafifengers, inftead of one, for whom only Mr. 
firoce had undertaken. After touching at different 
idands, on the 3d of May, they arrived at Jiddai clofe 
.upan the quay» \fhere the 0£cer»bf the Cuftom-houfe 
immediately took poiTeilionof their baggage. 

The port of Jidda is very extenfive, confining of 
nomberlefs ihoals, fmall iflands, and funken rocks, with 
channels however .between them, and deep water. 
You are very fafe in Jidda harbour, whatever winrf 
blows, as there are numberlefs ihoals which prevent 
the water from ever being put into any general mo- 
tion ; and you may moor head and Hern, with twenty 
anchors oat if you pleafe. -But the danger of being 
lad;, perhaps, lies- in the going in and coming out of 
the harbour. Indeed the obfr rvation is here verified, 
the more dangerous the pirt, x\i^ ahltr the fHoU^ and no 
accidents ever happen. 

Of all the new things Mr. Bruce had yet feen, what 
ittoft aftonifiied him was the manner in which trade was 
carried on at this place. Nine ihips were there from 
India; fome of them worth perhaps aoo,oool. One 
merchant^ a Turk, living at Mecca^ thirty hdura jour* 
Da »^y 
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uey off, where no Chri^an dare go, whilft the whole 
Continent is open to the Turk for eicape, offers to pur* 
chafe the cargoes of four out of nine of thefe &ips 
himfelf ; another, of the fame cafl, comes aad fays, he 
will buy none, uolefs he has them all. The fampl«s 
are fhewri, and^he cargoes of the whole nine Ihips are 
^arried^nto the wildeft part of Arabia, by men with 
whom ^gjvould not wUh to truft ourfelves alone in the 
field. This is notiill, two India brokers come into the 
room to feitle the price. One on the part of the India 

_^captain, the other on that of the buyer the Turk. 

"They are neither Mahometans nor Chriilians, but have 
credit with both. Thc)^ fit down on the carpet, and 
take an India fhawl, which they carry on their (boul- 
ders, like a napkin, and fpread it over their hands. 
They talk, in the mean time, on different fubjeAs, of 
the arrival of fhips from India, or of the news of the 
day, as if they were employed in no ferious bufineft 
whatever. After about twenty minutes fpcnt in hand- 
ling each others fingers below the ihawl, the bargain is 
concluded, fay for nine fhips, without one word ever 
having been fpoken on tfte fubjeft, or pen or ink ufed 
in any ihape whatever. There never was one inftance 
4t)f a difpute happening in thefe faleu 

Matters are to be carried ftill further, and the money 
is to be paid. A private Moor, who has nothing, to 
fupport iiim but his charadler, becomes re(ponftble for 
the payment of thefe cargoes ; bis name was Ibrahim 
-Saraf when Mr. Bruce was there; /. e. Ibrahim the 
Broker. This man delivers a number of coarfe hempen 
bags, full of what is fuppofed to be jnoncy. He marks 
the contents upon the bag, and puts his feal upon the 
ilring that ties the mouth of it. Th^ is received for 
what is marked upon it, without any One ever having 
lOpened one of the bags, and, in India, it is current for 
jthe value marked upon it, as long as the bag lafts, 

Jidda, as well as all the eaft coaft of the Red Sca# is 
»ery unwholefome. Immediately without tjie gate of 
that town, to the eaftward, is a defert plain filled with 
the huts of the Bedowcens, or country Arabs, built of 
Jcng bundles of ipartum, or bent grafs, put together 
like fiUcines. Thefe. Bcdowiens fupply Jidda with 
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ifi3fc and butter. There is no ftirring out of townr 
even for a walk, unlefs for at^out half a n\ile> on tW 
fouth fide by the fea, where there is a number of ftink- 
iog pools of flagnant water, which contributes to make* 
the town very unwholefome. 

This place, beildes being in the itM unwholefoma' 
part of Arabia* is, at the fame time, in thie moik bar<^ 
ren and defert fituationi This, and many other incon<* 
venienccs, under which it labours, would, probably,, 
have occafioned its being abandoned altogether, were it 
not for its vicinity to Mecca, and the great and fudden 
influx of wealth fmm the India trade, which, once a- 
year, arrives in this part, but does not continue, |ni0*^ 
ing on, as through a turnpike, to Mecca ; whence it 
is difperfed all over the eaft.. Very little advantage 
however accrues to Jidda. The cuHoms areallimme*' 
diateiy fcnt to a needy fovcreign, and a hungry fet of 
relations^ dependents, and minifters at Mecca? The 
gold ift returned in bags and boxes, ?nd paiTes on a^ 
Tapidly to the fliips as the goods do to the market, and 
leaved as little profit behind. In the mean , time, pro- 
vifions riie to a prodigious price, and this falls upo9> 
the townfmen, while all the profit of the traiiicis in th^ 
hands of ftrangers ; moii of whom, aftet the market is 
over, (which does not lafl fix weeks) retire to Yemen, 
and other neighbouring countries, . which abound in 
every fort of provifion. 

Though Jidda, is the country of their prophet, yi?t 
jip where are ti^ere fo many unmarried women, and the 
permUlion of marrying four wives was allowed in this 
diftrijft in the firft inftance, and afterwards communi- 
cated to all the tribes* But ^ahomet, in his permii^ 
fion c^ plurality of wives, feems, conftantly to have 
been on his guard againftfufFering that, which was> 
intended for the welfare of his people, fro,m operating 
in a dilFereiiit manner. He did not permit a man to 
ina,rry two, three, or four wives, unlefs he could main- 
tain them. He wa^ interefted for the rights, and rank 
of thefc women ^ and the man fo marrying was obliged 
to fhew before the Cadi, or fome equivalent officer, or 
judge, that it was in his power to fupport them, ac- 
cordiilg, to their birth* It was not fo with concubines, 
D 3 : with 
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with women who were purchafed, or who vt^ere taken 
in war.r . Every man^njoyed thele at bis pleafurc, and 
their peril, that is, whether he was able to maintain 
them or not. From this great fcarcity of provifions, 
which is the refult of an extraordinary concourfc to a 
place almofl: dellitute of the neceflaries of life, few in- 

^ Kabitants of Jidda can avail thcmfelves of the privilege 
granted them by Mahomet, He therefore canpot marry 
more than one wife, becaufe he cannot mainrain more, 
and from this caufe arifes the want of people, and the 

. large number of unmarried women. 

The kindhefs and attention Mr. Bruce here received 
from his countrymen did not leave him as long as he 
i»as on fliore. They all did him the honour to attend 
him to the water edge. All the quay of Jidda was 
lined witk people to (ee the Engliio falute, and along ' 
vith hia veflcl there parted, at the fame time, one 
bound to Mafuahy which carried Mahomet Abd el 
€ader> governor of Dahalac, over to his government. 

Jidda is in lat. 28® o'l'^ north, and in long. 39*' 16' 
45'' caft of the meridian of Greenwich. The weather 
there had few changes, ^nd the g'eneraJ wind yras north- 
weft, or more northerly. This blowing along the di- 
yedlion of the Gulf brought a great deal of damp^long 
Vfixk it; and this damp increafes as the feafon advances. 
Once in twelve or fourteen days, perhaps, they had a 
fouth wind, which was always dry. 

On the 8th of July, 1769, Mr. Bruce failed from 
the harbour of Jidda on board the fame veflel as be- 
fore, and fuffered the Rais to take a fmall loading for 
his own account, upon condition that he was to carry 
no paflengers. The wind was fair, and they failed 
through the Englifh fleet at their anchors. As they 
had all honoured our traveller with, their regret at 
parting, and acconnpanied him to the ihore, the Rais 
was furprifed to fee the refptdl paid to his little veflfel 
as it paffed under their huge ftcrns, every one hoifting 
his colours, and faluting it with eleven guns.'^ 

At a quarter paft eight, on the 1 1 th, they were towed 
to their anchorage in the'harbour of Konfodah. Koxi- 
fodah means the town of the hedgehog. It is a fmall 
village, confining of about two hundred miferable 
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koufcs, built with green wood, and covered with inati, 
made of the doom, or pahn-tree, lying on a bay, or 
rather a (hallow bafon, in a. defert wade or plain. Be- 
hind the tovyn are fmall hillocks of white fand. No« 
thing grows on fliore excepting kelp, hot it is exceed- 
ingly beautiful, and very luxuriant; farther in there 
are gardens. Fi(h is in perfcdl plenty ; butter and 
miJk in great abundance ; even the defert looks freflier 
than other deferts, which makes it probable that rain 
<fometimes falls there. 

Kofodah is in lat.*i9^ 7' North. It is one of the 
moil unwholefome parts on the Red Sea ; provifion is 
yery dear and bad, and the water execrable. Goats 
flefh is the only meat, and that very dear and lean* 
The anchorage, from the caftle, bears north-well a 
quarter of a mile diilant« from ten to feven fathoms^ 
in fancTand mud. 

At five in the afternoon of the 14th, they pafled Ras 
Heli, which is the botmdary between Yemen, or Ara- 
bia Felix, and the Hejaz, or province of Mecca, the 
firft' belonging to the Imam, or king of Sana, the other 
to the Sheriffe lately fpoken of. Mr. Bruce deiired 
his Rais to anchor this night dofe under the Cape, a« 
it was perfectly calm and clear, and, by taking a mean 
of five obfervations of the paflage of fo many ftars, the 
moft proper for the purjpofe, over the meridian, he de- 
termined the latitude of Ras Hell, and confequently the 
boundary of the two ftates, H'ejez and Yemen, or Arabiit 
Felix and Arabia Deferta, to be 1 8® 36' north. 
. Every .part of the Tandy defert at the foot of the 
mountains is called Tehama, which extends to Mocha, 
But in the maps it is marked as a feparate country 
from Arabia Felix, whereas it is but the low part, or 
fea coaft of it, and is not a feparate jurifdidion. It is 
called Tema in Scripture, and derives its name from 
Taami in Arabic, which figniies the fea- coaft. There 
is little water here, as it never rains; there is alfo no 
animal but the gazel or antelope, and but a few of 
them, There are fey^ birds, and thofe which may be 
found are generally filent. v 

On the 18th, at feven in the morning, they firft dif- 
covered the mountains^ under which lies the town of 
P 4 JUoheia.A 
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Lohcia. The bay was fo (hallow, and the tide being 
at ebb, they coilld get no nearer than within abput five 
miles of the fliore.. Loheia is built upon the fouth-weft 
fide of a peninfula, fur'rounded every where, but on 
the eaft, by the fea. In the middle of this neck there 
is a fmall mountain which ferves for a fortrefs^ and 
there are toweis with cannon, which reach acrpfs on 
each fide of the hill to the fhore. Beyond this is a. 
plain, where the Arabs intending to attack the t^wn, 
jj^enerally affemble. At Lohcia they had a very uneafy 
fenfation, a kind of prickling came into their legs, 
>vhich were bare, occafio'ncd by the fait ciRuvia, or 
ffeams, from the earth, which all about the town, and 
further to the fouth, is flrongly impregnated with that 
mineral, Filh, ^d butchers meat, and indeed all forts 
of provifion, are plentiful and reafonable at Loheia^ 
but the water is bad. It is found in the fand at the 
foot of the mountains, down the fides of which it has 
fallen in the time of the rain, and is brought to the 
town in ikins upon camels. There is alfo plenty of 
fruit brought from the mountains by the Bedowe, who. 
live in the ikirts of the town, and uipply it with milk, 
firewood, and fruit, chiefly grapes and bananas. 

The government of the Imam is much more gentle 
than any Moorifti government in Arabia or Africa ; the 
people too are of gentler manners, the men; from early - 
ages, being accuffomed to trade. The women at Loheia 
♦^re as folicitous to pleafe as thofe of the moft poliftied 
nations in Europe ; and, though very retired, whether 
married or unmarried, they are not lefs careful of their 
/ drefs and perfons. At home they wear nothing but a 
long ftiift of fine cotton-cloth, fuitable to. their qua« 
lity. They dye their feet and hands with henna, net 
only for ornament, but as an aftringent, to keep them 
dry from fweat; they wear their own hair> which i^ 
plaited, and falls in long tails behind. 

,0n the 27th, in the evening, they parted from Lo- 
heia, but were obliged to tow the boat out. About 
eleven they failed with a wind at north-eaft, and pafled 
a clufter of iflands on their left. 

After pafljng fome dangerous fhoals, on the 30th, at 
feven o'clock in the morning, with a gentle but fleady 
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wind at wft, they failed for the mouth of the Indian- 
Ocean. The Rais became more lively and bolder as 
ie approached his own coait, and oFered to carry Mr. 
Bruce for nothing, if he would go home with him to 
Sheher, but he had already enough upon his hands. 

The coaft of Arabia* all along from Mocha to the- 
Straits, is a bold coaft, clofe to which you- may rup 
without danger night or day. They continued their 
courfe within a mile of the ihore, where in fome places, 
there appeared to be fmall woods, in others a flat bare 
country, bounded with mountains a confiderable dif- 
tance. The wind freftiened as they advanced. About: 
four in the afternoon they faw the mountain which '- 
forms one of the Capes of the Straits of Babelmaadeb^ . 
in ftiape. refembling a gunner's quoin. 

The 3 ift, at nine in the morning, they came to aat 
anchor above Jibbel Raban, or Pilots Ifland, juft under - 
the Cape which, on the Arabian fide, forms the nortfct. 
entrance of the Straits. After getting within the 
Straits, the channel is divided into two> by the iilaiid 
of Perim^^ otherwife called Mehum, The inmoft and- 
northern channel, or that towards the Arabian (bore,. 
i» two leagues broad at moft, and from twelve to feven^ 
teen fathom of water. . The other entry is three league*- 
broad, with deep water, from twenty ta thirty fathomi. 
From this, the coaft on, both fides runs nearly in a; 
north- weft direftiont, widening as it advances, and.th^^ 
Indian oceun gi-ows ftraiter. The coaft upon the left- 
han4 is part of the kingdom of Adel, and, on.«the rights., 
that of Arabia: Felix. 

On the- 2d, at fun-rife, they faw land'a-head; which* 
fhey took, to be the mainjf but, upoa-nearer approach^ 
5t|id thfe 'day becomi^ig clearer, they fpund two. low; 
inlands to the. l^w^irdtSJ one of \yhich they fetched with , 
great difficulty. They found there the ftock of. an old.^ 
acacia-trce> "and^twoor three bandies of wrecks. of* 
rotten fticjcs> which they- gatliered with great caref-. 
and all of them- agreed, they would. eat breakfaft>.din» 
ncr, and fupper hot, inftead of the cold repaft the^ / 
had made in the Straits. Theynow made feveral large \ 
£res; cue took the charge of the coffee, another boiled 
the rice; they killed fb«r tuctlt»i:made ready a doU 
t> S, P^i»»- 
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phin; got bcer^ wine, and brandy, and drank the 
king's health in carneft, which their regimen would 
not aUow them , to do in the Straits of Babclmandeb* 
While this good cheer was preparing, Mn Bruce favr 
with his glafs, fifft one man rnnning along the coaft 
weftward, who did not flop ; about a quarter of an 
hour after, another upon a camel, walking at the or-? 
dinary pace, who difmounted juft oppofite to them, 
and, as he thought, kneeled down to fay hi* prayers 
upon the fand. They had launched their boat immedi- 
ately upon feeing the trunk of the tree on the ifland | 
£^ they were ready, and Mr. Bruce ordered two of the 
men to row him on Ihore, which they did. It i« a bay 
of but ordinary depth, with ftraggling trees, and fome 
flat ground along the coaft. Immediately behind is a 
«^w of mountains t)f a brbwnifli or black colour. 

Mr. Bruce went on fhore at the place, and, after 
fome little intercourfe with fome of the natives, whofe 
CQtidud^ was very fufpicious, he direded^the Rais to 
ftand out towards Crab-ifland, and there being a gentle 
breeze horn the (ho re, carrying an eafy fail, <hejr flood 
over upon Mocha town, to avoid fome rocks or iflands* 
While lying at Crab-ifland, he obferved two ftars pafs 
the meridian^ and by them he concluded the latitude of 
that ifland to be 13* 2' 45" north. 

The wind continuing moderate, but more to the 
foathward, at three o'clock in the morning of the 3d, 
they paffed Jibbel el Our^e, then Jibbel Zekir; and 
having ^ fleady gale, with fair and moderate weather, 
paiTifig to the welt ward of the ifland Rafab, between 
that and fome other iflands to the north eaft, where the 
wind turned contrary, they arrived at Lohcia, the 6th; 
in the morning. Loheia is in lat. 15** 40' 52" north, 
afid in long. 42^ 58^ 1 5'' eafl of the mejidian of Green- 
wich. 

Every thing being jvepared for our travellers de- 
parture, they failed from Loheia on the 3d of Septem- 
ber, 1769, for Mafuah. The harbour of Loheia » 
which is by much the largeft in the Red Sea, is now 
fo fliallovv', and choked up, that, unlefs by a narrow 
canal throtigh which you enter and go out, there is no 
where three fathom of water^ and m many places not 
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Italf tfiat depth. This is the cafe wit^all the harboars 
^n the caft coad of the Red Sea, while thofe on (he 
well are deep, without any banks or bars before them. 

An AbyiTiaian, who died on boards and who had 
been buried upon their coming out from Loheia bay, 
had been feen upon the bowfprit for two nights, and 
had terrified the /ailors very much ; even the Rais had 
been not a' little alarmed; and, though he could not 
direftly fay that he had feen him, yet, after Mr- Bruce 
was in bed on the 7ch, he complained feriouily to him 
of the bad confequences it would produce if a eale of 
wind was to rife, and the ghoft was to keep his place 
there ; he defired him to come forward and fpeak to 
him. •' My good Rais, (faid Mr. Bruce) I am -ex- 
ceeding tired, and my head achs much with the fun* 
which hath been violent to-day. You know the Abyf- 
finian paid for his paifage, and, if he does not over- 
load the ihip, (and I apprehend he (hould be lighter 
than when vrc took him on booferd) I do not think, chat 
in juftice or equity, either you or i can hinder the 
ghod from continuing his voyage to Abyllinia, as wo 
cannot judge what ferious bufineis he may have there.*' 
The Rais began to blefs himfelf that he did not know 
any thing of his affairs. — *' Then, (faid Mr. Bruce) 
if yott do not find he makes the veiTeLtoo heavy be- 
fore, do not moleft him ; becaufe, certainly, if he was 
to come into any other part, of the fliip^ or if he was 
to infill to fit in the middle of you (in the difpofitioa 
that you all are) he would be a greater inconvenience 
to you than in his prefent poft." The Rais began 
again to blefs himfelf, repeating a verfe of the Koran ; 
•« bifmilla f&eitan rejem,"^ in the name of God keep 
the devil far from me. <* Now,^Rats, (faid Mr. Bruce) 
if he does us no harm, you will let him ride upon the 
bowfprit till he is tired, or till he comes to Mafuah ; 
ibr 1 fwear to you, unlefs he hurts or troubles us, I 
do not think I have anv obligation to get out t>f my 
bed to moleif him ; only fee that he carries nothing oiF 
with him." 

The Rais now feemed to be exceedingly offended^ 

and faid, for his part, he did not care for his life more 

than any other man <mi board; if it was not from feay* 

of a gale of wind, he might ride on the bowfprit and 
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be d — n'd ; but that^ he had always heard learned peo- 
ple Coald fpeak to ghofts. " Will you be lb good 
Rais, (replied our traveller) to ftep forward^ and tell 
him, that I am going, to drink coffee, and fhoald be , 
glad if he would walk into the cabbin, and ti,y any 
thing he has to communicate to me, if he is a Chrif- 
tian, and if not, to Mahomet Gibberti.'* The Rais 
went out, but, as Mr. Bruce's fervant told hinii he 
would neither go himfelf, nor could get any perfon to 
go to the ghoft for him. However, here the matter 
ended for the prefent. He was indeed feen again fome 
time afterwards, and was (aid to have robbed feveral 
of the pafTengers of part of thci^ property. Mr. Bruce^ 
however, found out, that it was not the ghoft, but fome 
of the failors who were the thieves, and,*^fter this de- 
tedion, the ghoft was never more heard of. 

On the I ith, about feven in the evening, they ftruck 
upon a reef of coral rocks. Arabs are cowards in all 
/udden dangers ; for they confider every accident as the 
will of Providence, and therefore not to be avoided. 
The Arab failors were for immediately taking tp the 
boat; while the Abyflinians were for cutting up the, 
planks and wood of the inflde of the veiTel, and making 
ier a raft. A violent difpute enfued, and after that a 
battle, Jwhen night overtook them, ftill faft upon the 
Tock. . The Rais and Yafine, however, calmed the ^ 
riot, when Mr. Bruce begged the paflengers would hear . 
him. ** You all know, (faid he) or fhould knOw»^ 
that the boat is mine ; as I bought it with my money, 
for the fafety and accommodation of myfelf and (er- 
vants; you know, likewife, that I and my men are all 
weir armed, while you are naked; therefore do not 
imagine that we will fufFer any of you to enter that 
boat, and iave your lives at the cxpence of ours. On 
this veffel of the Rais is your depen^ace, in it you are 
to be faved or to periih ; therefore all hamds to work» 
and get the veffel off,- while it is calm ; if fhe had .been 
inatemlly damaged, (he had been funk before now,'* 
They all fcemed on this to lake courage, and faid, they 
hoped he would not leave them. He told them, i£ 
they would be men, he would not leave them while 
there was a bit of the veffel together 

The, 
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TThe boat was immediately launched, and one of Mir. 
Brtice's fervianu, the Rais, and two ♦iailors, were put 
on board. They were foon upon the bank; where the 
two Tailors got out, who cut their feet at firll upon the 
•white coral, but afterwards got firmer footing. They 
attempted to paih th^ (hip backwards but (he would not 
move. Poles and handfpikes were tried in or'^er to ftir 
her, but thefe were not long enough. In a word, there 
was no appearance of getting her off before morning, 
when they knew the wind would rife* and it wa» to be 
feared fhe would then be da(hed to pieces. Other ef- 
forts were then ufed, and a great cry was fet up, that 
fhe began to move. A little aftfer, a gentle wind juft 
made itfelf felt from the eaft, and the cry from the Rala 
wa^; ** Hoift the fore-fail and put it a-back.** This 
being immediately done, and a gentle breeze filling the 
fore-fail at the time, they all puftied, and the veflel 
did gently off, free from the ihoal. Mr. Bruce did not 
partake of the joy fo fuddenly as the others did. He 
had alfo fbme fears a plank might have been Harted r 
but they faw the advantage of a veffel being fevved, 
rather than nailed together, as fhe not only was unhurt* 
but made very little water. 

On the 19th of September, . at five in the afternoon>" 
they tkme to an anchor in the4iarbourof Mafuah, hav- 
ing been feventeen days on their paiTage, including the 
day they firil went on board, though this voyage, with 
a favourable wind, is generally made in three days'; it 
often has, indeed, been failed in lefs. Yet this muft 
not be wholly attributed to the weather,: as they fpent 
Siuch time in furveying the iilanda. 
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Mcount ofthcfirft Jgis oftht Indian andJfrican Trade^-^ 
thefrft Peopling tf .4bjffima and Athara^^Jbmt Conjee^ 
tttres €on($rutug the Origin of Language then. 

WHOEVER penifcs the hiftory of tke moft 
ancient nations, wil! find the origin of wealth 
and power to have rifen in the eaft, and to have 6;ra* 
dually advanced weftward» fpreading itfelf at the mme* 
time north and footh. They will find the riches and 
population of thoie nations decay in proportion as 
this trade forfakes them ; which cannot but fuggeft to 
cytTy feniihle being, this certain truth, that God makes 
ufe of the fmalleft means and caufes to operate the 
greateft and moft powerful effedts, Sefoftris paflTed with 
a fleet of large (hips from the Arabian Gulf into the 
Indian ocean ; he fubdued part of India, and opened to 
Egypt the commerce of that country by fea. It would 
appear he revived, rather than firft di (covered, this way 
of carrying on the trade to the Eaft- Indies, which, 
though It was at times intermitted, was^ neverthele(t> 
perpetually kept up by the trading nations themfelves^ 
from ihc ports of India and A&ica, and on the Red 
$9a from Idom. 
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' The pilots of Scfoftris were acquainted with the phe- 
nomena of the ti'ade winds and nionfoons. Hiflory fays 
further of Sefoftris, that the Egyptians confiderpd him 
as their greateft bene&dor, for having laid open to 
them the trade both of India and Arabia, for having 
overturned the dominion of the Shepherd kings ^ and^ 
laftly, for having reftored to the Egyptian Individuals 
each their own lands, which have been wrefted from 
them by tJie violent hands of the Ethiopian .Shepherds, 
during the firft afurpation of thefe princes. In memory 
of hrs having happily accamplifhed thefe events, Sefoflrift 
is fatd to have built a (hip of cedar of a hundred and 
twenty yards in length, the outfide of which he covered 
. with plates of gold, and the infide with plates of fi]ver» . 
and thb he dedicated in the temple to Ifis. 

The inhabitants of the peninfula of India laboured 
under many difadvantages in point off climate. The 
high and wjioleftme'^part of the country was covered 
with barren and rugged mountains ; and, at different 
times of the year, violent rains fell in large currents 
down the iides of thefe, which overflowed all the fertile 
land below ; and thefe rains were no. fooner over, than 
they were fucceeded by a fcorching fun, the eiFefl of 
which upon the hunun body was to render it feeble* 
enervated, and incapable of the efforts neceffary for 
agriculture. In this fiat country, large rivers, that 
fcarce had declivity enough to run, crept flowly along, 
through meadows of fat, black earth, ftagnating in 
many places as they went, rolling an abundance of dc^ 
cayed vegetables, and iilling the whole air with exhala* 
tions of the mofl corrupt and putrid kind. Yet they 
had plenty of doa thing adopted by Providence to their 
climate; fpices to prefetve their health; and every tree 
without culture produced them firuit of the mod excel « 
lent kind ; every tree afforded them (hade, under which 
they, could pafs their lives delightfully in a calm and 
rational enjoyment, by the gentle exejrcife of weaving, 
at once providing for the health of their bodies, the 
jbeoeiHties of their femiltes, and . the riches of their 
country. But however plentifully their fpices grew, in 
whatever quantity the Indians confumed them, "and 
however generally they wore their own manufadares, 
tke faperabuttdarce Of both was fuch^ as natarally led 

them 
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them, to look out for articles againft which tKey-mi|Hlr 
barter their fuperflui ties. - 

The filk and cotton of India where white and colours 
lefs, liable to foil, and without any variety ; but Arabia 
produced gums and dyes ,of various ' coIourSf which 
were highly agreeable to the tafle of the Aiiatics. The 
bafis of trade, between India a»d Arabia, was thus laid 
from the beginning by the hand of Providence. The- 
wants and neceffities of the-one found ^ fupply, or ba-* 
lance from the other. ^ * 

^ in India they fixed on gold and filver as proper re- 
Jams for their manufaftures and produce. It is not 
j^afy to fay, w he titer it was from their hardnefs or beau- 
ty, Qr what other reafon governed the mind of man in^ 
making this ftandard of barter. The hi (lory of the 
particiilar tranfadlions of thofe times is loft, if indeed 
there ever was fuch hiHory, and, therefore, all further 
inquiries are in vain. - 

Mr. Bruce next proceeds to fpeak of the origin of 
chara^ers or le iters. He fays, but two original cha-r 
radlers obtained in Egypt. The firft waS the Geez, 
the fecond the SaTiic, and both thefe wer^ the oldcft 
charaders in the world, and both derived from.hiero-- 
glyphics. 

Thebes was built by a colony of Ethiopians from Sire, 
the city of Seir, or the Dog Star, Diodorus Siculos 
fays, that the Greeks, by putting O before Siris, hadi 
made the word unintelligible to the Egyptians i Siris, 
then, was Ofiris ; but he was not the Sun, no more than. 
he was Abraham, nor was he a real perfonage. He was . 
Syrin??, or the dog-ftar, deiigned under the figure of a. 
dog, becaufe of the warning he gave to Atbara, where 
the firft obfervations were made at his difengaging him-* 
felf from the rays of the fun, (b a» to be vifible to the 
naked eye. His firft appearance was figuratively -com- 
pared to the barking of ,a dog, by the wafning it gave 
to prepare for the approacliing inundation. Mr. Bruee 
Ijelieves, therefore, thif^ was the firft hieroglyphic ; and 
that Ifis, Ofiris, and Tot, were all after-inventions re- 
lating to it. It is not to be doubted, that hieroglyphics, 
bttt not allrononjy, were invented at Thebes, where the 
theory of the dog-ftar was particularly inveftigated, be- 
caufe coone^ed with their ruxal year* 
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Mr. Qruce confiders that ixttmenfc quantity of hiero- 
glyphics, with which the walls of the temples, and 
^ces of the obelilks, are covered, as containing fo many 
agronomical obfervations. He looks upon thefe as thft 
cphemeridcs of fome thooiand years, and that fufficiently 
.'^ accounts for their number. Their date and accuracy 
were indifputable ; they were exhibited in the moft pub- 
lic places, to be confulted as occafron required ; and« 
by t4ie deepnefs o£ the engraving, hardnefs of the ma- 
terials, and the tjn'cknefs and folidity of the block itfelf 
upon which they were carved, they bade defiance at 
once to violence ind time, 

Mr. Bruce is fenfible, that moil of the learned writers 
are of icntimepts very different from him in thefe, re- 
fpc6is. They look for liiyileries and hidden meanings* 
moral and phiiofophical treatifes, as the fubje^s of thefe 
hieroglyphics. A fceptre, they fay, is the hieroglyphic 
of a king. But where do we meet a fceptre upon aa 
antique Egyptian monument ?* or who tofl us this was 
an emblem of royalty among the Egyptians at the time 
• of the firft invention of this figurative writing i Again, 
the ferpent with the. tail in its mouth denotes the eternity 
of God, that he is without beginning and without end* 
This is a Chrijdian truth, and a Chriflian belief* but 
no where to be found in the polytheifm of the inventors 
of hieroglyphics. It is not with philofophy as with 
afbronomy; the older the ' obfervations, the more ufe 
^ they are of to pofterity. A Icdure of an Egyptian 
pried upoh divinity, molality, ol* natui^l hidory, ^^ould 
not pay the trouble at this day, of engraving it upon 
flone ; and one of the reafons that no fuch 'fubjedts 
were ever treated in hieroglyphics is, that in all thofc 
Mr. Bruce ever had an opportunity of feeing, and very 
few people have feen more, he conftantlyw found th^ 
fame figures repeated, which obvioufly, and without 
difpute, allude to the hiflory of the. NUe, and its dif- 
ferent periods of increafe, the mode of meafuring it, 
the Etefian winds; in ihort, fuch obfervations as we 
every day fee in an almanack, in which we cannot fup- 
pofe, that forfaking the obvioul import, where th^ 
good they did was Evident, they ihould afcrjbe different 
' meanings to the hieroglyphic, to which no key has been 
* left. 
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left, and therefore their future^ inutility muft have been 
forefecn. 

The word Tof is Ethiopic, and there can be little 
doubt it means the dog-ftar. It was the name given 
to the firft month of the Egyptian year. The mean- 
ing of the name, in the language of the province of 
Sir6, is an M, compofed of diiferent heterogeneous 
pieces ; it is found having this fignification in many of 
thrir books. Thus a naked man is not a Tot, but the 
body of a naked man, with a dog's head, an a{s*s head, 
or a ferpent iaftead of a head, is a Tot. According to 
the import of that word it is an almanack, or fedion 
of the phenomena in the heavens^ which are to happen 
in the limited time it is made to comprehend, when 
expofcd for the information of the public ; and the 
more extenfive its ufe is intended to be, the greater 
, number of emblems, or figns of obfervation, it i« 
charged with. 

The multitude of thefe emblems, aild the frequent 
change of them, produced the ncceffity of contradling 
their fize, and this again a confequentiai alteration in 
the original forms; ahd a fUlc or finall portable inftru* 
njent became all that was neceffary for £ni(hing thefc 
fmall Tots, inftead of a large graver or carving tool^ 
employed in making the large ones. But men, at laft, 
were fo much ufcd to the alteration, a$ to know it better 
than under its primitive form, and the engraving be- 
came what we may cdl the firft elements, or root, in 
preference to the original. 

^ Thefe Tots were probably what formerly the Egyp- 
tians called a book, or almanack ; a colledVion of thefe 
was probably hung up in fomc confpicuous place, to in- 
form the public of the ftate of the heavens, feafons, and 
difeafes to be expe^ed in the courfe of them, as is the 
cafe in the Englifh almanacks at this day. 

Whether letters were known to Noah before the 
flood, is no where faid from any authority, and the in- 
quiry into it is therefore ufelefs. It is difficult, in Mr. 
-firuce's opinion, to imagine that my fociety, engaged 
in different occupations, couU fubfifl long without them. 
There feems to be iefs doubt, th.it they were invented, 
(bon after the difperfion^ long before Mofes, and in 

common 
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^ common afc among the Gentiks of his time. It fecms 
k alfo probable,. that the iirft alphabet was Eihiopic, firft 
founded on hieroglyphics, and afterwards modelled into 
more current, and lefs laborious figures, for the fake of 
applying them to the expedition of bufmef^. 

Though Mofes certainly did not invent either, or 
any trharader; it is probable that he made two, perhaps 
more, alterations in the Ethiopic alphabet as it then 
ftood, with a view to increafe die diiference ilill more 
between the writing then in ufe among the na't!ons> and 
vhat he intended to be peculiar to the Jews* The hrA 
u as altering the di region, and writing from right to 
left, whereas^ the Ethiopian was, and is to this day, 
"Written from left to right, as was the hieroglyphical 
alphabet. The iecond was taking away the points, 
which, from all times, muft have exifled, and been, as it 
vcre, a part of the Ethiopic letters invented with them, 
and Mr. Bruce doe^ not fee how it is pofiible it ever 
could have been read without them Tfo that, which 
way foever the difpute may turn concerning the anti- 
quity of the application of the Maibretic points, the 
invention was no new one, but did exifl a^ early a» lan- 
guage was written. Probably thefe alterations were 
very rapidly adopted after the writing of the law, and 
applied to the new character as it then ftood ; becaufe^ 
not long after, Mofes was ordered to fubmit the law it- 
felf to the people, which would have been perfeflly 
ufekfs, had not reading and the character been Aimiliar 
^ to them at that time. 

It alfo appeafs to our traveller, that the Ethiopic 
words were always feparated, and could not run toge- 
ther, or be joined as tne Hebrew, and that the running 
the words together into one muft have been matter of 
choke in the Hebrew, to increafe the difference in writ- 
, ing the two languages, as the contrary had been pradifed 
in the Ethiopian language. Though there is really little 
refemblance between the Ethiopic and the Hebrew let- 
ters, and not much more between that aud the Samari- 
tan, yet there is room for fufpicion, that the languages 
were once much nearer a kin than this difagreement of 
their alphabet promifes, and for this reafon, that a very 
great number of words are found throughout the Old 
Teibment that Mv^ really no toot, nor can be derived 

from 



Digitized 



by Google 



69 SHAW'S ABRIDGEMENT OP - 

from aay Hebrew origin » and yet all have^ in the Ethi« - 
opic, a plain,, clear, unequivocal origin, to and front 
which they can be traced without force ,or difficulty; 

After Thebes was deflroyed by the firft Shepherds, 
commerce, and it is prpbable the art^ with it, Hed for a. 
time> from Egypt, and centered in Edom, a city and ter- 
ritory, though we know little of its hiftory, at that pe- 
riod the richeft in the world. David, in the very neigh- 
bourhood of Tyre and Sidon, calls Edom the ftronj^ 
city ; " Who will bring me into th^ ftrong city ? Wha^ 
will lead me into Edom ?" David, from an old quarrel, 
and probably from the recent inftigations of the Tyrians • 
his friends, invaded Edom, deftroyed the city, and 
difpcrfcd the people. He was the great military power 
then upon the continent ; ^yre and Edom were rivals f 
and his conqiieft of that laft great and trading flate, 
which he united to his empire, would yet Iiave loft him 
the trade he fought to cultivate, by the very means he 
,ufed to obtain it, had«not Tyre been in a capacity to 
iucceed fo Edpm'> and to colled, its mariners and arti- 
ficers, . feat tered abroad by the conqueft. David took 
poffeffion of two ports, Eloth and Ezion-tgaber,. from 
which he carried on the trade to Ophir and Tarlhiih, tQ» 
a very great ej^tent to the day of his death. 

David was fucceeded by Solomon in his kingdont, 
Jind likewife in the frienddiip of Hiram king of Tyre^ 
Solomon yifited Eloth and Ezion-gaber in perfon, and 
fortified them* He colleded a number of pilots, (hip?- 
wrights, and mariners, ^fperfed by his father's CQni|ucft 
of Edom, moft of wltom had taken refuge in Tyre and 
Sidon, the commercial Hates in the Mediterranean* Hi- 
jram fupplied him with failors in abm?dance.;"but tlue 
'failqrs fo furnifhed from Tyre were npt capable of pcr- 
,forming the fervice which Solomon required, without 
't}ie direction of , pilots and mariners ufedto the naviga- 
tion of the Arabian Gulf and Indian Ocean* Such were 
thofe mariners who formerly lived in Edom, whom So- 
lomon had now colledled ia Eloth and Ezion-gaber. . ^ 

Very different w as the kll-mentioncd navigation in alt 
refpefts from that of the Mediterranean, which, with re- 
gard to the former, might be compared to a pond^ every 
.fide being confined with fhores jittle diftant one from 
the other ; e^vea that fmali exxent of fear was £0 full of 
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lllandsj that there was much greater art required in the 
pilot to av^oid land than to reach it. It was, befides* 
fubjedl to variable winds, being to the northward of ' 
30^ of lat. the limits to whjMi Providence hath confined 
thofe winds all. over the globe ; whereas the navigation 
of the Indian Ocean was governed by laws more conve- 
nient and regulai', tlioMgh altogether different from thofe 
that obtained in the Mediterranean. Mr. Bruce theii 
proceeds to explain this phenomenon. 

It is known to all thole who are ever fo little verfant 
in the hiilory of Egypt, that the wind from the north 
prevails in that valley all the fummer months^ and is 
called the Ett^fian imndsx it {weeps the valley from north 
to fouth, that being the diredlion of Egypt, and of the 
Nile, which x\i^% .through the midfl of it. The two 
chains of mountains, which confine Egypt on the ea(^. 
and on the weft, c&iftrain the wind to take this precife 
direi^ion. * ^ ' 

We may naturally fuppofe the fame would be the cafe 
in the Arabian Gulf, had. that narrow fea been in a di- 
\ ' xedion parallel to the land of Fgypt, or due north and 
i fouth. The Arabian Gulf, however, or what we call 

\ the Rfed Sea, lies from nearly north-weft to fouth-eaft, 

I from Suez to Mocha.. It then turns nearly eaft and weft 

! till it joins the Indian Ocean at the Straits of Bal^elman* 

deb. . The EtefianVinds, which are due north in Egypt, 
here take the diredion of the Gulf, and blow in that di- 
^ region fteadily all the feafon/while it continues north 
ia the valley of Egypt j that is, from April to Odober 
the wind blows north- weft up the Arabian Gulf towards 
the Straits; and from November till March, dired^ly 
contrary^ down the Arabian. Gulf, from the Straits of 
Babelmandeb to Suez and the Ifthmus, Thefe winds, ' 
which fome corruptly call //6^ /r^z^i?-ai;/Wj, is a very er- 
roneous name given to them, and apt to confound nar- 
xatives, and maker* them unintelligible. A trade-wind 
is a wind which, all the year through* blows, and has 
ever blown, from the fame point of the horizon ; inch 
- is the fouth- weft, fouth of the Line, in^the Indian and 
Pacific Ocean* On the contrary, thofe winds, of which 
we have now fpoken, ia,re called w<?/?/&^«/ ; each year they 
blow £x months from the northward^ aad tixe atlier fix 

months 
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months from the fouthward in the Arabian Gulf r 
While in the Indian Ocean, without the Straits of Babcl- 
Ini&ndeb, they blow juft the contrary- at the fame feafons ; 
that is, in fummer from the fouth ward, and in winter 
from the northward, fabjed to a iniall inflexion to thtf 
caft and to the weft. 

It may be ncceffary here toobferve, that a ve/Tel fait* 
ing from Suez or the Elanitic Gulf, in any of the fum« 
mer months, will find a ft(5ady wind- at north- weft, which 
will carry- it in the direction of the Gulf to Mocha. At 
Mocha, the coaft is eaft and weft to the Straits of Babel* 
mandeb, fo that the veffel from Mocha will ^mve varia* 
ble winds for a (hort fpace, but moftly wcfterly and thefc 
will carry her on to the Straits. She is then done with 
the monfoon in the Gulf, which was fnom the north, ' 
and, being in the Indian Ocean, is taken up by the mon- 
foon which blows in the fummer months there, and is 
dire£tly contrary to what obtains in the Gulf. This h a 
fbuth-wefter* which carries the veffel with a flowing feil 
to anj^ part in India, without dolay or impediment. Tht 
I (ame happens upon her return home. She fails in the 

winter months by the monfoon proper to that fea> that 
. is, with a north-eaft, which carries her through the 

j Straits of Babelmandeb. She finds, within rhe Gulf, 

\ . a wind at fouth-eaft, diredly contrary to what was in 

the ocean; but then her coorfe is contrary likewife, fo 
.that a fouth-eafter, anfwering tO' the direftion of the 
Gulf, carries her dire^ly to Suez, or the Elanitic Gulf, 
) to w4iich ever way flie propofcs goiiig. Hitherto all is 

f ^ plain, fimpl^, and cafy to be underftood; and this was 

t ' thfe reaTon why, in the earlieft ages, the India trade was 

tarried on without difficulty. 

The profperous d^ys of the commerce with the Elani- 

^ tic Galf Teemed to be at this time nearly paft ; yet; after 

' the revolt of the ten tribes, Eddm remaining to the 

t ^ boufe of David, they ftill carried 6n a fort of trade 

r . from the Elanitic GulT, though attended with many 

^ . difficulties. This continued till the rd|;n of Jchofophat ; 

[ but, on Jehoram's fuccceding that pnnce, the Edolmtee 

iJ, revolted and chofe a king of their owK and were never 

after /ubjeft to the kings of Judah till the reign of 

Uzziah, who con^aered £bth« fortified it> and having 

peopled 
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peopled it with a colony of his own, revived the old 
traffic. This fubfifted till the reign of Ahaz, whea 
Rezin king of Damafcus took Eloth, and expiblled the 
Jews, planting in their ftead a colony of Syrians. But 
he did not long, enjoy tl^is good fortune^ for the year 
after, Rezin was conquered by Tiglath-pilefer ; and one 
of the fruits of' this vidory was the taking of Eloth, 
which never after returned to the Jews. ^. 

The extirpation of the Edomites, the repeated war$ 
and conqueil to which the cities on the Elanitic Gulf 
had been fubjeft, all the great events that immediately 
followed one another^ of courfe diflurbed the ufual . 
channel of trade by the Red Sea, whofe ports were now 
confequently become unfafe by being in pofTeffion of 
Grangers, robbers, and fohHers ; it changed^ therefore, 
to a place nearer the center of police and good govcrn- 
roent> than fortified and frontier towns could be fuppofed 
to be. The Indian and African merchants, by conven- 
tionj met in AiTyria, as they bad done in Scmiramis's 
time ; the one by the Perfian Gulf and Euphrates, the 
other through Arabia. A^yria, therefore, became the 
mart of the India trade in the Eaft. 

NaboDollafer, and his Ton Nebuchadnezzar, brought 
a prodigious quantity of bullion, both filver and gold to 
Babylon his capital^ having plundered Tyre, and robbed 
Solomon's Temple of all the gold that had been brought 
from Ophir ; and he had, beSdes, conquered Egypt zv.d 
laid it waHe, and cut off the communication of trade in 
all thefe places, by almoft extirpating the people. Im* 
menfe riches flowed to himt therefore, on all iides, and 
it was a circumftance particularly favourable to. mer- 
chanrts in that country, that it was governed by written 
laws that fcieened their properties from any remarkable 
violence or^injuftice. 

Such wa? the fituation of the country at the birth of 
Cyrus, who, having taken Babylcm and flain Belfhazzar, 
became mafter of the whol^ trade and riches of the Eaft» 
Whatever chara^er writers give of this great prince. 
Ids condudl, with regard to the commerce of the coun* 
try, ihews him to have been a weak one ; for not con** 
tent with the prodio;tous profpcrity to which his doroi* 
nioas had arrived^ oy the misfortunei of other nations, * 
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^ and perhaps by the good faith kept hy his fubjedk to 
merchants, enforced by thofe written laws, he under- 
took the mod abfurd and difaftrous projeft of •molefting 
the traders themfelves, and invading India, that all at 
once he might tender himfelf maflrer of their riches. 
He executed this fcheme julk as abfurdly as he formed 
it; for, knowing thaHarge caravans of merchants came 
into Perfia and Affym from India, through the Ariana, 
{the defert coaft that rujis all along the Indian Oceaa 
to the Perfian Gulf, alL/oft entirely deftitute of water, 
and very nearly as much fo of proyiiions,-both which 
caravans always carry with them), he attempted to 
enter India by the very fame rpad with a large army, 
the very fame way his predeceflbr Semiramis liad pro- 
jefted 1 300 years before ; and as her army hadt perifh- 
cd, fo did his to a man, without having *evcr met with 
the leaft fucceft. 

His fon and fucceflbr Cambyfes, was equally unfortu- 
nate; for, obferving the quantity of gold brought frona 
Ethiopia into Egypt, he refolved to march to the fource, 
Und at once make himfelf mailer of thofe treafures by 
rapine, which he thought came too llowly through the 
medium of commerce. 

Cambyfes*s expedition into Africa obtained a cele- 
. brity by the abfurdity of the projed, by the enormous 
trueity and havock that attended, the courfe of it, and 
by the gr^at and very juft punilhment that clofed it in 
the end. It was one of thofe many monftrous extrava- 
ganciesy which mado up the life of the greatefl madman 
.. that ever.difgraced the annals of antiquity. The baffeft 
mind is perhaps the muft capable of avarice ; and when 
this pafiion has taken pofTeffion of the human heart, it is 
ftrong enough to excite us to undertakings as great as 
any of thofe didated by the nobleft .of our virtues. , 
Cambyfes, amidft the commiffion of the moll horrid 
cxcelfes during the conqu'feft of Egypt, was informed 
that, from the fouth of that country, there was con- 
ftantly brought a quantity of pure goW, independent 
of what came from" the top of the Arabic Gulf, ^hich ' 
was now carried into Affyriai and circulated in the J 
^ trade of his country. This fupply of gold belonged j 
propidrly and exclufively to Egypt ; and a very lucra- \ 1 
4 tive, \ 
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very extend vc commerce, was, by its means, carried on 
with India. He found out that the people, podeding 
thefc treafures, were called Macro In/, which fignifies 
Cong ii'vers ;* and that they poflefled a country divided 
from him by lakes, mountains, and deferrs. But what 
dill a&cled him mod was, that in his way were a mul- 
titude of warlike Shepherds. 

Cambyfes, in order to make peace ^ith the Shcp- 
herds, fell furioufly upon the gods and temples in E- 
gypt; he murdered the facred ox, the apis, deftroyed 
Memphis^ and all the public buildings wheievcr he 
went. This was a gratification to the Shepherds, being 
equally enemies to thofe that worfhipped beads, or lived 
in cities. After this introdudion, he concluded peace 
with them in the moft folemn manner, each nation 
vowing eternal amity with the other. Notwithftanding 
which, no fooner was he arrived at Thebes (in Egypt) 
than he detached a large arnny tp plunder the Temple of 
Jupiter Ammon, the greateft object of the worfhip of 
thefe Shepherds ; which array utterly perifhed without a 
man remaining, probably covered, by the moving fands. 
He then began his march againft the Macrojii, keeping 
cl ofe to the Nile. The country there being too high to 
receive any benefit from the inundation of the river, 
produced no corn, fo that part of his army died for 
want of provifion. 

A detachment ffom another part of his army pro; 
ceeded to the country of the Shepherds, who, indeed, 
furnifhed him with food ; but, exafpera:ed at the fa- 
crilege he had committed againft their god, they con- 
duced his troops through places where tliey could pro- 
cure no water. After fuifering all this lofs, he was not 
yet arrived beyond 24®, the parallel of Syene. From 
hence he difpatched ambafladors, or fpies, to difcover 
the country before him, finding he could no longer 
rely upon the Shepherds. Thefe f 'und it full of black 
warlike people, ot great fize, and prodigious ftrength of 
body ; aftive, and continually exercifed in hunting 
the lion, the elephant, and other monftrous bcafts 
which live in thefe forefts* They fo abound with gold, 
that the mofi: common utenfils and inftruments were raadc 
of that metal, whllft, at %he fame time, they were utter 
E ftrangers 
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ftrangers to bread of any kind whatever; and, not only 
So, but their country was, by its nature, iq^fapable of 
.producing any fort of grain from which bread could be 
made. They fubfifted upon raw flefh alone, dried in 
the fun, efpecially that of the rhinoceros, the elephant, 
and giraffa. which they had flain in hunting. On fuch 
food they have ever fince lived, and live to this day, 
and on fuch foi^d Mr. Bruce himiclf lived wiih them ; 
yet ftill it appears ftrange, that people confined to this 
.diet, without variety or change, Ihould have it for their 
xh^rafteriftic that they were long livers. 

The Shepherds were not at all alarmed at the arrival 
of Cambyfes's ambaffadors. On the contrary, they 
treated them as an inferior fpecies of men. Upon aiking 
them about their diet, and hearing it was upon bread, 
they called it drmg, probably from having the appear- 
ance of that bread which the miferable Agows, their 
neighbours, make from feeds of baftard rye, which 
they colleft in their fields under the burning rays of the 
iun. They lau*^hcd at Camby:cs*s rcquiStion of fub- 
mitting to him, and did not conceal their contempt of 
iiis idea of bringing an army thither. They treated 
.•ironically his hopes of conqueft, even fuppofing all dif* 
Acuities of the defeit overcome, and his army ready 
to enter their country, and counfeled him to return 
while he was well, at leafl for a time, till he fhoald 
produce a man of his army that could bead the. bow- 
that they then fent him ; in which cafe, he might con- 
tinue to advance, and have hope of conqueft. 

It is well known, that the Perfians were all famous 
archers. The mortification, therefore, they experi- 
enced, by receiving the bow they could not bend, was 
a very fenfible one, though the narrative of the quan- 
tity of gold the meffengers had feen made a much 
greater impreffion upon Cambyfes. To procure this 
treafure wasj however, impradticable, as he had no 
provifion, nor was there any in the way of his march. 
His army, therefore, wafted daily by death and difper- 
£on ; and he had the mortification to be obliged to re^ 
treat into Egypt, after part of hts troops had been ret- 
duced to the ncceifiiy of eating each other. 

Tkis 
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Trade^ was now attempted to be opened by Darius. 
king of Perfia, in a much more worthy and liberal 
manner, as he fent ihips down the river Indus into tks 
«cean« whence they entered the Red Sea. It is pro- 
bable, in this voyage, he acquired all the knowledge 
ncceffary for cftablifliing this trade in Perlia ; for he 
muft have paiTed through the Perfian Gulf, and along 
the whole eaftern coaft of Arabia ; he muft have feea 
the marts of perfumes and fpices that were at the 
mouth of. the Red Sea, and the manner of bartering for 
gold and filver, as he was neceflarily in thofe iradini^ 
places which were upon the very fame coafl from which 
the bullion was brought* 

Alexander's expedition into India was, of all events, 
that which moft threatened the deftruftion of the c ?ra- 
merce of the Coniinent, or the difperfing it into^ differ- 
ent channels throughout the Eaft : Firft, by the deitruc- 
tionofTyre, which muft have, for a time, annihilated 
the trade by the Arabian Gulf; then by his march 
through Egypt into the country of the Shepherds, and 
his intended further progrcfs into Ethiopia to the head 
of the Nile. If we may judge of what we hear of him 
in that part of his expedition, we (hpuld be apt not to 
believe, as others are fond of doing, that he had 
fchemes of commerce mingled with thofe of conquefts. 
His anxiety about his own birth at the Temple of Jupi* 
ter Ammon, this firft queftion that he afked of the 
prieft, *• Where the Nile had its fource," feemed to 
denote a mind bufied about other objefts ; for elfc he 
was then in the very place for information, being in 
the temple of the horned god^ the deity of the Shep« 
herdfr, the African carriers of the Indian produce; a 
temple which, though in the midft offand, and defti- 
tutt of gold or filver, poffefl'ed more ^nd better infor- 
mation concerning the trade of India and Africa, than 
coald be fonnd in any other place on the Continent. 

Alexander, after having viewed the main ocean to 
the fouth, ordered Nearchus with his fleet to coaft 
along the Perfian Gulf, accompanied by part of the 
army on land for their mutual alliftance, as there were a 
great many hardfliips which followed the march of the 
^fmy by land, and much difficulty and danger attend- 
E 2 cd 
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ed the fliipping as they were failing in unknown feas 
againd ihe monfoons. Near chu s himfelf informed th^ 
king at Babylon of his fuccefsful voyage, who gavd 
him orders to continue it into the Red bea, which he 
happily accoropliihed to the bottom of the Arabian 
Guif. • _ 

The wifeft princes that ever fat upon the throne 
of Egypt were the the Ptolemies, who applied with the 
utmoit care and attention to cultviate the trade of 
India, to keep up a perfed and friendly underllanding 
' with every countiy that fupplied any branch of it, and 
inllead of difturbing it cither in Aiia, Arabia, or Ethio- 
pia, ?.$ their prcdcceffors had done, they ufed their uN 
raoft efforts to encourage it in all quarters. 

Ptolemy I, was at this time reigning in Alexandria, 
the foundation of whcfe grcatnefs he not only laid, but 
h'vcd to fee it arrive at the greateft perfcftion. It was 
his conftant faying, that the true glory of a king was not 
in being rich himfelf, but in making hisfubjefts fo. He,, 
therefore, opened his ports to all trading nations, en- 
couraged Grangers of every language, protedled cara- 
vans, and a free navigation by fea, by which, in a few 
years, he made Alexandria the great ftore-houfe of 
merchandize from India, Arabia, and Ethiopia. 
Ftolemy had bccii a foldier from his infancy, and con- 
fequemly kept up a proper military force, that made 
him every where refpedcd in thefe warlike and unsettled 
tiroes. He had a fleet of two hundred fhips of war 
conftantly ready in the port of Alexandria, the only 
part for which he had apprehenfions. All behind him 
was wifely governed, whilft it enjoyed a moft flourilhing 
trade, to the profperity of which peace is ncceffary. He 
died in peat:e and old age, after having merited the 
lorious name of Soter, or Sa*viour of the kingdom. 

Alexandria reecivcd the current of trade with the 
greateft impetuofity, all the articles of luxury of the Eaft 
were to be found there. Gold and filver, which were 
fent formerly to Tyre, came now down to the Ifthmus 
(for Tyre was no more) by a much Ihorter carriage^ 
thence to Memphis, whence it was fent down the Nile 
to Alexandria. The gold from the weft and fouth parts 
of the continent reached the fame port with much lefs 
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time and rilk, as there was now no Red Sei to paf* ; 
and here was found the merchandirc of Arabia and In- 
dia, in the greatcil profuiion. 

Ptolemy, to facilitate the communication with Arabia, 
built a lO'^n on the coaft of the Red Sea, in t-ie country 
of the Shepherds, and called it Bereuicey after his 
mother. This was intended as a pisics of neceifary re- 
frefhment for all the traders up and down th^ Gulf, 
whether of India or Ethiopia ; hence the cargoes of 
merchants, who were afcaid <if ij{i;^g the fOimioMtv^^ or 
bad loft ihem, were carried bv the^inhabttaats of the 
country, in three days, to the Nile, and there embark- 
ed for Alexandria. To make the coaununication be- 
tween the Nile and the Red Sea ftill more commodious. 
this prince tried an attempt (which had twice before 
mtfcarried with very great lofs 1 to bring a canal from 
the Red Sea to the Nile, which he aftualiy accompiilh- 
cd, joining it to the Pelufiac, or Ealkem branch of the 
Nilc^ 

Ptolemy had a very powerful fleet and army, but he 
was inferior to many of the princes, his nvals, in clc- 
dhantSt of which great ufe was then made in v/ar» 
Thcfe Ethiopians were hunters, and killed them for 
their fubfiilence. Ptolemy, however, wiflied to havq 
ihein taken alive, being numerous, and hoped both to 
furniih himfelf, and difpofe of them as an article of 
trade, to his neighbours. There is foinething ridicu- 
lous in the manner in which hecxcuted this expedition. 
Aware of the difficulty otfahfifting in that country, he 
chofeoniy a hundred Gre^k horfemen, whom he cover- 
ed with coats of monilrous appearance and fize, which 
left nothing vifible but the eyes of the rider. Their 
horfes too were difguifed by huge trappings, which 
took from them all proportion and ihape. L? this man* 
ner they entered this part of Ethiopia, fprcading terror 
cvi.y where by their appearance, to which their 
ftrengih and courage bore a ftria proportion whene/er 
they came x.o aflion. But neither force nor intreatv 
could gain any thing upon thefe Shepherds, or ever 
make them ciange or forfake the food they had been io 
long accuilomed to ; and all the fruit Ptolemy reaped 
from this expedition, was to build a city, by the iea- 
E 3 fide, 
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fide, in the fouth-eaft comer of this country, which he 
called Ptolemais 1 heron, or Ptolemais in the country 
of wild beafts. 

Ptolemy Evergetes, Ton and fucceflbr of Ptolemy Phi- 
ladelphus, having provided himfelf amply with nccefla- 
ries for his army, ordered a fleet to coaft along befide 
him, up the Red vSea ; he penetrated quite through the 
country of the Shepherds into that of the Ethiopian 
Troglodytes, who are b]ack and woolly-headed, and in- 
habit the low country quite to the mountains of Abyfli- 
nia. He even afccnded thofe mountains, forced the in* 
• habitants to fubmifTion, built a large temple at Axum, 
the capital of Sire, and raifed a great many obcllfks, fe- 
veral of which are Handing to this day. Afterwards pro- 
ceeding to the fouth-eaft, he defcendcd into the cinna-* 
mon and myrrh country, behind Cape Gardefan, (the 
Cape that terminates the Red Sea, and the Indian Ocean) 
from this, croffed over to Arabia, to the Homerites, be- 
ing the fame pecplc with the Abyffinians^ only on the 
Ambian ftiore. He then conquered feveral of the Ara- 
bian princes, who firft rcfifted him, and had it in his 
power to have put an end to the trade of India there, had 
he not been as great a politician as he was a warrior. He 
ufed his viftory, therefore, in no other manner, than to 
exhort and oblige thefe princes to pretext trade, encou- 
rage flrangers, and, by every means provide for the fure- 
tv of neutral intercourfe, by making rigorous examples 
of robbers by fc a and lard. 

India, and the Indian feas.^were as well known in E- 
gypt as they are now; and the embafly of Eudoxus to the 
Indies muft have been to remove the bad eflleds, which 
the extortions and robberies of Ptolemy V^II. committed 
upon all ftrangers in the beginning of his reign, had 
made upon the trading nations. Eudoxus returned, but 
after the death ol Ptolemy. The neceffity, however, of 
this voyage appeared ftill great enough to make Cleopa- 
tra, his widow, projeft a fecond to the fame place, and 
freater preparations were made than for the former one. 
ut Eudoxus, trying experiments probably about the 
courfcs of the trade-wlnd«, loft his paffage, and was 
thrown upon the coaft of Ethiopia; where, having landed, 
and made himfelf agreeable to the nativef^, he brought 
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Home to Egypt a particular defcription of that country 
and its produce, which fiirnirbed all the discovery necef- 
fery to inltru<5l the Ptolemies in e\cry tiling that related 
to the ancient trade of Arabia. 

1 he difcovery of Spain, the pofleffion of the mines 
of Attica from which they drew their filver, and the re- 
volution that happened in Egypt itfclf, fcemed to have 
fuperfcded the communlcatiori with the coaft of Africa ; 
for, in Strabo's time, few of the ports of the Indian 
Ocean > even thofe nearcft the Red Sea, were known. 
Mr. tUuce fuppofes> that the trade to India by E^ypt 
decriaibd from \\\t very time of thcconquett by Csefdr* . 
The mines the Romans had at the foufce of the river 
Betis. in Spain, did not produce them above t5,oooI« 
a-year ; this wavS not a fumcient capital for carrying on 
>^ trade to India, atid therefore the immenfe riches of 
the Romans feem to have been derived from the grcat- 
nefs oi ^he prices, not from the extent of the trade« 
Egypt now, and all its neighbourhood, began to wear a 
face of war, to which it hid been a (Irunger for fo many 
a^es. The north of Africa was in c( rftant troubles, 
aticr the firft ruin of C. arthage ; fo that we may imagine 
the trade to India hc^an again, on that fide, to be car- 
ried on pretty much m the fame manner it had btfen be- 
fore the days of Alexander. But it had enlarged itfelf 
very much on the Perfian fide, and found an eafy, (hort 
inlet, into the north of Europe, which then furnifhed 
them a market and confumption of ipices. 

The Jews in Alexandria, until the reign of Ptolemy 
Phil'con, had carried on a very extenfive part of the In- 
dia trade. All Syria was rriercantile ; and lead, iron, 
and copper, fupplied, in fome manner, the defioiency 
of gold and fiiver, which never again was in fuch abund- 
ance till after the difcovery of America. But the an- 
cient iradeto India, by the Arabiiit Gulf and Africa, 
carried on by the medium of thefc two metal?, remained 
at home undiminiQied with the Et! iopians, defended by 
large extenfive deferts, and hap[.y with the enjoyment of 
riches and fecurity, tiil a freOi cif i.'ery again introdu- 
ced to them both partners and n.aft rs in their trade. 

Mr. Bruce ^ext proceeds t giv^ fome account of the 

vifit made by the Q leen of Sheba, as we erroneoully call 
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her, and the confequences of that vifit ; the foundation 
of an Ethiopian monarchy, and the continuation of the 
fceptrein the tribe of Judah, down to this day. 

Many have thought this queen was an Arab. Bat 
Saba was a feparate {{ate, and the Sabeans a di{lin6b peo- 
pie from the Ethiopians and the Arabs, and have con- 
tinued fo till very lately. We know, from hiftory, that 
it it was a cuftom among thefe Sabeans, to have women 
for their fovereigns in preference to men, a cuftom which 
ftill fubfifts among their defcendcnts. Her name, the 
Arabs fay, was Bi/kis ; the Abyllinians, Maqueda, Our 
Saviour calls her Ortecn of the Souih^ without mentioning 
any other name, but gives his fan^tion to the truth of the 
voyage. •• The Queen of the Jjouth (cr Saba, or Azab) 
" fhall rife up in the judgment with this generation, and 
** {hall condemn it; for (ho came from the ultermoft 
** parts of the earth to hear the wifdom of Solomon ; and, 
" behold, a greater than Solomon is here.** No other 
particubrs, however, are mentioned about her in fcrip- 
ture. The geld, the myrrh, caffia, and frankinccnfe, 
were al! the produce of her own country ; and the many 
reafcns Pineda )?ives to (hew (lie was an Arab, more than 
convince Mr. Bruce that (he was an Ethiopian or Cufhitc 
fhepherd. . 

Whether (he was a Jewefs or a Pagan is uncertain ; 
Sabaifm was the religion oFall the Ea(t. It was the con- 
fiant attendant ard ttumbling block of the Jews; but 
confide ring the multitude of that people then trading from 
Jerufaiem, and the long time it continued, it is not im- 
probable (he was a Jewefs. She likewif^ appears to have 
been a perfon o{ learning, and that fort of learning which 
was then almoft peculiar to Palefline, not to Ethiopia. 
For we f^e that one of the reafonsof her coming, was to 
examine whether Solomon was really the learned man he 
was faid to be. She came to try him in allegories, or 
parables, in which Nathan inftrufted Solomon. 

The annals of Aby(fiiua fay (he wa> a Pagan when 
fhe left Azab, but being full of admiration at the fight 
of Solomon's works, fhe was converted to Judaifm in 
Jerufaiem, and bore him a fon, whom (he called Meni- 
lek, and who was their firfl king. 

She 



Digitized byi^jOOQlC 



BRUCE's TRAVELS. 8i 

She returned with her fon Mi elek to Saba, or AzaH, 
whom, afcer keeping him fome years, (he fent back to his 
father to be inftrudted. Solomon did not negleft his 
charge, and he was anointed and crowned king of Ethio- 
pia, in the temple of Jerufahm, and at his inaaguration 
took the name of David. After this he returned to 
Azab, and brought with him a colony of Jews, among 
whom were many doctors of the law of Mofes, particu- 
larly one of each tribe, to ma';c judges in his kincjdom, 
frona whom the prefcnt Umharcs (or Supreme Judges, 
three of whom always attend the king) arefaid and be- 
lieved to be defcended. With thefe came alfo Azarias, 
the fon of Zadok the prieft, and brought with him a He- 
brew tranfcript of the law, which was delivered into his 
cuftody, as he bore the title of Ncbrit, or High Pricfl ; 
a nd this charge, though the book itfelf was burnt with the 
church of Axum in the Moorifh war of Adel, is ftill 
continued,' tis it is faid, in the lifieage of Azarias, who 
are Nebrits or keepers of the church of Axum, at this 
day. All Abyffinia was thereupon converted, and the 
government of the church and llate modelled according 
to what was then in ufe at Jerufalem. 

The qu-en of SabH having made laws irrevocable to 
all her pollerlty, died, after a long reign of forty years, 
in 986 before Chrill, placing her Ion Meniiek upon the 
throne, whofe poilerity, the annals of Abylfinia would 
teach us to believe have ever fince reigned. So far wc 
mud indeed bear witnefs to them, that this is no new 
dofkrlne, but has been fteadfallly and uniformly maintain^ 
ed from their earlieft account of time; fird, when Jews, 
then in later days after they had embraced Chriftianity. 

Mr.' Bruce then obferves, that as we are about to take 
our leave of the Jewiili relij^ion and government in the 
line of Solomon, it is here the proper place that he Ihould' 
add what he has to fay of tlie Falalha. The account 
they give of themfelves, which is fupported only by tra- 
dition among them, is, that they came with Meniiek from 
Jerufalem, to that they agree perfcdly with the Abyffi- 
nians in the ftory of the queen of Saba, who, they fay, 
was a Jewefs, and her nation Jews before the time of 
Solomon ; that Ihc lived at Saba, or Azaba, the myrrh' 
and frankinccnfe country upon the Arabian gulf. - They^' 
ii5 ^ % 
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fay further, that fhe went to Jerufalem, under protec- 
tion of Hiram king of Tyre, whofe daughter is faid in 
the xlvtb Pfalm to have attended her thither ; th^t {he 
went not in (hips, nor through Arabia, for fear of the 
Ilhmaelitcs, but from Azab round Mafuah and Suakem, 
and was efcorted by the Shepherds, her own fubjeds, to 
Jerufalem, and back again, making ufe of her own coun- 
try vehicle, the carticl, and that lier's was a white one, 
, of prodigious fize and exquifite beauty. They agree 
alfo, in every particular, with the Abyflinlans, about 
the remaining part of the ftory, the birth and inaugura- 
tion of Menilek, who was their firft king ; alfo the com- 
ing of Azarias, and twelve elders from 3ie twelve tribes, 
and other do£lois of the law, whofe pofterity they de- 
ny to have ever apoflatifed to Chriftianity, as the Abyf- 
finians pretend they did at the converfion. They fay, 
that, when the trade of the Red Sea fell into the hands 
of ftrangers, and all communication was /hut up be- 
tween them and Jerufalem, the cities were abandoned* 
and the inhabitants relinquifhed the coaft ; that they were 
the inhabitants of thefe cities, by trade moftly brick and 
tile-makers, potters, thatchers of hoofes, and fuch like 
mechanics, employed in them ; and finding the low coun- 
try of Dembea afforded materials for exercifmg thefe 
trades, they carried the article of pottery in that pro- 
vince to a degree of perfed^ion fcarcely to be imagined, 

Thefe people, being veiy induftrious, multiplied ex- 
ceedingly, and were very powerful at the time of the 
converfion to Chrittianit)', or, as they term it, the Apof- 
tacy under Abrcha and Atzbeha. At this time they de- 
clared a prince of the tribe of Judah, and of the race of 
Solomon and Menilek, to be their fovereign. The 
name of this prince was Phineas, who refufed to aban- 
don the religion of his forefathers, and from him their 
fovereigns arc lineally defcended ; fo they have ftill a 
prince of the houfc of Judah, although the Abyflinians, 
by way of reproach, have called this family Bet Ifrael, 
intimating that they were rebels, and revolted from the 
family of Solomon and tribe of Judah. 

An attempt was n^ade, about the year 960, by this fa- 
mily to mount the throne of AbyfTinia, when the princes 
of the houfe of Solomon were nearly extirpated upon the 
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rock Dam '^^ This, Jt is probable, produced more ani- 
moiiiy an J bl ■>0':!fhed. At laH the power of the Falafha 
was To much weakened, that tlvy were obliged to lea\ e 
the flat country of Dembea, having no cavalry to main- 
tain themfelves there, and to take poiTeflion of the rug- 
ged, and almoft inacceflible rocks, in that high ridgp cal- 
led the mountains of Samen, A great overthrow, which 
they received ia the year 1600, brought them to the ve- 
ry brink of luin. In that ba:tle GiJeon and Judith, 
their king and queen, were flain. They have fince ?- 
dopted a more peaceable and dutii'ul behaviour, pay taxes, 
and are fuffered to enjoy their own government.. 

The only copy of the Old Tcftament which they have, 
is in Geez, the fame made ufe of by the Abyffinian CHrif^ 
tians, who are the only fcribes, and fell tliefe copies to 
the Jews ; and, it is very fingular that no controverfy, or 
difputc about the text, has ever yet arifen between the 
profeftbrs of the two religions, 

TudolF, the mod learned man that has written upon 
the fubje«5t, fays, ihat it is apparent the Ethiopic Oldi* 
Teftament, at leaft the Pentateuch, was copied from the 
Septuagint, becaufe of the many GrecifiTis lo be found" 
in it ; and the names of birds and precious ftones, and* 
fome. other pafTages that appear literally to be tranfTated' 
from the Greek. He imagines aUo, that the prefent" 
Abydinian verfioh is the work of Frumentius their firft 
bifhop, when Abyffinia was converted to Chrif^ianity 
tinder Abxeha and Atzbcha, about the yeat 330 after 
Chrift, or a few years later. 

As the Abydinian copy of the Holy Scriptures, In 
Mr. Ludplf's opinion, was tranflaled by Frumentius' 
above 330 after Chrift, and the Septuagint verfioa, in. 
the days of Philadelphus, or Ptolemy 11. above if>o 
years before Chriil:, it will follow, that, if th^ prefsnr 
Jews ufe the copy tranflated by Frumentius,. and, if that 
was taken from the Septuagint, the Jews mult have b^en 
above 400 years without any books whaifocver at the 
time" of the coaverfion by Frumentius: So they mvift 
have had all the Jewifh, law, which is in perre(^\ vigour 
and force among them, all their LeviticaJ obfervances, 
their purifications, atonments, abftinences and facriii- 
^es, all depending upon their memorv, without writing, 
E6 ' atf 
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at Icaft for that long fpace of 40D years. This, though 
not abfolatety impoflible, is furely very nearly fo. We 
know, that at Jerufalem itfelf, the feat of Jewifti law 
and learning, idolatry happening to prevail, during the 
fhort reigns of only four kings, the law, in that inter- 
val, became fo perfectly forgotten and unknown, that a. 
copy of it being accidentally found and read by Jofiah, 
that prince, upon his firft learning its contents, was fo 
aftonifhed at the deviations from it, that he apprehend- 
ed the immediate dellrudion of the whole city and 
people. 

The Abyflinians have thewholefcrip^res entirely as we 
have, and count the fame numb^ of books ; but they 
divide them in another manner, at leaft in private hands, 
f^w of them, from extreme poverty, being able to pur- 
chafe the whole, either of the hiftorical or prophetical 
books of the Old Tcftament. The fame may be 
faid of the New, for copies containing the whole of it 
are very fcarce. Indeed no where, unlefs in churches, 
do you fee more than the Gofpels, or the Afts of the ' 
Apoftles, in one perfon's poffeffion, and it muft not be 
an ordinary man that poflefles even thefc. Many books 
of the Old Teftamcnt are forgotten, fo that it is the 
fame trouble to procure them, even in churches, for the 
purpofe of copying, as to confult old records long cover- 
ed with duft and rubbifti. The Revelation of St. John 
i$ a piece of favourite reading among them There is^ 
no fuch thing as diftindlions between canonical and apo- 
cryphal bo^ks. Bell and the Dragon, and the A6ls of 
the Apoftles, are read with equal devotion, and, for the 
jnoft part, with equal edification. The Song of Solomon 
is a favourite piece of reading among the old priefts, 
but forbidden to the young ones, to the deacons, lay- 
men, and women. The Abyflinians believe, that this 
fong was made by Solomon in praife of Pharaoh's daugh- 
ter ; and do not think,, as fome of our divines are aif- 
-pofed to do, that there is in it any myftcry or allegory 
refpedling Chrift and the church. 

Next to the New Teftament they place the conftitu- 
tutions of the Apoftles, which they call Synnodos^ which, 
as far as the cafes or do^rines apply, we may fay is the 
written law of the country, Thefc were tranflated out 
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of the Arabic. They have next a general liturgy, or 
book of common prayer, befides feveral others peculiar 
to certain feftivals, under whofc names they go. The 
next is a very large volumnicus book, called Haimanout 
AhoUy chiefly a colleftion from the works of different 
Greek fathers, treating of, or explaining feveral hereiies, 
or difputed points of faith, in the ancient Greek Church. 
Tranflations of the works of St. Athanafius, St. Bazil, 
St. John Chryfoftome, and St. Cyril, are likcwife cur- 
rent among them. 

The next is the Synaxar, or the Flos Sanftorum, in 
which the miracles and lives, or lies of their faints, are 
at large recorded, in four monftrous volumes in folio, 
ftuflFed full of fables of the mod incredible kind. They 
have a faint that wreftled with the devil in the fhape of 
a ferpertt nine miles long, threw him from a mountain, 
and killed him. Another faint who converted the devil, 
who turned monk, and lived in great holinefs forty years 
after his converlion, doing penance for having tempted 
our Saviour upon the mountain : what became of him 
after, they do not fay. Again, another faint, that never 
ate nor drank from his mother's womb, went to Jcru'fa- 
lera, and faid mafs every day at the holy fepulchre, ahd 
came home at night in the fhape of a ftork. The laft 
Mr. Bruce mentions was a faint, who, being very hck, 
and his ftomach in diforder, took a longing for par- 
tridges ; he called upon a brace of them to come to him, 
and immediately two roafted partridges camey^i/?^, and 
refled upon his plate, to be devoured, The/e (lories are 
circumflantially told and vouched by unexcepiionable 
peo4)le, and were a grievous ftumbling-block to the Je- 
Aiits, who cou4d not pretend their own miracles were 
cither better eftablifhed, or more to be credited. 

The laft of this Ethiopic library is the book of Enoch. 
Upon hearing this book firft mentioned, many literati in 
Europe had a wonderful defire to fee it, thinking that, 
no doubt, many fecrets and unknown hiftories naight be 
drawn from it. Upon this, fome impoftor getting an 
Ethiopic book into his hands, wrote for the title, The 
Prophecies of Enochs upon the front page of it. M. 
Pierifc no fooner heard of it than he purchafed it of the 
impoftor for a confidcrable fum of money ; being placed 
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aFterwj^rds in Cardinal Mazarine's library, where Mr. 
Ludolf had accefs to it, he found it was a Gnoftic book 
upon myfteries in heaven and earth, but which men- 
tioned not a word of Enoch, or his prophecy, from be- 
ginning to end ; and, from this difappointment, he takes 
upon him to deny the exiftence of any fuch book any 
vhere elfe. 1 his, however, is a millake ; for, ainong 
the articles Mr, Bruce configned to the library at Paris, 
was a very beautiful and magnificent copy oF the prophe- 
cies of Enoch, in large quarto ; another is amongft the 
books of fcripture which he brought home, ftandmg im- 
mediately before the book of Job, which is Its proper 
place in the Abyffinian canon ; and- a third copy he pre- 
fented to the Bodleian library at Oxford. n • 

The AbyiTmi'in annals mention an expedition to have 
happened into the far theft part of Arabia Felix, which 
the Arabian auihors, and indeed Mahomet hiinfelf iii 
the Koran calls by the name of the War of the Elephant, 
and the caufc of it was as follows : There was a temple 
nearly in the middle of the peninfula of Arabia, that 
had been held in the greateft veneration ior about 1400 
years. The Arabs fay, that Adan,, when (hut out of 
paradife, pitched his tent on this fpot ; while Eve,. from, 
fome accident or other, died and was buried on thelhore 
of the Red Sea, at Jidda, Two days journey call from 
th's place, her grave, of green fods about fifty yards in 
length, is (hewn to this day. In this temple alfo was a. 
black ft( ne, upon which Jacob faw the vifion mentioned 
in fcripture, of the angels defcending, and afcending 
into Heaven. It is Hkewife faid, wiih more appearance 
of probability, that this temple was bulk by Seiotlris, in 
his voyage to Arabia Felix, and that he was worfliipped 
there under the name of Ofiris. 

This tower, and idol, being held in great veneration 
by the neighbouring nations, fuggefted the very natural 
thought of making the temple the market for the trad© 
from Africa and India. They chofe this town in the 
heart of the country, acceiflible on all (ides, and com- 
manded on none, calling it Becca, which fignifies the 
Houfe ; though Mahomet, after breaking the idol and 
dedicating the temple to the true G^d, named it Mecca, 
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under which name it has continur^d, the centre or great 
mart of the India tride to this day. 

Abrehar, in order to divert this trade into a channel 
more convenient for his prefent dominions, built a very 
large church or temple, in the country of the Homerites^ 
and nearer the Indian Ocean. To encourage alfo the 
refort to this place, he extended to it all the privileges, 
protedion, and emoluments, that belonged t-o the Pagan 
temple of Mecca. 

Among the various tribes of Arabs, one called Beni 
Koreifh, had the care of the Caba, the name by which 
the round tower of Mecca was called. Thefe people 
were exceedingly alarmed at the profpeft of their temple 
being at once deferted , both by its votaries and mer- 
chants, to prevent which, a party of them, in the night, 
entered Abreha's temple, and having firll burned what 
part of it could be confumed, they polluted the part that 
remained, by befmearing it over with human excrements. 

So grofs an affront could not be paffed unnoticed by 
Abreha, who, mounted upon a white elephant, at the 
Jiead of a confiderable army, refolved, in return, to de- 
ftroy the temple of Mecca, and with this intent laid fiege 
to that place. Abou Thaleb was then keeper of the C aba, 
who had intereft with his coikitrymen the Beni Koreifh 
to prevail upon them to make norrefiftance, nor (hew any 
figns of wilhing to make a defence. He had prefented 
himfelf early to Abreha upon his march. There was a 
temple of Ofiris at Taief, which, as a rival to that of 
Mecca, was looked upon by the Bcii Koreifh with a 
jealous eye. Abreha was fo far milled by the intelll- 
gence given him by Abou Thakb, that he miftook the 
Temple of Talef for that of Mecca, and razed it t j the 
foundation, after which he prepared to return home. 

Being foon afterwards informed of his miftake, and 
not repenting of what he had already done, he relblved to 
deftroy Mecca alfo. Abou Thaleb, however, had ne- 
ver left his fide ; by his great hofpitality, and the plen- 
ty he procured to the Emperor's army, he fo gained 
Abreha, that hearing, on inquiry, he was no mean 
man, but a prince of the tribe of Beni Koreifh, noble 
Arabs, he obliged him to fit in his prefence, and kept 
hixQ conflantly wixh him as a companion* At lall, not 
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knowing how t(^ reward him fufficiently, Abreha dc- 
fired him to afk any thing in his power to granti and 
he would latisfy him. Abou Thaleb, takitig hin\ at 
his word, wifhed to be provided with a man, that 
fhould bring back forty "*oxen, the foldiers* had ftbleh 
from him. Abreha, who expeded that the favour he 
was to afk, was to fpare the "^Icmple, which he had in 
that cafe refolved in his mind to do, could not conceal 
bis aflonifhment at fo filly a requeft, and he could ndt 
help teftifying this to Abou Thaleb, in a manner that 
(hewed it had lowered him in his efteem. Abou Tha- 
leb, fmiling, replied very calmly, " If^that before you 
is the Temple of God, as I believe it is, you (hall never 
deftroy it, if it is his will that it fliould (land : If it is 
not the Temple of God, or which is the fame thing, if 
he has ordained that you (hould deftroy it, I (hall not 
only aiTill you in demoli(hingit, but (hall help you in car- 
rying away the laft (lone of it upon my (boulders : But 
as for me, I am a Shepherd, and the care of cattle is my 
profcfTion ; twenty ol the oxen which are (lolen are not 
my own, and I (liall be put in prifon for ihcni to- 
morrow ; for neither you nor I can believe that this 
is an affair God will interfere in ; and therefore 1 «ipply 
to you for a foldier who will fcek the thief, and bring 
back my oxen, that my liberty be not taken from me." 

Abreha had now refre(hed his army, and, from re- 
gard to his gueit, had not touched the Temple ; when, 
fays the Arabian author^ there appeared, coming front 
the fea, a flock of birds called Ababil, having faces like 
lions, and each of them in his claws, holding a fmall (lone 
like a pea, which he let fall upoii Abreha's army, fo that 
they all were dcllroyed. 1 he author of the manufcript 
from which Mr. Bruce took this fable, and which is 
alfo related by feveral other hiftorians, and mentioned 
by Mahomet in the Koran, does not feem to fwallow 
the Hory implicitly. For he fays, that there is no bird 
that has a face like a Hon, that Abou Thaleb was a Pa- 
gan, Mahomet being not then come, and that the 
Chriftians were wor(hippers of the true God, the God 
of Mahomet; and, therefore, if any miracle wai 
wrought here, it was a miracle of the devil, a vidlory in 
favour of Paganifm, and deftrudlive of the belitf of 
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the true God. In conclufion, he fays, (hat it was at 
this time that the fmall-pox and meafles firil hroke out 
in Arabia, and almoft totally deftroyed the army of 
Abreha. But if the ftonc, as big as a pea, thrown by 
the Ababil, had killed Abreha's army to the lad man, 
it does not appear how any of them could die after- 
wards, cither by the fmall-pox of meafles. All that is 
tnaterial, however, to us, in this fa^, is, that the time 
of the iiege of Mecca will be the acra of tlie firft appear- 
ance of that terrible difeafe, the fmall-pox, which we 
(hall fet down about the year 356 ; and it is highly pro- 
bable, from other ci ream (lances, that the AbyHinian 
army was the firft victim to it. 

As for the church Abreha built near the Indian ocean, 
it continued free from any further infuli till the Maho- 
metan conqueft of Arabia Felix, when it was finally de- 
ftioyed in the Khalifat of Omar. 1 his is the Abyfli- 
nian account, and this the Arabian hiftory of the War 
of the Eleohanty which are dated as found in the books 
of the mon credible writers of thofe times. 

The Jewilh religion had fpread itfelf far i»to Arabia 
as early as the commencement of the African trade with 
Paleftine } but, after the deftru^ion of the temple by 
Titus, a great increafe both of number and wealth had 
made that people abfolute mailers in many parts of that 
peninfula. In the Neged, and as far up as Medina, 
petty princes, calling themfelvcs kings, were eftablilh- 
cd, who being trained in the wars oF Paleftine, became 
YCiy formidable among the pacific commercial nations 
af Arabia, deeply funk Into Greek degeneracy. 

Phineas, a prince of that nation from Medina, having 
beat St Arctas, the Governor of Najiran, began to 
pcrfecute the Chriftians by a new fpecics of cruelty, by 
ordering certain furnaces', or pits full of fire, to be pre* 
pared, into which he threw as many of the inhabitants 
of Najiran as refufcd to renounce Chriftianity. Juftin, 
the Greek Emperor, was then employed in an unfuc- 
cefsful war with the Perfians, fo that he could not give 
any afliilancc to the afflid^cd ChrilHaus in Arabia, but 
in the year ^22 he fent an embaffy to Caleb, or Elef- 
baas, king of Abyflinia, intrcating him to interfere in 
favour of the Chriftians of Najiran, as he too was qi 
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the Greek church. On the Emperor's firft requeft,. 
Caleb fent orders to Abreha, Governor of Yemen, s^y 
march to the affiftaoce of Aretas, the fon of him who* 
was burnt, and who was then colleding troops. 
Strengthened by this reinforcement, the youi;g foldier 
did not think proper to delay the revenging his father's- 
death, till the arrival of the Emperor ; but having come 
up with Phircas, who was ferrying his troops over an 
arm of the ka, he entirely routed them, and obliged 
their prince, for fear of b;;ing taken, to fwim with hia 
hoife to ihe neareA (hore. It wa« not lon^ before tho 
Emperor had crofTcd the Red Sfa with his a^my; nor 
had ihineas lotl any time in coUe^in^; his fcatcered 
forces to oppofe him. A battle Wi.r xl\t cojifcqucncc, 
in which the fortune of Caleb again prevailed. 

Neither of the JcwiHi kingdoms were deftioyed by the 
viftories of Caleb, or Abreha, nor the fubfecjucnt con- 

5ueft of the Perfians. In the Neged, or north part of 
Arabia, they co .tinned not only alter the appearance of 
Mahomet, but till after the Hegira. I'he Araoian manu- 
scripts fay pofitivdy, that this Abreha, who affifted 
Aretas, was Governor of Apabia Felix, or Yemen.. 

In the Greek church a moft (hameful prolUtution of 
manners prevailed, as alfo innumerable herefies, which 
were firft received as true tenets of their religion, but 
were fcon after perfecuted in a moft uncharitable man- 
ner, as being erroneous. Their lies, their legends, their 
faints and miracles, and, above all, the abandoned be- 
h:ivi(>ur of the pricllhood^,. had brouglit iheirehai^afters 
in Arabia almoft as low as that of the detcftei Jew, 
and, hr^d they been confidercd in their true light, they 
had been ftill lower. The dilates of natur^i in the 
heart of the honeft Pagan, coollantly employed in long, 
l-)nely, and dangerous voyages, awakened him oftca 
to reflci^t who that Providence was that invifibly go- 
verned him, fupplied his wants, and oftea mercifally 
favcdhim from the deftruAion into which his own igno- 
rance or raftinefs were leading him. P^ifoned by no 
fyftem, perverted by no prejudice, he wilhcd to know 
and adore his Bcnefad^or, with purity and fimplicity of 
heart, free from thefe fopperies and follies with which 
^noram priefts and monk^ had difguifed bis worfhifx 
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PoITelTed of charity^ fteady in his duty to his parents, 
full o£ veneration for his luperiois, attentive and merci- 
ful even to his beafts ; in a word, containing in his 
heart the principles of the firft religion, which God 
had inculcated in the heart of Noah, the Arab was; 
already prepared to eabrace a much more perfect one 
than what Chriftianity, at that time, di;>iigured by 
folly and fuperftition, appeared to him to be. 

Mahomet, of the tribe of Beni Korcidi (at whofe 
Inftigation is uncertain) took upon himfelf to bo the 
apoftle of anew religion, pretending to have, for his 
only object, the worfliip of the tiue Cod. Oftenfibly 
full of the morality of the Arab, of patience and fclt- 
deniaU fuperior even to what is made neceflkry to fal* 
vation by the gofpel, his religion, at the bottom, was 
but a fyftem of blafphemy and falfchood, corruption 
and injuilice. Mahomet and his tribe were mod pro- 
foundly ignorant* There wab not among them but one 
man that could write, and it was not doubted he was 
to be Mahomet's fecretary, but unfortufnately Mahomet 
could not read his writing. The ttory of the angel wha 
brought him leaves of the Koran is well known, and 
fo is all the reft of the fable. The wifer part of his own 
relations, indeed, laughed at the impudence of his pre* 
tending to have a communication with angels. Hav* 
ing, however, gained, as his apoftles, fome of the beft 
foldiers of the ti loe of fieni Koreilh, and perfifting with 
great uniformity in all his mcafures, he eilabliined a 
new religion upon the ruins of idolatry and Sabaifmt in 
the very temple of Mecca. 

Mahomet enjoined nothing fevere, and the frequent 
prayers and wa(hings with water which he di reded, 
were grj^tifications to a fedcntary people in a very hot 
country. The lightncfs of this yoke, therefore, recom- 
me;nded it rapiJly to thofe who were difgufted with long 
facing, penances, and pilgrimages. Tne poifon of this 
falfc, yet not fevere religion, fpread itfelf from^that 
fountain to all the trading nations : India, Ethiopia 
Africa, all Alia, fuddenly embraced it ; and every ca- 
ravan carried into the bofom of its country people- 
not more attached to trade, than zealous to preach aud 
-propagate thei^ new faith* 
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The Arabs begun very foon to ftudy letters, and came 
to be very partial to their own language ; Mahomet him- 
fclf fo much fo, that he held out his. Koran, for its ele- 
gance alone, as a greater miracle than that of raifing the 
dead. This was not univerfally allowed at that time ; 
as there were even then compoiitions fuppofed to equal, 
if not to furpafs it. 

The Arabs were a people who lit'ed In a country, for 
the mofl part, ciefert ; their dwellings were tents, 
their principle occupation feeding and breeding cattle^ 
and they married with their own family. The language 
therefore of fuch a people mult be vcty poor j there it 
iio variety of images in their whole country. 1 hey 
were always bad poets, as their works will tetlify ; and 
if contrary to the general rule, the language of Ar^^bia 
Deferta became a copious one» it mull have been bv the 
mixture of fo many nations meeting and trading at Mec- 
ca. It mu(i« at the fame time, have been the moil cor- 
rupt, where there was the greatcft concourfe of Grangers, 
and thts was certainly among the Beni Koreifh at the 
Caha. ^ 

The war that had diftrafted all Arabia, flrft between 
the Greeks and Perlians, then between Mahomet and the 
Arabs, in fupport of his divine miffion, had very moch- 
hurt the tracie carried on by iinivcrfal confent at the 
Temple of Mecca. Caravans, when they daicd venture 
out, were fupri fed npon every road, by the pari fans of 
onelide or the other. Both merchants and traue had 
taken their departure to the fouthward, and eflablifhed 
thcmfelves fouth of the Arabian Gulf, in places which 
had been the markets for commerce, and the rendevous of 
merchants. The conquefl of the Abyfiinian territories 
in Arabia forced all thofethat yet remained to take re- 
fuge on the African lide, in the little diftrids which now 
grew into confideration. The Governor of Yemen (or 
Najalhi) converted now to the faith of Mahomet, retir- 
ed to tne Afrcan lide of the Gulf. His government, 
Jong ago, having been Ihaken to the very foundation by 
the Arabian war, was at laft totally deftroyed. 

After Omar had fubdued Egypt, he deftroyed the va- 
luable library at Alexandria ; but his fucceffors thought 
very ditierently from him in the article of profane learnino ^ 
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Greek books of all kinds (efpccially thofc of Geometry, 
Aflronomy, and Medicine,) were fearchcd for every where 
and tranilated. Sciences flourifhed and were encouraged. 
T^ade at the fame time kept pace, and increafed with 
knowledge. Geography and aflronomy were every where 
diligently ftudied, and folidly applied to make the Voy- 
ages of men from place to place fafe and expeditious. 

In one family of the Jews, an independent fovereigntjr 
had always been preferved on the mountain of Samen, and 
the royal relidence was upon a high-pointed rock, called 
the Jews Rock : Several other macceffible mountains 
ferved as natural fortreffes for this people, now grown very 
confiderable by frequent acceffions of ftrength from Pa- 
leftine and Arabia, whence the Jews had been expelled, 
Gideon and Judith were then king and queen of the Jews, 
and their daughter Judith (whom in Arahara they call 
Efther, and fometimes Saa/, i,c,^re,) was a woman of 
great beauty, and talents for intrigue ; had been married 
to the governor of a fmall diftrid^ called Bugna, in the 
neighbourhood of Lafla, both which countries were like- 
wife much infeded with Judaifm. 

Judith had madeffo ftrong a party, that (he refolved to 
attempt the fubverfion of the Chriftian religion, and, with 
it, the fucceflion in the line of Solomon. The children 
of the royal family were at this time, in virtue of the old 
law, confined on the^almofl inacceflible mountain of Da- 
mo in Tigrd. The ftiort reign, fudden and unexpefted 
death of the late king Aizor, and the defolation and con- 
tagion which an epidemical difeafe had fpread both in. 
court and capital, the weak ft ate of Del Naad who was to 
fucceed Aizor and was an infant ; all thefe circumftances 
together, impreflfed Judith with an idea that now was the 
time to place her family upon the throne, and eftablifh her 
religion by the extirpation of the race of Solomoii. Ac- 
cordingly fhe furprifed the rock Damo, and flew the 
whole princes there, to the number, it is faid, of about 
400. Some nobles of Amhara, upon the firft news of the 
cataftrophe at Damo, conveyed the infant king Del 
Naad, now the only remaining prince of his race, into 
the powerful and loyal province of Shoa, and by this 
means the Toyal family was preterved to be again refto- 
red, Judith took polleflion of the throne in defiance of 

the 
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tHe law of the queen of Saba, by this the firft interniption 
of the fucceflion in the line of Sok)mon; and, contrary to 
what might have been expe^ed from the violent means 
fhe had ufed to acquire the crown, ihe not only enjoyed it 
herfelf during a long reign of 40 years, but tranfmitted- 
it alfo to five of her pofterity. 

After a great number of years, the line of Solomon 
was again reftored in the defcendants of Del Naad, who, 
as we have feen, had efcaped from the maflacre of Da- 
mo under Judith. Content with poffefling the loyal 
province of Shoa, they continued their royal refidence 
there, without having made one attempt, as far as 
hiftory tells us, towards recovering their an<;ient king- 
dom. 
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BOOK III. 
ANNALS OF ABYSSINIA. 

Containing the Hijiory of the M^nianSy from the Rejlora* 
tion of the Line of Solomon to the Death of Socinios. 

ICONAMLAC. 

PHOM 1668 TO 1283. 

IN an abridgement of fo copious a work, it cannot be 
cxpcfted that wc fhould follow Mr. Bruce minutely 
through his Annals of Abyflinia. The accounts of 
kings and princes of remote ages are not always enter- 
taining. We ftiall therefore «n this and the following 
Book colle6l only fuch matters as appear entertaining or 
inftru^live to our readers, and ftiall refer thofe to the 
original itfelf, whofc leifure, curiofity, or pecuniary 
abilities, may enable them to perufe larger works. 

Icon Arolac is the only name by which we know this 
firil prince of the race of *^'oloraon, reftored now fully 
to his dominions, after a long exile his family had fuf- 
fcred by the treaion of Judith, The fignification of his 
name is, *^ Let him be made our fovereiga/' and is ap- 
parently 
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parently that which he took upon his inauguration or 
acceflion to the throne ; and his name of baptifm, and 
bye-name or popular name given him, are both there- 
fore ]ofl. He was a wife and prudent prince* 

I G B A . S I O N. 

from 128310 1 3 12. 

. TO Icon Amlac fucceeded Igba Sion, and after him 
live other princes, his brothers, Bahar Segued, Tzenaf 
Segued, Jan Segued, HafebAraad, and Kedero Segued, 
all in five years. So quick a fucceffion in fo few years 
feeras to mark very unfcttlcd times. Whether it was a 
civil war among themfelves that brought thefe reigns to 
fo fpeedy a conclnfion, or whether it was that the MoO- 
rifh dates in Adel had grown in power, and fought fuc 
cefsfuily againft them, we do not know. 

A M D A S I O N. 

From 13 1 2 to 1342. 

AMDA Sion fucceeded his father, Wcdem Araad, 
who was youngeft brorhcr of Icon Amlac* and came to 
the crown upon the death of his uncles. He is general- . 
ly known by this his inauguration name ; his Chriftidn 
name was Guebra MafcaL His reign began with a fcenc 
as difgraceful to the name of Chriftian as it was new m 
the annals of Ethiopia, and which promifed a charadler 
very different from what this prince prefer ved ever af- 
terwards. He had for a time, it feems, privately loved'^a 
concubine of his father, but had now taken her to live 
with him publickly ; and, not content with committing 
this fort of incefl, he, in a very little time after, had fe- 
duced his two litters. 

Patience was as little among this prince's virtues as 
chaftity, as he immediately ordered Honorius to be ap- 
prehended, firipped naked, and fcverely whipped through 
every ftreet of his capital. That fame night the town 
took fire, and ^vas entirely confumed, and the clergy loft 
no time to perfuade the people, that it was the blood of 

, Honorius 
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Honoms that turned to fire whenever it had dropped 
upon the ground, and fo had burnt the city. The king* 
perhaps better informed, thought otherwife of this, and 
luppoied the burning of his capital was owing to the 
Monks themfelyes. He therefore baniihed thofe of 
Debra Libanos out of the province of Shoa* 

In Adel and AufFa the inhabitants are tawny, and not 
black, and have long hair. They are rich and power- 
ful ; but there is no current coin in Abyffinia. Gold is 
paid by weight ; all the revenues are chiefly paid in 
kind, viz.'oxen, fheep, and honey, which are the greatest 
necefTaries of life. As for luxuries, they are obtained 
by a barter of gold, myrrh, coffee^ elephant's teeth, 
and a variety of other articles, which are carried over to 
^ Arabia; and in exchange for thefe is brought bacl^ 
whatever is commiffioned. 

In Abyflinia, the rainy feafon generally puts an. end 
to the a^ve part of war, as every one retires then to 
towns and villages to fcreen themlelves from the incle^ 
mency of the climate, deluged now with daily rain. 
The loldier, the huibandman, and, above all, the wo» 
men, dedicate this feafon to continued feflivity and 
riot. Thefe villages and towns are always placed upon 
the higheft mountains ; the valleys that intervene are 
loon divided by large and rapid torrents. Every hol- 
low foot-path becomes a dream, and the valleys be* 
tween the hills become fo miry as not to bear a horfe ; 
the waters, both deep and violent, are too apt to fhift 
their diredion to fuffer any one on foot to pafs fafely* 
All this feafon, and this aldne, people fleep in their 
heufes with i^ety ; their lances and fhields are hung up 
on the fides of their hall, aad the faddles and bridles 
taken off their horfes ; for in Abyffioia, at other times, 
the horfes are always bridlj^d, and are accuflomed to 
eat and drink with this incumbrance* The court, and 
the principal officers of government, retire to the capi- 
tal, and tnefe adminifter jufiice, make alliances, and 
prepare ,the neceflary fundV^nd armaments, which the 
preient exigencies of the ftate require on the return of 
fair weather. 

The Abyffinians are every one of them fearful of 
the night, unwilling to travel, and, above all, to fight in 
that feafon, whtn they imagine the worid is in poflel^ ^ 
F ' fion 
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fioQ of emain genii, a^effe to ktereourfe wiA men* 
and very vin46Hve, if even by accident they arc mlBcdy 
or pat out of their way by their interference. Thk, 
indeed, is carried to fo great a height, that po man will 
▼e;Httre to throw water out of a bafon upon die ground, 
for fear that, in ever fo fmall a fpace the water ftonki 
liave to fall, th? dignity of fome elf, or fairy, might 
"be violated. The Moors have none of thcfe apprehen- 
%ons, and are accuftomed, in the way of trade, to travel 
at all hours, (bmetiraes from neceffity, but often fnrtki 
choice, to avoid the heat. They laugh; moreover, at 
the fuperftition^ of the Abyffiniahs,and not unfrcqucntfy 
avail themfelves of them^ A vcrfe of the Koran, fewed 
up in leather, and tied round their necks or their arms, ^ 
cures them horn all thefe incorporeal enemies ; and,£rom 
this known advantage, if other circumftances are ft- 
Tourable, they never fail to fight the Abyffinians at or 
f)efbre the dawn of the morning, for in this cotmtiy thefe 
is no twilight. 

• AmdaSiondied «f a natural deHth at Tegularin Shoa, 
after a reign of thirty years, which was but a continaed 
fisries of ndories/no infiance being recorded of his hav- 
ing been once defeated. 

SAIF ARAAD. 

From 1342 to 1570. 

SAIF AR A AJ> fucoeeded hisfiuher Amda Sion s aad 
«a his time» all was peaceabk OQ the fi4e of Adel| as hq- 
diiag is mentioned relative to th^ war. littla Is £tt4^ 
this monarch worth Atea^aigi^Qg here» nor of fche ftvei^l 
fuGCficding kings from this period to \4t3^ 

ZARA JACOB. 
; from 1434 to USk. 

ZARA JACOB, fourth fon of David IT. fuoceeded 
his nephew, and reigned 34 years ; dnd at his inauga^ 
ration, took the name of Uonftantine. He is looked 
upon, in Abydinia, to have been another Solomon, an4 
i model of what the bed of fovereigns ftiould be. l?rom 
what we know of him, he feems tohavebeeuaprioce 

who 
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yiho liad die UA oppoftunkyi aod with Afttkh^froMft. 
4A incliqattaii to be jofirodled in the po)iiita« muuMh 
•od religioo of other couotriefl. 
. A. coofeDt had been loog before this eflabliflied M 
J«iru£|]em for the Abyffiniaos,. which he in part aok 
^wed> as appears by bis letters dill extant, writto* 
to moiiK^ of Uiat conveot. He aUb obtained from the 
Pope, a convent for the Abyifiniani at Rojue, ivhtch,!^ 
this day, is appropriated to them, though it it vcrf 
^fisldom 4that either there, or even at Jeru&lam* there 
;are now any Abyfiuuani* By hb dciire, and in his 
name, ambafladors, (i. e. priefts from Jerafaiem), weft 
rleut by Abba Nicodemus, the then fupcrior, iivho 
aflified at the Council of Florence, where, however^ 
th^ adhered to the opinioo of the Greek church, abmit 
the proceeding of the Holy Ghoil, which created a 
:(chiua between the Greek and Latin churches. This 
mbsittf was thought of confequence enou^ to be the 
fttbjedt o£ painting in the Vatican^ and to this ptdluic 
we owe the koovdedge of fiich an embaiTy having been 
fent. , 

BiEDA MARIAM. 
From*u58 to 1478. 

BJEDA MARIAM fncceeded to the throne againft 
Us father's indioation, after having received much ill** 
ufage during the esdier part of his life, p( which this 
.was the occaiion. His mother took fo violent and 
irregular a iongmg to fee her fon king, that &e ibrmed 
a ic£eme, by the ftrength of a party of her reladons 
Mad friends, truffing to the weakneis of an old man, io 
force him into a partnerAip with his &ther. £xaro* ^ 
pies of two kingf , at the fame time, and eveA io this 
degree of relation, were more than once to be found 
in the Abyfiinian annals; but thofe times were now so 
more. A ftrong jealoufy had fucceeded to an unreafon« 
iaUe confidence, and had thrown both the perien and 
.pretenfionsof the heirs-apparent of this age to as great 
a diftance as was poflible. 

Sion Magafs, or the Grace of Sion, j(£or fnch was the 

name of the queen), firil began to tamper with thp cler- 

'gy, who, though they did not abfblutely join her in 

• F 2 .her 
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her fiews, (hewed her» however, more enoouragemcatr 
dian was fUalyconMent with their allegiance. Froia 
thefe (he applied to fome of the principal oiBicers of 
Hate, and to thofe about the king, the beftaffeded to 
her fon and his fucceiTion. Theie, aware of the- evil 
tendency of her fcheme, (irft advifed her, by every 
means, to lay it afide; and afterwards, feeing (he ftill 
perfifted, and afraid of adifcovery, that would in vplve^ 
ner accomplices in it, they difclofedthe matter to. the 
king himfelf, who refented the intention (b he}apa(lyy. 
that he ordered the queen to be beaten with rods till (he 
expired. ' 

Though nothing had hitherto appeared to criminate 
the young prince, it was foon told the king, that, after 
the death of the queen, her fon Bxda Mariam had ukeii 
frankincenfe and wax-tapers from, the churches, which 
he eoiployedy at (lated times, in the obfervation of the 
wfual (olemnities over his mother's grave. The king, 
having called his (on before him, began to queillon him 
about what he had heard ; while the prince, without 
hefitation, gave him a full account of every circom* 
fiance, glorying in what, he faid, was his duty, and 
denying that he was accountable to any man on earth 
for the marks of affedion which h^ ftewed to his 
mother. 

Bieda Mariam, confidering his fon's jufli&cation as 
a reproach made to himfelf for cruelty, ordered the 
prince, and, with him, his principal friend Meherata 
Chriftos, to be loaded with irons, and banifhed to the 
top of a mountain ; and it is hard to fay where this 
puni(hment would have ended, had not the monks of 
Debra Kofib and Debra Libanosj and all thofe of the 
de(ert, (who thought .them(elves in fome meafure ac^ 
complices with his mother), by exhortations, pretended 
prophecies, dreams and vifions, convinced the king, 
that Providence had decreed unalterably, that none but 
his fon, Bqeda Mariam, (hould fucceed him. . To this 
ordinance the old king bowed, as it gave him a proipe^ 
of the long continuance of his family on the. throne of 
AbyfEnia. 

The king, while he was bufy in planning the conqueft 
of Ade), wasfeized with a pain in his bowels, whether 
from poifon or otherwile, it is not known, which put a 

period. 
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pmod to his life. He was a prince of great bravery 
«ad condud, very moderate in his pleafures, very de- 
irout, zealous for the eftabliflied church, but (leady in 
his lefifiance to the monks and other clergy, in all dieir 
attempts towards perfecutioni innovation, andindepen- 
"dency. 

ISCANDER, or ALEXANDER- 
From 1478 to 1495.' 

KING Bseda Mariam being dead, the hiftory of 
Abyffinia informs us, that a tumultuous raeeting ox the 
nobles brought from the mountain of Gefhen the queen 
Romana, with her fon Ifcander, who, upon his arrival^ 
was crowned without any oppofition. For feveral years 
diter Ifcander afceuded the throne, the queen his mother, 
together with the Acab Saat, Tesfo Georgis, and Bct- 
wudet Amdu, governed the kingdom defpoticaliy, under 
the name of the young king. Accordingly, aHerfome 
years fufferance, a confpiracy was formed, at the head 
of which were two men of great power, Abba Amdu and 
Abba Hafabo ; but the confpirators proving unfuccefsful, 
fomc of them were imprifened, fome put to death, and 
others banilhed to unwholefome places, there to periih 
with hunger and fevers. 

The king having proved fuccefsful in the war againft 
Adei, in his return to Shoa, left his troops, which was 
tJie northern army, in the northern provinces, as he 
paJDTed ; fo that he came to Shoa with a very fmall re* 
tmue, hearing that Za Saluce, his prime miniiler, and 
commander in chief, had gone to Amhara, of which, 
place he was governor. TTiis traitor, however, had left 
his creatures behind him, after in(lru6biog them whkt 
they were to do. Accordingly, the fecond day after 
Ifcandet^s anival in Tegulat, the capital of Shoa, they 
let upon, him, during the night, in a fmall houfe in 
Aylo Meidan, and murdered him while he was deeping. 
Tney concealed the body for fome days in a mill ; but 
Taka Chfiftos, and fome others of the king's friends^ 
took up the corpfe and expofed it to the people, who, 
ifnxh one accord, proclaimed Andreas, fon of Ifcander, 
king ; and Za Saluce^ and his adherents, traitors. 

F3 In 
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Ia t&e mean time^ Za Sdoce, far from ^odldg diir 
eocovrageineiit he expedted in^Ambarfty was, upon Us 
£r(l appearaaice, fet upoa by tht nbbiiity cf tiiat pro^ 
^iace ; and being deferted by his troops, he Was tidceil 
priibner ; his eyes were put oat, andy being RMMmttd 
on an afs, he was carried, amidft the curfes of thepeo-^ 
pie, through the provinces of Amhara and Shoa. If- 
canda was focceeded by his fo^ Andreas, or Amda Ston^ 
an infant, who reigned feyen months only, 

NAOD. 
From 1495 tor 1508. 

SOON after the unfortunate death of the vonng king 
Alexander, the people in general, wearied orminoritiea^ 
unanimoufly chofe Naod for their king. He was Alex- 
ander's youngefl brother, the difference of ages being 
but one year, though he was not by the iame mother, 
but by the king's second wife. Calliope* 

Naod was no fooner feated on the throne than h^ 
publifhed a very general and comprehenfive amn)s(ly« By 
proclamation he ^eclared, <^ That any perfon who thould 
upbraid another with being a party in the misfortunes of 
|)afi times, or &y that he had been privy to this or to that 
confpiracy, or had been a favourite of the emprefsj or a 
par.tizau of Za Saluce, or had received bribes from the 
Moors, Oiould, without delay, be put to death.*' This 
prboJamation had the very beft effedl, as it ouieted the 
mind of every guilty^perfon when he faw the icing, from 
whom he feared an en(][uiry, cutting off all poiSble m^ans 
by which it could be procured againfl: him. 

Naod hav^g, by his courage and prudence, freed him* 
felf from fear of a foreign war, (et himfelf, like a wife 
prince, to -the reforming of the abufes that prevailed 
every where among his people, and to the cultivation of 
the arts of peace. He aied a natural death, after having 
.reigned IS years. 

DAVID III. 
From 1508 to 1540* 



DAVID was only, 11 years old when he was place^ 
upon the throne; and, atliis inauguration, took the 

name 
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nameof Leboa Deogbely or the Virgjb's Frankincfnfe i 
then that of Etaxu DengheU or the Myrrh of the Vir« 
g;^o ; and after that of Wanag Segued^ which fignifiea Re*- 
vereaced^ or Feared^ among the Lions, with wbqnu 
towards die lad of his reign^ he relided in wilds suxq 
mountains^ more than with mea. He died in the yeat 
1540, after a reign of complicated misfortunes. 

CLAUDIUS, OR ATZENAP SEGUED. 
From 1540 to 1559* 

CLAUDIUS fucaeeded his father D^TidllL beiagytt 
yeuag, and fotind the empire in ohrcum&aaces ma 
wQttld hav«. required an old and esqotcri^iced jprincfw 
Bat» though young, he po&fled'thafe graceful ani 
affable manners w^ch, at fird fight, attached' peopltt 
of all forts to him. He had been tntored mith great 
care by the emprc^ HeleM^ was expert in aU warlike 
€9ier<^es, and brave beyond his years. Such is tht 
cfaara&er given this prince by thia Abyffietao writ^i.s 
but Mr. Bnice is of opinioa that he did not merit thejb 
encomiums.'^ - ' 

Under this raign, Mr. Bruce relates fome particubfi 
of Nur, governor of Zeyia, and general of the Moov^li 
which, in f{Hte of the narrow limits to which we afjS 
confined, we cannot avoid tranfcribtng. He was deeply 
in love with a widow lady, Del YTambarea, from whom 
he had marks (^gratitude to expect, as he had afifted her 
in'DBaUiig her e^^e into Atbara, that day/her bvfband 
was flain. But tins heroine had confianuy refided to 
liften to a;:iy propolals ; nay»had vowed (he never would 
give her hand in marriage to any man, till he fiiould firft 
bringher thehead of Claudiiis« who had flain her hulbaad* 
Nur willingly accepted the condition, which gave him 
,fiew rivals. 

Claudius, who had hitherto been vi^orious» had 
Birched towards Adel, when he received a meffiige 
from Nur, \hat there dill remained a governor of 
Zeyla, whofe family was chofen as a paf ticular inftro* 
ment for fheddii^ the blood of the Abyi&nian prinoei ; 
and d^ed him, therefioie, to be prepared, for he was. 
%eedily to fet out to come to him« Claudius had 
, F 4 been 
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been employed in various journies throagh cBflFereUt 
parts of his kingdom^ lepairing the churches which 
the Moors had burnt ; and he was then rebuilding that 
of Debra Werk when thismeiTage of Nur was brought to 
him. This prince was of a temper never to avoid a 
challenge ; and if he did not march againft Nur immedi- 
ately, he (laid no longer than to complete his army as far 
as poifible. He then began his march for Adel, very 
much, as it is faid, a^inil the advice of his friends. 

This advice was ungular, as he was, at that dmei vic- 
torious. But many prophecies were current in the camp, 
that the king was to be unfortunate this campaign, 
and in which he was to lofe his life. Thefe unfortu- 
nate rumours tended much to difcourage the army, 
at the fame time that they feemed to have a • con* 
trary effect on the king, and to confirm him in ht^ refo- 
lution to fight. 

• Both armies were drawn^ up and ready to engage, 
when the«chief pried of Debra Libanos came to die 
king, to tell him a dream, or vifion, which warned him 
tio% to fight ; but the Moors were then advandng, and 
the king, on horfeback, made ho reply, but marcl^ 
brifldy forward to the enemy. The cowardly AbyiE- 
. hians, upon the firft fire, fied, leaving the king engaged 
in the middle of the Moorifh army with twenty horfe, 
and eighteen Portuguefe mufqueteers, who were all 
(lain around his perfon ; and he himfelf fell, after fight- 
ing manfully, and receiving twepty wounds. His head 
was cut off; and by Nur delivered to Del Wumbarea^ 
who directed it to be tied by the hair to the branch of a 
tree before her door, that (he might keep it conftantly in 
fight.. Here it remained three years, till it was purchafed 
from her by an Armenian merchant, her firft grief hav- 
ing, it is probable, fubfided, upon the acquifition of a 
ahvf hufband. The merchant carried the head to An- 
tioch, and buried it there in the fepulchre of a faint of . 
the fame name. 

In this manner diedidng Claudius, in the 1 9th year 
of his reign, who, by his virtues and capacity, might 
hold a firfl: place among any feries of kings we have 
known, vidorious in every a&on he fought, except in 
that one only in which he died. A^ great (laughter 
was made after this among the routed/and many of the 

firft 
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irft nd^Uity were flain^ ia endea^onring to efcape ; 
amoog the reft, the dreamer from Debra libanos, his 
tifion, by which he knew the king^s death, not haying 
ezteDded fo far as to reveal his own. The Abyffinians 
jmmediately transferred the name of this prince into 
their catalogue of faints, and he is called St. Claudius 
in that country to' tlus day* 

This battle was fought on the 22d of March, 1 550 ; 
and the vidory gained by Nur was -a complete one* 
The king and moft of his principal officers were flain ; 
great part of the army uken prifoners, the reft dit 
perfed, and fhe camp plundered; fo that no Mooriih 

feneral had eyer returned home with the glory he did. 
lut afterwards, in his behayiour, he exhibited a fpec- 
tacle more memorable^ and that did him more honour 
than the yiAory hfelf ; for, when he drew near to 
Adel, he clothed himfelf in poor attire, like a common 
ibldier, and bare-headed, mounted on an ordinary 
mule, with an old faddie and tattered accoutrements, 
he forbade the fongs and praife with which it is ufual 
to meet the conquerors in' that country, when returning 
vnth vidory from the field. He declined alfo all fhare 
in the fuccefs of that day, declaring that the whole of 
it was due to God alone> to whofe mercy and imme« 
diate interpofition he owed the deftrudion of the'Chrif^ 
tianarmy. 

MENAS, OR ADAMAS SEGUED. 

From 1559 to 1563. 

Menas facceeded his brother Claudius, and found 
his kingdom in almoft as great confufion as it had 
been Im by his father Bayid* As nothing occurs 
▼ery remarkable in this reign, we Qi^l pafs on to his 
fuccefibr 

SERTZA DENGHELL, oa MELEC SEGUED. 

From 1563 to 1595.* 

He was only twelye years old when he came to the 

^throne> and was crowned at Axum with all the ancient 

ceremonies* The beginning of his reign was marked 
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hy a mutioy of his foldfers, who, joining tlienifekei 
t6 fome Mallomets^S; plundered^ town, andthen 
tffbanded. ^ 

Sertza Deoghell* li^ving proved viftorioos }a alibis 
wars, determined to chaftKe the malecontcibts Of a people 
called the Damots, when lie was accofled hy a priefr, 
famous for his holinefs and talent for divination, wko 
advifed him not to undertake that war; hot the king 
exprefled his contempt both of the advice and the ad^ 
viler. The pried is faid to hare limited his advice ftill 
farther, and to have only begged him to remember aot 
to eat the fifti of a certain river in the territory of 
Qiba, in the provipce of Shat. The king, however, 
flaihed with hi« former vidh>ries^ forgot the name of 
the river, and the injunf^ion ; and, having eat fi(h ooC 
of this river, was immediately after taken dsingerovr% 
111, and died on his return. The writer of his life lays, 
that the fatal eflEe6ls of this river were afterwards expe- 
rienced in the reign of Yafous the .Great, at the time 
in which he wrote, when the king's whole army, en- 
camped along the fides of this river^ were taken with 
violent ficknefs after eating the fifh caught in it, and 
that many of the foldiers died. Whether this be really 
fa£l or not» Mr. Bruce does not take upon him to de- 
cide. Whether fifh, or any other animal, living ifi 
water impregnated with poifonous minerals, can pre^ 
ferve its own life, and yet imbibe a quantity of poifbn 
fuflBcient to dei!roy tht men that ^ouB eat it, feems to 
him very doubtful. 

Sertza Denghell was of a very humane, affable difpofi- 
iioD, very di&rentfrom his father Menas. He was 
fiedfsdl in his adherence to the church of. Ale^asodria, 
aadieemed perfe^y indiffei^nt as to the Romiih churck 
89d clergy. In conyerfation, he frequently condemned 
their tenets, but always commended the fobriety and 
fanftity of their lives.* . ' . 

ZA DENGHELL. 

From 1595 to l604f 

No fooner was Sertza Denghell de..d^ perhaps fome 
time before, but a conijpiracy was foitned to change the 

order 
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order lOffiicc^oo, and tbuwis immcdately executed* 
t>jr order oFthe uiamvir^tey who feat a body of foldiers, 
and (eized Za Denghelli and carried him clofe prifoner 
to Deck, a large ifland in the lake Tzana» belonging to 
the qufien, where he wa« kept for (bme time, till bt 
cfcaped and hid himfelf «in the wild ioaccefible moua- 
^ tains of Gojao^i which there* form the banks of the 
Nile. He was, bowercr, aftttwards reflored, and con- 
jepti to the Romifh religioa The tranfa^ions of 
tjm and the (wo fvicceeding reigoft were, in a manner, 
bat one continued fcene of rebellion, bloodfhed, and 
flaughter. The Roman CatlK>Uc miiEonaxies fent t^ 
Abyifinia, alfo employ fefer al flieeta in the original 
work ; but, as thefe are matters foreign to the plan of 
aa abridgemeat, we (ball only obferfe, Uiat Za Denj^hell 
was fuoceeded by Jacob, who reigned from l604 to l605, 
and was fucceeded by Socinios, who reigned from i6Q^ 
to 16*32. We ihall conclude this book with an extra^ 
Of two from the occurrenceaof this laft reign« 

Mr. Bruce, in bis account of the kingdom of Gia«- 
giro, lays, all matters in this ftate are conduced by 
magic ; and we may fee to what p^iot the human un« 
dernanding is debafed in the d^fk^no^ of a few leagues. 
X«et no* man fay that igporgnoe is the cauTe^ or heat gi 
ijimai^ w:hich is the unintelligible obfervation gene- 
laUy made on thefe occafmni.. For why (hould beat 
of climate addid a peo^ tq magic more than cf^ld i 
or, wi&y fbould ignorance enlarge a fnan's powers, fo 
that, overleaping the bounds of con^mon intelligence^ 
it (bould extend his Acuity of conveificg with a new 
fet of beings in another world ? The EthiQpiaa9i u4io 
nearly. fii)rround Abyifinia, aie blacker than thofe 
of Qingiros their country better, and are^ Uke tbi^, 
an in(^enott;^ peeplck ttuit have been, from thebegin* 
nidg, in the fame pan where ihey now inhabit Yet 
the former netther adore thederil^ nor pretend to have 
a oommunication with him ; they have no humao Q^ 
. orifices, nor ate there any traces of fuch^eoovmitiei 
having prevailed among them. A communicatioa 
with U)e fea has been always open, and the fiave-trade 
prevident from the eerlieft tkoes ; while the king of 
Gingisoi fhntupifi tbeh^an of the cootineot» fscri^ 
fiw thpfe flavet lotbe devil wbinh he haaoooppeiw 
re tunity 
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taoity to fell to man. For, at Gingiro begias that ac- 
curfed cuftom of making; the fhedding of hamao blood a 
neceflary part m all folemnities. How hs to the foutb- 
ward this reaches, Mr. Brace does opt pretend to know; 
bat he looks upon thiis to be the geographical boands of 
the reign of the devil, on the north fide ot the equator^ in 
the peninfula of Africa. 

When the king of Gingiro dies, the body of the do- 
. ceafed b wrapped in a fine cloth, and a cow is killed. 
•They then pat the body fo wrapped up into the cow's 
ikin. As foon as ^is is over, all the princes of the 
royal family fly and hide themfelves in the bufhes; 
while others, entrufted with the eledion, enter into the 
thickets, beating every where about, as if looking for 
game. At laft a bird of prey, call^ in their country 
liber, appears, and hovers over the perfon deftined to 
be king, crying and making a great noife, without 
quitting his (lation. By this means the perfon deftined 
to be eleded is 'found, fur rounded, as is reported, by 
tigers, lions, panthers, and fiich-Hke wild-beafts. ;This 
is imagined to be done by magic, or the devil, elle 
there are every where enough of thefe beafts lying in 
the cover to fumifh materials for fuch a tal^, without 
liavisg recourfe to the power of magic to affemble them. 
As they find their king, like a wild bead, fo his beha- 
viour continues the fame after he is found. He flies 
upon them with great rage, refifling to the laft, woand- 
ing and killing all he can reach, without any confidera- 
tion, tilly overcome by force, he is dragged to a throne, 
which he fills in a manner perfe€^Iy corrdponding to the 
rationality of the ceremonies of his inftalment. 
/ Before the king enters his palace, two men are to be 
flain ; one at the foot of the tree by which his houfa 
ts chiefly fupported; the other at the threfhold of his 
"door, which is befmeared with the blood of the vidinu 
And it 18 faid, that the paiticular family, whofe pri- 
vilege it is to be flaughteted, fo far from avoiding , 
it, glotf in the occaCon, and ofir themfelves vnllingly 
to meet it« 

- The Ethiopic memoirs of Socinios' reign is interrupt- 
ed to record a very-trifling anecdote, which Mr. Bruce 
inferts, as it ferves to give fbme idea of the fimplicity and 
Ignorance of thofe times. The hiftorian tup, that this 
. — year 
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year there was brought into AWffinia, a bird called 
Pitra^ which was about the bignefs of a hen, and i^ke 
all languages ; lodian, Portuguefe, and Arabic. It 
naoied the king's name ; although its voice was that of a 
man, it could likewife neigh like a horfe, and mew like 
a cat» but did not fing like a bird. It was produced be- 
fore the aflembly of judges, of the priefts, and the azaees 
of couirty and there it fpoke with great gravity. The 
aflembly, after confidering circnmftances well, were una- 
nimous of opinion, that the evil fpirit had no part in 
endowing it with thefe talents. But to be certain of 
thb, it was thought moft prudent to uke the advice of 
Ras Sela Chriftos, then in Gojam, who might, if he 
thought fit, confult the fuperior of Mahebar Selafl*6 ; to 
them it was fent, but it died on th& road. The hifioriaa 
cloies his narrative by this wife refiedUon on the parrot's 
death, '< Such is the lot of all flefh/' 
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BOOK IV. 

ANNALS OF ABYSSINIA. 

Cotttittuatiett of the /tnnak, froth the Death rfSodmot tiO 
' Mr, Bruce' s Arrival In Ahjiffima. ^ 

FACILIDAS, OH, SULTAN SEGUED. 

From 16S2 to l665. 

^^^ACILIDAS, in the fifth year of his reign, after 
J/ having gained feyeral vid^ories over the neighbour- 
ing princeSy pafled the winter in Gafat ; but a misfor- 
tuue happened the following year, whic^i very much 
affe^ed the whole kingdom. The people ot Lafta 
. grew defperate from their former defeat, and determined 
again to try the fortune of war. Facilidas, trufting to 
his former reputation, acquired in thefe mountains in his 
father's time, on the 3d of March, l638^ advanced with 
a large army into Lafta, with a defign to bring thefe 
peafants to a battle. But the rebels growing wife by 
their lofFes, no longer chofe to trufl tnemfelves on the 
plain, but, retiring to the (Iron^efl polls, fortified them 
jTo judidoufly, that, withotit Hiking any lofs themfelvesy 
they cut off all fupplies or provij^ons coming to the lying's 
army. *^ 

• ' It 
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- Itliappeiiedatthattimethecoidwttfoexceffift^thME: 
a&noft the whole army perUhed amidft the raoumaioB $ 
great part from fiimiae, but a greater iHll from coldi^ a 
very remarkable cu^umdaDce in thefe latkiidcs. Laftaia 
barely IS^ from till Line, and it was now the eqaioox 
in March, fo that the fun was but 1 2^ from beiog in die 
zenith of Lafta, and there was in the day twelve hours 
of fun^ Yet here is an example of an army« not of 
foreigners, but of natives, perifhing with cold in their 
native country, when the fun is no farther than 12° 
£rom being vertical, or from being directly over their 
beads I a firoog proof this, that there k noway of judg- 
iiBg» by the degrees of heat m the therflaometer, what 
eat6i diat degree of heat br cold is to have upon the 
human body. 

Facilidas, after a long reign, in which tu)thing; very 
remarkable occotred, was taken ill at Goodari iathe 
end of OAober, of a difeafe which^from its firii appear** 
ance» he thought would prove naortai. He, theieibre, 
bnt to his eldeft ion Haniief> whom be had coniiantly 
kept with him, and who was now of age to govern, ana 
recommended to him his kin^om, and the perfevering 
ia the ancient religion. He died the 30th of September 
1665 » in great peace and compofure of aund, and they 
^ried htm at Azazo. Facilidas had every good quality 
neceiTary to conditute a great prince, without any alloy 
or mixture^ that» upon fo much provocation a» he haa, 
mbht have imfled him to be a bad one. He wa9 calin, 
diipaffieoatet tod courteous in his behaviour* In the 
very difficult part he had to aA beiween his fathel(and 
the nation, the neceflities of the times had taught him a 
degree of referve, which, if it was not natural, was not 
therefore the lefs ufeful to him. He was, in his own per- 
Ibn, the braveft foldier of his time, and always expofed ' 
hinifelf in proportion as the occaiion was inspottant. To 
this were added all the qualities of a good general, in 
^ich chara^er he feems to have equalled his father 
Socinios, who elfe was univerfally allowed to be the firft 
of his time. Fierce and violent in battle, he was back- 
ward in ihedding blood after it. Though an enemy to 
the Catholic religion, yet, from duty to his father, he 
lived whh the Patriarchs and Jefuits upon fo familiar a 
footxDgi that they c6nfe& themfelves^ it was not from 

any 
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any part of hb bdiavionr to them they ever oouUI jm^ 
hnn an enemy. He was moft remarkable for an*inipliot 
fiibmiiSon to-his fiither's commands ; and, upon this prin» 
dple, fought in hnowc of the Catholic religion, ag^inft 
liis own friends and perfuafion, becaufe fuch #ere the or- 
, ders of his foTereign. 

HANNES I. OR CELAFE SEGUED^ 
From 1665 to 1680. 

THIS prince was not in his nature- aveife to war, 
though, hefides two feeble attempts he made upon 
Lafta, and one againft the Shangalla; all without ihate> 
rial confequences, no military expedition was under- 
taken in hb time ; and no rebellion or competitor (To 
frequent in other rei^s) at all difturbed his. ' He 
feems to hare had the feeds of bigotry in his temper ; 
from the beginning of his reign he commanded the 
Mahometans to eat no other flefh but what had been 
killed by Chriftians; and «itheihed together the Ca- 
tholic booksi which the Jefuts had tramflatedlnto the 
Ethiopic language, and burned them in a heap. Much 
of liis attention was given to church matters, and, in re- 
gulating thefe, he feems to have employed moft of his 
tmie. 

'Hannesdied the 19th of July,and was buried at Ted- 
da, after having reigned 15 years. He feems, from the 
icanty memorials of his long reign, to have been a-weak 
prinee ; but, perhaps, if the circumftances of the times 
w^e fully known, he may have been a wife one; 

' YASOUS I. ' 

From 16S0 to 1704. 

YASOUS fucceeded his &ther Hannesxt^ith the ap* 
probation of the whole kingdom. He had twice m 
tiannes's lifetime abfconded from the palace, and this 
was bterpreted as implying an impatience to reign. But 
Mr. Bruce rather thinks the caufe was a difference of 
manners, his father being extremely bigoted, forcKd, 
and covetous ', for be never, in thole elopements, pre* 

tended 
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tended to make a party contrary to his father's iotei^ft^ 
nor fliewed the lead incliaatt6n to give either the armj 
or the people Si £ivourahIe impreffipa of himfelf, to the 
$fadvantage of the kiog. There was, faefides, a di&- 
retfceinrehgioos principles. Yaibusjiad a great pre* 
dikdiion for the monks of Oebra Libanosi or the high 
church ; while Hannes, his father* had doneerery thing 
in his power to inftii into his fon a prepofleffion in fa- 
vour x>fthofe of Abbe Euftathius. To thefe opinions, 
therefore^ fo widelv different* as well in religion as the 
things of the world, Mr. Bruce attributes the yonng 
prince's difinclination to live with his father. This 
leems confirmed by the firil ftep he took upon his 
naoaotiqg Uie throne* which was to make an alteration in 
thie church government, from what his father had left it 
at his death. 

The king then took a^^journey of a very extraordinary 
nature, and fuch as Abyffinia had never before feeo* 
Attended only by his nobility* of whom a great number. 
had flocked to him* he fat down at the foot of the moun- 
tain of Wedin^* and ordered all the princes of the rojral 
family, who were baniihed*- apd confined there* to be 
brought to him. During the laft reign, the mountain 
of Wechne, and thofe forlorn princes that lived up^n 
it* had been* as it were* totally forgotten. Hannes 
having fons of an age fit to govern^ and his eldeft fon 
Yafou» living below with his fisither* no room feemed 
to remain for attempting a revolution, by the young 
candidates efcaping from the mountain. This oblivion* 
to which they were configned* melancholy ^s it was^ 
proved the heft fUte thefe unhappy prifoners could hay^ 
wifhed ; for to be much known for either good or bad 
qualities did always* at fome period, become fatal to 
individuals. . Punilhment always followed inquiries after 
a particular prince ; and all meuages^ queftions, or vifits* 
at the inflance of the king* were conuantly forerunners 
of the lofs of life, or ampuution of limbs, to thefe un- 
happy exiles. To be forgotten* then, was to be fafe ; 
but this fafety carried very heavy diftrefs along with it. 
Their revenues were embezzled by their officers or 
keepers* and ill paid by the king ; and the fordid temper 
of Hannes had often reduced them all to the danger of 
pelting with hunger and cold. 
,- . • The 
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Tkt new king, Yafousy as he was well ao|uai6tiA 
with all thefe circumftanoea, fb ke was, in hit natnro 
and (tifpofition, aa perfeAlj wilKog to repair the injuiies 
that were paft^and preireat the like tn fatui«» In coft* 
^ iequeoce of this^ there foon appeared, as rifen front tins 

di»dl, Claadiusy fan of Socinioa, the firft extie who waa . 
lent to the moimtain of Wechn^» by his brother FaciH«« 
dtt, grandfiither of Yaious. This was the prieee who 
was fixed upon by the Jefotts tofucceed his &ther, and 
govern that country when converted to the RoBiiih rdib - 
gino by their intrigues, and conquered by the arou of the 
Portuguefe. This was the prince who» to make their 
icnemies appear more odious, thefe Jefiiits have ailerted 
was flain by his brother Faei lidas, one infiance by which 
we may judge of ihe juftice of the other charges laid 
againft that humane, wife, and virtuous prince, who& 
ooly crime was an inviolable attachment to die religion 
and conftitution of his country, and the juft abhorrenoc^ 
^ be moft reafonably had, as an independent prinoey' to 
(ufamit the« prerogatives of his crown^ and the rights o£ 
his people, to the blind oontroul of a foreign prelate* 

The foDS of Facilidas^i' with their famtliee, aifo otoifi 
from the mountain i and lik;ewife his own brothers^ 
' Ayto Theophilus, and AytaCkudtuSi foosof hi&fa^ 
tfaet Hatza Hannes. The fight of fb many noble re- 
lations, ibme advanced in years, fome in the flower of 
.' their youth, and fome yet children ; idl, however,, itt 
^ tatters, and almoft naked, made fuch an impreflioft oo 
^ the young king, that he buril into tears. Nor wa&hia 
behaviour to the^efpedive degrees of them leis propec 
or engaging. To the old he paid that reverence amd re« 
tp&£t due to parents ; to thoie about his own age, a Jdad| 
and liberal familiarity ; while he beftowed upon the 
^ young ones careffes and commendations fweetened wkb 

\ the lK>pe8 that thev might lee better times. His firfl care 

I waa, to provide tnem all j^entifuUy with apparel and 

^ every neceffaiy. His brothers he dreficd like himfel^ 

\ and his uncles IHU more richly. He then divided a hrge 

'j fum 6f money among them alL - 

In the month of December, which is the pleafanfeeft 

/ feafon of the whole year, the fun being moderately hai» 

the Iky eonflantly clear and without a cloud, all the c|»urt 

was encamped under the mcuntaiaf a^dthe inferior foit 

ilKwea 
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Ibewed along the gra&. Alt wetetreated ftt the eitpencQ' 
6f the khig, paf!h)g the day and night in contiBnal feftw 
▼als. «« ft bbut right/' fcid the kmg, *< that I ihould 
pay for apleafore fo great, that none of my pred«ceflbrs 
erer dared to tafte k ;" and of afl that noble aflbmbly,' 
none feenied to c^oy it more fincerely than the king. 
A if pardons ibticited for criminals at this time were 
granted. In this manner having fpent a whole mouthy 
before his departure, the king callra for the deftar (f. e. 
the treafory-book) in which the account of the fum al* 
lowed for the maintenance of thefe prifoners is dated ; 
and having enquired fhi^y into the expenditure, and 
cancelled all grants thathad been made of any part of that 
iinn to others, and provided in fiiture for the full, as well 
as yearly payment of it, he, for his laft a^, gave to thii 
governor o£ the mountain a large acceffion of territory, 
to make hhn ample amends for the lofs of the dues he 
tras tindetftood to be intitled to firom that revenue. Af-* 
ter this, he embraced them all, afltiring them of his 
confhmt protedion ; and mounting his horle, he took the 
keeper along with him, leaving all the royal family at 
their liberty at the foot of the mountain. 
' So generous a conduft, and this laft mark of confl- 
dence, more than all the reft, touched the minds of that 
noUe troop, who hurried, every man with his utmoA 

S;ed, to reftore themfelves voluntarily to their mehm- 
oly prifon, imputing every moment bf delay, as a 
ftep towards trealbn and ingratitude to their muntfioeDty 
compaiEonate, and magnanimous benefador. 'All their 
fieay was moiftened with tears, flowing from fenfible and 
thankful hearts ; and all the mountain refounded with 
firayers for the long-life and profperity of. the king, and 
that the crown might never leave the lineal defctnd- 
ants of his &mily. It vras very remarkable, that, 
during this long reign, though he was conflantly in- 
volved in war, no competitor from the mountain ever 
appeared in breach of thofe vows they had fo voluntarily 
undertaken. 

Another great advantage the king reaped by this gc- . 
serous condudt, was, that all the moft powerful and 
cofiliderable people in the kingdom haa an opportu- 
nity, at oneyiew, to fee each individual of the royal 
&inilj^> that was capable of wearing the crown ; and a]>, 
- . with' 
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with one voice agreed, upon the comparifon inade,t]iatf 
if they had been then a£embled to jsledt a king, tbo^ 
qhoice would not have fallen en any but the prefent. 
. Yafous is reported to have been the mofl graceful and 
~ ^^^terous hor(eman of his time. He didinguiihed himfelf 
in hunting as much for his addrefs and courage againft 
die beads, as he had, for a ihort while before, done b^ 
his affability, generofity, and benevolence, amidft his 
own family. All was praife, all was enthufiafuiy whare* 
ever the young king prefented himfelf ; the ill-boding 
monks and hermits had not yet dared to foretel evil $ 
but every common mouth predided this was to be an 
active » vigorous, and glonous reign, without being 
thought by this to have laidany pretenfion to the gift of 



In the 9th year of the reign of Yafous, there appeared 
a comet, remarkable for its fize and fiery brightnefs of 
its body^ and for the prodigious length and di(lin6l-r 
ne(s of its tall. It was firil taken notice of at Gondar, 
two days before the feaft of St. Michael, on which day 
the army takes the field. A fight fo uncommon alarmed 
all ibrts of people; and the. prophets, who had ke^ 
iJliemfelves within very moderate bounds during thb 
whole reign, now thought that it was incumbent upon 
them to diftinguifh themfelyes, and be filent no longer. 
Accordingly^hey foretold, from this phenomenon, and 
publifhed every where as a truth, infallibly and inimuta* 
bly pre-ordained, that the prefent^ campaign was to ex* 
bibit a fcene of carnage and bloodflied more terrible 
and more extenfive than any thing that ever had ap- 
peared in the amals of Ethiopia. That thofe torrents 
of blood, which were every where to follow the-foot« 
Aeps of the king, Vfert to be flopped by his death, 
which was to happen before he efver returned again to 
Gondar; and, as the objed of the king's expedition 
was dill a fecret,- thefe alarming prefages gained a great 
deal of credit. But it was not fo with Yafous, who, 
notwithftanding he was importuned by learned men 
of all forts, to put off his departure for lome days, abfb- 
lutely refufed, anfwering always fuch requefts by irony 
andderifion: *' Pho! Pho !" fays he, *« you are not in 
the right : we mud give the comet &tr play ; ufe him 
well, or he nvill never appear agsuD> and then idle 
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Eople and old women will have nothing to ainufe them^ 
ves with." 

Yaibus accordingly left Gondar at the time he had 
appointed ; and he was already arrived at Amdaber> a 
few days .difiance from the capital, when an ezpiefi 
brought him word of his mother's death, on which he 
i^imediately marched back to Gondar, and buried her 
^in theifland of Mitraha^ with all p<^ble magnificence, 
*and with every, mark of iincere grief. . > 

The prophets, though they had not fucceeded in what 
they foretold, they kept^ nevertheleis, a good counte- 
nance. It is true, that no blood was {bed, nor did the 
king die before he returned to Gondar ; but his mother 
died when he was away, and that was much the fame . 
thing ; for they contended, that it was not a great mif* 
take» from the bare authority of a comet, to err only in 
the fex of the peribn that was to die; a queen for a king 
was a very near calculation. As for the bloody (lory and 
the king's death, they faid they had miftaken the year in 
compudng ; but, that it flifl was to happen (when it 
pleafed God) Jtme other time, 

. .Thefe explanations were allowed by the people to be 
the beft poffible, excepting the king, who perceived i, 
degre^^of malice in the foretelling his death and cer- 
tain lofs of his army, juft at the inftant.he was taking 
the field. But he diiguifed his refentment under 
(hong irony, with which he attacked thefe diviners in- 
cefifantly. He had inquired accurately the day of^ his 
mother's death. - '* How is it," fays he to his chaplain, 
or kees hatze, *' that this comet (hould come to for etelmj 
mother's deaths when fhe was dead four days before it 
appeared ?" Another day, to the fame perfon he faid, 
<* I fear you do my mother too. much honour at the 
expence of religion. Is it decent to fuppofe that fuch 
aitar, like that which appeared at the bivth of Chrifl, 
(hould now be employed on no greater errand than to 
foretel the death of the daughter of Guebra Mafcal ?'/ 
Thefe, and many more fuch railleries, accounted' by 
the(e vi(Ionarie8 as little (hort of impiety, fo mortified 
Koft^ (the kees hatze,) a great believer in, and pro* 
te£lor of the dreamers, that he refigned all his em^ 
plbyments, and retired among the hermits into the 
delert of Werk*leva» towards Sennaar, to ftudy the 
- ' afpcfe 
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■^^of the Aars more acciuatoly, aai matt Mtimr 

fure. ' ^ 

A iodden and violent alarm began the tenth year, and 
^read itfelf in an infiant all over the kingdom* witfaout 
any certa^ authority. The Galla, with an inmimerabfe 
army, were faid to lutve entered Gojam^ at ieveral placef, 
and laid wafte the whole province ; and this was the 
more extraordinary, as the Nile was now in the heigiit 
of its inunds^ion. On his march» the king learned, Smt 
this ftory arofe merely from a panic ; and this Ibrmid- 
tdble army turned out to ^be no more than a fmall baiftl 
4»f robbers of that nation, who had piled the river, ki 
4heir ufual way* part on horfebadc, while the foot weifc 
dragged aver, hanging' at the hories' tails, or riding on 
goat-&ins, blown up with the wtnd« This fiaalljpar^r 
had furphzed fbme weak villages, killed the inhabubaats, 
and immediately returned acro& the river. But the 
alatm continued, and there were people at Gondar, who 
were ready to fwear they faw the i411ages and churchas 
on fire, and a large army of Gaila on their mareh to 
Ibal^, at the fame time thstt there was not oiie Gallaan 
the Gojam fide of the river. Yafous, fiowever, either 
coafid^ring this fmall body of Galla coming at thb uo- 
leafbhable time, and the panic that was fo artificiaJijf 
^read, a feint to throw him off bis guard when a. real 
invafion might be intended, or with a view to cover his 
owD defigns, fummoned all the men /of the province of 
Gojam to meet him in arms at Ibaba, the 7th day of 
January, bdng the proper feafon for preparing an expo- 
dition into the country of the Galla. 

Yafous, for his firft wife, had married Ozoro Ma* 
iacotawit,' a lady of great family andxonuexiQns in the 
province of Gojam. By her he had a foo, Tecla Hai« 
manout, who was grown to manhood, and had httfaerto 
lived in the moft dutiful affedtioo aod fiibmiffictn to his 
father, who, on his part, ifeemed to place unlimited 
confidence in his fon. He now gave a proof of this, not 
very common in the annals of Abyffinia, by lea^ng 
Tecla Haimanout behind him, at an age when he was 
fit to reign, appointing him Betwudet, with ab&Itae 
power to govern in his abience. Ya(biis had a miftrels 
whom he tenderly loved, a woman of great quality like- 
wife^ whole name was Ozoro Kedufie. 

WhUe 
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While the king was wsichiog ^ motiooB tt the 
Gtlla, news were brought that Ozoro Kedufi^ had.beivi 
ttken ill of a ie?er; and though, upon this ioteiiigeiice^ 
lie diipofed his affairs (b as to return with all poffible ex* 
vedition, yet when he came to Bercante, the lady's houfe» 
■e found .that flie was not only dead, but had been for 
feme time buried. All his prelence of mind now kft 
iiifn ; he fell into the'moft violent tratafport of wild de- 
ftair ; and, ordering her tomb to be opened, he went 
4own into it, taking hii three fons along with him whom 
lie had by ber, aod htc^me 16 frantic at the fight of the 
corpfe, that it was with the utmoft difficulty he could be 
€i>roed again to leave the fepuleh re. He returned firft to 
Cfoftdar, then he retired to an ifland in lake Tzana» there 
t&nufum his loft miftrefs, 

l*he king, in the mean time, having finifihed his 
enouraing, diipatdied Bedjerund Ouftas -to his fon the 
Setwudet, at Gondar, ordering him forthwith to fend 
him a body of his houfehold troops to rendezvous on 
«he botnks of the lake» oppofite to the ifland Tchekh 
■Wunze, where he then had his refidence. It has been 
laid^ contrary to all truth, by thofe who have wrttten 
trtiVels into this country, that ions bom in marriage had 
Ae (ame preference in fuccefHon as they have in other 
•countries. But '^this is entirely without foundation ; 
Ibr, in the firft place^ there is no foch thing as a regelar 
fllarrfage in Abyffinia ; all confifts in mere confent of 
parties. But, allowing this to be regular, not only 
natural children, that is, thofe born in concubinage, 
where no marriage was in contemplation, and adulte- 
rous baftards, that is, the fons of unmarried women by 
married men,'iind all manner of fons whatever^ fucceed 
ciquklly as well to the crown as to private inheritance ; 
and itiere cannot be a more clear example of this than in 
the prdent king, who, although he had a fon, Tecla 
Hailttanout, born of the queen Malacotawit in wedlock, 
was yet fucceeded by three baftard brothers, all fons 
of Yafbus, born in adultery, that isi in the jitfe of the 
mieien. David and Hannes were fons of the king by his 
wrbttfiteOzbro Keduft^V Sdcuffa, by anodier lady of 
(juality. 

' Though 
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Though the <|ueefi Malacotawit faaid paflbd d?er 
with feeming indifierence the preference the king' had 
given his miftrefs, Ozoro Kedafie, during her lifetime^ 
yet, from a very unaccouiitable kind of jealouly,: flie 
could not forgive thofe violent tokens of affe^ion the 
king had.fhewn after her death, by going <lown with his 
fons and remaining with the body in the grave. Full of 
refentment for this, ihe had perfuaded her fon, Tecfe 
^ Haimanout, that Yafous had determined to deprive 
him of his fuccefiion^ to fend him and her, his mother, 
both to Wechnd, and place hU Kailard-brothery David, 
fon of Ozoro Kedufil, upon the throne. The queen 
had been very diligent in attaching to her the principal 
people about the court. By her own friends, and the 
afliuance of the difcontented^and baniihed monks, (he 
' had raifed a great army in Gojam under her brothers, 
Dermin and Paulus. Tecla Haimanout had fliewn great 
iigns of wifdom and talents for governing, and very 
much attached to himfelf fome of his fathers olde^ and 
ablefl lervants. It was, therefore, agreed, in return to 
Yafous's meffage by Ouftas, to anfwer; That, after fo 
Jong a reign, and fo much bloodshed, the king would do 
well to retire to fome convent fpr the reil of his life, and 
atone for the many great fms he had committed ; and 
that he ihould leave the kingdom in the hands of his Coa 
Tecla Haimanout, as the ancient king Caleb hadreiigned 
his crown into the hands of St. Pantaloon, in ^vour^of 
his fon^Guebra Mafcal. As it was not very fafe to de- 
liver fuch a mefikge to a king fuch as Yalous, it was 
therefore font to him by a common foot-foldier, who 
could not be an objed of refentment* 

The king received it at Tchekla Wunze, theifland 
in the lake Teana, where he was then refiding. He iw 
fwered with great fiiarpnefs by the fame meflenger, 
*< That he had beep long informed who thefe were Siat 
had feduced his fon, Tecla Haimanout, at once from his 
duty to him as his father, and his allegiance as his fove- 
reign ; but, though he did not hold them to be equal iq 
fandHty to St. Pantaleon, yet^ fuch a^ they were, he prp* 
pofed immediauly to meet at Qondar, and fettle thereLhis 
ion's corohatioa.'' 

A mef- 
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A meflage like this could not fail of being pcrfc6bly 
unJcrftood. Thofc of the court that were with Tecla 
Haimanout, and the inhabitants of the capital, met to- 
gether, and bound themfelves by a folemn oath to live 
and die with their king Tecla Haimanout. The fevcrity 
of Yafous was well known ; his provocation now was a 
juft one; and the meafure of vengeance that awaited 
them, every one concerned knew to be fuch that there 
was no alternative but death or vii^ory. Neither 
party were flack in preparations. Kafmati Honorius^ 
governor of Damot, a veteran officer and old fervant 
of Yafous, coUe<5led a large body of troops and marched 
them down the well fide of the lake. Yafous having 
there joined them, and putting himfclf at the head of 
his army, began his march, rounding the lake on its 
fouth fide towards Dingleber. 

Tecla Haimanout did not delay a moment after 
hearing his father was in motion, but marched with his 
array from Gondar, attended with all the enfigns of 
royalty. He encamped at Bartcho, in that very field 
where Za Deng h el was defeated and llain by his rebelli- 
ous fubjetS^s. Thinking this a poll ominous to kings, 
he refolved to wait for his father there, and give him 
battle. The king, in his march through the low 
country of Dembea, was attacked by a putrid fever, 
very compion in thofe parts, which fo increafed upon 
him that he was obliged to be carried back to TchekJa 
Wunze. This accident difcouraged his whole party. 
His army, with Honorius, took the road to Gojam, but 
did not difperfe, awaiting the i-ecovery of the king. 
But the queen, Malacotawit, no fooner heard that Ya- 
fous h^ hufband w^s (ick at Tchekla Wunze, than (lie 
fen* to her fon Tecla Haimanout to leave his unwhole- 
foniQ ftation, and march^back immediately topondar; 
and, as foon as he was returned, ftiedifpatched her two 
brot^.^r8, Dermin and Paulus, with a body of foldiera 
and two Mahometan mufqucteers, who entering the 
iiland Tchekla Wunze by furprife, fliot and diubled 
the king while fitting on a couch ; immediately after 
whic^, Dermin thru ft him through with a fvvord. 
They attempted afterwards to burn the btxl*, in order 
to avoid the ill-will the flght of it mml occaiion In 
Q this, 
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this, however, they were prevented by the priefls of 
the iiland and the neighbouring nobility, who took pof- 
feflion of the body, vvaftied it, and perfonned all the 
rites of fepulture, then carried it in. a kind of triumph, 
with every mark of magnificence due to the burial of a 
king, interring it in the fmall iflandof Mitraha, where 
lay the body of all his anceilors, and where Mr Bruce 
law the body of this king iUU entire. Nor did the prince 
his fon, Tecla Haimanout, now king, difcourage the 
people in the refpe6t they voluntarily paid to his fa- 
ther. On the contrary, that parricide himfelf fliewed 
every outward mark of duty, to the which inwardly 
his heart had been long a flranger. 
• Ppncet, who faw this king, gives this character of 
him : He fays he was a man very fond of war, but 
averfc to the lliedding of blood. However this may 
appear a contradidion, or faid for the fake of the anti- 
thelis, it really was the true charader of this 'prince, 
ivho, fond of war, and in the perpetual career of vic- 
tory, did, by pufliing his conquefts as far as they could 
go, inevitably occalion the Ipilling of much blood. 
Yet, when his army was not in the field, though he 
detedled a multitude of confpiracies among prieits and 
other people at home, whofe lives in confequence were 
■forfeited to the law, he very rarely, either from his 
own motives, or the perfuafion of others, could be in- 
duced to inflid capital punifliments though oftea 
ftron^ly provoked to it. 

TECLA HAIMANOUT I. 

FROM 1704 TO 1706. 

Elias the Armenian, who was charged with letters of 
prote<^tion from Yafous to meet the miffionary M. du 
lloule at Sennaar, where he had been murdered, had 
reached within three days journey of that capital, whei> 
he heard that king Yafous was affafiinated. Terrified 
at the news, he returned in the utmoft haile to Gondar, 
and prefented the letters, which had been written by 
Yafous, to be renewed by his fon, king Tecla Haima- 
nout. Tecla Haimanout read his father's letters, and 
approved of their contents, ordering them to be copied 
in his own aame; and Elias without delay fet out with 

them. 
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tlicm^ Mr. Bruce has here iiiferted a^tranflation of 
thefe letters, which were originally written in Arabic, 
and appear to Mr, Bruce to be of the few that are au- 
thentic, among thofe many which have been publiflicd 
as coming from Abyffinia. 

" The king Tecla Haimanout, fon of the king of the 
church of Ethiopia, king of a thoufand churches. On 
the part of the powerful auguil king, arbiter of nations^ 
fliadow of God upon earth, the guide of kings who pro- 
fefs tjbe religion of the Meffiah, the moft powerful ot* 
ChrilHan kings, he that maintains order between Ma* 
hometans and Chriftians, prote<Stor of the boundaries of 
Alexandria, obferver of the commandments of the gof- 
pcl, defcended of the line of the prophets David and 
Solomon,— may the blefling of Ifrael be upon our pro-, 
phet and upon them.-— To the king Baady, fon of 
the king Ounfa, may his reign be full of happinefs, be- 
ing a prince endowed with thefe rare qualities that de* 
ferve the highcft praifes as governing his kingdom with 
ditlinguillied wifdom, and by an order full of equity.— 
The king of France, who is aChriflian, wrote a letter 
feven or eight years ago, by which he fignilied to me, 
that he wi&ed to open a trade for the advantage of his 
fubjedls and of mine, which requeft we have granted. 
We come at prefent to underftand, that he has fent us 
prefents by a man whofe name is Du Roule, who has 
likewife feveral others along with him, and that thefe 
people have been arrefled at your town of Sennaar. 
We require of yoil, therefore, to fet them immediately 
at liberty, and to fufFer them to come to us with all the 
marks of honour, and that you iliould pay regard to the 
ancient friendfliip which has always fublifted between 
our predecelTors, iince the time of the king ofSeJgiJaind 
the ki^g of Kim^ to the prefent day. We alfo demand 
of you to fufFer all the fubjefts of the king of France to 
pafs, and all thofe that come with letters of his conful 
who is at Cairo, as all fuch Frenchmen come for trade 
only, being of the fame religion with us. We likewife- 
recommend to you, that you permit to pafs freely, all 
French Chriftians, Cophts, and Syrians who follow our 
rites, obferving our religion, and who intend coming 
into our country ; and that you do not fufter any of. 
thofe who are contrary to our religion to pafs, fuch as 

G 2 the • 
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the monk Jofcph, and his companions, whom you may 
keep at Sennaar, it being in no ihape our intention to 
fufFer them to come into our dominions, where they 
would occafion troubles, as being enemies to our faith. 
God grant you yourdefires." — Wrote the lOthofZul- 
•kadd. Anno 1 1 18, z. e, the 21ft of January 1706 

The direction is — ** To king Baady, fon of king 
Ounfa, may God favour him with his grace.'' 

Mr. Bruce remarks on this letter, that the Arabs, 
who fed their flocks near the frontiers of the two 
countries, were often plundered by the kings of Abyflinia 
•jnaking defcents into Atbara; but this was never reck- 
oned a violation of peace between the two fovcreigns. 
On the contrary, as the motive of the Arabs, for coming 
ibuth into the frontiers of Abyflinia, was to keep them- 
felvcs independent, and out of the reach of Sennaar, 
•when the king of Abyffinia fell upon them there, he was 
^inderdood.to do that monarch fervice, by driving them 
iloWn farther within his reach. The Baharnagalh has 
'been «ihvay s at war with them ; they are tributary to him 
,for eating his grafs and drinking his water, and nothing 
4;hat he ever does to them gives any trouble or inquie- 
vCude to Sennaar* It is interpreted as maintaining his 
ancient dominion over the Shepherds, thofc of Sennaar 
ibeing a new power, and accounted as ufurpers. 

f[ranJlaUon of .an Arabic Letter /rcw /^r jCing <>/■ Abyffi- 
)nia 40 M . d u Aloule . 

^ ThelSliflg Teda Haitnanout, fcing of the cftab- 
liflied church, fon of the king of a thoufand clurrches. 

" This letter cometh forth from the venerable, auc:uft 
king, who is the fliadow of God, guide of Chritliaii 
p.rinces that are in the world, the molt powerful of the 
Nazarean kings, obfervcr of the commandments of the 
gofpel, protestor of.the'confines of Alexandria, he that 
inaintaineth order between Mahometans and Chriftians, 
defccndcd from the family of the prophets David and 
Solomon, upon whom bcing'thabieffingsoflfracl, may 
God make his happinefs eterna^nd his power peii|)etu- 
al, and protei^his arms— So be it.— To his excellence 
the molt virtuous atid moil prudent man Du Roule, a 

French- 
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Freachman fent to us, may God preferve him, and 
make him arrive at a degree of eminence — So be it. — 
Elias, your interpreter, whom you fent before you, be- 
ing arnved here, has been well received. We have un- 
derilood that you are fent to us on the part of the king 
of France our brother, and are furprifcd that you have 
been detained at Sennaar. We fend to you at prefent a 
letter for king Baady, in order that he may fet you at 
liberty, and not do you any injury, nor to thofe that are 
with you, but ipay behave in a manner that is proper 
both for you and to us, according to the religion of 
Elias that you fent, who is a Syrian ; and all thofe that 
may come after you from the king of France our brother, 
or his conful at Cairo, (liall be well received, whether 
they be ambaifadors or private merchants, bec^iufe wc: 
love thofe that are of our religion. AVe receive with 
plcafure thofe who do not oppofe our laws^ and wc fend 
away thofe that do oppofe them. For this rcafun, wc 
did not receive immediately Jofcph with all his com- 
panions, not choofing that fuch fort of people fliould 
appear in our prefence, nor intending that they fliould 
pafs Sennaar, in order to avoid troubles which may oc- 
cafion the death of many ; but with refpe£i: to you^ 
have nothing to, fear, you may come in all fafety, and 
you fliall be received with honour." — Written the loth 
of the month Zulkadd> Anno 1118, /• e. the 2ifl of 
January of the year 1706. 

The addrcfg is — '* Let the prefent be delivered to M. 
** du Roule at the town of Sennaar.'* 

The unlucky meffeoger, Elias, was again about to 
enter Sennaar, when he received information that Du 
Roule was aiTaflinated. If he had fled haOily from thia 
inaufpicious place upon the murder of Yafous, his hafte 
was now tenfold, as he confidered himfelf engaged in 
the fame circumftances that hadinvolved M. du Roule's 
attendants in his misfortunes. The king, upon hearing 
the account given by Elias of the melancholy fate of the 
ambaflador at Sennaar, was foexafpe rated, that he gave 
immediate orders for recalling fuch of his troops as he 
had^ermitted to go to any confiderable diflance ; and, 
in a council held n>r that purpofe, he declared, that he 
confidered the death of M. du Roule as an affront that 
G 3 immc- 
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immediately aiFe«5led his crown and dignity. He was, 
therefore, determined not to pafs it over, but to make 
the king of Sennaar fenfible that he, as well as all the 
other kings upon earth, knewthenecelfity of obferving 
the law of nations, and the bad confequcnce of perpe- 
tual retaliations that mufl follow the violation of it. 
In the mean time, thinking that the bafiia of Cairo 
was the caufQ of this, he wrote the following letter to 
him. 

Tmfiflati^n of an Arabic ht tttr from the King ^y/^Abyf- 
finia to the Ballia tf«</ Divan >/" Cairo. 

*« To the Pacha, and Lords of the Militia of Cairo. 
On the part of the king of Abyffinia, the king Tecla 
Haimanout, fon of the king of the church of Abyffinia. 
On the part of th6 auguft king, the powerful arbiter of 
nations, fhadow of God upon earth, the guide of kings 
who profefs the religion of the Melfiah, the moft power- 
ful of all Chriflian "kings, he who maintains order be- 
tween Mahometans and ChriJlians, protestor of the con- 
fines of Alexandria, obferver of the commandments of 
the gofpel, heir from father to fon of a moft powerful 
kingdom, defcended of the family of David and Solo- 
mon,— may the blcfliHg of Ifrael be upon our prophet, 
and upon them! may his happinefsbe durable, and his 
greatn6fs iafling, and may his powerful army be always 
feared. — To the moft powerful lord, elevated by his 
dignity, venerable by his merits, diftinguiflied by his ■ 
ikrcngth and riches among all Mahometans, the refuge 
of all thofe that reverence him, who by his prudence go- 
verns and directs the armies of the noble empire, and 
commands his confines ; vidorious viceroy of Egypt, 
the four corners of which fliall be always refpeSed and 
defended : — fo be it. — And to all the diftinguiflied 
princes, judges, men of learning, and other officers 
whofe bufinefs it is to maintain order and good govern- 
ment, and to all commanders in general, may God pre- 
ferve them all in their dignities, in the noblenefs of their 
health. You are to know that our anceftors never Pbre 
any envy to other kings, nor did they ever occafion them 
any trouble, or ihew them any mark of hatred. On the 

contrary^ 
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cotitrarjr, they have^ upon all occafions, given them 
proofs of their friendQiips, affilUng them generoufly^ 
relieving them in their necelhties, as well in what con- 
cerns the caravan and pilgrims of Mecca in Arabia Fe- 
Kx, as in the Indies, in Perjia-^ and other diftant and 
out-of-the-way places, alfo by protedling ciiftinguiflied 
perfons in every urgent neccflity. Neverthelefs, the 
king of France our brother, who profefles our religioa 
_and oifrlaw, having been induced thereto, by fome ad- 
vances of friendfliip on our part fuch as are proper, fent 
ixx\ ambaflador to us ; 1 underftand that you caufcd hiiu 
to be arrcfted at Sennaar, and alfo another by name 
Murat, the Syrian, whom you did put in prifon alfo, 
though he was fent to that ambaflador on our.part, and 
by thus doing, you have violated the law of nations, 
as ambalFadors of kings ought to be at liberty to go 
wherever they will; and it is a general obligation to 
treat jhem with honour, and not to moleft or detain 
fhem, nor fliould they be fubjed to pay cufloms, or any 
fort of prefents. We could very foon repay you in 
kindy if we were inclined to revenge the infult you haver 
offered to the man Murat fent on our part ; the Nile 
■would be fufficient to puniili you, fince God hath put 
into our power his fountain, his outlet, and his increafc, 
and that we can difpofe of the fame to do you harm ; 
for the prefent we demand of, and exhort you to de6ft 
from any future vexations towards our envoys, and not 
diilurb us by detaining thofe who fliall be fent towards 
you, but you ihall let them pafs and continue their route 
without delay, coming and goijig wherever they wilL 
freely for their own advantage, whether they are our 
fubje^Sls or Frenchmen, and whatever you fliall do to or 
for them,. we fhall regard as done to or forourfelves.'* 

'I he addrefs is—'* To the bafha, princes, and lords 
governing the. town of great Cairo, may God favo\\'r 
them with his goodncfs." 

There are fome things very remarkable in this letter. 
The king of Abyflinia values himfelf, and his predecef- 
fors, upon never having molciied or troubled any of his 
neighbours who were kings,, nor bore any envy to- 
wards them. We are not then to believe what we fee 
. often in hiftory, than there was frequent war between 
G4. Sennaar 
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Sennaar attd Abyffinia, or that Scnnaar was tributary to 
Abyflinia. That T. ripe of country, inhabited by the 
Shangalla, would, in this cafe, have been'firft conquer- 
ed. But it is more probable, that the great difference 
of climate, which immediately takes place between the 
two kingdoms, the great want of water on the frontiers, 
barriers placed there by the hand of Nature, have been 
the means of keeping thefe kingdoms from having any 
mutual concerns; ; and fo, indeed, we may guefs by the 
vuter filence of the books, which never mention, any 
war at Sennaar till the beginning of the reign of Soci* 
nios. 

'I'he next thing remarkable is his prote6tionof the pil- 
grims who go to Mecca, and the merchants that go to 
India. Several caravans of both fct out yearly from his 
kingdom, all Mahometans, fome of whom go to Mecca 
for religion, the others to India, by Mocha, to trade. 

The king, after having conquered all his enemies^ 
was perfuadcd by fome of his favouritcg, firft.todif- 
mifs Dermin, his general, and his army,, then all the 
troops that had joined him, and go with a few of his 
attendants, or court, to hunt the buffalo in the neigh- 
bouring country, Idi; which council the young prince 
too ralhly adopted, fufpe(Sting no treafon. 

During the hunting-match, a confpiracy was formed 
by Gueber Mo, his two brothers, Palambaras, Hannes, 
and feveral others, old officers belonging to the latp 
king Yafous, who faw that he intended, one by one, tp 
weed them out of the way as foon as.fafely he could* 
and that the whole power and favour was at lad to fall 
into the hands of the Itcghc, and her brother^ Dermia 
and.Paulus. Accordingly oqe morning,the confpirators 
having furrounded him while tiding, one of tbem thruit 
him through the body with a fword, and threw him 
from his mule upon the earth. They then laid his body 
upon a horfe, alid, with all pofHble expedition, carried 
him to.the houfe of Azeaa Michael, where he arrived 
yet alive, but died immediately upon being taken from 
the horfe. Badjerund Oufias, and fome others of his 
father's old officers, who had attached themfelves to 
him after his father's death, took the body of th^^ king 
and buried it in Quebran. 

This 
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. This aiTaiSnation was no fooner known, than the 
mafter of the horfe, with the few troops that he could 
gather together, Came to the palace, and took a young 
fon of Tecla Haimanout, aged only four years, whomhc 
proclaimed king, and the Iteghc, Malacotawit, regent 
of the kingdom. But Badjerund OulUs, and thofe 
who had not been 'concerned in the murder of either 
king, went flraight to the mountain of Wechne, and 
brought thence Tifilis, that is Theophilus, fon to Han- 
nes, and brother to the late king Yafous, whom they 
crowned at £mfras, and called him, by his inaugura« 
tion name^ Atferar Segued. 

TIFILIS. 

FROM 1706 TO 1709. 

The new king, Theophilus, a few days after his co- 
ronation, having called the whole court and clergy to- 
gether, declared to them, tha^ his faith upon the dif- 
putable point concerning our Saviour's incarnatioif waa 
different from that of his brother Yafous, .or that of 
his nephew Tecla Haimanout, but in every refpe(5t 
conformable to that of the monks of Gojam, tollowera 
of Abba Euftathius, and that of the Iteghd, Malaco- 
tawit,. Dermio, and Paulus. A violent clamour waa 
inftantly raifed againft the king by the priells of Debra 
Libanos, as having forfaken the religious principles of 
his predecefTors. But the king was inflexible ; and 
this ingratiated him more with the inhabitants of Go- 
jam, Not many days after, the king arrelled the mafter 
of thehorfe, Johannes Palambaras, the Betwudet Tigi, 
and fcveral others, all fuppofed tp be concerned in the 
mUrder of the lateJcing, and confined them in feveral • 
places and prifons. 

This conduft of the king entirely relieved the minds 
of all the friends of Tecla Haimanout from any further 
fearof being called to account forthemurder of Yafous; 
and, in confequence of this, the queen Malacotawit 
with her brothers Dermin and Paulus, and all the mur- 
derers of the late king Yafous, came to Gondar that 
fame winter to do homage to Theophilus, whom they 
now.thought theirgrcateil protestor. But the wife a nd 
G 5 _ faga- - 



Digitized 



by Google 



1^ 



130 SHAWs ABRIDGEMENT OF 

fagacious king had kept his fecrct in his own bo{bro. 
All his behaviour hitherto had been only diffimulation, 
to induce his brother's murderers to come within hi« 
power. And no fooner did he fee that he had fuccceded 
in this, than the verj firft day, while they were yet at: 
audience, he ordered an officer, in his own prefence, 
to arreft firft the queen, and then her two brothers 
Dermin and Paul us. He gave the fame dircdions con- 
cerning the reft of the confpirators, who were all feat- 
tered about Gondar, eating, drinking^ and fearing no^ 
thing, but rejoicing at the happy days they had pro* 
mifed themfelves, and were now to fee : he ordered the 
whole of them, amounting to 37 perfons, many of thefe 
of the firft rank, to be all executedthat fame forenoon. 

The. firft executed was the queen, who was taken im- 
mediately from his prefence and hanged by the common 
hangman on the tree before the palace gate : the firft of 
her rank, it is believed, that ever died fo vile a death, 
either in Abyftinia or any other country. Dermin and 
Paulus were firft carried to the tree to fee their fifter's 
execution; after which, one after the other, they were 
thruft through with fwords, the weapon with which 
they had wounded the late king Yafous. But the two 
Mahometans were fliot with mu&ets, it having been 
in that manner they had ended the late king's life, 
after Dermin had wounded him with a fword. As 
they had committed high treafon, none of the bodies 
of thefe traitors were allowed to be buried ; they were 
hewn in fmall pieces with knives, and ftrewed about 
the ftreets, to be eaten by the hyaenas and dogs : a moft 
barbarous and offenfive cuftom, to which they ftridly 
adhere' to this very day. 

Theophilus, after having thus taken ample vengeance 
for the murder of his brother Yafous, did not ftop here, 
Tecla Haimanout was, it is true, a parricide, but he 
was likewife a king, and his nephew ; nor did it feem 
juft to Theophilus that it ihould be left in the will of 
private fubjedts, after having acknowledged Tecla 
Haimanout as'^their fovereign, to choofe a time after- 
wards; in which they were to cut him off for a crime, 
which, however great, had not hindered them from- 
fwearing allegiance to him at his acceffion, and enter- 
ing i;ito his fervice at the time v/hen it was recently^ 

3i corn- 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



mm^m^mm^^mmmmmmmmmifgUfm^mmB 



SRUCEV travel's: »3t 

committed. He, therefore, ordered all tke regicides 
in cuftody to be put to death ; and fent circular letters 
to the feveral governors, that they ftiould oblciTC the 
fame rule as to ail thofe diret5tly concerned in the mur- 
der of his nephew Tecla Haimanout, who -iliould be • 
found in places under their command. 

O U S T A S. 

From 1709 to 1714. 

The Abyffinians, from a very antient tradition, at-- 
tribute the foundation of their monarchy to M enilek, - 
fon of Solomon, by the queen of Saba, or Azab, ren»' 
dered in the Vulgate, the Queen of the South. 

Yafous the' Great, after a long and glorious reign,- 
had been murdered by his fon Tecla Haimanout. Two 
years after, this parricide fell in the fame manner. 
The alTaffination of two princes, fo nearly related, and '• 
in fo iliort a time, had involved, from different mo- ■ 
tives, the greateft part of the noble families of the 
kingdom, either in the crime itfclf, or in the fufpicioa ' 
of aiding and abetting it. 

Tifilis, or Theophilus, brother of Yafou a, upon the' 
death of Tecla Haimanout, had been brought from the 
mountain, and placed on the throne as fucceflbr to hi» 
nephew; this prince was fcarcely crowned when he 
made fome very fevere examples of the murderers of his 
brother, and he feemed privately taking informations 
that would have reached the whole of them, had- not 
death put an end to his enquiries and to his juftice. 

Thefamily of king Yafous was ytry numerous on the 
mountain. It was the favourite llore whence both the*' 
foldiery and the citizens chofe to bring their princes, - 
There were, at that very inflant, many of his fons 
princes of great hopes and proper ages. Nothing then - 
was more probable than that the prince, now to fuc«- 
ceed, would be of that family, and, asfuch, interefled * 
in purfuing the fame meafures of vengeance on the 
murderers of his father and of his brother as the late 
king Thcophilus had done ; and how far, or. to whom • 
this might extend, was neither certain nor fafe to • 
truft to. 

G $ . Tho' 
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The time was now pail when the nobles Tied with, 
each other, who fliould be the firft to ileal away pri- 
vately, orgo with open force, to take the new king from 
the mountain, and bring him to Gondar, his capital. 

Under all thefe circum fiances^ a fubjcft had the am- 
bition and boldnefs to offer himfelf for king, and he 
was accordingly elected. This was Ouflas, fon of Dclba 
Yafous, by a daughter of the late king of that name ; 
and AbyiCnia now faw, for the fecond time, a ftranger 
feated on the throne of Solomon. Ouftas was a man of 
undifpiited merit, and had filled the greateit offices in 
the flate. He had been Badjerund, or mailer of the 
houfehold, to the late king Yafous. Tecla Haimanout, 
who fucceeded, had made him governor of Samen ; and 
though, in the next reign, he had fallen into difgrace 
with Theophilus, this ferved but to aggrandize him 
more, as he was very foon after reftored to favour, and 
by this veiy prince raifed to the diojnity of Ras, the firil 
place under the king, and inveued at once with the 
government of two provinces, Samen and Tigrc. He 
was, at the death of Theophilus,. the greateft fubjei5l in 
Abyffinia ; one flep higher fet him on the throne, and 
the circumftances of the time invited him to take it. 
He had every quality of body and mind requiiite for a 
king ; but the conflitution of his country had made it 
unlawful for him to rei^n. He took upon his inaugu- 
ration the name of Tzai Segued. 

The new king Ouftas followed the cufloms.of the 
ancient monarch s of Abyflinia, whofe con d ant pra6lice 
was to make a public hunting match the firfl expedition 
of their reign. On thefe occafions the king, attended 
by all the great officers of Alate, whofe merit and capa- 
city are already acknowledged, reviews his young no- 
bility, who all appear to the beil advantage as to arms, 
faorfes, and equipage, wiih the greateft number of fer- 
vants and attendants. The fcene of this hunting is 
always in Kolla, crowded with animmenfe number of 
the largcft and fxerceil wild beafls, elephants, rhinoce- 
rofes, lions, leopards, panthers, aird buffaloes fiercer 
than them all, wild boarb, wild afles, and many varieties 
of die deer kind. 
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- As fbon as tbe game is roufedi and forced out of the 
wood by the footmen and dogs, they all fingly, or few 
veral together, according to the iize of the beall, or as 
flrength and ability in managing their horfes admir^ . 
attack the animal upon th<i plain with long fpikes or 
fpears, or two javelins in their hands. The king, un« 
lefs very young, fits on horfe-back on a rifing ground, 
furrounded by the graver fort, who point out to him 
the names of thofe of the nobility that are happy, 
enough to diflinguifh themfelves in his fight. £aca 
young msm brings before the king's tent, as a trophy^ 
a part of the beall he has flain ; the head and the ikin 
of a lion or leopard, the fcalp or horns of a deer, the 
tail of a buifalo, or the horn of ji rhinoceros. The 
great trouble, force, and time neccfiary to take out the 
teeth of the elephant, feldom make them ready to be 
prefented with the reft of the fpoils. The head of a 
Doar is brought fiuck upon a lance ; but is not touch- 
ed, as being unclean. 

The king's perquifites are the elephant's teeth. Of 
thefe round ivory rings are turned for bracelets, and a 
quantity of them always brought by him to be dillri- 
buted among the mod deferving in the field,. and kept 
ever after as certificates of gallant behaviour. Nor is 
this mark attended with hoiiour alone. Any man.who 
fliall from the kin^, queen-regent, or governor of a 
province, receive lo many of thefe rings as fiiall cover 
his arm down to his wriil, appears before the twelve 
judges on a certain day, and there, laying down his 
arm with thefe rings upon it, the king's cook breaks 
every one in its turn with a kind of kitchen-cleaver, 
whereupon the judges give him a certificate, which 
proves that he is entitled to a territory, whofe revenue 
muil exceed 20 ounces of gold, and this is never either 
refufed or delayed. All the different fpecies of game, 
however, are not equally rated. He that flays a 
Galla, or Shangalla^ man to man, is entitled to two 
rings ; he that Hays an elephant, to two f a rhinoce*- 
los, two ; a giraffa, on account of its fpeed,. and to en^ 
courage horfemanftiip, two ; a buffalo, two ; a, libn^ 
tivo ; a leopard, one ; two boars, whofe tufks arc 
grown, one j and one fpr every four of the deer kind.. 

About 
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About the killing of thefc beafts great difpwtes con-- 
ftantly anfe ; to determine which, and prevent feuds and 
quarrels, a^ council fits every evemng, in which is an 
officer called Dimjhajba^ or Red Capy from a piece of 
red filk be wears upon his forehead, leaving the top of 
his head bare, for no perfonis aUowed to cover his head 
entirely except the king, the. twelve judge* and digni- 
fied priefls. This officer regulates the precedence of 
one nobleman over another, and is poflTelied of the hif-- 
tory of all pedigrees, the nobleft of vvhicb are^ always^^ 
accounted thofe neareft to the king reigning. 

Before the council, every man pjleads his own caufcy^ 
and receives immediate fenteiice. It is a fettled rule, » 
that thofe who Itrikcthe animal firft, if the-lancc remain - 
upright, or in the fame direftion in which it enters the 
beaft, are underftood to be the flayers of the bealt, what-- 
ever number combat with him afterwards. There is 
one exception, however, that if the beaft, after rccciv-^ 
ing the firft wound, though the lance is in him, (hould- 
lay hold of a horfe or man, fo that it is evident he 
would prevail againfl them ; a buffalo, for example, . 
that Ihould tofs a man with his horns, or an elephant' 
that (liould take g horfe with his trunk, the man who 
fhall then'flay the beaft, and prevent or revenge the 
death of the man or horfe attacked, fliall be accounted * 
the flayer of the beaft, and entitled to the prenrium. 
This was the ancient epiployment of thefe councils*. 
In Mr. Bruce's time they kept up this cuftom in point 
of form ; the council fat late upon moft ferious affairs 
of the nation ; and the death, banifliment, and degra- • 
dation of the firft men in the kingdom were agitated- 
and determined here, under the pretence of fitting to 
judge the prizes of paftimes. This hunting is feldom ' 
prolonged beyond a fortnight. 

From ocular infpe6(ion, the king is prefumed to be 
able to choofe among the young nobility thofe that are 
ready fcr taking the neceflary charges in the army ; and 
it is from his judgment in this, that the priefts forctel ' 
whether his reign is to be a fuccefsful one, or to-end in 
misfortune and difappointment. 

The high country of Abyffinia is dcflitute of wood; 

the whole lower part of th€ mountains is fown with dif^ 
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fcrent forts of grain ; the upper part perfectly covered 
with grafs and all forte of verdure. There arc no 
plains,, or very fmall ones. Such a country, there- 
fore, is unfit for hunting, as it is incapable of cither 
fheltering or nourifliing any number of wild beafts. 
The lower country, however, called Kolla, is full of 
wood, confequently thinly inhabited. The mountains, 
not joined in chains or ridges, run in one upon the 
other, but, Handing each upon its particular bafe, are 
acceffible all round, and interfperfed with plains* 
Oreat rivers falling from the high country with prodi- 
gious violence, during the tropical rains, have in th« 
plains waflied away the foil down to the folid rocky 
and formed large bafons of .great cap»icity, where, 
though the water becomes Aagnant in pools when the 
currents fail vabove, yet, from their great depth antil 
quantity, they refill being confumed by evaporation, 
being alfo thick covered with large Ihady trees whofe 
leaves never fall- Thefe large trees, which, in their 
growth, and vegetation of their branches, exceed any 
thing that our imagination can figure, are asneceffary 
for food, as the pools of water are for ciftcrns to con- 
tain drink for thofe monflrous beafts, fuch as the ele- 
phant and rhinoceros, who there make their conftant 
rcfidence, and who would die with hunger and with 
thirft, unlefs they were thus copioufly fupplied both 
with food and water. 

Flat as the defcrts are on which this country bor- 
ders, it has fat black earth for its foil. Many nations 
of perfe»5l blacks inhabit the low country, all Pagans, 
and mortal enemies to the Abyflinian government. 
Hunting thefe miferable wretches is the next expedition 
undertaken by a new king. The feafon of this is juft 
before the rains, while the poor fa v age is yet lodged 
under the trees preparing his food for the approaching 
winter, before he retires into his caves in the mountain, 
where he pafTes that inclement feafon in conllant con- 
finement, but as conftant fecurity ; for thefe nations arc 
all Troglodytes, and by the Abyilinians are called 
Shangalla. 

Whatever pains Ouftas took to attach himfelf to the 
nobility, a dangerous confpiracy was already forming 
at Gondar by thofe very people who had perfuadcd him 
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to mount the throne, and whom he had left at home, 
from a perfuafion that they only were to be trufted 
with the fupport of his interefl and the government in 
his abfence. Upon the firfi: intelligence, the king, with 
a chofen body of troops, entered Gondar in the night, 
and furprifed the confpirators while aiSt^ually fitting in 
council. Ras Hezekias, his prime minifter, and Hera- 
clides, mafter of his houfehold, and five others of the 
principal confederates, loft their ears and nofes, and 
were thrown into priibn in fuch circumftances that 
they could not live. Benaia Bafile, one of the prin- 
cipal traitors, and the moft obnoxious to the king, ef- 
caped for a time, having had already intelligence of 
Ouftas's comuig* 

The king having quieted everv thing at Gondar, be- 
ing at peace with all his neighoours, and having no 
other way to amufe his troops and keep them employed, 
fet ou^ to join the remainder of his young nobility 
whom he had left in the KoUa to attack the Shangalla, 
who were formerly a very numerous people, divided 
into diilind tribes, or, as it is called, different nations, 
living each feparately in diftindt territories, each un- 
der the government of the chief of its own name, and 
each family of that name under the jurifdidion of its 
own chief, or head. 

Thefe Shangalla, during the fair half of the year, live 
under the fliade of trees, the loweft branches of which 
they cut near theftcm on the upper part, and then bend, 
or break them down, planting the ends of the branches 
in the earth. Thefe branches they cover with the fkins 
of wild "beafts. After this they cut away all the fmall 
or fuperfluous branches in the infide, and fo form a 
fpacious pavilion, which at a diftance appears like a 
tent, the tree ferving for the pole in the middle of it, 
and the large top overfliadowing it fo as to make a very 
pi6turefque appearance. Every tree then is a houfe, 
under which live a multitude of black inhabitants un- 
til the tropical rains begin. It is then they hunt the 
elephant, which they kill by many various devices, aa 
they do the rhinoceros and the other large. creatures. 
Thofe who refide where water abounds, with the fame 
induftry kill the hippopotami, or river-horfes, which 
are exceedingly numerous in.the pools, of the ftagnant 
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rivers. Where this flat belt, or country is broadef^, the 
treesLthickeft, and the water in thelargeft pools, there 
the moft powerful nations live, who have often defeated 
the royal army of Abyffinia, and conftantly laid wafle, 
and fometiines nearly conquered, the provinces of Ti- 
gre and Sire, the inofl warlike and moil populous part 
in Abyffinia. 

Mr, Bruccy before he gives over the account of the 
' Shangalla, delivers them again out of their caves, bc- 
caufc this return includes the hiftory of an operation 
never heard of perhaps in Europe. No fooner does the 
fun pafs the zenith, going fouthward, than the rains 
inilantly ceafe ; and the thick canopy of clouds, which 
had obfcured the Iky during their continuance, being 
removed, the fun appears in a beautiful iky of pale 
blue, dappled with imallthin clouds, which foon after 
difappear, and leave the heavens of a moft beautiful 
azure. A very few days of the intenfe heat then dries 
the ground fo perfe^ly, that it gapes in chafms ; the 
grais, ilruck at the roots by the rays, fupports itfelf no 
more, but droops and becomes parched. To clear this 
away, the Shangalla fet fire to it, which runs with in- 
credible violence the whole breadth of Africa, pafling 
under the trees, and following the dry grafs among the 
branches with fu«h velocity as not to hurt the trees^ 
but to occafion every leaf to fall. 

A proper diilance is preferved between each habita- 
tion, and round the principal watering-places ; and here 
the Shangalla again fix their tents in the manner before 
defcribed. Nothing can be more beautiful than thefe 
iliady habitations ; but they have this fata) efie£t, that 
they are difcernable from the hi^h grounds, and guide 
their enemies to the places inhabited. The country now 
cleared, the hunting begins, and, with the hunting, the 
danger of the Shangalla. AH the governors bordering 
upon the country, from the Baharnagaih to the Nile on 
the weil, are obliged to pay a certain number of ilaves. 

The Snangalla go all naked ; they have feveral wives, 
and thefe very prolific. They bring forth children with 
the utmofi eafe, and never reil or confine themfeive$ 
after delivery, but wailiing themfelves and the child 
with cold water, they wrap it up in a foft cloth made of 
the bark of trees, and hang it upon a branch, that the 
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large ants, with which they are infefted, and the fer» 
pents, may not devour it. After a fevT days, when it 
has gathered ftrength, the mother carries it in the fame 
cloth upon her bade, and gives it fuck with the breaft^ 
which fhe throws over her fliouldcr, this part being of 
fuch a length as, in fome, to reach almofl to their knce-s. 

from the conilant interruptions Ouftas had met with 
in all his hunting-matches, the divining monks had pro- 
fhefied his reign was to be fhort, and attended with 
much bloodflied j nor were they for once diflant from. 
^he truth ; for^ in the month of January 1 714, while he- 
was overlooking the workmen building the church of 
Abba Antonius, at Gondar, he was taken fuddenly ill^ 
and, fufpe6lingfome unwholeforoenefs or imtchcrafi ia- 
his palace, he ordered his tent to be pitched without the 
fOwn till the apartments (hould be fmoaked with gun* 
powder. But this was done fo carelefsly by his fer- 
vants, that his houfe was burnt to the ground, which 
was looked upon as a very bad omen, and made a great 
imprellion upon the minds of the people. 

It was generally underllood that the king was danger- 
oully ill, and that his complaint was every day increaf- 
ing. Upon this the principal officers went, according- 
to the ufualcuftom, to condole with and comfort him. 
This was at leaft what they pretended. Their true er- 
rand, however, was pretty well known to be an endea* 
vour to afcertarn whether the ficknefs was of a kind 
likely to continue, ti-11 meafures could be adopted with 
a degree of certainty to take the reins of government- 
out of his hand. The king eafily divined the reafon of 
their coming. Having had a good night, he ufed the 
flrength he had thereby acquired to roufe himfelf for a^ 
moment, to put on the appearance of health, and (hew 
himfelf, as ufual, engaged in his ordinary difpatch of. 
bufinefs. The feeiping good countenance of the king; 
made their condoleijce premature. Some-excufe, how- 
ever, for fo formal a viiit, was neceffary; but every 
apology was not fafe. They adopted this, which they, 
thought unexceptionable, that hearing he was lick, 
which they happily found he was not, they came to 
propofe to h'im a thing equally proper whether he was- 
iick or well ; that he would, in time, fettle the faccef- 
fion upon his fon Fafil, then in the mountain of Wechne, 
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as a means of quieting the minds of his friends, pre^ 
venting- bloodlhed, and fecuring the crown to his fiimi- 
ly. Ouftas did the utmoft to command himfelf upon 
this occalion, and to give them an anfwer fuch as fuited 
a man in health who hoped to live many years. But 
it was now too late to play fuch a part ; and, in fpite 
of his utmoft diflimulation, evident ligns of decay ap- 
peared upon him. 

On the loth day of February, Ouftas died, but whe- 
ther of a. violent or natural death is not known. Pof- 
terity, regarding his merit more than his title, have 
however kept his name ftill among the lift of kings ; 
and tradition, doing him more juftice ftill than hiftory, 
has ranked him among the bcft that ever reigned ia 
Abyffinia. 

D A V I D IV. 

From 1714 to 1719. 

DAVID, immediately upon his acceffion, appointed 
Fit-Auraris Agnd, Oatoro Kedufte's brother, his Bet» 
wudet, and A bra Hezekias his mafter of the houfehold^ 
and was proceeding to fill up the inferior pofts of go- 
vernment, when he was interrupted by the clamours of 
a multitude of monks demanding a convocation of the 
clergy. David was a rigid adherent to the church of 
Alexandiria, and educated by his mother in the tenets 
of the monks of Saint Euftathius, that is, the moft de- 
clared eueraies of every thing approaching to the tenet* 
of the church of Rome. He was confecjuently, not by 
inclination, neither was he by duty, obliged to under- 
take the defence of meafures adopted by Ouftas, of 
which he was befides ignorant, having been confined 
in the mountain of Wechne. He ordered, therefore, 
the miftionaries, and their interpreter, whofenamc was 
Abba Gregorius, to be apprehended. Thefe unfor- 
tunate people were accordingly produced before the 
moft prejudiced and partial of all tribunals. The trial 
neither was, nor intended to be long. The firft quef- 
tion put was a very dired one ; " Do you, or do you 
not, receive the council of Chalcedon as a rule of 
faith ? and, Do you believe that Leo the pope lawfully, 
and regularly prefided at it, and conducted it ?" To 
• thia 
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tliis theprifoners plainly an fwered, ** That they looked 
Vpoa the council of Chalcedon as the fourth gen<^ral 
council, and received it as fuch, and as a rule of faith : 
that they did believe pope Leo lawfully and regularly 
prefided at it, as being head of the Catholic church, 
fucceflbr to St. Peter, andChrill*s vicar upon earth." 
Vpon this a general lliout was heard from the whole 
affembly ; and the fatal cry, ** Stone them.— -Who- 
. <;ver throws not three itones, he is accurfed, and an 
enemy to Mary," immediately followed. 

One prieftonly, diilinguiftied for piety and learning 
among his countrymen, and one of the chief men in the 
affembly, with great vehemence declared, they were 
tried partially and unfairly, and condemned unjuftly. 
But his voice was not heard amidft the clamours of 
fuch a multitude ; and the monks were accordingly by 
the judges condemned to die. Ropes were inuantly 
thrown about their necks, and they were dragged to a 
place behind the church Abbo, in their way to Tedda, 
where they were, according to their fentence, floncd to 
death, fuffering with a patience and refignation equal 
to the firft martyrs. 

Confpiracics againft the king, owing to his having 
maiTacredmany monks, were every where openly talked 
of^ the fruits of which foon appeared, David fell lick, 
and thofe about him endeavoured to perfuade him, that 
it was the remains of an injury which he had lately re- 
ceived from a fall off his horfe. But, upon the meet- 
ing of a council, on the 9th of March, 1719, it was 
difcovered and proved, that Kafmati Late and Ras 
Georgis had employed Kutcho, keeper of the palace, 
to give a flrong poifon to the king, which he had taken 
that morning from the hands of a Mahometan. Raa 
Georgis was then brought before the council, aiid 
fcarcely denied the faA j upon which his only fon was 
ordered'to be hewn to pieces before his face, and im- 
mediately after the father's eyes were pulled out. 
Kutcho, keeper of the palace, and the Mahometan who 
gave the poifon, were hewn to pieces with fwords be- 
fore the gate of the palace, and their mangled bodies 
thrown to the dogs. The king died that evening in 
great agony. 

BACUFFA. 
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B A C U F F A. 
From 1719 to 1719. 

B ACUFFA, who now fucceeded to the throne, wai 
exceedingly fond of divinations^ dreams, and prophe- 
cies, fo are all the Abyflinians ; but he imbibed an "ad* 
ditional propenfity to thefe among the Pagans to whom 
he had fled. One day, when walking alone, he per- 
ceived a pried exceedingly attentive in obfcrving the 
forms that little pieces of llravv, cut to certain lengths, 
made upon a pool of water into which ran a fmall 
flream. From the combination of thefe in letters, or 
figures, as ^hey chanced to fall, an anfwer is procured 
to the doubt propofed, which, if you believe thefe 
idlers, is perfedly infallible. 

The new king in difguifc, drefled like a poor man, 
is faid to have aiked the prieft after what he was ivfi 
quiring. The prieil anfwered, He was trying whether 
the king would have a fon, and who fliould govern the 
4tingdom after him, I'he king abode the inveftigation 
patiently ; and the anfwer was, That he Ihould have a 
fon ; but that a VV'elleta Georgis fliould govern the 
kingdom after him for thirty years, though that VVcl- 
leta Georgis fliould be neither his fon nor any defcen- 
(Jant of his. Full of thought at this untoward predic** 
tion, he harboured it in his brealt without communi- 
cating it to any one, and refolved to blaft the hopes of 
every Wellera Georgis that fliould be fo unfortunate as 
to Hand within the pollibilitv of reigning after him. 
Many imiocetu people of different parts difappeared 
from this unknown crime ; and eleven princes on the 
mountain of" Wechne, fome fay more, loft their lives for 
a name that is very common ni Abyifinia, \vithout one 
ovent act of treafon, or even a fufpicion of wUat they 
were accufed. A piinic now ilruck ail ranks of people^ 
without terminating in any fcheme of refiilance ; which 
fulUciently fhewed that the king had fucceeded in d\f- 
foiving all confederacies among his fubjedts, and de* 
ftroying radically that rebellious fpirit which had ope^s 
rated fo fatally in the laft reigns.- 

Among the kings of Abylfmia it is a cuftom, efpecin 
ally in intervals of peace, to difappear for a time, with- 
out 



. Digitized by CjOOQ IC 



14* SHAW'S ABRIDGEMENT OF 

out any warning. Sometimes, indeed, one or two con- 
fidential fervants, pretending to be bufied in other af- 
fairs, attend at a diltance, and keep their eye upon him, 
while, difguifed in different manners, he goes like a 
iftrangcr to thofe parts he intends to vifit. In one of 
thefe private journeys, paffinginto Kuara, a province 
on the N. E. of Abyffinia, near the confines of Sen- 
naar, BucafFa happened, or counterfeited, to be feized 
by a fever, a common difcafe of that unwholefomt 
country. He was then in a poor village belonging to 
fervants of a man of diflindtion, whofe houfe was on 
the top of the hill immediately above, in temperate and 
wholefome air. The hofpitable landlord, upon th« 
firft hearing of the diftrefs of a flranger, immediately 
removed him up to his houfe, where every attention 
that could be fuggefted by a charitable mind wa3, he- 
flowed upon his difeafed guefl, who prefently reco- 
vered his former fJ^ate of health, but not till the kind 
alfiftance and unwearied diligence of the beautiful 
daughter of the houfe had made a deep impreflion upon 
him, and laid him under the greatcft obligations. 

The family confilled of iive young men in the flowef 
of their youth, and one daughter, whofe name was Ber- 
ban Magafs, the Glory of Grace ^ exceedingly beautiful, 
gentle, mild, and affable : of great underftanding and 
prudence beyond her age ; the darling, not only of her 
own family, but of all the neighbourhood. Bacuffa re- 
covering his health, returned fpeedily to the palace, 
which he entered privately at night, and appeared 
early next morning fitting in judgement, and hearing 
caufes, which with thefe princes, is the firft public oc- 
cupation of the day. 

A mefTenger, with guards and attendants, was imme- 
diately fent to Kuara, and Berhan Magafs hurried from 
her father's houfe, fhe knew not why ; but her furprife 
was carried to the utmofl, by being prefented and mar- 
ried to the king, no reply, no condition, or ftipulation 
being fuffered. She g^ned, however, and prelerved his 
confidence as long as he lived : not that Bacuffa 
Talucd himfelf upon conftancy to one wife, more than 
the reft of his predecefTors had done. He had, indeed, 
many miArefTes, but with thefe heobferved a very Angu- 
lar 
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iar rule ; be ftever took to his bed any one woman what- 
ever, the fair Berhan Magafs excepted, without her 
having been firft fo far intoxicated with wine orfpi^its 
as not to renieitiber any thing thatpaiTedinconverfation. 

After he had created his wife Iteghe, Bacufta pre- 
tended to be lick ; feveral days pafled without hopes of 
recovery ; but at lall the news of the king's death were 
pabliftied in Gondar. The joy was fo great, and fo 
univerfal, that nobody attempted to conceal it. Every, 
one found himfelf eafed of a load of fear which had, 
become infupportable. Several princes efcaped from 
the mountain of Wechne to put themfelves in the way 
of being chofen ; fome were fent to by thofe great me a 
who thought themfelves capable of efFeding the nomi- 
nation, and a fpeedy day was appointed for the burial 
of the king's corpfe, when BacufFa appeared, in the or- 
dinary feat of juftice, early in the morning of that day, 
with the Iteghd, and the infant Yafous, his fon, fitting; 
in a chair below him. There was no occafion to ac- 
cufe the guilty. The whole court, and all flrangers 
attending there upon buiincfs, fled, and fpread an uni- 
verfal terror through the whole llreets of Gondar. All 
ranks of people were driven to defpair, for all had re- 
joiced, and much lefs crimes had been before punifhed 
with denth. What this fedition would have ended in, it 
is hard to know, had it not been for the immediate refo- 
lution of the king, who ordered a general pardon and 
amnefly to be proclaimed at the door of the palace. 

Two kettle-drums of a large fize are con ftantly placed 
one on each fide of the outer gate of the king's houfe. 
They are called the lion and the lamh. The lion is beat 
at the proclamations which regard war, attainders for 
confpiracies and rebellions, promotions to fupreme 
commands, and fuchlike high matters. The lamb is 
heard only on beneficent, pacific occafions, or gifts from 
the crown, of general amnefiies, of private pardons, and 
reverfals of penal ordinances. The whole town was in 
expedation of fome fanguinary decree, when, to their 
utter furprife, they heard the voice of the lamb, a cer- 
tain fign of peace and forgivencfs ; . and fpeedily fol- 
lowed by a proclamation, forbidding people of all de« 
grees to leave their houfesj that the king's \Vord was 
pledged for every one's fecurity ; and that all the prin- 
cipal 
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cipal .men fhould immediately attend him within the 
palace, in a public jplace which is called the Aflioa, 
and that upon pain of rebellion, • 

The king appeared cloathed all in white, being the 
habit of peace ; his head was bare, drefled, anointed, 
and perfumed, and his face uncovered. He thus ad- 
vanced to the rail of the gallerv, about lo feet above 
the heads of the audience, and, in a very graceful, 
compofed, but refolute manner, began a fliort oration 
to the people. He put them in mind of their wantonnefs 
in having made Oudas, a man not of the royal line of 
Solomon, king of Abyffiriia ; of their having incited his 
brother, Tecla Haimanout, to aflaffinate their father 
Yafous ; that they had afterwards murdered Tecla 
Hsdmanout himfelf, one brother, and lately his other 
brother David, his own immediate predeceflbr : that 
he had taken due vengeance upon all the ringleaders of, 
thofe crimes, as was the duty of his place, and, if much 
blood had been flied, it was becaufe many enormities 
had been committed ; but that knojving now that order 
was ellablifhed, and confpiracies extinguiftied among 
them, he had counterfeited death, to iignify an end 
was put to Bacuffa and his bloody meafures ; that he 
now was rifen again, and appeared to them by the name 
of Atzham Geor^is, fon of Yafous the Great ; and or- 
dered every man home to his houfe to rejoice at the ac^- 
ceffion of a new king, under whom they fhould have 
juftice, and live without fear, as long as they relped'ted 
the king that God had anointed over them. 

The loudell acclamations followed this fpeech. "Long 
live Bacuffa! Longli\^e AtzhamGeorgis!" It was well 
known that this king never failed in his word, or any 
way prevaricated in his promifes.' Everyone, therefore, 
went home in as perfect peace as if war had never bf^cii 
among them ; and BacuftVs delicacy in this refpcrt was 
feen a few days after ; for Hannes his brother having 
been brought clandeftinely from Wechne, by Kafmiiti 
•Gcorgis, a nobleman of great confcquence, they were 
both taken by the governor of Wechni, and fent ia 
chains to the king. The ordinary procefs would have 
been to put them inftantly to death, as being apprehend- 
ed in the very higheft a(ft of treafon : nor would this 
have alarmed any perfon whatever, or been thought an 
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«ii ,infra£lion of the king's late promife. B^cuffW, how- 
ever, vtaiof another, mind. He fent the criminal j udges. 
^bo. ordinarily lit upon capital crimes, td meet the two 
prifoners in their way to Gondar, and carried them back 
to the foot of the moontain of Wechne to have their 
crime* proved, and to be tried there 04itof his prefence 
and influence, where they were both condemned, Han- 
nes. to h^ve an arm cut off, Georgis tb be fent to pHfcft 
to' the governor of Walkayt, with private orders lo put 
him to death; both which fentences were executed, 
though Hanncs fo far recovered, that he was king of 
Abyffinia in Mr. Brace's "time, notwithftanding this 
mutilation. 

The king died after a vigx>rous reign, and after having 
cut off the greateft. part of the ancient nobility near Goii- 
dar, who w«rc of age to have been concerned in the 
tranfadlons of the laft reigns. This has rendered his 
memory odious, though it is univerlallyconfefled lie 
laved his country from an ariftocratical or dcmocratical 
.ufurpation ; both equally unconftitutional, as they equally 
ftruck at the root c^ monarchy , \ 

. YASOUS II. or, ADIAM §EGUED. 

From 17^9 to 1753. 

THE 'hhw king, Yafous IT. when arrived at the £:- 
venth year of his^ reign, proclaijncd a general hunt, 
i^hich is a declaration of his near'approach to manhood; 
but he purAied it no length of time, and again returned 
to Gondar. . 

-^ On the z'jd day of December, Yafous again fct out 
cvt anothrt" hunting party, and killed two elephants 
and "a rhinoceros. He then proceeded to Tche.lga, and 
♦from Tchelga to Woldubba; thence he went to the 
rivers Gandova and Shimfa. Here he' exercifed hini- 
felf at a very violent fpecies of hunting, that of forc- 
ing the gieratacachin, which means long tail; it is 
otherwife called giraffa in Arabic. It is the tallellof 
beafts,and is oftert killed by the elephant hunters. Its 
fkia »ife ^beautifully variegated: when young, but turns 
brown when arrived at any age. It was^ not with a 
view to hutit only, that*^ Yafous made tfeefe frequent 
** - ' . H ' cxcurfions 
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cxcurCons towards the frontiers of Sennaar. Hit rcftK 
iution was formed (as it apfieared fooa after) in inim^ 
tation of his ibr«efkther Socimos, to reviva his ngbt 
4nrcr the country of the Skefim/s, hii ancient raffib* 
tifho, finoe the acceifion of ^trtn^ih by unitrng- with r 
the.'Arabsi luul forgot tiieir ancient tiibttte sm ftib» 
je6U»s. 

This year, 1736, there happened a total eclipfe of die 
fuOt "fvhlch very tmch afie^ted the minds of the weaker 
fort of people. The dreamers and the prophets were 
ev^ry where let loofe» fuH of the lying fpirit which 
pofltaflfcd the^» to forctcl that the death of the king, 
and the downfalK)f his governipent, were at hand, and 
deluges of civil blood weit> then fpeedOy to be fpilt 
both in the capital and provinces. There was nor> 
indeed* at the time any circumflance that warranted 
foch a predi^lion* or any thing likely to be more fetal 
to the nate, than the expenditure of the large foins of mo- 
ney that the* turn the king had taken: fubjeded him^ to« 
He had built a large and very coftly church ^t Kofcam^^ 
and he was Hill engaged in a more extenfive work in the 
building of a palace at Gondar, befides a variety of other 
expensive undertakings. 

In the 24th year Or Yafoua's reign, he was taken ill, 
and died on the 21ft day of June, 1753, after a very 
ihort illnefs. As he was but a young man, and of z^ 
flrong conHittttion^ there wa^ fome fufpicipn he died^ 
by poifon given hini^ by tJie queen's relati<>Bs> wK^o were 
dtfirous to fecure another minority, rather than ferve 
nnder a king, wiio, by eiiery a^ion, ihewed he was hq 
longer to be led or governed by any, hiit kaft of aH bjr 
^hem, Yafous >^« majrricd very' Jfo^g to « la^y of no- . 
bte family in Amhara, by whom he had two ^4ans, Adigo 
and Aylo. But ihetr mother pretending to a fiiare of her . 
husband's government, and to intrpd^^e her friends^as 
court, fo hun Wcileta Georgis, the iteghi, or quctn- 
regent, that fhe prevailed pn the king to baaifli both mo- 
ther and fens to the mountain of Wechne. 

In order to prevtnc fuch ioterfarence for the future^ 

the Itegbe tooV a flep, fuch a^ had never before beea 

^tccnpted in Aby^inia. It was to bring a wife to Yaibos 

froin a racet)f Gaila. Her name was Wobit, danghtcr 

* cf Attduo^ to wh«m Baaa&A M cnc^ |U4 when he 

efcapcA, 
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tfcafcf! from the mountain before He was king, and 
had been kindly enteriainf d there. Her famHy was of 
» the tribe of Edjow, and the divifion of Toluma, that is, 
of the fouthern Gal)a» upon the frontiers of Atrjiara. 
They wereeftecftied the^oliteft, that is, the leaft bar- 
barousf oi the name. Bi^t it was no matter, they were 
GalU, and that was^ enough. Betwefen rhem and Abyf. 
iinia, oceans of blood had beenihcd, and ftrong preju- 
dices inAibed againftthen?} never to be effaced by mar* 
rnges. She was, however, brought to Gondar, 
chriitened^by the nameof Baffebee, and married to Ya- 
fou9. By h^r be had afoli^ named Joas> who fuccceded 
Jia^ father* 

JOAS. 

From 1753 to 1768. 

AS foon as the death of king Yafons was known, the 
«ld officers and fervants of the crown, remembering the 
tumults and confufion that happened in Gondar at his ac* 
ceiuon, repaired to the palace from their different go^ 
vernments, each with a fmall well-regulated body of 
troops, fufficienc to keep order, and fbeng^ben the 
hands of Ras Welled de I'OuI, whom they^all looked 
upon as the father of his country. The firfl who arrived 
Was Kaftnati Waragnaof Damo!; then'^Ayo of Begem- 
der, and \hty foon after, though at much the greatefl 
^, . diflance, Suhul Michael, governor of Tigre. Thefc 
three entered the palace, with Welled de Joas, whd, 
after a t'roubiefomfe teign^ w^ affafBnated in his palace, 
and buried in the c]^ttr<;h of St« Raphael. 

HAINES n, 

1769, 

HANNES, a man upwards of feventy, years of age* 
fnftde his entry into Gondar the 16. of May, 1769 He 
ivas brother to Bacufla, and having in hij^ time efbaped 
' Itom the monntain, and being aftisrwaiFds taken> his 
hand was ^ca^ off by order of the king his brother, and 
&e wasfent back to the place of hk confinement. It 
H* is 
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is a law of Abyflinia, derired from tiiat of Mofes,»that^ 
no man can be capable cither of the* throne or*pricil- 
hood, unlcfs he be perfed in all his limbs; the wantof 
^ handr therefore, certainly difqualified Hannes, and it 
was with t;hat intent it had been cut oiF; but this objec- 
tion was eafily over-ruled. However, befides his age", • 
he was very feeble in body; and having had no conver- 
fation bat with monks and'priefts, this had debilitated 
Jiis mind as much as age had done his b6dy. He 
could not be perfuadcd to take any fhare in the govern- 
ment; and when he was delired to take theiieW to de- 
fend iiis kingdom, he wept, hid himfelf,. turned monkv 
and demanded to be (ent back to his fiartner place of 
confinement. The confequence was, that he was one 
day. poifoned at his brcakfaft. 

TECLA HAIMANOUT IL 

1769. 

TECLA Haimanout fuccceded his father! He was a 
prince of a moft graceful figure, tall for his age, rather 
thin, and of the whiteft (hade of Abyffinian colour, 
fuch are all thofc princes that are born in the mountain. 
Though'he had been abfent but a very few months from 
his native mountain, his manners and carriage were thofe 
of a prince, that from his infancy had fat upon an hcre- 
diiary throne. He had an excellent underftanding, and 
prudence beyonj^ Ijis years. He was (aid to be naturally 
« of a Very warm temper, but this he had fo perfeflly fub- 
dued, as fcarcely ever to have given an inftancc of it in 
public. 

With the beginning of this king^s reign we fhall clofp 
the Annals of Abyflinia, and return to Mr. Bruce, at Ma- 
fuah ; after which we Chall accompany him from thence 
in his journey to Gondar. 
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THE SOURCE OF THE NILE, 



^ BOOK V. 

Account of Mr. Bruce* j Journry from Majuah to Gondar^^ 
TranfaSkm thtrt^^Manrurs cmd Cufionu of the Ahylfi^ 



MASUAH, Of the harbour of the Shepherds is a (njafl 
iiland on the Aby^ian ihore, havit;)g ati excellent 
harbour^and water deep enough for (hip«4>f any fize> to 
thcv^ry edffc. of the iiland; here they may ride in the 
utmoft fecunty, from whatever point, or with whatever 
degree^ of ftrength the wind blows. The ifland itfelf is 
▼Kry fmell, fcarce three, quarters of a mile in length, and 
about half that in breadth, one-third occupied by houfes, 
one by cijfterns to receive the rain-water, and the lall is 
refer vcd for burying the dead. 

This ifland was a place of much refort as long as com-* 
merce flourifhed ; but it fell into obfcurity very fuddenly 
ander the bppreflion of the Turks, who put the finiihing* 
hand to the ruin of the fndian trade in the Red Sea, be- 
gun fome years before by the difcovcry of the Cape of 
Good Hope, and the fettlemants made by the Portuguefij 
on the continent of India. 

On the 19th of September, 1769, Mr. Bruce arrived 

at Mafuah^ very much tired of the fea, and defiTous to 

H 3 land. 
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land. But, as it was evening, he |;l>00g^t it advlfabre to ' 
fleep on board that night, th4t he might have a whole 
<Jay (as the firft is idways a bufy one) before him, and 
receive irf the night any intelligence from friends, who 
might not choofe to venture to come ©peply ta fee him 
*and\i5 company in the day, at leaft before the determi-* 
nation of the Naybe, the governor of that place, ha4k 
been heard concerning them. 

, On the 20th, a perfon came from Mahomet GibbertiJ^ 
to condiUft. Mt. Bruce on fhore. The Naybe himfelf 
^as fUU at ^drkeeko, and Achmet, his coufin aiad fuc- 
ceflbrj^ therefore, had come down to receive the duties 
of the n>erchandizc on board the veijel which brought 
Mr. Bruce. There, w^rc two elbow chairs placed ia 
the middle of the markct*'plaee. Achmet fat on one of 
them, while the feveral. officers . opened the bales and^ 
packages before him ; the other chair on his left hand 
-was empty. He was drei&d all in whitf, in a long 
Banian habit of muflin, and a clofe-bodied frock reach* 
ing to his ancles, much like the white froek and peV 
ticoat the young children wear in Eijgland. This 
fpecics of drefs did not, in any way, fuit AchmeVs 
fhape or fi^e ; but, it feems, he meant to be in gali. As 
foonas Mr. Bruce came in fight of him, our traveller 
dovi bled his pace; bat Mahomet Gibberli'sfervant^h]^* 
pcrcd to Mr. Bruce not to kifs hie hand> which, indeed* 
he intended to have done. Achmet flood up, juft ail 
lie arrived within arm's-length of him ; when they : 
t6u<Aedcach other's hand^» carried their fingers to. their 
lips, then laid their liands Acrofs th^ifbreaftsj ourtra^ 
veiler ,pronounced the falutalion of ihc inferior Salam 
Alicum! Peace be between us; to which he <anAvered 
immedizxtlyy Alicum S^lam ! Thcreis peace between as. 
He pointed to the chair, which Mr. Bruce declined ; but 

. lie obliged him to fit down. . 'V ^ 

In thefexountries, the greater honour that is (hewn . 
you at firft meeting, the more confide rable preCent is 
€xpe^ed. He made a fign to bring coffee dire£lly, ae 
the immediate offering of meat or drink is an affjuraf^co 

• your lile is not in danger. He began with an air that- 
fee^ned rather ferious ; •* We have expc^ed you her© 
feme time ago, but thought yo^i had changed your mind, 

and 



■* Digitized by Google 



jr\ 



WRUCE'S TRAVELS. ^(jt 

and wa« gone ta India.'* — ^' Since failing from Jidda, 
I have been in Arabia Felix, the Gulf of Mocha> 
and croffcd laft fromLoheia.'*-^ " Are yon not afraid,"* 
faid he, "fo thinly attended, to ventnre upon thefe 
long and dangerous voyages ?*'—** The countries whete 
I have been are either fubjedl to the emperor of Con- 
^^incple^ whofe &nian 1 have how the honour to pre-* 
ient yon, or ta the »|ency of Cairo, and port of Ja- 
liizaries— here are their .letters — or to the flierritife of 
«if Mecca. To you. Sir, I prei^nt the (herriffe's letters ; 
luad, befides thefe^ one from Metieal Aga> yoor friend, 
w)io> 4^pa[iding on your cbara^er, aifared me this 
alone would be fufiioicnt to prcferve me fron> ill 
tiiage fo long as I did no wrongs as for. the dangers 
nfthe road from Imnditdand lawlefs perfons,; my fcr-^ 
vants are indeed few, but they are, veteran fbldicrs, 
trkd and exercifed from their infancy in arms^ and 
I vfldiie not the faperiqf namher of cowardly and difor- 
dcriy pcrfoM." 

^« then returned Mr. Bruce the lettcrjl, faying^ 
*« Ypu wiii give thqfe to tic Naybe to-morroMf ; I 
will keep MeticalV letter, a* it rs to mo, and wili 
read i% ajt home." , He put it accordingly in his bdfon^ ;t 
laid thtir coifce being -done, Mr. Bruce rofe to taker 
Ua kavc, and was prei'ently wet to the &in by delugej 
rf!»raagpi.floxv«r water ihovvered upon him from the 
right Qod left, by two of his attendants, from iilver 

- A Vety decettt hoorfe had been provided ; and he had 
no fooner entored, ihm a large dinner was fent them by^ 
Achxnety. with a prof&fton of kmons, and |^od frtfh 
water, now beeomo one of thegreatefl delicacies in life > 
,tnd hiftantly after, their baggage was ail fent unopened, 
-with which bxf was very weil plcafed, bein^ afraid they 
jBiight break fomething in his clock, tclcfcopea^ or quad- 
^anis, by the noleat n^^nner in whicli they iatUfy their 
^urioiity, ^ 

Qnithfi i6thof Septembe]», a female il:tve came, and 
brought with her the proper credentials, an jiidian- 
hiua<)%erchiei' full of dry dates,, and a pot or bottie of 
snvaruiihfid potter's earth, whii:h keeps the water very 
«o©l. • 
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, On the 21 ft, m the morning, tKe Nafybe €atne from 
Arkeeko. The ufual way is by fea; it is about two 
leagues firaight acrofs the bay, • but fQinewhat maie 
by land. The paflage from the main is on the north 
fide of the iiland, which is not above a quarter of 
amilebt'oad; there is' a large cillgrn for rain-wat^r 
©n the land fide, where you embark acrofs. He was 
poorly attended by three or foi|r fervantj, iniferably 
mounted, and about forty naked favages on foot, 
armed with Ihort laticcs and crooked knives. The 
drum beat before him all the way from Arkeeko to 
Mafuah. Upon entering the boat, the drum* on the 
land-fide ceafed, and thofe, in wjiat is tailed the' Ca{^ 
tie of Mafuah, began. The caftle is a fmall claylitit, 
and in it one fwivel-gun, which is not moontcd, but 
lies upon the ground^ and is fired always with 
great trepidation and fome danger. Tbc drums are 
earthen jars, fuch as they fend butter with into Arabia 5 
the mouths of which are covered with a fkin, fo that a 
Granger, on feeing two or three of* thcfc together, wonld- 
run a great ri5c of believing them to be jar& c)f batter j, 
or pickles, carefully covered with oiled parchment;, All 
the proceffion was in the fame ftyle. - The Naybe was 
drclled in an old (habby Turkifh habit; niuch tbo Ihort 
for him, and Teemed to iave been cnade about the time 
of Sultan Selim. He wore alfo upon his head a.Turkilh 
cowke, or high cap, which fcarcely admitted any part 
of his head. In this drefs, which on him had a truly 
" ridjculous appearance, he received^ the caftan, or invef- 
ture of the iiland of Mafuah ; and being thereby repfe- 
fentativeof the grand fignior, confenjed that day to bo 
called Omar Aga, in honour of the cominiffion. 

In the afternoon, Mr. Bruce went to pay his refpefts 
to the Naybe, and found him fitting on a large woodea 
clboV-Tchair* at the head of two files of naked favages, 
who made an avenue from his chair to the door. He had 
nothing upon him but a coarfe cotton fhirt,fo dirty, that 
It feemed all pains to clean it again wonfd be thrown 
away, and fo (hbrt, that it fcarcely reached his knees. 
He was. very tall and lean, his colour black,, had a large 
mouth and nofe ; i noplace of a beard, a very fcanty tuft of 
grey hairs upon the point of his chinj large, dull, and 

heavy 
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~ Tieavy cyes^ a kind of malicious, contemptuous fmilc 
-on his countenance ; he was altogether of a moft ftupid, 
and brutal appearance. His ^harader perfeftly cor- 
refponded with his figure, for he, was a man of mean 
abilities, cruel to excefs, avaricious, and a »grcat 
drunkard. ^ 

Mr. Bruce prefen ted his firman. — The greateft bafha 
inthe Turkifh empt*# would have rifen upon feeing it> 
kifled it, and carried it to his forehead ; but he did not 
even receive it into his hand, and puftied it back to our 
traveller again, faying, ** Do you read it all to me word 
for word." — Mr. Bruce told him it was Turkifh; that 
. he had never learned to read a word of that language, 
— ^' Nor I neither," fays he, ** and I believe I never 
Ihall.'* Mr. Bruce theii gave him the other letters he 
had broc^ht with him. He took them all together in 
both his hands, and laid them unopened bcfidc him, 
faying, '* You ihould have brought a mouUah. along 
with you. Do you think I ihall read all thcfe letters ? 
Why, it would take me a month," He then glared 
upon our traveller, and with his inoath open, fo like 
an idiot, that it v*ras with the utmaft difficulty Mr. Bruce 
kept bis gravity, only anfvvering, '* Jdl: asyou pleafe; 
you know bell.'* 

A iilence followed this (hort convcr/ation, and Mr. 
Bruce took the opportunity to give him his prefent, 
with which he did not feem difpldafed, but rather that 
it was below him to tell h^m (o ; he then took his. leave 
of the Naybe, very little pleafed with his reception, 
and the fmal! account he feemed to make afhis letters, 
orof himfelf. 

- The fmall-pox was raging' with fuch violence at 
Mafuah, that it was feared the living would not be 
fufficient to bury the dead. The whole ifland was 
filled with fhrieks and lamentations both night and 
day. They at lad began to throw th^ bodies into the 
fca, which deprived our travellers of the iifti^'. of which 
they had ate. fome kinds which were excellent. Mr^ 
Bruce had fupprefled his character of |Ay.fician, fearing 
he fhould be detained by reafon of the nraltitude of fjck. 

The Naybe came to Mafuah on the 15 th of Od<>» 

ber, difpatched the veiitl that brought our travelleps^ 

H 5 over It 
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over J and, as if he had only waited ull this cyldcitoe' 
was out of the way, he, that, very night, fent wordi 
that Mr B'-uce was to prepare him a handfome pre- 
fent. He gave in a long lift of panicalars to a greaJt, 

. atpomity which h^ defired might be divided into three 
parcels, and prefented three , federal da)«. One was 
tQ b< given him as Naybe of Ark^o ; ^ one as Omar 
-Aga, rfeprefeniative of the grandjignior ; and one for 
.having pa (Ted their baggage gratis ^ud onvifited, efpe* 
tidily the large quadrart,. 

As the allurance of proteftion Mr. Bruce had re- 
ceived, -gave him courage, he anfwered him, " That,^ 
having a firman of the grand fignior, and letters fron* 
Metical Aga, it was mere gcnerofuy fhould he give 
him any prefent at all, either as Naybe or. Omar Aga,-; 
that he was not a merchant that bought and fold, nor 
had merchandize on beard, therefore had no'cuftoms 
to pay/* Upon this he fent for Mr. Brtjce to his houfe, 
where he f^und him in a violent fury,, and many ttfejefs 
worcbs pafled on both fid^es. At laft he peremptorily tolti 

" our traveller, •' That, unlefs he had 300 ounces of gol4 
ready to pay him on Monday, upon his landing from Ar- 
keeko,he would coniine him in a dungeon, without ligliC» 
air, or meat, till the bones came through his ikin for 
want. 
On the 29th of OAober, the Naybe came again. froa» 

. Arkeeko to Mafuah, and Mr. Brnce was told, in a very 
ill humour with him. He foon received a meffage to 
attend him, and found him in a large wafte room like 
a barn, with about fixiy people with him. This was 
his divan, pr grand council, with all his janiffiiries and? 
eiHcers of ilate, alt naked, aflembled in parliament* 
There was a comet that had appeared a few days after 
their arrival at Mafaah, which had been many days vifi- 
ble in Arabia Felix, l>eing theii in its pterihelion ; andj^ 
after pafling i^s conjundion with the iwoj it now aj^*" 
pcared at Mafuah early in the evening, receding to. its 
aphelion. Mr. Bruce h^d been obferved watching it 
with great attemion, ajKi the large tubes of the telef- 

' copes had given offence to ignorant people, ' The itA 

^[jwftion the Naybe a(ked him was, '* What that comei 

incant, and why it appeared?'^ ^nd before heco)di4 

4 . . anfw«r 
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IttkCwer him, he again Aid, *' The foil time it was vili- 
ble> it broaght the rma.U-pox« which' has icilled above 
looo people in Mafuah and Arkeeko. It is known yoo* 
4>0nverfiKa with h etery niglu at Loheia.; it has now 
followed you again to fiAi(h the fpw that remainu and 
then you are to carry it into Abyffinla.. \yhat have 
you to do with the comet ?** 

Without giving Mf, Bruce leave to fpeak, his brother 
Emii: Achmet then faid, *' Tiiad he was informed our^ 
traveller was an engineer going to Michael, gojremor.of 
Tigre, to- teach the Abyfihians to make cannon and gun- 
fiowder; that the fir ft attack \yas to be againft Mautah*. 
Five or fix others fpoke much in the C^imt ftrain ; and 
«he" Naybe concl ideii by dying, ** That he would fen J 
Mr^Bfuce tn chains to ConlUntinople, unleA he went to^ 
Hamaaen, with his brother Emir Achmet,. to the hot- 
wells thexie, and tha| this was the rcfolution of aliche^ja- 
aizaries^; for he had concealed his being a phyiiciam 

After much altercation between Mt, Bruce- and the* 
Naybe,. the focmer turned his back, aud Mr. Bruce weni 
away exceedingly diAurbed^ as it was plain- his affairsi 
were coming ta a crisis for good or fof cviK He obferv- 
e^ or thought he obferved, all the people-fliunu^d hinu 
He was^ 'indeed, upon bis guard, and did npt wi(li them^ 
tp come aear \utRi but, turning, down into his own,, 
^vejf^y, a n^an paflfed clofely by him> fayir^ 4^^i^^'7 
tn his ear,. though \n. a low voke, firft inr Tigrc and *hen.^ 
ill Arabic, *^ Ftar nothing, or. Be not afraid**' This, 
faint, ihort as it was, gave him no fmall co^r^e* 

Upon the 6th, iih the morning, while at ^reakfail,. 
Mr.' Bruce was. told that |hree fervants had ari-ived 
£com Tigrf ; one frcmi Janua,, a young man smd flav«» 
who fpoke and wrote Greek perfe^ly; the other twa 
fervanta were Ras Michael's^, or rather the king^s, both; 
wearing the red ihort cloak lined' and turned up witlk a 
Biazariae-bLie, which is the badge of ibft^ king's fer*^ 
Tant, aM ia caUed /balaka^ ^ Ras Michael's^ 4ett^rs to» 
the Naybe were very Ihorfe . Be feid the king Hatze' 
Manners health was bad, and wondered at hearing, that, 
the phyfifian, fent to him by Metical Aga>.fcom. Arabia»N 
was not forwarded to. him inftantiy at -Gbndar,. as he> 
lad beacd of hi^ being arrive4 avMafuah kmt time 
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before. He ordered the Naybe, .jnoreover, to furnilh 
him with neceffariesi and difpatch him without lofs of 
time. 

Mafaah, by a great variety of obfervations of the fun 
andftars, was found to be in lat, 15°^ 35' 5", and, by an 
obfervation of the feeond fatellite of Jupiter, on the 22d 
of September, 1 769, its longitude was found to be 
39** 3^' 3^'^ ^^^ of the meridian of Greenwrich. 

The illand of Mafuah is very ubwholefome, as, indeed^ 
is the whole coaft t>f the Red* Sea, from Suez to Badel- 
mandeb, but mof-e efpecially between the tropics.* 
Violent fevers, cdled there nedady make the principal 

. fieurc in this fatal lift, and generally terminate the 
third day in death. If the patient furvives till the fifth 
day, he very often recovers by drinking water only» 
and throwing a quantity of cold water ufJonhim, even 
in his bed, where he is permitted to lie without attempt- 
ing to make him dry, or change his bed, till anddier de- 
luge adds to the firft. 

• The bark is the inoft fovereign remedy here ; but It 
mufl be given in very different times and mamyiers frdm' 
thofc purfued in Eufopc. Were a phyfician to ta>-€ time 
to prepare his patient for the bark, by Rrft givir**^ him 
purgatives, he would be dead of the' fever before his pre- 
paration was completed. The feeond or third dofe of 
thd bark, if any quantity is fwallowed, hevcp 'fails to 
purges and, if this evacuation is copious, the* patient 
rarely dies, but, on the contrary, his recovery is^gene- 
rally rapid. Moderate purging is for the 'inoft part to 
be adopted ; and rice is a much better food than fruit. 
> The next common difeafe in the low country of Ara- 
biar the intermediate iftand of Mafuah^ and all Abyfli- 
nia, (for the difeafes arc exactly firoilar in all thfe trad) 
is the Tertian feverr- which is in nothing differentfrom- 

- our Tertian, and is fuccefsfully treated here in the fam« 
manner as in Europe. As no fpecies of this difeafe, as 
h,r as Mr. Bruce /Sw, menaces the patient with death, 
efpeciiliy in th« beginning of thef^ difdrdef, fome tiifie . 
may be allovved for preparation to thofe who doubt the 
e£eft of the barkSi this 'country. But ftill he appre- 
hends the fafeft 'Way is to give final! dofes from the 
bi ginning^ on the fuf^ft inteniiifSpnf-^or evfen remiftion>' 
tjiough-t is fliouU be fomewhat obfcure and uncertain. 

The ■ 
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♦■ The iiejft difeafe/ which we may: fay is endemial iti 

' the countries befbre-meationed; is called banxeer^ the 

' hogs or xhefwijie, and is a fyrelling of the glands of the 

throat, and under the arms. This the ignorant inha^- 

bitants endeavour to bring to a fuppuration, but'iti 

'vain ; they theaopen them in fcveral places; a fore and 

iTunning follows, and a difeafe very much refembling 

i what is called in Europe the Evil. 

. The next (though not a dangerous complaint) has a 

very terrible appearance. Small tubeijcles, orfwelling»j 

appear all over the body, but thickcft in the thighs, 

t&rms, and- legs. ' Thefe fwelHiigs go and come for weeks 

together without pain ; though the legs often fwell to a 

mbnftrous fize, as in the dropfy. t .. 

Att the nations in Africa within the tropics are won- 
- derfutly affc€led at the fmalkft eruption or roughnefsof 
the fkin/ A black of Sennaar will hide himfelf in the 
•houfe, where dark, and is not to be feen by his friends, 
if he ftibuld have two or three pimples on any part of his 
body. Nor is there any remedy, however violent, that 
they will not fly to for immediate relief. 

The next complaint Mr. Bruce mentions as common i 
in thefe countries, v& called Farenteit, a corruption of 
an Arabic word, which fignifies the worm of Pbaroah; 
all bad things being by the Arabs attribotedto thefe poor 
kingff, who feem to be looked upon by pofherity as the 
evil genii of the country which they ©nCc governed. » • 
. This extraordinary animal only affiidis thofe who are 
in conllant habit of drinking flagnant 'water, whether 
that water is drawn out frqm wells, as in the kingdom 
of Sentfaar, or found i)y digging in the fand where it is 
making irts way to its proper level the fea, after fallings 
dow» the iide of the nwuntains after the tropical rains. 
This plagne appears indifcriminately in every part of 
the body, btit^>ofteneft.in the legs and arms. Upon 
looking ax this worm,' on its firft appearance, a fmall 
black head is extremely vifiblc, with a hooked beak of 
a wJiitifli colour. Its body ir feemingly of a white 
filky texture, very like a* f mall tendon bared and per- 
fe^ly cleaned. After its appearance,' the natives of 
thefe countries, who are ufed to it, fcize it gently by 
the head, ahd wrapitiioimda thin piece of filk, or fm all 
bird^s feather. . Every '<l^y, or feverai times a-day,- 

they. 
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they try to wind it «p upon the qaJIl as far a^ it totoes 
readily ; and, opori the fmalJeft reftftance, they gvrt: 
over for fear of breaki'ng it. Mr. Erwce has feen ittro 
Jeet, or fomeihi^g more, of this extraordinary animal^ 
woujnd out, with inriitcible patience, in the courfe af 
three -Weeks. No iiiiiammation the© remained, and^ 
fcarcely any rednefs round the -edges of the apertiitf ». 
onlya fmall (jaantity of Ivniph appeared in the hoje 
or puntE^ure, which fcarcely liRied out upon preffiiig* 
la three days it vyas cemroonly welL ^ 

Mr. Bruce himfelf experienced this complaint. Hr 
was reading upon a fofa at Cairo, a few days after h» 
jetum from Upper Egypt, when he felt, m the fore part 
of his leg, upon the bon^, about fcvcn inches belour 
the cenue of his kriee-pan, an itcbmg refwnbiing what 
follows the bite of a mufcheto. Upon fcratehing, a 
ifmall tumour appeared, very like a muiehetd bite. The 
itching returned in ai>out an hour affterwards ; and, be- . 
ing>'m0rc intent upon his reading than his leg, he 
fcratched it till the blood came. He fo<m after obfervei 
fomething like a,black, fpot, which had already rifea- 
co»(idera!^y above the furface of the ikii>. All medi- 
cine proved ivfelefs; and the difeafe not being knorwd. 
at Cairo, there was nothing for it but to have recourfe 
to the only Tec eived maianer of treating it in this'coun* 
fry. About three ijaches of the worm was wound Ot*: 
upon a , piece of law filk in the-firft wcek> without paia* 
9r fever ; \ but it was broken afterwards through the 
careleilhefs and rafhnefs. of ili^^^ furgeon, when changing. 
». poultice, on board the fhlp in which he returxied to* 
fiance. A violent inflammation fQllpwed; the le:g. 
fwelled fo as to fcarce leave any appearance of knee or 
aiicle^ the (kin red and diflend^, fe^med glaaed"^ Ijke » 
mirror. The wound was now* hcaj«d> and difcharged 
nothing ; and thei^e was every appearaoAe of jnortifica'* 
lion coming on. The great care and attention pro- 
cured him in the UTArtitip at Marieijles, by a natxoHEk 
always fbremoll in the afts ©f humanity to ftrangers> an4 
the attention ahdikill of the furgeon, recovered him frooi; 
tihis uouble^ome com^laiixt. 

jb'ifty-twa day* had elapfed ftnce it firft begun ;- 
thirty-fiVe of which were fpentin the grcatcft agony*.. 
Xafappuratedlat la&s aAd> by eolar^ing the «jrihce, a.. 

goo4 
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good quantity of matter was discharged. He had mad^ 
conftaiit ufe of bark, both in fomentaiions and inwardly; 
but he did not recover the ftrength of his leg entirely till 
iiear a year after, by ufing the baths of Poretta, 

The lall Mr. Bruce mentions of thefe. endemi^I ;dif^ 
eafcs, artd the mod terrible of aJl others that can fall 
to the lot of man, is the Elephantiafis, (^hich fome 
hlave choien to call the Leprofy, or Lepra Arabum ; 
though in its appearance, and in all its circumilances 
and ftages» it no more rerembles the leprofy of Palef- 
tine, than it. does the gout jo* xl;e dropfy. During the 
coarfc of it, the ficc is often healthy to appearance j 
the eyes vrvid andlparklmg : tlioie affc<5led have fomc; 
times a kind of dryneis upon the fkin of their backs^ 
which, upon icratching. leaves a mealinefs, or tvliite- 
ne{§; the only circumftance in which it refembled tha 
leprofy ; but it has no fcalinefs. The hair, too, is of 
its natural colour ; hot white, yellowiih, or thin, as in 
the leprofy, but.fo far from it, that though the Abyffi-^ 
nians have very rarely hair upon their chin» Mr. Brace 
Jws feen people, apparently In the lail flage of the ek-^ 
phantiaiis, with a very good beard of its natural colour. 
The appeti;e is generally goodduiing this difeaie ; nor 
does any change of regimen affetl the complaint. < 

Mr. Bruce^s firil geheral advice to a trav«Wcr is thisi 
To remember well what was the ftate of hisconftitutioa 
before be viiited thefe countries, and what his complaints 
were, if he had any; for fear very frequently ieizes ii« 
upon the firft frght of the many and fuddert' deaths we- 
fee upon our firit arrival, and our fpirits are To lowered 
by perpetual perfpiration, and our nerves i'o relaxed, 
t^t wc are apt to miftake the ordinary fymptoms of a 
<Ufeaie familiar to i|s in our own country, lor the ap* 
proach of one of thefe tcrribe diftempers thit are to^ 
hurry as in a few hours into eternity. This has a bad. 
effe^ in the very flighted di/brders ; (o that it hath be- 
fjOme provcrbidr-** If you think you ihall die^ yptl. 
:^11 die.** If a traveller finds, chat he is as wellj^ alter 
havli^g been {ome'time in this country, as he was before 
entering it, his beft'way is to niake no innovation in hir 
icgimen, further than in abating fomc thing in the , 
qiiafttity. But if he jis of a tender conftitution, h^can* 
Rot a£i'vnort wifely than to follow impiicitly the^ f^g^- 
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ttien of fobcr, healtliy people of the coantry, without 
arguing upon European notions, or fubflituting what 
we cohfider as fuccedaneums to vvhat we fee ufed on 
tKe (pot. All fpiriis are to be avoided ; even bark i^^ 
• b^t^r in water than in wine. The ftomach being re- 
laxed by profufe perfpiration, needs fcwnetWng to 
ftrfengthen, but not inflame, and enable it to perform . 
digeftion. ' For this reaibn (inflindl we ftiould cali it, 
if fpeaking of beafts) the natives of all eaftem coun- 
tries feafon every ipecics of food, even the fimpleft and 
• mildeft, rice, fo much with fpices, efpecially pepper, 
as abfolutely to bliiler an Eui-opean palate. Thefe pow- 
erful antifeptics Providence has planted in thefe coun- 
tries for this ufe ; and the natives have, fro« the earlieft 
times, had reourfe to them in proportion to the quantity 
they can procure. 

Mr. Bruce lays dovvri this as a pofitive rale of health, 
that the warmefl difbes the natives delight in, are the 
fnoft wholefome ftrangers can ufe in .the putrid climates 
of the Lower Arabia, Abyffinia, Sennaar, and Egypt it- . 
felf, and that fpirits, and all fermented liquors, Ihould 
be regarded as poifons ; and, for fear of temptatio^i, not 
fomuch as be carried along with you, unlefs as a raen- 
flruum for outward applications. Spring, or running- 
water, if you. can find it, is to be your only drink. Yon ^ 
cannot be toonic'e in procuring tliis article. But as, on 
both coafts of the Red. Sea you cgn fcarcely find any but 
flagnant water, the way our traveller pradlifed was al- 
ways this: when he was at any place that allowed him 
time and opportoility, be took a quantity of fine fand, 
wafhed it from the fait quality with whidi it was im- 
pregnated, and fpread it upon a fheet to dry ; he then 
filled an oil-jar with water,- and poured into it sls much, 
from a' boiling kettle as would Yerve to kill all the ani- 
malcu'la and eggs that were in it. He then fifted his 
dried fand as flowly as poffible upon the furface of the wa- 
ter in the ^r, till the fand ftood half a foot in the bottom 
of it; after letting it fettle a night, he drew it off by a 
hole in the jar with a fpigbt in it, about an inch above 
the fand; then threw the remaining fand out upon the 
cloth, and dried and wafhed it again* 
' ' This procefs is fooner performed than deferibed. The 
water is as limpid as the pureft fpring,- and little inferior 

' to 
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fo^ the fineft Spa* Brink laFgily of this withont fear; 
according as ydur appetite req^^iMrcs. By vrolent per* 
^riration the aqueous ipaft of *your blood is thrown ofFj 
iftd it is not fpiiituOas liquor c^n rellore this, whate-ver 
nioraetttary ftrehgth: h niay give you -'frdm ' another 
caufe. "When hot, and almoil^ fainting with weaknefsi 
from continual perfpiration> Mr. Bruce has gone into a 
wann bath, and heen jmmediately rcilored to ftrength, 
as upon firft i:ifing in the morning. 

In Nubia, never fcrupie- to throw yourfelf into the 
Coldeft river or fpSrtg yo« can find, in^ whatever degree 
of heat you are.^ T^here^n of jthc difference in Europe 
IS, thSt, wheii'^y' violence yx>ui kave^ raif^d yourfelf to 
an extrabrdifta^yv degree' of heal, - the told water iti 
ivhich you plunge yourfelf thecks your perfpiratiort> 
«^d fliats yomr pores- fuddeniy. The medium is itfelf 
too cold, and, you do not ufe force fufficient to bring 
back the pe'H|«fa!S6tt,' wiich^nought but adion occa- 
iioned;' wiiereas, in thefe warm countries, your per-? 
ClMl-ation is natural and confiant* though no action' be 
«(ed, only from the temperatare of the medium; there- 
fore, though yottr. pores are fliut, the momiMrt^yott 
plunge yourfelf into the cold water, the fimple conduion 
xjf the outward air again covers you with pearls of Aveat 
4:'^ moment yon emerge ; and you begin the cxpcnce of 
""Ae axjucOus part Of your blood afrefh from the new ftOck 
. ififat you hav>e Jaid in by your emerfion. 

Rice and pilkw arc the beft food ; fowls are very bad, 

-eggs are worfc ; greens are not wholefomei In Arabia, 

the mutton is good, and when r oai^d, may be eaten 

warm with :^ety ; perhaps better 'if cold* All foups or 

'^broths are to be avoided ; all game is bad. 

Itisacuf^om that, from the firft ages, has prevailed 
in the eaft, td fhriek and lament upon the death of a friend 
•or relation; and cut their faces upon their temple with 
'their nails; about the breath of a fixpence, otie of which 
.is left long for that pur^ofe. It was always pra<5lifed by 
c the Jews, and. thence adopted by the Abyffiniins, thoiigh 
texprefdiy forbidden both by the law and the prophets, 
,At Mafoah,it feems to be particular to dance upon that 
occaiton. The women, friends, and vifitors pkce them* 
.felves in a ring; then dance flowly, figuring in and out 
-as in a country dance. This dance is ^11 to the voice, 
i 3 no 
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no inftruifttint beinf uT^e^ apbn the^occaBon: only th# 
' drum (the butter-iar bcfo]re'm€atio»ed) is beal adroitly 
enough, an4 Teems at once neteflkry to keep the daace 
itod fo«g ir^prdcr, Jsi AhyWmh, too, this is purfoed tft 
t manner; mofe ridiculous. Upon the death dfanozoro^ 
pr any li^blitnan, the twelve jubdges (who are gener^iUy 
between 60 and 70 years of age) fing the fong, and dapce 
the figv»re-diip$:!?, in a manner fo truly ri'iicaloas, that 
grief mull have taken fail hold of every fpe^tor who 
does -not laugh upon the ocCafion* 

In Mafuah, it fe a general ©wftom for pco.'k lo bttrb 
myrrh aiud inceofe in th«r li^ftfe* before ihey open th* 
doors ia the moriiifiig & tod m^isb ti^y^go out at night* 
or eavly ii^.tl>e ^^y, they hftve ^l^ys a fipall .pjieee (Of 
tiig; highly fumigated wilb tjiefe two perfom^* whii^k 
tney fluff into -^acb noiinl to keep then from the i^ft» 
•wholefoine air, / - . „ ~ ' , , 

. Their hpufes 4re, io general, boi& of^JKHes and bem 
graJs, as in the t«>wn$ of Arabia: but befits thef?, Aert 
are about twenty of ftocrtj, fix or eight of vhich are tw0 
&otkf f4ch$ tho^gk the fecond {eUctfB confifts of xtkom 
tiian oaa room^ and that one g?eiierally not alargeorje. 

Situated as M^foa/h is, in the very entratvceofAbylinia^ 
Jkvery pletitiful <iOuntry, yet aU the necell^ric* of HfjpalF* 
fcarce and dear. -Their nuality , too, is very ifiidi&i:«to 
This i^ pw4dg to the difficulty, expence, and da&gei^/of 
carrying the fevoral »rtlcl^ ihi*rvigh:the deiert. fet €««^ 
tary," called,Si>«lhar, Wlmh. Iw Wweew Arikecko sniJ the 
jDToaatains of-Aby^iiiia; as well astoehe^eictomo&se^xe^ 
«ifed hy the IS^ybe* who take*, uudcr the rMusie of cut 
itoms> wha^evei' pntt he pliafea of -the goodsjaid pto^ . 
^ons brought. to mat ifknd ; by which oveam the i^ro^ df 
the feUer U fb imalU ad not to be worth the psins aid xiik 
ofbringirg it» ^ ^. i 

A oonfiderabk trade Is carried on at Mafiiah, ^otwitb* 
'ficOeding thek inconveniences, nwrroyvand Ci^himxd a^!the 
ifland is, and vidlcat and ujijuftas^ia «he -government. 
But it is all done in a floircnly inano»n and for artiekS' 
where a fpiall capital is invefled. Ptdpcrty heie i» f(» 
preca^ous to ,ri& a Veunir^ in valuable conHsodities^ 
where the hand of power enters into every tran&^ion.^ 
• On the 13th, at four o'clock in the afternoon, Mt, 
Bruce watted upon the Naybe^t his own boufe. .He re-» 
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trfvcdliim -with more civility than ufual : or rather, with 
le& bVutaUty ; for a grain of any thing like ciyility had 
never yet appeared In hisiehaviQur* He had juH received 
news, that a fervant of his, fent to coliedl money at Ha- 
ina^en, had run pflF with it. As oer traveller faw he was 
bufy, he took hts^eave of him, only aikii^g his commandfl^ 
for Habelh; .to Nvhich he anfwercd, ** Wc have tinv^ 
enough to think of thai; do you €<nne her'e to-m^^^ 
row/' 

On the 1 4th» iti the morning, he Raited, upon him ac«* 
cording to appf)iatnaent, having fifft ftruck his tent, and 

fot air his baggage in readinefs. tie received him a!^ 
cforei then told him with a grave air, " thu he was 
tvilling to further his journey into Habeih to tb? utm<^ 
of his power, provided he Qiewed him chat confideratiQii 
which was due tp him from- all paiTengers ; that as, by 
his^tent, baggage, and arms, he law he was a man above 
the common fort, which the ^and fignior*s firman, and , 
all his letters tedified, leis than looo patakas offered by 
him would be putting a great affroat upon him; how** 
ever, in confide ration of the governor of I'igre, to whom 
he was^oing, he would confent to receive 300, iipoa }^| 
f wearing not to divudge this, for fear of the &aaie thai 
would i^ll upon him a^oad." 

To thb Mr. Bruce anfwered, in the £une grave tosioj 
that bethought him very wrong to take 300 patakaf 
with ibanle, when receiving a. thoiiiand would be^moTf 
honourable as well as more profitable ; therefore^ he hd4 
nothing to do but put that into lu& account- book with the 
governor of Tigre, and fetdc his honour and hl^liueirfij; 
together. As for himfelf, he was feru for by MetJc4 
Aga,on account of the king, and was proceeding accord* 
ingly* and if he oppofed his going forward to Mctica^ . 
Aga,he ihould return ; but then again he (houldexpei^ ten 
thou&nd patakas from Metical Aga, for the trouble aB4 
lofs of time he had been at> which he^and the Ras would 
no, doubc fettle with him.'* The Naybe faid nothing in 
jreply, but only muttered, clofing bis ^eeth, jS&^//^» ^J^if* 
that devi}, or tormenting fpirit. . 

Thofe friends, which Mr. Bruce had made at Mafuah; 
Seeing the Mayhe's obftioacy againft their departure, 
an4 knowiag t^e cruehjr of hi& nature^ advifed Mu 

Brace 
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JBrace to abandon ail thoughts of Abyffinia; for, that ia 
g^n? throogh Samhar, amongthe many bafbarons peo- 
ple whom he commanded, dflficuhtes would multiply 
upon them daily, and, either by accident, or order of the 
Naybe, they would be furely cut'ofF. However, our 
traveller was too well convinced of the embarrafsment 
. ' that lay behind him, if left alone with the Nay be/ and too 

^ . ^termined upon his journey * to hefitate upon going for- 
\ ward. He ev?n flattered himfelf, that his ftock of flra- 
[ tagems to prevent their going, was by this time ex - 
\ haufted, and, that . the morrow would fee them. in the 
^. open fields, free from further tyranny and controui. 

On the 15 th, early in the morning, Mr. Bruce again 

\ ftruck his tent, and had his baggage prepared, to (hew 

" they were determined to l!ay no longer. At eight 

6'clock he went to the Naybe, and found him almoft 

alone, when he received him in a manner that, for him, 

might have paiTed for civil. He began with a confider- 

t able degree of eloquence, or fluency of Speech, a long 

enumeration of the difficulties of their journey , the rivers, 

precipices, mountains? und woods they were 10 paft j- 

the number of wild beafts every where to be found ; as 

ftlfo the wild fa^agc people that inhabited thofe places ; 

the moii of which he faid were luckily under his coufc- 

niand.-and he- would recommend to them to do thcpi all 

\ inanner of good offices. He commanded two of his ie- 

ieretaries to write the proper letters, and then ordered 

them toffee. 

• In the meahtime came in a ftn^anf covered with diift 

ilndfeemingly fatigued, as haying arrivecf in hafte from. 

afar. The Naybe, with a coniiderable deal of uneafi- 

^ »efs andTconfufioni opened the letters, which were laid 

to bring intelligence, that the Hazbrta, Shio, and To- . 
ra, the three nations that poflefled that part of Sam bar 
through which our road led to Dobarwa, the common 
l^aflage from Mafuah to*Tigy6, had revolted, driven^ 
ftway his fervants, and declared themfelvcs indepelident. 
Hie then (as if all was over) ordered his fecretaries to 
Hop writing; and, lifting il^) his eyes, began, with great 
feeroing demotion, to ihank God w« were not already 
on our journey; for, innocent as he was, when our 
travellers' Ihould have been cut off, ihe fault would 

have 
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hav.e been imputed to him. Angry as Mr. Brace was at 

.ip bare-faced a farce, he cbuld not h^^^p burfting out into 

a violent fit of loud laughteTi wbw the Naybe put on the 

fcvereft coantenance, and deiircd .to know the resffonof 

hk. laughing at fuch a, time* \* it ift. ladwvtwo month*,? 

.anfwerc|J Mr. Bruce, " fincc you have beentbrowing va?^ 

iious oBjedionsin my '^vay ; can you -wonder, that I dp 

not give.into fo groft an impofidon f Thk faine mourning, 

before I ftruckmy tent^ iq. prcfence of your nephew, 

Achmet, I fpoke with two Shihp, juft arrived, from Sam- 

har, who brought-Ietters to Achmet, which faid all tvas * 

. in peace. Have you earlier intelligence than that of 

this morning ?, . 

He was for fome time without fpeaking, thcnfaid, 
** If you are 'weary of livit^gs^you are welcome to go ; 
but I will do my duty in warning thofe that are along 
with you of their and your danger, that, when the mif- 
chief happens, it may not be irtjputed to me." '* No 
-Jiun^ber of naked Shiho," faid Mr. Bruce, " unlefs in- 
Urudedby you, can ever be found on our road^ that will 
venture to atuck us. The Shiho have no fire-ai-ms ; but 
if you iiave fent on purpofe fome of your foldiers^ that 
iave fire-arms, thcfe wiH difcoyer by what authority they 
come. For pur part, we cannot fly; we neither know 
the country, the language, nor the watering^laces^, and 
Wefhall not attempt it. We have plenty of dilFerent 
fOrts of fire-arms, and your fervants hav^ often ften 
at Mafuah we are not ignorant in the ufe of thenai. 
/We, it is true, may lofe our lives, that is in, the 
hand of the Almighty; but. we (hall not fail ta^eave 
enough on the fpot, to give fufficient indication to the' 
King and Ras Mic^hael, who it was that were our niTa^ 

fins.'' ; 

Mr. Bruce then rofe very abruptly to go away, it 
it impofiible to give any one, not converfant with thefe 
people, any conception what, perfeft mafters the moft 
elownifliand beaftly among thetn are^pf diffimulation. 
The countenance bfi the Naybe now changed in a mo«- 
ment. In his turn he bur ft out into a loud fit of laugh- 
U9, which furprifcd oOr traveller full as much as, his, 
fomp time before, ha<^ done him. , E^^efy feature of, his 
treacherous countenajjce wai;alt,ered:a,|id: foftenpd i^tP 
* ■ " . ' ' . ' cbmpla- 
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SLiTy thvited'thera to reft On '.tWs dielightful <^t, thoogli 
othetwife, perhaps, it was rtbt^xa^ly-cbriformaWe to 
the rules >bf pradence, as th*y (aw feveral hiits and fa^ 
milics of theHlzorta along the fide of the llream, with 
their flocks feeding i>n the branches of trefts and bufiiA; 
entirely negledlful of thegrafs they were treading under 
foot* The caper-tree her^ grows as high a3 the t^lleft 
Englifh elm; its flower is white, and- its frdit, though 
• ' jidt ripe, was full as krgeas airapri<?ot« i . '; ; t 
.;<>** On the 19th they continued their journey,* the road 
r $ill winding between mountains in the bed, or tdrreiit of 
^ ;i river, bordered <ofl each fide with rack and fycamore- 
'<^ trees of a good fize. " At half paft eight o'clock, they 
• encamped at a place caliedTubbo, where the mountains 
arc very ffecp, and broken Very abruptly into cliffs and 
precipices. Tubho was by inuch the moft agreeable 
Hation they had fecn; the trees were thick, full- of 
leaves, and gave them abundance of very dark fhadc, 
trherewais a number of many diflerent kinds fo clofely 
planted, that they jfcemed to bfe intended for natural ar- 
bours. . Every tree was full of birds, variegated with an 
infinity of colours, but-dcflitute of' a (bng; others, of a 
more homely and more European appearance, diverted 
them with a variety of wild notes, ina ftile of mafic flill 
diflin^ and peculiar to Africa ; as different- in the com-^ 
pofition from our linnet and goldfinch, as our Engli^ 
language is to that of Abyffinia : ydt, from very attentive 
ajid frequent obfervation,* Mr. Bruce found that th6 fky- 
lark» at Mafuah,. fung the fame notes as in England* It 
was obfervable, that the grcatcfl: part of the beautiful 
painted birds were of the jay. Or magpie kind, nature 
feeming, by the fihejiefs of their drefs, to have marked 
them for children of noifcand impehinence, but nevci* 
to have intended them for pleafure and meditation. 

On the 20th, they began to aicend the hills, or emx- 
nences, which ferve a* the roots or fkirts of the great 
mountain Taranta* The road was on each-fide bordered 
with nabca, or junep trees of great beauty, and fycamore* 
perfedly deprived of their' verdure and branches. The 
^ cbun try here is every where* deprived of the ftiade it 
lirould enjoy from thefefine trees, by the barbarous axei| 
«f thcHazorta. They fouftd every where immfnfeflocks 
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ti aittribpes ; as alfo partridges of a fmall kind that 
vriliingly took refuge upon trees; neither of thefe feemed 
to coniider our travellers as enemies. The antelopes kc 
them pafs through their flocks, only removing to the 
riglit or to the left, or (landing ftill and gazing upon them 
till they pftfled. But^ as they were then on the confinet 
of Tigrd, or rather on the territory of the Bahamac^afh, 
and as the Hazorta were in motion every where removing 
towards the coaft, far frorti the dominions of the Abyl- 
finians to which they were going, ;i friend of their own 
tribe^ who had joined our travdle'rs for fafety, knowing 
how little truft was to be put in his couxtrymen when 
moving in this contrary direftion, advifed thenii by no 
means to fire» or give any unnecedary indication of the 
fpot where they were, till they gained the mountain of 
Taranta, at the foot of which they halted. 

In the afternoon^ they began to afcend the mountain, 
through a mod rocky, uneven road, if it can deferve the 
ifanie) not only from its incredible (leepnefs, but from the 
Utfjge holes and gtdlies made by the torrents, and the 
hu^ monllrous fragments of rocks which, loofened bv 
ttie water, had been tumbled down into their way. it 
was with ^reat difficulty they could creep up, each man 
earrying his knapfack and arms ; but it feemed beyond 
the poffil^Hty of human ftrength to carry their ba^age 
and inftrumentSi Their tent, indeed, fullered nothing by 
ks falls ; but the telefcopes^ time-keeper, and quadrant, 
weft lo be treated in a mote deliberate and tender manner. 
The quadcaht had hitherto been carried by eight men, four 
toi rdteve eath other ; but theie were ready to give up the 
widlirtalii^ upon trial of the firft few hundred yanis. A 
jMiiliber of expedients^ fueh as tmling it on the ground, 
fldle^liy fatal to the inftrument) werepropofed. At 
laftf ds Mr« Bhiee was incomparably the ftrongeft of the 
company, as well as the moft interdted, he, and a ftranger 
Moor mo had followed them, carried the head oiF it for 
ahoot 400 yards over the moft difficult and ibepeft pan 
of the moantain, which before had been confidered as im- 
pra^icable by all. 

Yafine was the name of diat Moot, recommended t6 

Mr. Bruce by Metical Aga, a peifon wkom he had dif- 

covered to be of a men fagacion^ turn of mind, firm 

1 heart. 
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heart, and ilrenuous nerres ; never more diftino^iifhed l^>r« 
alj thefe qualities than in the hour of imminent danger ; 
at other times remarkable for quietnefs and fiience, and a 
condant ftudy of his Koran. 

They found it impoflible to pitch their tents, from the 
extreme wearincfs in the exertions they had made. But. 
there was another reafon alfo; for there was not earth- 
enough covering the bare fides of Taranta to hold fafi a 
tent-pin ; there were, however, variety of caves near them» 
and througho'-t the mountain, which had ferved for 
houfes to tlie old inhabitan.s ; and in thefe they found a 
quiet and not irx ^nvenicnt place of repofe, the night of 
the fioth of No\ ember. 

On the 2 1 ft, at half paft fix in the morning, Mr. Bruce, . 
having encouraged his company with good words,, in* 
creafe of wages, and hopes of reward, they began to en- 
**counter tlx oihcr half of the mountain. 1^ is baggage 
' moved much more brifkly than the preceding day.. Thc: 
upper pa^t of the mountain was, indeed, fteeper, mose 
<;raggy, rugged, and flippery than thc lower, and impeded 
more with trees, but not embarrafled fo much with large 
ftpnes and holes. Their knees and hand^, however, were 
cut to pieces by frequent falls, and their faoes tora by the 
multitude of thorny buihes. At laft, they gained the 
top of the mountain, upon which is iknated a fm^ll vil- 
lage called Halai, the firft they had fecn iince their leav- 
ing Mafuah. It is chiefly inhabited by poor fervants and 
fhepherds keeping the flocks of men of ;fiib(lanceiivingia 
the town of Dixan. 

The plain on the top of the mountain Taranta was, ia 
many places, fown with wheat, which was then ready to, 
be cut down, though the haJKvdl was not yet begun. Tlie 

train was clean, and of .a .good coloar, but inferior in 
ze to that of Egypt. It did nc^, however, grow thick* 
nor was the ftalk above fuurteen^inches high. The water, 
is very bad on^he top of Taranta, being only what re- 
mains of the rain in tbeiioUows^fihe rocks, and in pita 
prepared for it. Being .very jired, they pitched their teat 
on the top of the mountain. The night was remarkably 
cold, at ieaft appeared fo to them, whpfe pores were 
opened by the exceflive heat of Mafuah. The dew beeaa 
to fall ftionglyi aad To cominacd till an hour after mn- 
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fcti tKoiigh the (ky was pcrfcf^Iy clear, and the rmallerc 
ftars difcernible. 

Mr. Bruce killed a large eagle here, about Hk feet ten 
inches from wing to wing. It fecmed very tame till (hot. 
The ball havine wounded it but flightly, when on the 
ground it could not be pircvcnted from attacking the men 
orbeafts near it with great force and fiercenefs, fo that 
Mr. Bruce was obliged to ftab it with a bayonet. It was 
of a dirty white ; only the head and upper part of its 
wings were of a light brown. 

On the morning of the 2 2d, they left their ftation on 
the top of Taranta, and foon after began to defccnd on 
the fide of Tigre through a broken and uneven road. 
After this they began to mount a fmall hill, from which 
they had a difrindt view of Di3can. They pitched their 
tent near fonae marfiiy ground for the fake of water, at 
three quarters paft ien, but it was very had, having been 
for icveral weeks fta^nant. • They faw here the people 
bufy at their wheat harveft ; others, who had finiihcd 
theirs, were treading it out with cows or bullocks. They 
make no uft of their ftraw ; f .metimes they burn it, and 
foraetiines leave it on the fpof to rot. 

At half an hour after four in the afternoon, they came 
to Dixan. Halai was the firft village, fo is this the firft 
town in Abyflinia, on the fide of Taranta. DIxan is 
built on the top of a hill, perfectly in form of a fugar 
loaf; a deep valley furrounds it every whfc/e like 9 
trench, and the road winds fpirally up the hill till it ends 
among the houfes. 

Our travellers baggage had pafled the trench, and had 
reached the low town trough whiph Saloomc had con* 
du^d Mr. Bruce, » under pretence of getting a fpeedy 
(hclter from the heat; but he ovcra£led his part; and 
Janni, his fervant, M^ho fpoke Greek, giving Mr. Bruc« 
a hint to go no further, ' he turned (hort towards the 
houfe, and fat down with his £rclock upon a ftone at the 
door. Their b^gage quickly followed, and all was put 
fafb in a kind ot a court indofed with a fufEcicnt ftone* 
wall. 

It was not long ttU Hagi Abdelcader^ Achmet's 

friend* came to them, inviting Mr.. Bruce civilly to 

I^'. houfe« and declaring to him the friendly orders 

::j I z he 
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Ee Had' received from Adimet concerning^ him; bringitig 
along with him al(b a goat, fome butter and honey. 
Mr.- Bruce excaied htmfelf from leaving Janni's friend, the 
ChriftiiRi* where he had firft aligi\ted; but he rccQm»- 
mended Yafine to hzm, for he hoid begun to ihew great 
attachment to Mr. firuce. Inr abont a quarter of. aa 
hour came Saioomc with about twenty laen, and do^ 
manded our travellers in the name ot the jfiaybcy as 
his Grangers : he faid di^ owed him money &r oon- 
duding them, and likewife for the cufton^Kntfe due»« 
In a moment near a hmnlred men were aifembled round 
Hagi Abdelcader, ail with fbields and lances, and Mr« 
Bruce expe6ied to fee a fray of the mod ierious kind* 
But Abdelcaderj with a fwitdi in his hand, went gravely 
•ap to Saloonfe, and, after chiding his par^ with great 
tntluurity, he held up tits ftick twice over S^oome's head, 
as if to ftrike him ; then ordered Mm, if he had any 
demands, to come to him in tlie evening ; upon which 
both parties difperfed» and left them in peaoe* The 
tnatter was ietded in die evening with Saloome in an 
amkable manner. •■ 

The town of Dixan conixils of Moors and Chxiftiansy 
and is very well peopled; yet the tndy trade of either 
of thefe fedh is a very extraordinary one^ that of fdling 
cf children* The Chriftians bring fuch as they have 
ftokn in Abyffinia to Dixan as to ^ fure dqwfit; and die 
Moors receive diem there, and cariy them to a certain 
market at Mafuah» whence they are rent over to Arabia 
or India. The pricfts of the province of Tigic, efpe- 
daily thofe near the fock Damo, arc openly concerned 
in this infamous pradice ; and ibme of "the& l»ve been 
licenfedby Michael to carry it on as a fair trade, up<»i 
paying fo many firdocks for each dozen or fcore 
of Haves. Nothing can elucidate the footing upon 
which diis trade ftands bettet than a tranfadion, which 
happened while Mr. Bruce was in Ethiopia, and which 
reached Gondar by way of complaint from Mafuah, and 
was told him by Michael himielf. 

Two priefts of Tigre, whofe names Mr. Bruce haa 
forgotten, had been long intimate friends. They dwdt 
near the rock Damo. The youngeft was married and 
had two duldren, bodifons; the other was oldrand had 

none* 
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naoer. Th« old one rcpoTod his friend one Asiy fiof 
keq>tag his children at hoaae idle, and not putling them 
to fome pro&flion by which they laigbt gaia their oietd* 
7 he norned prleft pleaded his poverty aad his wakni of 
Mlations that could .{iirtHhiis; on Mrhkh^ ihe old pn«ft 
•ffoed to place his eldefl ton with a rit^h friead of bU 
iiwm who bad no childreQ^ and whew he flioitld Y^aaft 
fi)r nothing. The propofal was accepted* aad the yoi^g 
lad, abetit tea yearsotacB* was delivered by hie .faAer 
to the old' pog&p to carry him to ih\» fjriqiul, "vdra! (m 
the boy to Dixaot and fold him theve. Upoa ffae oM 
prkft's xetarA* ^r glviag the ikher a i^leadid 
kii foo's reception, treatment, aDd prpipe^; he gave hiai 
a.piect of ooltoa cloth, as a pn;(eat from ais fon*a 
patroEu The younger child, abouii eight years eld» 
hearing the good {bvtiiae of his elder brother, became. 
fi> importunate (0 he allowed to go md vifit him^ 
tint the ps^rents wjcre obliged to htimpujF him^ and con* 
ieitf, &t the oldfNiicfl; ^sd a fcrupte, iayia^. he ^votthil 
aot talce die charj^e of (b young a boy, nnleu has inothtc, 
went with. This being fettled, the eld prieft conveyed! 
them to the market at Dixaiii whexe he fold both the 
aaother and the lempiiuQg child* Hetufniag to the flu. 
duir, the old prieft told hkuj that his wile would ftay 
•aly fo long» and expoSed he lirould thea fetch her up. 
oa a certain day, which was niuhed. The day being 
come, the two priefts went together to fee this hapjpy fa« 
4uly; and» upoa their entering Dixan, it was tpund^ 
Aat the old priefl had fold the young one, but not to 
the fame Moor to whom he had fold his fiinulv. Sooa 
i^ter, thefe twp Moors who h^ hou^^t . th)^ Chriftians^ 
becoming partners in the venture^ the old priefi waa to 
« receive forty cotton-cloths^ that it« lol* Sterlings for- 
^ hufraad, wife, and children. 

The payi«ent4>f the money, perhaps the refentroentcC 
the &mtly trepanned, and the appcaraince ofeqgdty wfakk 
the ^ng itfelf bore, fuggefted to the Moorifh merchants 
that there wa^ fome more pnofit^ ai4 not more rifle, i£ 
tlKy carried off tfaie old prieft likewife. Bat as he had 
come to lAx^nRf as it were under pt^ltc faith, in a trade 
that greatly iiiterrefied the town, they weie afraid to at-^ 
tempt any thing againft him whilft t&eie* . They begaia 
I 5 then 
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then as it were to repent of theif bargin, from a pre^ 
tended apprehenfion that they might be ftopped and 
^ueftfoneid at gomg out of town, unlefs he woold ac- - 
company th<^m to (ome fmall didance; in eonfideHition of 
which, they would give him, at parting, two pieces of cloth 
to be added to the other forty, which he was to take back 
Co Tigr6 with him upon his return. The beginning of 
fUch expeditions is in the night. When all were 
afleep, they fct out from Dixan, the buyers, the felr 
ier, and the family fold; and, being arrived near the 
lliountain where the way turns off to the dcfcrt, the 
vhole party fell upon the old prieft, threw him down, 
and bound him. The woman infilled that (he might 
be allowed to cat, or tear off the little beard he had, in 
order, as ihc faid, to make him look yoonger", and this 
iletnand was icckoned too juft to be denied her. The 
whole Eve were then carried to Mafuah ; the woman and 
hpf two children were fold to Arabia; the two priefts 
had not fo ready a market^ and they were both in the 
Naybe*s houfe when Mr. Bruce was at Mafuah, though 
ke div) not then know it. 

The Naybe, willing to ingratiate himfcff with Kas 
Michael at a fmall expence, wrote to him an account of 
the tranfaftion, and offered, as they were pJ-iefts, to reft ore 
them to him. But the Ras returned for anfwer, that 
^c Nabye fhould keep them to be his chaplain?. ; as he 
hoped, foine d*»y he would be converted to <bc Chrif- 
tian faith himfelf ; if not. he might fend ttem to Arabia 
with the reft ; tbey would ferve fo be carriers of wood 
and drawers of water ; and that there ft 5 II ren^^ained at 
Damo enough of their kind to carry on the trade with 
Dixan and Mafuah. 

This ftory Mr. Bruce heard from Pas Michael iira- 
felf, at his ffrand daughicr's marriage, when he wa»* 
leaAiog, and in great fpirits. He, and a4] the company, 
Imughed heartily, and although there wcire in the room at 
Jcalt two dozen of priefts, iione of them iecmed to take this 
incident more ferioufty than the reft of the company. 
Frojp this we may gnefs at the truth of what the Ca- 
tholic writcM advance, with regard to the refpe^ and 
jrcverence (hown to the priefthood by the government 
and grtat moa -in Abyilinia* Dixan ,is in iat. 14" cj\ 

JS'^North, 
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ff Noitii, and long. 40® 7' 30" caft of the wtri- 
ham of Greenwich. 

Oar travellers kft Dixan on the 2^xho£ November- 
de(£endii% the very deep hill on Mrhich the town 19 
£taated. Hagi Abcklcader had attended them thics 
iar before he left them^ and the noted Sa]oona€ 
came likenrife» to fee if fome oecaflon would ofier of 
ioiag them further mifchief; but the king's Jtervaot^, 
ltf>w upon their own gr^tuiK)^ l^gan to take upon them a - 
pfoper confeqiQence. One of them went to meet Sa^ 
loome. ar the bank of the iivtx, and maklDg a mark) 
on the ground with his. knife, declared that his pa* 
fience was quite exhai^ed by what he had been Wit*- 
flefft to at Mefuah and Dixan ; and irhow Salootne^ or 
any otlier man belonging to the Naybe^ offered to 
fail thjtt mark, he would bhid him hand and foot, 
and carry liim^ to a place where he iboold be left 
tied to a tree, a pr^ to the lion and hyxi*% 
They aU returned, aao tneie our travellers persecution 
from the Navbe ended, fint it was verv evident, frooi 
Achmet's behaviour and difcourie^ had they gone by 
I)obarwSy which was the road propofed bv the Naybe^ 
thcT fu£ferings would not have been as yet half iiniuiad, 
nnlefs they had ended with the'r lives* 

They reniained under a tree feven feet and a half in 
diameter during the night of the 25th. Mr. Bruce faj^sf 
it will be to hin) a ftation ever memorable, as the nrft 
where he recovered apportion of that tranquillity of mind, 
to which he had been a ftranger ever fmce his arrival at 
Mafuah. 

On the 26th, at (even in the morning, they left their 
moft pleafant quarters under the tree, and fet forward 
fvitli great alacrity. About a quarter of a mile from the 
river they croficd the end of the plain Zarai. Though 
this is but three miles long, and one where broadeft, 
it was the largeft plain they had fccn fince their 
paffing Taranta, whofe top was now covered wholly with 
large, black, and very heavy clouds, from which they 
heard and faw frequent peals of thunder, and violent 
ftreams of lightning. This plain was Town partly with 
wheat, partly with Indian c^^tn ; the gift was cut down^ 
the other not yet ripe. - 

, - '^ t 4 Oa 



Digitized 



by Google 



s^6 SHAW*» ABRIDGEMENT OF 

On the »7th ifysy kft Hadawi, eontiniikig thcfr j«uf!>cy 
down a very fteep and narrow path tuetweoi toD ttmy 
kills ; then afcended one ftlll Kigher, upon the tisp of 
which ftaiids the large villiige of Gowobubba, wmaiut 
Ibey bad a jprofpe^ over a coofidexable ^in all &Kiim 
with the ditterent grain this country produoes^ ,whe«^ 
barley, tef^ and toc^{^p; fimfin^ {otk^ti »nA MMik4 
die laft is bfed for oil. 

At fiye. o'olpck in the afternoon^ ^tmy had a Solent 
Jhow^r of hailftonet. Nothing is asore cowmoak th«9 
^gravation about the fiae of hail ^ but» ftocping to take 
vp one, Mr. Bx«ce thought as large at s^ ntttoMrg, he re» 
ccived a blow from aaother juft under hiis e^e, which he 
imagined luld blinded him« and whi^ occanooed a Cwd* 
ling 911 the next day. 

Yaiioei.doHng the four days Mr. "Bfucc had ftaid at 9 
i»hice calM KeUo, hud told him his whok Mftory. U 
AL-ms he had been fettled in a psoviace of Abfrffinia, ivar 
to Sennan, ealkd Ras ei Feel ; had mmed Afai^l jH- 
feel* the Shekh't dangbter; but, growisg moee popedar 
llian bit faitfacr-in-law« hit h»d been porfecuied by ikim* 
juid ditliged to Ic^ve |he cquotty. He be^an Mir tm 
form hopQs^ thiut« if'Mr. fauce was well ffeceived^ as he 
iaw^ in all appearance, lie W4i9^.tb he, he might* by his 
intoceft, be appointed to hie ^ther-in-law^s pjace; efpe- 
^a&y if diese was war» a»cv^ thing ftetaed to sndica:e« 
Ahd d JiHeel wa» a «owaid, aod incaMble^cf making 
himfelf of perfonal vake t# any parqr. Qa the eentfafly^ 
Yafine was a tried mao/ m cwdloRt hoifeman, fisong^ 
aftive, and of known courage, having been twice with 
the late king Y^ttS in his e^vaiiaas of Sennaar* and ^ 
both times m«ch woundad there. 

Oa the 5th of December, ih^ b^gan &rft to fee th« , 
fci£^ moantains of Ad6wa» RpUiing xe&ailding in {joistpa 
to thofe of Europe, ftor, indeed^ any other country:*' 
Hieir fides w^e all p^^rpeixdicttlai epcks, hie^h like 
fteeples, or ebcliflu, and hrdken inlo a thtto^d S^SMot 
forms. 

They next jpa&d the Marebi whifk is 4e boundanf 
between Tigte ted the Bs^arna£a{h^ oa libis fide, u 
runs over a bed of foil ; i^ large* a«ep, and fmoodi ; but, 
upon rain falling* it is mo|% dangerovis so paf;i than any 

river 
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ri^er&i Afayffinia, on accosat of ibe ffeqoAit holes in ifs 
honom. Tkey then entered the ntrraw p}aia of Yeeba» 
wherein runs the fnuili riTer« whkk either gives hs xuane 
to, or likes it from st. 

At dem o'clock, they refted by the fide of the motiiv 
tain whence the river falla. Ail the yilla^ that had 
been built here bore the marks of the juftice of the go»* 
vwtior of Tigre. Thsy had hoca long the inoft incor- 
fi^ble lundicti i» die proirtnoe. He furroonded thena 
in one night, bmmt their honfes, eitirpated fhc infaaiii* 
tants, and would never i\x£ka nay fioe fiace ao iSnOt 
there. 

On Wednefday the 6th of December, they again pro* 
oe^ded on their journey* and in aboor three hours tcas^el* 
Uxkg on a very pleafast noiad, over eafy hiilt and througji 
, hrage-row8 of jenkminQ, honeyfnckles, and many kinds of 
flowerinr ihrubs, they ardfed at Adoira» whoie onee Pf^ 
£ded Michael Suhul, gioveraor of Ti^. 

Adowa is fitu;^ed on. the docHvity of a htH» os the 
weft X fide of a fmaH plain fttrrovoded every wheie hyt 
BMMintaiiiv. This plain is watered by thiee xivukl;s wbieh 
are never dry in the mtdft of fummec ^ There are fifli 
in thefe three ftieami/ but none of them ran^able for. 
their fiae, Kjazxttity, or goodneft. The beft aie ihofe «f 
Mai Gogua, a clear and pleafant rivulet, rmuung very, 
ifiofendy and with great aoife. There are many agnce^i 
aMe fpots to the fouth-^eaft of At convent, on the ban^ 
q£ this river, which are thsok-lhaded with wood and^ 
fanihet. Adowa co'nfifts of afaont 300 houfe^, and occn^ 
pie^ a much larger fpace thao would be thought necei&cjr. 
for thele to ft^ind on, fay xea£m that each hottfe has an 
lAcUfure round it of he(^;et asd trees; the laftxhicfiy 
the waneey. The number of thefe trees fo planted in all. 
the towns, fcieen them fo, diat, at .a diftaace, they ttH 
pear lb many woods. Adowa was not Ibnneriy the 
capital of Tigre, but has aocidenrally beeome fp opoa 
the acceifion of this governor, whofe property, or ^ 
temal e(late, lay in a^ about it. His maniion-hoafe ia 
not difttnguifhed from any of the others m the town, Ur- 
iels by its fiae; it is fitoated upon the top of the hlU^ 
and refembles a jprifon rather than a» palace; for ^e«e 
are in and about xt above three hoodied perfoos tft irons^ 
,15 fame 
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fome of whom have beea there for twenty yea«, m >ftl)r 
.with a view to extort money from them; and, what w 
the moft unhappy, cvcti when they have paid the fum of 
money which he a&s, they do not get their deliver- 
-ancc from his ihercilefs hands ; moft of them are kept in 
Jcageff like wild beafts, and treated every way in the fame 
manner, ' 

- Wfeat'dcfervedly interefted our travellers moft was, 
the apj)earance of their kind and hofpi table landlord, 
Janni. He had lent fervants to condu^ them from the 
pafliage of the river, and met them himfelf at the outer- 
door of his houfe. Mr. Bruce fays he does not remember 
to have feen a more refpedlable ngure. He had his own 
ihort white hair, covered with a thin muflin turban, a 
thick well-ihaped beard, as white as fnovv, down to his 
waift. He was clothed in the Abyflinian drefs, all of 
* white cotton, only he had a red filk fafh, ^embroidered 
vith gold, about his waift, and fandals on his fect^ his 
oppcr garment reached down to his ancles. He h^d a 
number of fervants and Haves about him of both fe^tes ; 
and, when Mr. Bruce approached him, he feemed <fif- 
pofed to receive him with marks of humility and infe- 
riority, which mortified him much, confidering the obli- 
gations he was under to him, the trouble he had given, 
and was unavoidably ftill to give him. Mr. Bruce cm- 
braced him with great acknowledgments of kindnefs and 
gr^itude, calling him father ; a title he always uied in 
faking either to fiim or of him afterwards, when he 
was in higher fortune, which he conftantly remembered 
with great pleafure. 

He conduced them through a court yard planted with 
jeifamine, td a yery neat, and, at the fame time, large 
K)om, furnifhed with a fiik fofa ; the floor was covered 
with Perfian carpets and cuihions. All round, flowers 
and green leaves were ftrewed upon the outer yard ; and 
the windows and :fides of the room ftuck full of ever- 
greens, in commemoration of the Chriftmas feftival that 
was at hand. Mr. Bruce ftopped at the entrance of this 
room ; for hip feet were both dirty and bloody, and 
it is not good-breeding to (how or fpeak of your 
feet in Abyffinia, cfpecially if any thing ails them, and, 
ar all tines^ they £jre covered, Jaiimi immediately per- 
ceived 
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ceiled the wounds that were apon his fta. Both their 
cloaths and flefti were torn to pieces at Taranta, and fi>- 
vcral other places; but he thought they had come on 
mules furniOied them by the Nay be. For the yonng 
man Mr. Bruce had fent to him from K,ella, f«« lowing 
the genius of his countrymen, tho* telling truth was ju5 
as profitable to him as lying, had chofen the latter, and 
feeing theihorfc; he had got from /the Eaharna-alh, had 
figured in his own imagination, a multitude of others, 
and told Janni jh^t there wore with Mr. Bruce horfes, 
afles, and mules in great plenty ; fo that when Janni faw 
them paffing the water, he took our traveller for a fer- 
vsmt, and expefted, for fevcral minutes, to fee the fplendid 
company arrive^ well mounted upon horfes and mules 
caprifo&ed. 

He was fo ihocked at Mr- Bruce's faying, that he 
performed this terrible- journey on foot, that he borft 
into tears, uttering a tfaoufand reproaches againft the 
Naybe for his hard-oheartednefs and ingratitude^ as he 
had twice, as be faid, hindered Michael from going in 
perfon and fwecping the Naybe from the face of tl^ earth. 
Water was immediately procured to wafli their fc«-'t, 
Aad here began another contention, Janni infifted upon 
doing this himfelf^ which made Mr. Pruce ron out into 
the yard, and declare he would not fuffer it. After thi5» 
the like diipute took place among the fervants. It v as- 
always a ceremony in AbyffinTa, to walh the feet of thofe 
that come from Cairo, and who are underftood to have 
been pilgrims at Jerufrilem. 

This was no fooner finfihcd. than a great dinner was 
brought, exceedingly well dreffed. But no confidcration 
or intreaty could prevail upon their kind landfcrd to fit 
down fiud partake with them. He vvould ftand all the 
time, with a clean towel in his hand, though he had 
plenty of fervants ; and afterwards dined with fome vi» 
litors, who had come out of curiofiry, to fee a man ar* 
irived from fo far. It was long before Mr, Bruce cured 
his kind landlord of thcie refpeftfnl pbfervances, which 
ttoubied him very much, nor could Janni wholly ever' 
get rid of them. 

Adowa is the feat of a very valoablc manufaflure of 

coarfe cotton cloth, which circulates all over AbyfTiuia 
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inftcad of filver money ; each web is fixteen peek long 
of I i widths their value a pauka ; that is, ten for the 
ounce of gold* The boufes in Adowa are all of rough 
ftone, cemented with mud inftead of morter. That of 
lime is #.ot ufed but at Gondar, where it is very bad. 
The roofs are in the form of cones, and thatched with 
a reedy fort of grafs, fomething thicker than wheat 
firaw. Excepting a few fpots taken notice of as they 
came to Adowa, this was the only part of Tigre wher^ 
there was foil fufficient to yield com ; tha whole of the 
province .beiides is one entire rock* ^ 

At Adowa, and all the neighbourhood, they have 
three harvdls annually. The firft feed time is in July 
and Auguft; it is the principal one for wheat, which* 
they then fow in the middle of the rains. In the fam^- 
&afon they fov tocufib, tcW,' and barley. From the 
2oth of November, they reap firft their barley, then 
their wheat* and laft of all their teff> In the room of 
^fe they fow immediately upon the fame ground, with- 
out my manure, barley, which they res^ in February ; 
4nd then often ibw teff, but more freoueAtly a kind of 
.teitch, or pea, called Shimbra'; thele are cut dowa 
Ib^fore the nrft rains, which are in^ April. With alt 
thcfe advantages of triple harvefls, which coft no fallow*^ 
liigt weeding, manure, or other expensive prooeifes^ 
t^ &rmer in Abyifinia is always poor and miferable. 

The cattle roam at difcretion throagh the monntaias. 
TI^'Herdfmen fet fire to the grafs, bent, and bfolhwoody 
Jtefpre die rains, and an amazing veidure immcdiatly 
fpllowt. As the mountarnsL are very fteep and broken, 
goats Ut chiefly the flocks that graxe upon them. It i» 
not tKt elKeme height of the mountains in Abyffinia 
that occafions forprife, but the number of thtm» and 
the extraordinary forms they prefent to the eye. Some 
of them are i(at, thin, and fquare, in fhape of a hearth* 
jflone, or flab« that fcarce would' leem to have bafe fuf- 
ficknt to rcfift the a^ion of the winds. Some are like 
jiyranttds, others like obeUlks or prifins, and fome, -the 
aaoft extraordinary of all the tm, pyrtoxids pitched 
upon their points, with their bafe uppermoft, whieh,^ 
jil it wtie fwkUy as k is not, they could have been Po 
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fermed in ^e bQgin«tiiig» would be ftrong objc^Hoas t9 
•or rftcetved ideas of gravity* 

On the loth of January^ '770* Mr. Bnicc Tifitfid tho 
jFenaias of the Jef«](s. convent of Fremona. It ia bnih 
iq»OA the even lidge of a very hig^ hill, in the iqlddUi 
o^* a large plain, oo the oppofttc fide of whieh ftandt A« 
eloMra* It rifes from the caft to the we^ and ends in a 
pcecipice on the &A i it i»alfo very fteep to the norths 
and dopes g^itly down to the plain on the Cbnth. Thft 
coavent it d)out a mile in circomferenos, boik fub« 
ftaatiallf with ftoncs, which are cemented with lime* 
asorcer. It has towers in the fUnks and angles i and» 
notwithftanding the ilKufagio it ha9 fufFered, the walls 
Kfliafn ftill entire to the height of twenlj^five feet. It 
is divided into thuoe, hy crolk walls of aqnal height* 
T^e ^k dlvifion feems to hjwe been deikiaed for the 
convent , the middle for the churchy sad the thiol divi» 
lion ia %aratod hom diis hy a wail, and ftands upon a 
a precipice. 
^ The kindnefs, hofpitjdif|r» aod iadierly €VQ of Junu 
aevcr cealed a moment* Ha bail alieaoly repreicnted 
Mr. Bnice in the moft fayoorahle U^t ta thelteghe, or 
ooeen^mother, 'j[wh ic fervjint he hod long been) to her 
daughter^Oxoro BBher, and Osoro Atlaih ; and, above; 
;lI1, to Michaiei, with whom his influence was very 
great; and, indeed, to every body he hadaa^ weight 
with, his own coiHitryiaen, Creeks, AhyffiniaRs( and 
Mahometans; and, as they afterwards £Duiid» he had 
laifed their curiofity to a great pitch* 

On (he 17th, our tfJveUers iet iHit from Adowa, aes 
iumifig their joum^ to Gondar ; and, on the irBth, ia 
the morning, they aibend^ one of thcfe hilis» thffnigh 
a very rough fiony road, and again came into the 
plain, wherein ftood Axom> onoe^ tie capital of Aby£»> 
finia* The rains of Axam are very exteafivfe; hat^ 
like the cities of locient timet, confiiit altqsethef oi' 
public buildings* In one fquare, whidi Mr* fimce ap- 
prehend^to have been the center of the town, there are ' 
forty obeliika, none of which'* hava ai^ hierogiyphiea 
upon them* 

Axnm is watered by a foudl fltMm, which flows aii ^ 
tlie year &om a fouatain in the narrow valley, where 
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ftand xY.e rows of obelifks. The fpring is received into 
a niagiitfic;ent bafon of i go. feet fquarc, and thence it it 
carried, at pleafure, to water the neighbouring gardens, 
where there- is little fruit, excepting pomegranates » r ci- 
ther are thefe very excellent. The prefent town of Ax- 
urn (lands at the foot of the hill, and may have about 
iix hundred hqufes. There are feveral manufactures 
of coarfe cotton cloth ; and here too the beft parch- 
ment is niade of goats ikms, which is thedrdmary em- 
ployment of the monks. On the 1 9th of January, by a 
meridian altitude; of the fui>, and a mean of feveral alti- 
tudes of^ftars by night, Mr. Bruce found the.Iatitudc of 
Axum to be r 4** 6^ 36 " nortb* 

On the morning of the acth of January, Mr. Bruce 
left Axum; the road was at fitft fufiiciently even, through 
fmall rallies and meadows ; they began to afcend gently^ 
but through a road exceedingly difficult in itfelf, by 
reafon of lacge flones Handing • on edge, or heaped one 
upon another ; apparently the remains of an old large 
caufeway, part of the magnificent works about Axum. 

The laft part of the journey .made ample amende for 
the difficuities and fatigue they had fufFercd in the be- 
ginning. For the road, on every lidc, was perfumed 
wiih V4riety of flowering (hrubs, chiefly different fpecie> 
of Jeflamine; one in particular of thefe called Agam, 
impregnated the whole air with the moft delicious o- 
dour,^ and covered the fmall hills through which they 
pafled,! in fuch profufion, that they were, at times, al- 
TOoft overcome with its fragrance." The country all 
Kound had now the moil beautiful appearance, and this 
was heightened by the fineft of weather, and a tempera- 
ture of air neither too hot nor too cold. . 

Soon after our travellers had loil fight of the ruins of 
this ancient capital of Abyfiinia, they overtook three 
travellers driving a cow before them ; they had black 
goat (kins upon their (houlders, and lances and fhields 
m their hands, in other refpcds were hut thinly cloath- 
ei ; they appeared to be ,.foldicrs. The cow did not 
Teem to be fatted for killing, and it occurred to our 
travellers that it had been ftolen. This, however, was 
not their buflnefs, nor was fuch an occurrence at all re- 
ijiarkable in a country fo long engaged in war. They 
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&v that their attendants attached tbemfehes in a prarti* 
cuLar manner to the three foldiers who were driving the 
cow, smdhelda ftiort converfation with them. Soon 
after, the drivers fuddenly tript up the cow, and gave the 
poor animal a very . rude fail upon the ground, which 
was but the beginning of her fufierings. One of them 
fet acrofs her neck, heading down ncr head by the 
horns, the other twjfted^he halter about her forefeet, 
whik the third, who had a knife in his hand, to Mr.- 
Brace's very great furprife, in place of taking her by 
the throat, got^ aftride upon her belly before her hind* 
legs, and gave a very deep wound in the upper part of 
her buttock. From the time Mr. Bruce had feen them 
throw the bcjUl upoii the ground, he had rejoiced, 
thinking, that when three people were killing a cow, 
they mull have agreed to fell part of her to them ; and 
Iw was much difappointed upon hearing the Abyffinians 
fay, that they were to pafs the river to the other fide, 
and not encamp where he intended. Upon Mr. Bruce's 
pBopofing they (hould bargain for part of tlie cow, his 
men anfwered, what they had already learned in con* 
verfation, that they were not then to kill her, that ihe 
was not wholly theirs, and they could not fell her. 
This awakened Mr. Bmce's curiofity ; he let his people 
go forward, and Aaid himfelf, till he faw, with the 
ntmod aflonifhmcnt, tw.o pieces, thicker and longer 
than our ordinary beef (beaks, cut out of the higher part 
of the buttock of the beaft. How it was done he can- 
*not politively fay, becaufe judging the cow was to be 
killed from the moment he faw the knife drawn, he was 
not anxious to view that cataftrophe. which was by no 
means anobje^l of curioiity ; whatever way it was done, 
it ftifely was adroitly, and the two pieces were fprcad 
upon the outfide of one of their fliields. 

One of them flill continued holding the head, while 
the other two were bufied in curing the wound. This 
too was done not in an ordinary manner; the ikin 
which. had covered the ilefli that was taken away was 
left entire, flapped over the wound, and was faften.ed 
to the correfponding part by two or more fmall (ken^ers, 
or pins. Whether they had put any thing under the 
fkin between tliat and the wounded fleihj Mr. Bmce can*. 

not 
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aot tell; but at the river iiovfhete^ttjvKse^ Atj itA 
piepved a cat^afm of daj* widi vhich tht^eomuti 
the wottad; tbcy then foeced the aaimal to life, and 
drove it 0X1, Jaifi£^re theou to fonufh thea wich a fjoUer 
meal whea they (kouid meet their coospantoas ia die 
evening. 

Mr.Braee eoald not bat admire a dianer ibtrui|r 
ipidief -like* aor did he i^er fee fiy comiaodiotts a aian« 
aer of canyiag provifions along on die road as this was. 
He aatiirally attribofed this to aecefitf, aiui the love 
of expediti«s. It waa a Ubefty» to be fun, takea witk 
Chrmtanitjr; but vrbat traafgrefitdn ia not warranted toi 
a foldier when dtftrcfled by mt enemy in tha field ? He 
could net as yet conoeive dat this w» theordtnay 
banquet of cidzcBs» and einen of piieftai duoughoot ail 
thift connii^. in the hofpiiable^ avaaae hoafe of Jan- 
ai, diefe hvtag fnR% had never appeared. It ia nroie 
they had i^en raw meat, but ao part of an animal torn 
from it with the blood* The fizft ihoeked them aa aB*>^ 
^oflimoa, but the other as impious. 

On the 2och> they pkcbed their teat in a fiaall plaia» 
by the banks of 2 qmck cfear mining ftrctm ; the %at 
n ealled Mai Shaob A pea&nt had mfde a ver^ aeat 
little gardca on beds fiibn of iha rimdet, in aphiach he 
had (own abuadaact of easoas and*gaiiie, aad he had 
a feecies of pomkin, which Mr* finiee thought was fittir 
inkriof to a mekM^ Thts man goeffed by dieir anaa 
aai harfei that they wcie hunters, aad he btoaglit them' 
a pre£ent of the fruits of his garden^ aad begnd fheia 
affidaace agatnjft a aamher of wild boam, which earrioi 
havoe aad dc&tatioa tkroapk ail hit iaboan, 'maiks of 
which wete* iadeed, too viftUt every where. Saeh hi-^ 
ibaces of iadaffcry are very rare in thtts couatry, and dev 
maaded enccuragpaent. Mr. Brcee oaad hsm, them*' 
fore, for his grctm ; aad fent two of his fervaats with 
him into the wood, and got on hodeback himfell. 
Mirza, his horie, indeed, at well as hit mafter, had ie«> 
cruited greally dariaj^ their ftty at Adowa^ aadec the 
hofpitable roof of their good friend Jaaai. n - 

Amongft them they killed five boiura, aM larg^ onesi, hn 
the £f^ of Aont two hours ; one of which meafncd fix 
feet aiac inches; aod» thoogbhexaaat aaamaziag^med 
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- tme mSes, £» a« to be with difficulty evertakofi %y 
iHm hocie, and wa« ftvuck through-and ihiough with twa 
JM^vy j«fiOQ» loaded at the end wuh iroq> do. perfon dared 
l^i^oaie nwr bim oo foot, and he dieieAded himfelf Aovc 
half aa hour^ tiU^iiaving no Uneos \e{\, Mr* fiiuoe d%Qt 
Jiila wkh ahorfe p^ftoi. But the misfortune wa$, thac 
aliet U)iHr hunting had been crowned with (nA fuccefs* 
ihev did iioc.4are to p9f|ake of the excellent venifon dief 
.had acqfiiiod ; for w Abyffinians hold pork of all kin^ 
in ihtvt^fapfk dateltatioa ; and ouf traveikv wss now be^ 
^OBie cautjous* left he (hould give offeaoe* being «C ft> 
float dif^ange from the capital* 

la the cdur& o£ their iovraey^ Mr. Brace heard a cry 
IroashiB fervants^ *' Robbers! Robbers!" He iiBined>- 
iktely got npoA .his mule to leara what aiarm thbaai^ 
be, and faw, to his great furprifej. part of his baggage 
fti^vied OB the crowed, thefervants conning, fame lead* 
ix^% ocbeison fnot d»vif^ fuch of their mules as weoe 
n^^oi^ed befoce tbon ; ia a word, every thing in the 

rtteft oGiof^fi^ pciffihle. Having got to the edge of 
wood, ihey faoi4 abont, and h^n t0 piepaxe their 
fiK-^Tmsi but a^ Mr. Bruce faw the king's two (ervants^ 
and the map that Jaoni fent with them endeavouring aH 
«hey could to pitch the tent, he forbade them to ii«^ 
iill tbey Ihonld receive odrders from him. Mr. Bmoia 
mm jrode iminediately op to the tent, and in hia way 
waa falot^d fr^m acMOg ibe buftes With many ftdn«3^ 
snoe of wMd |;ave him a vioient blow upon die fioot^ 
At the fame snftantf he ae(ioiv.ed another blow with a 
fisall untipe jpnmpkin, JMft ttpcm th« belly, wdica he waa 
ftrongly defended by the coaffe cotton cloth wrapped &# 
veml times ah^vt bi:ni by vmy of faih or girdle. As rob- 
^era 6^ with other wnns than pumpluns, when Mi^ 
Bruce faw this jaU alhis feeft, he was no longer noief 
tppiiehefifioft*. 

NotMCiChftaadiiig this difi^eeaUe leoeptioii, mif tnb- 
seUcf adtvaaced towards them, fSfying out, tkiy vfttt 
frieskis, and i^Miehfiersfiaenda; aoddefijcd only to 
ipcak t0 them« and he would giwe ^em what they waati- 
od. A few tones w$f e ihe only anfwcr , but they did ftt 
hvjFt. Mr. Brace then gave Yatftne hk gun, thinking 
th«t might have pvm omcc. The aoD of the test b^ 
gi^ now up, two mttK^ c^mdc forward making great coui« 

pluniiA. 
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f>laiBts, but of what he did not ond^ftand, only that 
they fcemcd to accnfc our travellers of' having wronged 
theia. In fliort^ they found the matt^rr was thk : one 
of the Moors had taken a heap of ktnW which he was 
carrying to his afs^ and the pcopnetof ^ at feeing tMs» 
had alarmed the village* Eveiy body had taken lances 
and fhields ; but, not darng to approach for fear of the 
firearms, they had contented fhemfrlves with fiiower^ 
ing Hones from their Riding- places, at a diftancc from 
among the bufhes. Oar travellers immediately told 
them, however, that though, as the king's gueft, they 
had a title to be furnifhed with what wa& nceffary^ y^t^ 
if they were averfe to it, they were vfery well content to 
pay for every thing they furnifhed,. both forhismcft 
and beads ; but that they mud throw no ftones, othef*» 
wife they fhould defend themfelyes. 
" The tent being now pitched, and every thbg in order, 
a treaty foon followed. They confencd to fell them 
what they wanted, but at extravagant prices, which 
however, Mr. Bruce was content to comply with. 
£nt a man of the village, acquainted with one of the 
king's icrvaats,; had commiuiicated to him^ that the pvev 
fence of the Moor's tak<ng the draw was not really the 
reafon of the uproar, for they made no ufe of it except 
to burn ; but that a report had been fpread abroad, tint 
an allien, had happened between Faftland Kas Michael, 
in which the latter had been defeated, and the country 
no longer in fear of the Ras, had indulged themfelves in 
their ulual excdOfes, and, taking them for a caravan of 
Mahometans with merchandife, had refolved to irob 
them. . ^ 

On the* 2 id, they arrived at the town of Si r^, and 
pitched their tent in a Itrong iituatioQ, in a very deep 
-gulley on the weft extremity of the town. 

Sird, the province properly fo called, reaches from 
Axum to the i acazzd. The town of Sire is fituated oii 
the brink of a very ftecp, narrow valley, and throu^ 
this the road lies, which is almoft imj^flable. In the 
tnidft of this valley runs a brook bordei^ed with pa]m« 
trees, fome of which are grown to a confiderable fize, 
but bear no fruit. The town is larger than that of Ax* 
mm ; it is in form of a half-mooa fronting the plain, bu| 
• ^'. its 
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its greateft breadth is at the weft end ; all the houfes are 
jof clay, and thatched ; the roofs are in form oY cones^ 
as» indeed^ are all in Abyffinia. Sird it famous fort 
nanafa^ure of ooarfe cotton cloths, whieh pfs for cun 
rent money through all the province of Tigrc, and are 
valued at a drachm, the tenth part of a wakea of gold, 
or near the valae of an imperial dollar each ; their 
breadth is a yard and quarter. . Befidcs thefe, beads, 
. needles, cohol, and incenfe at times only, are coniider* 
ed as money. The articles depend grcady on chance, 
which or whether any are current for the time or not; but 
the latter is often demanded ; and, for the firft, there are 
modes and faihions among thefe barbarians, and all, ex« 
cept thofe of a certain colour and form, are tifeleA* 
Thefe people were not of a humour to buy and fell with 
them. They ^cre not "perfcdtly fatis6ied that Michael 
was alive, and waited only a confirmation of the newt 
of hi:» defe4r, to make their own terms with all itrangerf 
unfortunate enough to fall into their hands. On the 
other hand, our travellers were in pofTeilion of fupcrior 
force, aid , knowing their indmations, they tfcated them 
pretty much in the manner they would luive done by 
them. iMr. Brace, on the « 2d of January, determined 
Ihe latitude of Sir^ to be 14** 4'55"north^ and iis longi* 
tudc to be 38*^ o ' i'5 f ' eaft of the meridian of Giwenwiclu 
' A'tHough Sfrie is Htuated in one of the fined, countries 
iti the world, *lifc«-otber places, it has its inconvcniencles. 
Ptttrid kvtr$f of the very worft kind, arc almdft conftant 
here; and there did then actually reign a fpecies of thefe • 
that daily iW'ept away a number of people. 

At ^ire our travellers heard the good news that Ra» 
Michael, on the idth of this month, had come up with 
Fafilat Fagitta, and entirely difperfed his army, after 
killing 10.000 men. This account, though not confirm- 
ed by any authority, ftruck all the mutinous of this pro- 
vince with awe; and every man returned to his duty for 
fear of incurring' the difplcafurc of this fevere governor, 
which they well knew would inftantly be followed by 
more than an adeqwate portion of vengeance, cfpeciaHy 
againft thofe that had not accompanied him to the field. : 

On the 24th, they ftruck their tent at Sire, and paffed 
ttrougb a yaft plaivi,' * All this day they:could difccrn no 

mountain^. 
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^•ooi»tii$> IS fax ai fye^ould fe«cfc» bnt Qifly ioniefcw^ 
deUkcbed biH«, ftitoidti^ -fepaeite on the plaiti* tasn^xtd 
w^h hafgh:grftft> >which (tbeir weroihon burning* to pror 
dttoe new whh ifhe firft xwfi!i« Tbe CMVIry H> the aimb 
i» alto»gethei ilat« and pc^fcSly open ^ and tkoix^ dMy 
could not direov«r ono vslii^ thv ^9[y« yea it fevtod t» 
be wett-iohabnod, from the imnjr people they Air oa 
difieoent pacts of (he pUtn, fomc at htrveft, ^nd foni 
herding theUr c«ttk« 

On the 26th ovr traveUers nst a defertev firom Km 
Michadi'» afin/;, ivith hia fifekx^ t^>o» hii feouidar* 
drivftog befofiB him two mifeaUe guds afoot ten yeara 
old, ftark-naked, acid aloieA famimedio deaths die pa«t 
of the ho^y whidi had falleii to hta4i«ro in laj^ag wafts 
the country of MsdtOu^ after die batde. Thef t&cA 
hi^ of the troth of this tie*^*^ hot he would ttve diem ao 
£Hi«fa6k>n ; fonneiiases he /aid iheiie had been a hattk» 
femetmes aone. He appaientl^ had mat difiKoftt dial 
toje or other of the £1^, beiw allowed to be trae^ mgjbk 
defetoiine them as tofome defign tiey^ ni^t hare upcnr 
liim and hit bootf« He hod iioC» in dicir opinion, tha 
JUf of a conqueror, hot radier of a coward that had fwak^ 
«d awajTi aadftoleBtheTetwoauierabiowietehes he had 
wkhhua. Mr. BniceafkedudioieMkhaQl waa? Ifat 
Buru ? where^ upon defeat of Fafil^ he aatoraUy would 
be. He faid» No ; he was at Xhaha, the capitid of Mait- 
iha ; and thb gave our travelkxs no light, it beinff the 
place he wboki go to bdbre, while detachments of his 
army miglu be easploycd in buniiag and laying vafto 
the country of die enemy he had detwmined to rain, raM 
ther than retam tt> it fome tfraie after tbe battle. At laft 
they were obliged to leave htm. Mr. Bruce gave hina 
feme flour and tobacco, both whidi hejtook very thank<* 
fiiily ; but farther intelligence he would not give. 

On the 30th onr travellers encamped at Addergey, near 
a fmall rivulet called Mai-Lumi, the river of times, ox 
knftonsy in a plaia fcarce a mile iouare^ furrouoded oft 
each fide with very thick wood in toxm of an amphitbe* 
acve. Above this wood, ase bare, rugged, and bancia 
moantains. , Midaray in the cliff is a miferable village^ 
diat feems rather to hang than to Hand there, icaree a 
yard of level gcound being before it to hit^det its inhahi-n 
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lants bbsw tiHShg dowa the ^focipice^ The nood is 
full of lemoiw and wild cmont« . from which it acqairet 
kft mme. Bdbtt the teatt* to the weftward». was a very 
deqi vaHef^ wiuch tenxaaatttd this litile plain In a tte« 

The hyaenas thisnight devoured one of the beft of one 
tfaveilers mules* They are here in greoit plenty, and fo 
are lions ; the vonring and grumbUng of the latter, in 
the part of the wood neareft their, tent,, greatly difhirbed 
their beaAs* and prevented them from eating their pt0'» 
vender. Mr* Bruce lengthened the (brings of his tent» and 
placed the beafts between them* The white ropes, and 
the tremulofis motion made by the imprefhon of the wind« 
frightened the lions from coining near them* They had 
procured from Janni two fmall brafs bells, fuch as the 
mules carry, and had tied thefe to the ftorm firings of the 
tent, where their noife^ no doubt, ereatly comrtboied 
lo the fafety o£ their beafh, from mefe ravenous, yet 
eautious animals, fo diat they never faw rhcm; bur the 
naife they made, and, perhaps, their fmell, fd terrific4 
Idle iBules, that, in the morning, they were drenched in 
fweat, as if they had been a long journey. The brutHh 
hyaena was not fo to be deterred. Mr. Bruce (hot one of 
ihtm dead on the night of the 5 1 ft of January, and on the 
ad of February, he fired at another fo near, that he Was 
confident of killing him. Whether the balls had fallen 
oat, x>r that he haul really nrifled him with the fiift bar* 
lel, he knew not, but he gave a fnarland a kind of bark 
opon the firft (hot, advancing dire6%ly upon him, as if 
nnhurt. The fecond (hot, nowever, took place, and 
laid htm without motion on the gtound. Yafine and 
his men killed another with a pike ; and fuch was their 
determined coolnefs, that they ftalked round about our 
travellers with ,th^ ^miliarity of a dog, or fome orthec 
dk>meftic animal brought up with man. 

They were dill more incommoded by a fmalter animal, 
rlarge, black ant, little lefs than an inch long, which, 
doming out from under the ground, demoli&ed their 
carpets, which they cut all into fhreds, and part pf the 
Itnine; of their tent likewife, and every ba2 or faok they 
emila find. Their bite caufes a confiderable inflamnw* 

tion. 
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tbii, and the pain is greater than that which arifcs from 
the bite of a icorpion ; they are called gumUnt* 

The ShBm> on the fird of February, fent his people to 
value, as he faid, their merchandife, that they might 
pav cuAoro. Many of the Moors, in their caravan, had 
Ictt tlwin to go a near way to Hanza. Mr* Bruce had 
at moft five or fixafies, including thofe belonging to Ya- 
fine. He humoured them fo far as to open the cafes 
where were the telefcopes and quadrant, or, indeed, ra- 
ther (hewed them opep, a» they were not (hut from the 
obfervaiion he had been making. They could only 
wonder at things they had ncY<^r before feen. On the 2d 
of February the Shum came himfelf, and a violent alter- 
cation eiifued. He infifted upon Michael's defeat : Mr. 
Bruce told hihi the contrary news were true, and begged 
him to beware left it ihould be told to the Ras upon his 
return that he had propogated fuch a falfehood. He 
told him alfo, that they had advice, that the Ras's fer- 
vants were now waiting for them at Lamalon, and in£ft-> 
cd upon his fiiffering them to depart, . 

After much altercation with the Shum, on the 4th of 
February in the mojrning, they left Addergey. While 
employed in making ready for their departure, which 
was juft at the dawn of day, a hyaena, uafeen by any of 
th^m, faftened upon one of Yafine's aifes, and had al- 
moft pulled his tail away. Mr. Bruce was bufied at ga« 
thering the tent-pins into a fack, and had placed hia 
mu&et and bayonet ready againft a tree, as it is at that 
hour, and the clofe of the evening, you are always to be 
«n your guard againll banditti. A boy, who was fer- 
vant to Yafine, Jaw the hyaena firft, and flew to Mr. 
Brucc's mufket. Yafine was disjoining the poles of the 
ten*, and, hawing one half of the largcft in his hand, 
lie ran to the affiilance of his afs, and in th^it moment 
the muiket went ofi^, luckily charged with only one 
ball, wliich- gave Yafine a flcfh wound between the 
thumb and forefinger of his left hand. The boy inftant- 
ly threw down the mufket^ which had terrified thehyas- 
na, and made him let go the afs; but he flood ready to 
fight Yafme, who, not amufing himfelf with the choice 
of weapons, gave him fo rude a blow with the tei^t- pole 
U|?on his head, that it felled him to the ground ; others, 

witk 
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Witli pikes, ptot an end to his life. They were then" 
obliged to turn their cj^rcs towards the wounded* Ya- 
fine's wound was foon feen to be a trifle ; be(ides> he was 
a man not eafily alarmed on fuch occafions. But the 
poor afs was not {o eafily comforted. The dump remain- 
ed, the tail hanging by a piece of it, which they were 
obliged to cut off. The next operation was a^ual caute« 
ry ; but, as they had made no Bread for breakfaft, their 
fire had been early out. They therefore were obliged 
to tie the dump round with whip cord, till they could 
get fifie enough to heat an iron. 

What fufficiently marked the voracity of thefc beafts, 
the hyaenas, was, that the bodies of their dead compa- 
nions, which our travellers hauled a long way from them, 
land left there, were almoft entirely eaten by the furvi- 
vors the next morning : and Mr. Bruce then obferved, 
for the firft time, that the hyaena of this country was a dif- 
ferent {pecies from thofe he had feen in Europe, which 
had been brought from Alia or America. 

Oh the 4th of February, fhey continued their journey 
along the fide of a hill, through thick wood and high 
grafs ; then defcended into a fteep, narrow valley, the 
fides of which had been (haded with high trees, but in 
burning the grafs the trees were confumed likewife; and 
the (hoots from the roots were fome of them above eight 
feet high fincc the tree had thus fuffered that fame 
year. 

On the 8th, in the morning, they began afcending 
Lamalmon, through a very narrow road, or rather path, 
for it fcarcely was two feet wide any where. It was a 
ipiral winding up the fide of the mountain, always on 
thf verybrink of a precipice. Torrents of water, which 
in winter carry prodigious ftones-down the fide of this 
mountain, had divided this path into feveral places, and 
opened to our travellers a view of that dreadful abyfs be- 
low, which few heads can bear to look down upon. 
They were here obliged to unload their baggage, and, by 
flow degrees, crawl up a hill, carrying them little by lit- 
\e upon their flioulders round thefe chafms, where the 
oad^was interfered* The mountains grow flceper, the 
iths narrower, and the breaches more frequent as they 
"ccnded* Scarce ivere their mules, though unloaded,- 

able 
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abl^ to fcramble ur>,. bot were perpetvftlly feUifig ; aitd^ 
to increafc their difficuhies, wh^ch, in fuch cafes^ feldom 
come fingle^ a largie number of cattle was delcendinf » 
and ieemed to threaten to pulli them all into the gulf 
below. After two hours of conilant toil, at moc o*clock> 
they alighted in a fmall plain called Kedus, or St Mi« 
chael^ from a church and village of that name, iieithet 
beaft nor man being able to go a ftep farther. 

The plain of St Michael, where they now were, is at 
the foot of a fteep cliff which terminates the weft fide of 
Lamalmon. It is here perpendicular like a wall, and a 
few trees only upon the top of the cliff. Over this pre* 
cipicc flow two ftreams of water, \i'hich never ate dry, 
but run in all feafons. They fall into a wood at the bot-» 
torn of this cliff, and preferve it in continual verdure all 
the year, though the plain itfelf below is all rent in 
fhafms, and cracked by the heat of the fun. Thcfe two 
itreams form a considerable rivulet in tbe plain of St 
Michael, and are a ^reat relief both to men and cattle 
in this tedious and difficult {iliffage over the mountain* 

The air of Lamalmon is pleafant and tem})brate. I'hey 
hete found their appetite retum, with a chearfulnefs, 
li^htncfs of fpirits, and agility of body, which iddicit-* 
ed that their nerves bad again refumed their wonted tone, 
which they had loft in the low, poifonotis, and fultry 
air on the coaft of the Red Sea. llie fun here is indeed 
hot, but in the morning a cool breeze never fails, which 
increafes as the fun rifes high. Ifi the (hade it is always 
cool. 

Lamalmon, is the p^fs through which the foad of 
all caravans to Gondar lies. It is here they take ayi 
account of all baggaee. *and tnerchandife, which thnr 
tranfmit to the Negade Ras, or chief officer of the cuf- 
toms at Gondar, by a man whom they fend tO: accom« 
pany the caravan. There is alfo a prefent| or swide* 
due to the privata proprietor of the ground ; and this it 
levied with great rigour and violence, and, for the moft 
part, with injuftice; fo that this llation, which* by the 
eftablifhment of the cuftomhoufe, and neamtfs to tht 
capital, (hould be in a particular manner attended to by 
^vernment, is always the place where the Stft rofabr- 
lies and murders are committed in unftttled times. 

Tboogli 
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Though our travellers had nothing with them which could 
beconfidered as Aibjedto duty, thcy«fubmittcd every thing 
to the will of the robber of the place, and gave him his 
prefent. If he was not fatisfied, he fcemed to be fo, 
which was all they wanted. 

They had obtaitied leave to depart early in the morn« 
ing of the oth, but it was with great regret they were 
obliged to abandon their Mahometan friends into hands 
that feemed difpofed to fhew them no favour. The 
king was in Maitftia, or Damot, that is to fay, far from 
Gondar, and various reports were fpread abroad about 
the fuccefs of the campaign. Thefc people only waited 
for an unfavourable event to make a pretence for robbing 
travellers of every thing they had. The perfons whofe 
right it was to levy thefc contributions were two, a fa- 
tlSr and fon ; the old man was drefled very decently^ 
fpoke little, but fmoothly, and had a yery good carriage. 
He profeffed a violent hatred to all Mahometans, on 
account of their religion, a fentiment which feemed to 
promife nothing favourable to their friend Yafine and 
his companions; but,«n the evening, the fon, who feem- 
ed to be the ad^ive man, came to their tent, and brought 
them a quantity of bread and bouza, which his father 
had ordered before. He feemed to be much taken with our 
traveller's fire-arms, and was very inquiiitive about them, 
Mr. Bruce gave him every fort of fatisfaftion, and, little 
by little, faw he might win his heart entirely ; which he 
very much wifhed to do, that he might free his compa- 
nions horn bondage* 

The young man, it feems, was a good foldierj 
and, having been in feveral a£bions under Ras Mi- 
chael, as fufileer, he brought his gun, and infifted on 
fhooting at marks. Mr. Bruce humoured him in this; 
but as he ufcd a rifle which he did not underftand, he 
found himfelf overmatched, efpecially by the greatnefs 
of the range, for he (hot ftraight enough. JHe then 
Ihewcd him the manner they (hot flying, there being 
quails in abundance, and wild pigeons, of which he 
killed feveral on wing, which left him in the utmoll a^Ot 
nifliment. Having got on horfeback, Mr. Bruce next 
went through the exercife of the Arabs, with a long 
fpear and a ihort javelin. This was more within his 
•K comprehenfiooj 
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comprchenfion, as he had fccn fomcthing like it; 
but he was wonderfully taken with the fierce and fiery- 
appearance of his horfe, and, at the fame time, with 
^is docility, the form of his faddle, bridle, anid ac- 
coutrements. He threw at laft the fandals off his Feet, 
twifted his upper garment into his girdle, and fet 
off at fo furious a rate, that Mr. Bruce could not 
help doubting whether he was in his fober underftand- 
ing. It was not long till he came back, and with him 
a man fervant cauying a (beep and a goat, and a woman 
carrying a jar of honey- wine. Mr. Bruce had aot yet 
quitted the horfe; and when he faw what- his inten- 
-tion was, he put Mirza to a gallop, and, with one 
of the barrels of the gun, fhot a pigeon, and imme- 
diately fired the other into the ground. There was nothing 
after this that could have furprized him, and it was re- 
peated fevcral times at his deli re.; after which he went 
into the tent, where he invited himfelf to Mr. Brucc'« 
houfe at G ondar. ' I here he was to teach him every thing 
he had fcen. They bow (wore perpetual friendfliip; 
and a horn or twj of hydromel* being emptied, Mr. 
Bruce introduced the cafe of his fellow-travellers, and 
obtained a promife that they fhould have leave to dbt 
out together. He would, moreover, take no awidc, 
and faid he would be favourable in his report to 
Gondar. 

Matters were fo far advanced, when a fervant of Mi- 
chaels arrived, fent by Petro's, Janni's brother, who 
had obtained him from Ozoro Eflher. This put an end 
to all their difficulties. Our young foldier alfo kept his 
word, and a mere trifle of awide was given, rather by the 
Moor's own defire than from demand, and the report of 
the baggage, and dues thereon, were as low as could be 
wifhed. News was now brought them, that Ras Michael 
had aftually beaten Fafil, forced him to retire to the 
other iide of the Nile, and was- then in Majtiha, where it 
was thought he would remain with the army all the rainy 
feafon. This was ji ft what Mr. Bruce could have wifh- 
ed, as it brought him at once to the neighbourhood of 
the feu|^ce« of the^ile^ without the fmsSkA fhadow of 
&dr or danger. 

On 
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On the 9th of February, they took leave of the friends 
they had fo newly acquired at Lamalmon. They began 
to afcend what ftill remained of the mountain, which, 
though ftecp and full of bufhes, was much lefs difficult 
than that which they had paflcd. At a quarter paft fcven 
they arrived at the top of Lamalmon, which has, from 
below, the appearance of being (harp- pointed. On ihc 
contrary, they were much fwrprifed to find -there a large 
plain, part in pafture, but more bearing grain. It is fuil 
of fprings, and feems to be the great refei voir from whence 
arife moft of the rivers that water this part of Abyfl:ni<«. 
A multitude of ftreams iffue from the very fummit in aH 
direftions ; the fprings boil out from the earth in larg^e 
quantities, capable ot turning a mill. They plow, fow, 
and reap here at all feafons; and the hulbandman muft 
blame his own indolence, and not the foil, if he has not 
three harvefts. They faw, in one place, people bufy 
cutting down wheat ; immediately next to it, others at 
the plough ; and the adjoining field had green corn in 
the ear ; a little further, it was not an inch above the 
ground. 

The mountain is every where fo deep and high, that 
it is not enough to fay againft the will, out without the 
affiflance of thofe above, no one from below can venture 
to afcend. On the top is a large plain, affording plenty 
of paftare, as well as room for plowmg and fowing fgr 
the maintenance of the army ; and there is water, at all 
feafons, in great plenty, and even fifh in the ftreams 
upon it ; fo that, although the inhabitants of the moun- 
tain had been often befieged for a ccnfiderablc time to- 
gether, they fuffered little inconvenience from it, nor 
ever were taken unlefs by treafon ; except by Chriftopher 
de Gama and his Portuguc ,# who are laid, by their own 
hiftorians, to have ftormed thi's rock, and put the Maho- 
metan garrifon to the fword. No mention of this 
honourable conqueR is made in the anrals of AbyfBnia, 
though they give the hiftory of this campaign of Don 
Chriltopher in the life of Claudius^ or Atzenaf Se- 
gued. 
I On the loth, in the morning, they continued along 

I the plain on the top of Lamalmon ; and, afier havir g 
fuffered, with infinite patience and pcrfevcKmce, tj^e 
K a * hkrifbips 
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hardfhips and danger of this long and painful journey » 
at forty minutes paft ten they were gratified, 'at laft, with 
the fight of Gondar, and in the courfc of the next day ar- 
ri\'ed there. 

Abba Salama, of whom we fhall hereafter have occa- 
fion to fpeak, at that time filled the poft of Acab Saat, or 
guardian ofthejire. It is the third dignity of the church, 
and he is the firft religious officer in the palace. He 
had a very large revenue, and ftill a greater influence. 
He was a man exceedingly rich, and of the very worft 
life poffible ; though he had taken the vows of poverty 
and chaftity, it was faid he had at that time above 
feventy miftreiTes in Gondar. His way of feducing wo- 
men was as extraordinary as the number feduced. It 
was not by gifts, attendance, or flattery, the ufual means s 
employed on fuch occafions ; when he had fixed his dc- 
fires upon a woman, he forced her to comply, under pain 
of excommunication. He was exceedingly eloquent and 
bold, was a man of a pleafing countenance, fhort, and 
of a vhry fair complexion ; indifferent, or rather averfe to 
wine, but a monftrous glutton ; nice in what he ha^ to 
cat, to a degree fcarcely before known in Abyffiiiia ; 
a mortal enemy to all white people, whom he clafTed un- 
der the name of Franks, for which the Greeks, uniting 
their interefts at favourable times, had often very nearly 
ov^.rfet him. ^ . 

The next morning, about ten o'clock, Mr. Bruce, 
dreflfed in his Moorifti drefs, went to Ayto Aylo, and 
found him with feveral great plates of bread, melted 
butter, and honey, before him, of one of which he and 
our traveller ate ; the reft were given to the Moors, and 
other people prefent. There was with him a prieft of 
Kofcara, and they all fet ou.**or that palace as foon as 
they had finifhed breakfafn They paffed the brook of 
St Raphael, a fuburb of Gondar, where is the houfe of 
the Abuna ; and upon coming in fight of the palace of 
Kofcara, they all uncovered their heads, and rode flowly. 
As Aylo was all-powerful with the Iteghe, indeed her 
firft counfellor and friend, their admittance was eafy and 
. immediate. They alighted, and were fliewn into a low, 
room in the palace*. Ayto Aylo went immediately to 
the Iteghe, or quecn> to inquire about Welled Hawaryat, 

who 
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who was then ill, and his audience lafted two long hours. 
He returned to them with the news, that Welled 
. Hawaryat was much better, hy a medicine a .fa^nt 
from Waldubba bad given him, which confifted in feme 
chaia6le|s, written with common ink upon a tin plate, 
which charaftcrs were wafhed off by a medical liquor, 
and then given him to drink. It was agreed, however, 
tliat the complaint was the fmall pox, and the good it had 
^one him was, he ate heartily of brinJ, or law beef, after 
.it, Chough he had not ate before fince his arrival, but.called 
perpetually for drink. 

Mr. Bruce, before he entered on his charge of phyfi- 
cian, ftated to thofe prefent in the palace, the dif- 
agreeable talk now impofed upon him, a ftranger with- 
out acquaintance or prote^ion, having the language but 
imperfcftly, and without power or controul among them. 
•He profeffcd his intention of domg his utmoft, although 
the diieafe was much more ferious and fatal in this 
'Country than in his own ; but^he in(ifted one condition 
ihould be granted him, which was,, that no directions as 
•to regimen or management, even of the mo ft trifling 
kind, as they might think, fhould be fufiered, without 
•his permiiiion and fuperintendence, otherwife he vvaihed 
iris hands of the confequence. 

This being aflented to by all prefent, Mr. Bruce Alt 
the fervants to work. There were apartments enough. 
He opened all the doors and windows, fumigating them 
with incenfe and myrrh in abundance, and wafhed them 
with warm water and vinegar. The common and fatal 
iregimen in this country, and in mod parts in the eaft> 
has been to keep their patient from feeling the fmalleft 
inreath of air ; hot drink, a fire, and a quantity of cover- 
iag are added in Abyflinia, and the doors fhut fo clofe as 
«ven to keep the room in darknefs, whilft this heat is 
'further augmented by the conftant burning of can- 
dles* 

Ayabdar, Ozoro Altalh's remaining daughter, and the 
fon of Mariam Barea, were both taken Si at the fam« 
•time, and happily recovered, A daughter of Kafmati 
Boro, by a daughter of Kafmati Efhtds, died, and her 
mother, ^though (he fu^vived, was a long time ill aft^ 
wards. Ayabdar was very much marked^ fo was Mariam 
K 3 Bar^a'a- 
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Barea's fon. At t\is time, Ayto Confu, fon of Kafmatt 
Netcho by Qzoro Efther, had arrived from Tchcrkin, a 
lad of very great hopes, though not then fourteen. He 
came to fee his mother without my knowledge or- her's, 
and was infcftcd Jike^*ife. I.aft of all the infant child 
of Michael, the child of his old age, took the difeafe, 
and though the weaked of all the children, recovered 
beft. 

The patients, being all likely to do well, were re- 
moved to a large houie of Kafmati E(bte, which ftood 
ftill within the boundaries of K^fcam, while the rooms 
underwent another luftration and fumigation, after which, 
they all returned ; and Mr. Bruce got, as his fee, a pre- 
fent of the neat and convenient hou& formerly belonging 
to fiafha Euiebius, which had a feparate entry, without 
going through the palace. 

On the I oth of March, the army marched into the 
town in triumph, and the Ras at the head of the troops 
of Tigrd, He was bareheaded ; over his ftioulders, and 
down to his back, hung a pallium, or cloak, of black, 
velvet, with a filvcr fringe. A boy, by his right ftir- 
rup, held a filrcr wand of about nve feet and a half long, 
much like the itaves of our great officers at court. Be- 
hind him all the foldiers, who had flain an enemy aad 
taken the fpoilsfrom them, had'their lances and firelocks 
ornamentetl with fmall fhreds of fcarlet cloth, one piece 
for every man he had flain. Remarkable among all this 
multitude was Hagos, door-keeper of the Ras. This 
man, always well-armed and well-mounted,* had fol- 
lowed the .wars of the Ras from his iafancy, and had been 
fo fortunate in this kind of Tingle combat, that lus 
whole lance and javelin, horfe and perfon, were covered 
over with the Ihreds of fcarlet cloth. At this laft hat- 
tie of Fagitta, Hagos is faid to have flain eleven men 
with his own hand. Indeed there is nothing more 
fallacious than judging of a man's courage by the£c 
marks of conquefts. A good horfeman, armed with a 
coat of mail, upon a ftrcng, well-fed, well- winded 
horfe, may, after a defeat, kill as many of thefc wretch- 
ed, weary, naked fugitives, as he plcafes, conjinin^ 
himfclf to thofe thai are weakly, mounted upon tired 

horr««. 



Digitized 



by Google 



BRUCE's TRAVELS. 199 

faorfes, and covered only with goat*»-lkins, or Xhat are 
flying: on foot. 

One thing remarkable in this cavalcade, which Mr. 
Brace obferved, was the head-drefs of the governors of 
provinces. A large broad fillet was bound uporj their 
forehead, and tied behind their head;:, In the middle of 
this was a horn, or a conical piece oT fiiver, gilt, about 
four inches long, much in the (hapc of our common can- 
dle ex ting ui fliers. 'I his is called Ai/», or horn » anii ig 
only worn in reviews or parades aFter vidory. This 
Mr. Bruce apprehends, like all other of their ufages, is 
taken from the Hebrews, and the feveral allufions made 
in fcripture to it arife^rom this practice : — *' 1 faid uato 
fcioJs, deal not foolifhly ; and to the wicked, lift not 
up the horn.'/ — ** Lift not up your horn on high; fpeak 
not with a ftiffneck." — •* But my horn ihalt Uiou exalt 
like the horn of an unicorn" — •« And the horn of the 
righteous (hall be exalted with honour." And fo in many 
other places throughout the Pfalms. 

Next to thefc came the king, with a fillet of white 
xnudin about three inches broad, binding his forehead^ 
tied with a large double knot behind, and banging down 
about two feet on his back. About hiih were the great 
officers of ftate, fuch of the young nobility as were with- 
out command; and after thefe, the houfehold troops. 
Then followed the Kanitz Kitzera, or executioner of the 
camp, and his attendants ; and, laft of all, amidft the 
King's and the Ras's baggage, came a man bearing 
the ilufii;d (kin of the unfortunate Wooftieka upon a 
pole, which he hung upon a branch of the tree be- 
fore the king'4 palace appropriated for. public execu- 
tions* 

It was now the 15th of March, and Mr. Bruce had 
gone every day once to fee the children at KoCcam ; at 
all which times he had been received with the greateft 
cordiality and marks of kindnefs by the Iteghe, and or- 
ders given for his free admittance upon all occafions like 
an officer of her houfehold. 

. About the 14th, Mr. Bruce was informed, that all 

his recommendatory letters were to be read. Heex- 

pefted at the ordinary hour, about five in the afternoon,. 

to be fejit for^ and had rode out to Kofcam with Ayto 

K 4 Heikel. 
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Ileikel, the queen's chamberlain, to fee the diild, who 
was pretty well recovered of all its complaints, but very 
weak. In the interim, Mr. Bruce was fent for to the 
Ras, with orders to difpatch a man with the king'g 
prefcnt, to wait for him at the palace, whither he was 
to go after leaving Michael* ' Five in the evening was 
. fix^ as the' hour. Mr. Bruce came a little before the 
time^ and met Ayto Aylo at the door. He fqueezed him 
by the hand, and faid, '* Refufe nothing, it can be all 
altered afterwards ; but* it is very neceffary, on. account 
of the priefts and the populace, you fhould have a place 
of fomc authority, otherwise you will be robbed and 
murdered the firft. time you go half a mile from home : 
iifty people have told me; you have chefts filled vvjth 
■gold, and that you can make gold, or bring .what.quan^ 
lity you pleafe from the Indies; and the reafon of all 
this is, becaufe you reftffed the queen and Ozoro -Eft- 
her's offer «if gold at Kofcam, and which you mu{t>never 
do again." 

Our travellers went in and (awtheJlas, who was an 
old man, fitting upon a fofa ; this white hair was dreffed 
in many (hort curls. He appeared to be thoughtful, but 
not difpleafed ; his face was lean, his ^yt!& quick and 
vivid, but feenied to be a little fore from cxpofuce to the 
weather. He feemed to be about fix feet high, though 
his lamenefs made it difficult to guefs with accuracy. 
His air was perfe£Uy free from conftraint, what the 
French call degagee. They muft have been bad phyfiog- 
nomids that did not difcern his capacity and underHand* 
ing by his very countenance. Every look conveyed a 
fentiment with it : .he feemed to have no occafion for 
other language, and indeed he fpoke little. Mr. Bruce 
ofiered, as ufual, to kifs the ground before him ; and 
of this he feemed to take little notice, ilretching out 
his hand, and fhaking Mr. Bruce's upon his riflng. 

Mr. Bruce fat down with Aylo, three or four of the 
judges^ Heikel ithe queen's chamberlain, and others, 
who whlfpered fomething in his ear, and went out ; 
which interruption prevented Mr. Bruce from fpeaking 
•as he was prepared to do, or give him his prefept, Vhich 
a man held behind him. The Ras began gravely, ** Ya« 
goube^ I think that is your name, hear what I fay to you, 

and 
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and maik what I recommend to you* Yon are a man, 
I am told, who make it y«ur bufinefs to wander in the 
:fields in fearch after trees and grafs in folitary places, and 
to fit tip all night alone looking at die ttars of the hea- 
vens . Other countiietf are not Hke this, thoagh this was 
never fo bad as it is now. Thcfe wretches Ticre are ene- 
mies to ftrangcrs ; if they faw you alone in your own 
parlour, their firft thought would be how to murder, 
you ; though they knew they were to get nothing by it, 
-they would murder you for mere mifchief/' "The de- 
vil is ftrong in them," fays a voice from a comer of the 
toom, which appeared to be that of a prieft, •* There- 
fore, (fays the Ka&,) after a long converfation with your 
friend Aylo, whofe advice I hear you happily take, as 
indeed we all do, 1 have thought that fituation beft which 
leaves you at liberty to follow your own defigns, at the 
iame time that it puts your pcrfon in fafety 5 that you 
will not be troubled with monks about their religious 
matters, or in danger from thefe rafcals that may fcek ta 
marder you for money." 

" What are the monks ?*' faid the fame voice from 
the corner ; « the monks will never meddle with fuch a 
man as this." — ^' Therefore the king, (continoed the Ras, 
without taking any notice of the interruption) has ap- 
pointed you Saalonaaal, and to command the Kocob 
iorfe,, which I thought to have given to Francis, an old 
foldier of mine ; but he is poor, and we will provide for 
him better, for thefe appointments have honour, but 
little profit." " Sir, (faid Francis, who was in prefence^ 
bat behind,) it is in much more honourable hands than 
either mine or the Armenian's, or any other white man's, 
fince the days of Hatze Menas, and fo I told the king 
to-day." «* Very well, Francis, (fays the Ras) it becomes 
a foldicr to fpeak the truths iirhether it makes for or 
againft himfelf.. Go then to the king, and kifs the 
ground upon your appointment. 1 fee you have already 
Teamed this ceremony of our's ; Aylo and Heikcl aie 
very proper perfons -to go with you. The king cx-pref-^ 
ied bis farprife to me laft night he had not feea you j 
and there too ii Tecla Mariam,the king's fecreUry, who 
canae with your appointment from the palace to-day, * 
The man in the corner whom Mn Bnijce took for a 
K 5 priell^ 
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pricft, was this Tecla Mariam, a fcribc Mr. Brace 
then gave him a prefent, after which he foon reired. 
Mr. Bruce went afterwards to the king's palace, and 
. met Aylo, aad Heikel at the door of the preience-chaxn- 
ber. Tecla Mariam walked before them to the foot of 
- the throne ; after which Mr. Bruce advanced and prof^ 
trated himfelf upon the ground. '• I have brought you 
a fervant, (fays he to the king,) from fo diftant a coun- 
try, that if you ever let him efcapc, we (hall never be 
able to folloiW him, or know where to feck him." To 
this the king made no reply, nor did he Ihew any altera- 
tion of countenance. Five people were {landing on 
each fide of the throne, all young men, three on his left, 
and two on bis right. One of thefe, the fon of Tecla 
Mariam, (afterwards Mr. Bruce's great friend) who flood 
uppermoil on the left hand, came up, and taking hold 
of nim by the hand, placed him immediately above him ; 
when feeing Mr. Bruce had no knife in his girdle, he 
pulled out his . own and gave it to him. Upon being 
placed, Mr. Bruce again kifled the ground. 

The king was in an alcove ; the reft went out of febt 
from where the throne was, and fat down. The utual 
queilions were now pat to Mr. Bruce about Jerufalcm 
and the holy places — where his country was ? which it 
was impoflible to defcribe, as they knew the iituation of 
no country bat their own — ^why be came fo far ? — ^whe- 
' ther the moon and the fiars, but efpecially the moon, 
was the fame in his country as in theirs ? and a great 
many fuch idle and tirefome queftions. He had feveral 
times offered to take his prefent from the man who held 
it, that he might offer it to his Majefty and go away ; 
but the king always made a £gn to put it off, till, being 
tired to death with ftanding, he leaned againfl the wall. 
Mr. Bruce was abfolutely in difpair, and fcarcely able 
to (peak a word, inwardly mourning, the hardnefs of his 
lot in this his firft preferment, and fincerely praying it 
Bught be his lafl promotion in that court. However, 
^c was at la (I permitted to retire. 

Mr. Bruce next proceeds to give the geographical di- 
^ifion of Abyffinia into provinces. At Malaah, that is, 
oa the coaft of the ReC^Sea, begins an imagiiiary divi* 

fion 
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fion of AbylRnia into two, which is rather a diviHon 
of language than ftri^ly to be underllood as territo- 
rial. The firft divifion is called Tigre, between the Red 
Sea and the river Tacazze. Between that river and the 
Nile, weftward, where it bounds the Ga)la, it is called 
Ambara. But whatever convenience there may be from 
this divifion, there is neither geographical nor hiftorical 
precifion in it, for there are many little provinces includ- 
ed in the firft that do not belong to I'lgrc ; and, in the 
fecond diviiion, which is Amhara, that which gives the 
name, is but a very fmall partof it. 

Mafnah, in ancient times, was one of the prindpal 
places of refidence of the Babarnagaih, who, when he 
was not there himfelf, conftantly left his deputy or lieu- 
tenant. In fummer he refided for fevcral months in 
the ifland of Dahalac, then accounted part of his terri- 
tory. He was, after the King and Betwudet, the perft n 
of thegreateft confideration in the kingdom, and was in- 
vefted with fendick and nagareet, the kettle-drum and 
colours, marks of fuprerae command. 

Tigrc is the next province in Abyfiinia^ as well fnr 
greatnefs as riches, p/>wer, and dignity, and nearoit 
Mafuah. It is bounded by the territory of the Baharna- 
gafh, that is, by the river Mareb on the eaft, and the 
Tacazze upon the weil. It is about one hundred and 
twenty miles broad from E. to W. and two hundred from 
N. to S. This is its prcfent fituation. The hand of 
ufurping power has aboliihed all diftiaftion on the weft- 
fide of the Tacazze ; befides, many large governments, 
fuch as Endcrta and Antalow, aud great part of the 
Baharnagafh, were fwallowed up in this province to tire 
eaft. What, in a fpecial manner, makes the riches of 
Tigre, is, that it lies neareft the market, which is Ara- 
bia ; and all the mcrchahdife deftined to crofs the Red 
Sea mud pafs through this province, fo that the gover- 
nor has the clioiee of all commodities wherewith to 
make his market. The ftrongeft male, the moft beauti* 
ful female flaves, the pureft gold, the largeft teeth of 
ivory, all muft pafs through his hands. Fire-arms, 
moreover, which for many years have decided who ia 
the moft powerful in Abyfiinia, all thefe come from A- 
rabia, and not one can be purchafed without his know- 
K 6 iAg 
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ing to whom it goes, and after his having had the ^xHt 
xefufal of it. 

Sire, a province about twenty-five miles broad, and 
not much more in length, is reckoned as part of Tigre 
alfo, but this is not a new ufurpation* It lod the rank 
of a province, and was united to Tigre for the mifbe- 
baviour of its sovernor Kafmati Claudius, in an expe- 
dition agsdnft the Shangalla in the reign of Yafous the 
Great. 

. After pMfing the Tacazze, the boundary between 
Sire and Samen, we come to that mountainous province 
called by the laft name. A large chain of rugged 
mountains, where is the Jews Rock, reaches from the 
ibuth of Tigre down near to Waldubba, the low« hot 
country that bounds AbyiHma on the north. 

On the N. E. of Tigre lies the province of Begemder. 
It borders upon Angot, whofc governor is called Angot 
£as I but ihe whole province now, excepting a few vil- 
lages, is conquered by the Galla. It has Amhara, 
which runs parallel to it, on the fouth, and i& feparated 
from it by the river Baihilo. Both thefe provinces arc 
bounded by the river Nile on the weft. Begemder is 
about 1 80 miles in its greateft length, and 60 in breadth^ 
comprehending Lafta, a mountainous province, fome- 
times depending on Begemder, but often in rebellion. 

Begemder is the ftrength of AbylHuia in horfemen* 
It is mid, that, with Lafta, it c%a bring out 45,000 
men ; but this, as far as ever Mr. Bruce could inform 
himfelf, is a great exaggeration. They are exceeding 
good foldiers when they ^re pleafed with their general, 
and the caufe for which they fight ; otherwife, riicy arc 
eafily divided, great many private interefts being conti* 
nually kept alive, as it is thought induftriouily, by 
goverment itfelf. It is well ft.ockcd with cattle of evc^ry 
kind, all very beautiful. The mountains are full otixoix^ 
jpines ; they ^re not fo fteep and rocky, nor fo frequent, 
9*in other provinces, if:we" except only Lafta, and a- 
boand in all fort of wild fpwl and game. 

. Amhara is the, next province, between the two riven 
Bafhilo and Geftien. The length of this country from 
£. to W. is about 120 miles, and its breadth fomething 
more than 40* It is a very mountainous country, full 
-..■•". of 
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of nobllltjr ; the men are reckoned the handfoipeft in A« 
byilinia, as well as tlie braved. 

Between the two rivers Geihen and Samba, is a low, 
tinwholefomet though fe;tile province, called Walaka ; 
and-fouthward of that is Upper Shoa. This province^ 
or kingdom, was famous for the retreat it gave to tlie 
only remaining prince of the houfe of Solonwu, who fled 
from the maflacrc of his brethren by Judith, about thp 
year 900, upon the rockof Damo. Here the royal faihily 
remained in fecurity, and increafed in number, for near 
400 years, till they were reftorcd. 

Gojam, from north-eaft to fouth-ead, is about 80 
miles in length, and 40 in breadth. It is a very flat 
country, and all in paflure ; has few mountains^ but thefe 
are vety high ones, and are chiefly on the banks of thp 
Nile, to the fouth, which river furrounds the province. 

On the fouth-eaft of the kingdom of Gojam is Da^ 
mot. It is bounded by the Temci on the eaft, by the Gult 
on the weft, by .the Nile on. the fouth, and by the higb 
mountains of Amid Amid on the north. It is about 49 
miles in length from north to fouth, and fomething more 
than so in breadth from ead to weft. 

On the other fide of Amid Amid is the province of 
Agows, bound'id by thofe mountains on the eaft ; by Bu- 
re and Umbarma, and the country of the Gongas, on the 
weft ; by Damdt and Gafat upon the fouth, and Dingle- 
ber on the north. 

South from Dembea is Kuara, a very mountanous 
province confining upon the Pagan bladks, or Shangalla, 
called Gongas and Guba, the Macrobi of the ancients.—^ ' 
It is a very unwholefome province* but abounding in 
goldjOiot of its own produce, but that, of its neighbour* 
bood, thefe Pagans — Guba, Nuba, and Shangalla. 

Nara, and Ras el Feel, Tchejga, and on to Tcher* 
)un, is a frontier wholly inhabited by Mahometans* Its 
government is generally given to a ftranger, often to a 
Mahometan, but one of that faith is always deputy- 
governor. The ufe of keeping troops here is to defend 
tpe fxi^i^dly Arabs and Shepherds, who remain in their al- 
legiance to AbyfliQia, from the refentment of the Arabs 
of Sennaar, their neighbours; and, by means of thefe 
friendly Arabs and Shepherds, fecure a conftant fuppiy 
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of horfes for the king's troops. It is a barren ftripe of 
a very hot, unwholefome country, full of thick woods, 
and fit only for hunting. The inhabitants, fugitives 
from all nations, arc chiefly Mahometans, but very bold 
and expert hoHemen, ufing no other weapon but the 
broad fword, with which they attack the elephants and 
rhinoceros. There are many other fmall provinces, 
which occafionally arc annexed, and fometimes are fcpa- 
rated. 

The crown of Abyffinia is hereditary, and has always 
been fo, in one particular family, fuppofed to be that of 
Solomon by the queen of Saba, Negafta Azab, or queen 
of the fouth. It is never thelefseleftive in this line ; and 
there is no law ef the land, nor cuftom, which gives the 
cldeft fon an excluiive title to fuccccd lo his father. The 
pradlice has indeed been quite the contrary. When, at the 
death of a king, his fons arc old enough to govern, and, 
by fome accident, not yet fcnt prifoners to the mountain, 
then the eldciV, or he that is next, and not confined, ge- 
rally takes poffefllon of the throne by the ftrength of his 
father'^ friends ; but if no heir is then in the low country, 
the choice of the king is always according to the will of 
the minifter, which pafles for that of the people ; and 
his inclination atid intereft being to govern, he never 
ftttls to choofe an infant whom he afterwards direfts, rul- 
ing the kingdom abfolutely during the minority, which' 
generally exhaufts, or is equal to the term of his life. 

From this flow all the misfortunes of this mihappy 
country. This very defeft arifes from a dclire to infii- 
tute a more than orfdinary perfeft form of government ;' 
for the AbyfGnians firft pofition w?s, " Woe be to the 
kingdom whole king is a child ;" and this they know 
muft often happen when fucceffion is left to the courfe of 
nature. But when there was a choice to be made out 
of two hundred perfons, all of the fame family, all ca- 
pable of reigning, it was their own fault, they thought, 
if they had not always a prince of proper age and quali- 
fication to rule the kingdom, according to the neceuities 
of the times, a«id to prcferve the fucceffion of the family 
in the houfc of Solomon, agreeable to the laws of the 
Jamf ; but this mode of reafoning experience has proved 
filKacious* 

/ The 
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The king i:» anointtd with plain oil of olives, which, 
being poured upon the crown of his head, he rubs it into 
nis lone hair indecently enough with both his hands, pret- 
ty much as his foldiers do with theirs when they get ac- 
cefs^ to plenty of butter. 

The crown is made in the (hape of a prieft's mitre, 
or head-piece ; it is a kind of helmet, covering the king's 
forehead, cheeks, and neck. It is lined with blue taf- 
fety ; the ontfide is half gold and half filver, of the moft 
beautiful fillagranc wdrk. The king goes to church re- 
gularly, his guards taking pofTedion of every avenue and 
door through which he is to pafs, and nobody is allowed 
to enter with him, becaufe he is then on foot, excepting 
two officers of his bed-chamber who fupport him. He 
kiffes the ihreftiold and iide-pofts of the church-door, 
the fteps before the altar, and then returns home ; ibme- 
times there is fervice in the church, fometimes there 
is not ; but he takes no notice of the difference. He 
rides up ftairs into the prefence chamber on a mule, ancl 
lights immediately on the carpet before his throne; and' 
Mr. Bruce has fometimes feen great indeeencies commit- 
ted by the faid mule in the prefence-chambcr, upon a 
Perfian carpet. 

The Serach MafTery, an officer fo called, with a long 
whip, begins cracking and making a noife, worfe than 
twenty French Postilions, at the door of the palace be- 
fore the dawn of day. This chafes away the hyaena and 
other wild beafts ; this, too, is the fignal for the king's 
rJfing, who lits in judgment every morning fafting, and 
after that, about eight o'clock, he goes to breakfalt. 

There are fix noblemen of the king's own choofing 
who are called Baalomaal, or gentlemen of his bed-cham- 
ber ; four of thefe are always with him. There is a fe- 
venth, who is the chief of thefe, called Azeleffa el Ca« 
milha, groom of the robe, or ftolc. He is kecjier of the 
king's wardrobe, and the firft officer of the bed-cham- 
"bcr. Thefe officers, the black flavcs, and fome others, 
fcrve him as menial fervants, and are in a degree of 
familiarity with him unknown to the reft of the fub- 
je^s. 

When the king (its to confult upon civil matters of 
tonfequence, he is (hut up in a kind of box oppofite to 
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the head of the council table. The perfons that deli- 
berate irt at the tabic, and^ according to their rai^c^ give 
their voices, the yonngeft or loweft ofHcer always fpeak- 
ing firft. The firft that give their votes aie the Shalaka, 
or colonels of the houfeht)ld-troops. The fecond are 
the great butlers, roea that have the charge of the 
king's drink. The third is the Badjerund, or keeper of 
jhat apartnsent in the palace called the /rmt'j koufe,: and 
;iftcr thefe the keeper of ihe banqueting-hoisfe^ The ne»t 
is called Lika Magwafs, an ofHcer that always goe» be- 
fore the king to hinder the pieflUie of the cfowd. In 
war, when the king is marchings he rides conftantly rotmd 
Jbim at a certain diilance, and carries his fbield and his 
lance ; at lead he carries a Cilver fhield, and a lance point- 
ed with the fame metal, before fuch kings as do not 
choofe to expofe their perfbn. No prince ever loft his 
" life in battle till the coming of the Europeans into Abyj^ 
finia, when both the excommunicating and murdering of 
their fovercigns feem to have been introduced at the 
fame time. After the Lika Magwafs comes the Palanv- 
baras ; after him the Fit-Aurans; then the Gera Kaf- 
matii and the Kanya Kafmati, their names being derived 
from their rank or order in encamping, the one on the 
right, the other on the left of the king's tent; Kanya and 
Gera fignifying the right and the l^t ; after them the 
Dakakin Billetana Gueta, or the under chamberlain; 
then the fecrctary for the king's commands ; after him 
the right and left Azages, or generals ; after them Rak 
Maffery, after him the baiha, after liim Kafmati of 
Damot, then of Samen, then Amhara^ and, lail of all* 
Tigre, before whom ftands a golden cup upon a cu- 
Ihion, and he is called Nebrit, as being governor of 
Axum, or keeper of the book of the law fi^ppofed to be 
there. . 

After the governor of Tigr^ comes the Acab S^at, or 
guardian of the fire, and the chief ecclefiaftical officer 
of the king's honfehpld. Some have faid, that this officer 
was appointed to attend the king at the time of eating, 
and that it was his province to order both meat and drink 
to be withdrawn whenever he faw the king inclined 10 
<xcefs, 
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After the Acab Saat comes the firft maftcr of the 
houfehold ; then the Betwudct, or Ras ; laft of all the 
Jcing gives hisfexitence^ wliich isBnal, and fends it to the 
table, from the balcony where he is then fitting, by the 
officer called Kal-Hatz^. ^ 

We meet in Abyflinia with various ufages, which many 
have hitherto thought to be peculiar to thofe ancient na« 
tions in which they were firil obfcrved ; others, not fa 
learned, have thought th^ originated in Abyfnnia. Mr* 
Bruce firft takes notice ot thofe that regard the king and 
court. 

The kings of Perfia, like thefe we are fpcaking oT; 
were eligible in one family only, that of the Arfacidac, 
and it was not till that race failed they chofe Darius. 
The title of the kitig of Abyffinia is, King of Kings : and 
fuch Daniel tells us was that of Nebuchadnezzar. The 
right of primogeniture does not fo prevail in Abyffinia as 
to exclude elcftion in the perfon of the younger brothers 
and this was likewife the cafe in Perfia. In Perfiaia pre- 
ference was undcrftood to be due to the king's lawful 
.children ; but there were inftances of the natural child be- 
ing preferred to the lawful one. Darius, tho' a baftard, was 
preferred to Ifogius, Xerxes's lawful fon, and that merely 
by the dedion of the people. The fame has always obtain- 
•cd in Abyffinia. A very great part of their kings are 
adulterous bailards, others are the tflue of concubines ; but 
they have been preferred to the crown by the influence of a 
♦party, always under the name of the Voice of the People. 
Though the Perfian .kings had various palaces, to 
4which they removed at different times in the year, Pafa- 
^rda, the metropolis of their .ancient kings, was ob- 
iervedas^he only placctfor their coronation.; and rfiis.too, 
.was the cafe of Abyffinia with their metropolis of Axum. 
The next remarkable ceremony in which thefe two 
nations agreed, is that of adoration, inviolably obferved 
in Abyffinia to this day, as often as you enter the fovev- 
cign's prefence. This is not only kneeling, but an ab- 
foTute proftration. You firft fall upon your knees, 
then upon the palms of your hands, then incline your 
head and body till your forehead touch the earth ; 
and, \n .cafe you ha»e an anfwer to expe^*, you lie in 
that pofture t^l the king, or fomebody from him, defires 

yott 



Digitized 



by Google 



a 10 SHAWNS ABRIDGEMENTT OF 

you to rife. This, too, was the cuftom of Perfia ; Ar- 
rian fays this was firft inftituted by Cyrus, and this was 
precifcly the poftufe in which they adored God> men- 
tioned in the book of Exodus, 

It is the conftant pradice in Abyflinia to befct the 
king's doors and windows vtuthin his hearing, and there, 
from early morning to night, to cry for juftice as loud 
as poflible, in a diftrefled and complaining tone, and in 
all the different languages they are matters of, in or- 
der to their being admitted to have their fuppofed 
grievances heard. In a country fo ill g'^vemexi as 
Abyifinia is, and fo perpetually involved in war, it may 
be eafily fuppofed there is no want of people, who have 
real injuries and violence to complain of: But if it weee 
not fo, this is fo much the conftant ufage, that when it 
happens (as in the midft of the rainy feafon) that few 
people can approach the capital, or ftand without in fuch 
bad weather, a fet of vagrants are provided, maintained, 
and paid, whofe folc bufinefs.it is to cry and lament,. 
as if they had been really very much injured and op- 
prefTed ; and this they tell you is for the king's honour, 
th^t he may liot be lonely by the palace being too quiet* 
This, of all their abfurdcuftoms, was the moft grievous and 
troublefome to Mr. Bruce. Sometimes, while Mr. Bruce 
was bufy in his room in the rainy feafon, there would 
be four or five hundred people, who all at once would 
begin, fome roaring and crying, as if they were in pain, 
others demanding juftice, asifthey were that moment fuf- 
fering, or if in the inftant to be put to death ^ and fome 
f^roaningand fobbing as if juft expiring ; and thi$ horrid 
fymphony was fo artfully performed, that no ear could 
dift'inguilh but that it proceeded from real diftrefs. Mr, 
Bruce was often fo furprifed as to fend the foldiers at 
the door to bring in one of them, thinktng him come 
from the country, to examine who had injured him; 
many a time he was a fervant of his own; or fome other 
equally known ; or, if he was a ftranger, upon afking 
him what misfortune had befallen him, he would anfwer 
very compofedly. Nothing was the matter with him ; 
that he had been fleeping all day with the horfes ; that 
bearing from the foldiers at xkc door that he^ Mr. Bruce, 
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was retired to his apartment, he and his companions had 
come to cry and make a noife under his window, to do 
him ^(7ff0ttr before the people, for fear he (hould be melan- 
choly, by being too quiet when alone ; and therefore 
hoped that he would order them drink, that they might 
continue with a little more fpirit. The violent anger 
which this often pat him into did not Tail to be 
punctually reported to the king, at which he would 
'laugh heartily ; and he him fell was often hid not far 
off, for the fake of being a fpeftator of his heavy difplea- 
fure. 

Xerxes, being about to declare war againft the Greek*, 
affemUed all the principal chiefs of Afia in council. 
*' That I may not, fays ncs be thought to a£i only by 
my own judgment, I have called you together. At the 
fame time, I think proper to intimate to you, that it is 
your duty to obey my will, rather than enter into any 
deliberation or remonftrancei of your own." 

We will now compare fome particulars, the drcfs and 
ornaments of the two kings. The k ng of Ab) ffinia 
wears his hair long; fo did the ancient kings oi Ferfia. 
A comet bad appeared in the war with Perlia, and was 
looked upon by the Romans as a baci cm^et!. Velpafian 
laughed at it, and faid, if it portended Arsy ill it was to 
the king of Perfia, becaafe, lih him^ it wore long hair. 

The diadem was, with the I'erfians, a mark of royalt}', 
as with the Abyflinians, being compofed of the fame ma- 
terials, and worn in the lame manner. The king of 
Abyffinia wears it, while marching, as a mark of fuv-e- 
reignty. that does not impede or incommode him, as any 
ether heavier ornament would do, efpecially in hot wea- 
ther. This fillet furroAinds his head above the hair, 
leaving the crown perfeftly tmcovered. It is an offence 
of the jfirft magnitude for any perfon, at t^is time, to wear 
any thing upon his head, efpecially white, unlefs for 
Mahometans, who wear caps, and over them a large 
white tarban ; or for priefts, who wear large turbans o(^ 
muflin alfr. This was the daiem of fne Perfians, as 
appears from Lucian who calls it a white fillet about the 
forehead. The kings of Abyffinia anciently fat apon a gold 
throne, which is a laige, convenient, oblong, fquarefeat, 
like a (mail bciftcad, covered with Pcifian carpets, da- 

ma£k^ 
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malk, and cloth of gold, with fteps leading up to it. It 
is flill richly gilded ; but the many revolutions and wars 
have much abridged their ancient magnificence. It is, 
in Abyflinia, high-treafon, to fit upon any feat of the 
king's ; and he that prefumed to do this would be in- 
ftantly hewn to pieces, if there was not fome other col- 
lateral proof of his being a madmen. 

It is probable that Alexander had heard-of this law 
in Perfia, and difapproved of it; for one day, it being 
extremely cold, the king, fittiiig in his chair before the 
fire, warming his lees, niw a foldier, probably a Perfian^ 
who had loft his feeling by extreme numbnefs. The king 
immediately leaped from his chair, and ordered the fol- 
dier to be fet down upon it. The fire foon brought him 
to his fenfes, but he had almoft loft them again with fear, 
by finding himfelf in the king's feat. To whom Alex- 
ander faid, "Remember, and diftinguifh, how much 
more advantageous to man my government is than that 
of the kings of Perfia. By fitting down on my feat, 
you have laved your life ; by fitting on theirs, you would 
infallibly have loft it." 

In Abyftinia it is coniidered as a fundamental law of 
•the land, that none of the royal family, who has any de- 
jformity or bodilv defcft, ftiall be allowed to fuccced to 
the crown ; and, for this pnrpofe, any of the princea^ 
who may have efcaped from the mountain of Wechnc, 
and who are afterwards taken, are mutilated in fome of 
their members, that thus they may be difquallEed from 
ever fucceeding. In Perfia the fame was obferved. Pro- 
•copiuR tells us, that Zames, the fon of Cabades, was 
excluded from the throne becaufe he was blind of one 
eye, the law of Perfia prohibiting any perfon that had a 
'bodily defied to be ele^ed king. 

The kings of Abyflinia were feldom feen by the peo- 
ple. This abfurd ufage gave rife to many abufes. In ' 
•Perfia it produced two officers > who were called the king's 
•eyes, and the king's ear, and who had the dangerous em* 
.ployment, Mr. .Bruce means dangerous for the fubje^, 
of feeing and hearing for their ibvercign. In Abyffinia 
it created an\officcr called the king's mouth, or voice, 
for, bcii>g fcea by laobody, he fpoke of courfc in the 

thiid 
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third perfbn, Hear tuhat the king fays to you^ which is 
the ulual form of all regal mandatea in Abyffinia, and 
what follows has the force of law. 

Solemn hunting matches were always in ufe both with 
the kings of Abyffinia and thofe of Perfia. In both king- 
doms it was a crime for a fubjed to ftrikc the game till 
fuch time as the king had thrown his lance at it. This 
abfurd cuftom was repealed by Ai taxerxes Longimanus 
in one kingdom, and by Yafous the Great in the other, 
fo late as the beginning of the hft century. 

The kings of Abyffinia are above all laws. They are 
fttpreme in all caufes ecclefiaftical and civil ; the land and 
perfons of their fubjeds are equally their property, and 
every inhabitant of their kingdom is born their flave ; if 
he bears a higher rank it is oy the king's gift ; for his 
neareft relations are accounted nothing better. The fame 
obtained in Perfia. * 

There are feveral kinds of bread in Abyffinia, fome 
of different forts of tcff, and fome of tocuflfo, which 
alfo vary in qaallty. The king of Abyffinia eats of 
wheat bread, though not of every wheat, but of that only 
that grows in the province oi Dembea, therefore called 
the king's food. It always has l^en, and ftill is the cuf- 
tom of the kings of Abyffinia, to marry what numbtr 
of wives ihey choofe ; that thefe were not, therefore, aU 
queens; but that among ihem there was one who was 
confidered particularly as queen, and upon her head was 
placed the crown, and fhe was called Iieghc. Thus, in 
Perfia, we read that Ahafuerus loved Efther, who hai 
found grace in his fight more than the other virgins, and 
he had placed a golden crown upon her head. And Jo^ 
fepbus informs us, that when Efther was brought before 
the king, he was exceedingly delighted with her, and 
made her his lawful wife, and when fhe came into the 
palace he put a crown upon her head : whether^ placing 
the crown upon the queen's head had any civil eficft as 
to regency in Perfia, as it had in Abyffinia, is what hif- 
tory does not inform us. 

The king of Abyffinia never is feen to walk, nor tp 
fet his foot upon the ground, out of his palace ; and 
when he would difmount from the horfe or mule on 
whi ch he rides^ he has a fervant with a flool^ who places 
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it properly for him for that purpofc. He rides into the 
anti-chamber to the foot of his throne, or to the ftool 
placed in the alcove of his tent. He very often judges 
capital crimes himfelf. No man is condemned by the 
king in perfon to die for the firft fault, unlefs the crime 
be of a horrid nature, fuch as parricide or facrilege. 
And, in general, the life and merits of the prifoner are 
weighed againft his immediate guilt ; fo that if his firft 
behaviour has ha4 more merit towards the ftate than kis 
prefent-delinquency is thought to have injured it, the 
one is placed fairly againft the other, and the accufed 
is generally abfolved when the fovereign judges alone. 
Darius had condemned Sandoces, one of the king's 
judges, to be crucified for corruption, that is, for hav- 
ing given falfe judgment for a bribe. The man was 
already hung upon the crofs, when the king, confidcr- 
ing with himfelf how many good fervices he had done, 
previous to this, the only offence which he had commit- 
ted, ordered him to be pardoned. 

The Perfian king, in all expeditions, was attended by 
judges. We find in Hergdotus, that, in the expedition of 
Cambyfes, ten of the principal Egyptians were condem- 
ned to die by thefe judges for every Perfian that had 
been flain by the people of Memphis. Six judges always 
attend the king of AbySinia to the camp, and.. before 
tfiem, rebels taken on the field are tried and punilhed on 
the fpot. People that the king diftinguiflied by favour, or 
for any public a6icn, were in both kingdoms prefcnted 
with gold chains, fwords, and bracelets, Thefe in 
AbyfTiTua are underftood to be chiefly rewards of milita- 
ry lervice ; yet Poncet rcceived a gold chain from Ya- 
lous the Great. The day before the battle of Serbraxos, 
Ayton Engedan received a filver bridle and faddle, co- 
vcred with filver plates, from Ras ^/^ithael. 

In Abyffinia, when the prifoner is condemned in capi- 
tal cafes, he is not again remitted to prifon, which is 
thought cruel, but he is immediately carried away, and 
the fentence execttted upon him. Abba Salama, the 
AcabSaat, was condemned by the king the morning he 
entered Gondar, on his return fromTigre, and immedi- 
ately hanged, in the garment of a prieft, on a tree at th« 
door of the king's palace, Chremaion, bi other to the 
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i^lkrper SocImos« was executed that fame morning; One- 
bja Denghcl, Ras Michael's fon-in-Iaw, was Tikcwifc 
•executed that fame day, immediately after judgment ; 
and fo were feveral others. The fame was the pradlicc 
in Perfia, as we learn from Xenophon, and more plainly 
from Diodorus. 

The capital punifhments, in Abyflinia, are the crofs. 
Socinios firft ordered Arzo, his competitor, who had 
fled for afTillance and refuge to Phineas king of the Fa- 
laiha, to be crucified without the camp. We find the 
fame punifhment inflifted by Artaxerxcs upon Haman, 
who was ordered to be affixed to the crofs till he died. 

The next capital punifhment is flaying alive. That 
this barbarous execution flill prevails in Abyflinia is 
proved by the fate of the unfortunate Woofheka, taken 
prifoner in the campaign of 1769, while Mr. Bruce was 
in Abyflinia ; a facrilice made to the vengeance of the 
beautiful Ozoro Efthcr, who, kind and humane as flie 
was in other refpeds, could receive no atonement for the 
death of her hufband. 

Lapidation, or ftoning to death, is the next capital 
punifhment in Abyflinia. This is chiefly infli^ed upon 
Grangers called Franks, for religious caufes. The ca- 
thohc priefts in Abyflinia that have been deteded there, 
in thefe latter days, have been ftone'd to death, and their 
bodies lie ftill in the ftrects ofGondar, in the fquares or 
wafte-pldces. covered with the heaps of ftone which oc- 
cafioned their death by being thrown at them. TTiere 
are three of thefe heaps at the church of Abbo, all co- 
vering Francifcan friars; and, befides them, a fmall 
pyramid over a boy who was ftoned to death wiih them, 
abpnt the firft year of the reign of David the IV. In 
Perfia we find, that Pagorafus (according to Ctcfias) was 
ftoned to death by the carder of the king ; and the fame | 

author fays, that Pharnacyas, one of the murderers of I 

Xerxes, was ftoned to death likewife. 

Among capital punifliments may be reckoned like- j 

wife the plucking out of the eyes, a crjelty which Mr. j 

Bruce had but too often feen committed in the fhort tlay 
he made in Abyflinia. This is generally infli6^cd upon re- 
bels. After the fliaughtcr of the battle of Fagiita, twelve 
chiefs of the Pagan Galla, tak(in prifoneis by Ras Mi- 
chael, 
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chad, "had their eyes torn out, and were afterwards a- 
bandoned to ftarve in the valleys below the town. ' Se- 
veral prifoners of another rank, noblemen of Tigre, 
underwent the fame misfortunes and, what is wonder- 
ful, not one of them died in the^operation, nor its con- 
fequcnces, though , performed in the coarfeft manner 
with an iron forceps, or pincers. * 

Tlie dead bodies of criminals flain for treafon, mur— . 
der, and violence, on the high-way at certain times, 
are feldom buried in Abyffinia. The ftreets of Gondar- 
are ftrewed with pieces of their carcafes, which bring the 
wild beads in multitudes into the city as foon as it be- 
comes dark, fo that it is fcarcely fafe for ahy one to 
walk in the night. The dogs ufed to bring pieces of 
human bodies into the houfe, and court-yard; to eat them 
in greater fecurity. . 

Notwithftandiwg the Abyflinians were fo anciently 
and nearly conneded with Egypt, they never feem to hav€ 
made ufe of paper, or papyrus, but imitated the practice 
of the Perfians, who wrote upon {kins, and they do fo 
to this day* This arifes from their having early been 
Jews. In Pairthta, likewife, Pliny informs us, the ufe of 
papyrus was abfolutely unknown ; and though it was 
dilcovered that papyrus grew in the Euphrates, near Ba- 
bylon* of which they could make paper, they obftinately 
rather chofe to adhere to their ancient cuflom of weav- 
ing their letters on cloth, of which they made their gar- 
ments. The Perfians, moreover, madd ufe of parch- 
ment for their records, to which all their remarkable* 
tranfaflions were trufted; and to this it is probably owing 
we havefo many of their cufloms preferved to this day. 

From this great refemblance in cuftom's between the ' 
Perfians and Abyflinians, following the faihionable way 
of judging about the origin of nations, one fhonld bold- 
ly conclude, that the Abyflinians were a colony of Per- 
fians ; but this is Tery well known to be without foun- 
dation. The cuftoms, mentioned as only peculiar to • 
Perfia, were common to^all the eaft ; and they were 
loft when thofe countries were over-run and conquered 
by thofe who introduced barbarous cuftoms of theirown. 
The reafoh why we have fo much left of the Perfian 
cuftoms is, that they weie written, and fo not liable to" 
alteration; andj being on parchment, did alfo contri- 
bute 
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bute to their prefervation. The hiflory which treats 
of thofe ancient and polifhed nations has preferved few 
fragments of their manners entire from the ruins of 
< time ; while Abyfiiniay at war .with nobody^ or : at war 
with itfelf only, has preferved die ancient cuftonjs 
which it enjoyed in commqn with all the call, and whicji 
were oiUy loft in other kingdoms by the invaiion pf 
ftrangers, a misfortune Abyflinia has never fuiFered fmce 
the introdudion of letters. 

The oU Egyptians, as we are told by Sacred Scripture, 
.did .not eat with fe^ngers; but perhaps the obfcrvation 
is extended farther than ever Scripture meant. The in- 
ftance given of JofepViS brethren not being allowed to 
cat with the Egyptians was, becaufe Joseph had told 
Pharoah that his brethreyn, and Jacob his father, were 
(hepherds, that he might get fr6m the Egyptians the 
land of Goflien, a l^nd, as the name imports, of paf- 
turage a^d grafs, which the Nile never overflowed, and 
it was therefore in pofleffion of tl>p fhepherds. . Now the 
Ihepherds, we aretold, were the direi^ natural euemies 
-of the Egyptians who live in towns,. , The fliephcrds 
•alfo iacrifii^cd the god whom the Egyptians worihipped., 

The Egyptiaus wprfhipped the cow, and the Ihepheixis 
lived upon her fleih, wjiich made them a feparate people, 
that could cot, eat nor communicate togeth^ ; and the 
very knowledge of. this was, as we aje informed by 
-Scripture, the reafon why Jofeph tol^ Pharoah, when he 
•^Lfked him iji^hat pro&ffion his brethren were of, '* Your 
iervants, fey-s Jofeph, are Ihepl^erds, and tfhfclr. employ- 
ment the feeding of cattle ;" and this was given out, 
,thatthe Uad of Gofhen might bp allotted to them, and 
fo they and their defcendants be kept feparate from the 
.'Egyptians, and not expofed to mingle in their abomi- 
nations ; or, though they had abftaified from thofe abomi- 
nations, they could not kill cattle for facrifice or for 
food. They would' have r^ifed iU-will agadnft cheni- 
felves, and, as Mofes fays, would have been ftoned, 
and fo the end of bringing them to Gofhen would have 
been fruftrated, which was to nurfc ithem in a plentiful 
land, in peace and fecurity, till they fhould attain to 
be a mighty people, capable of fubduing and filling the 
land to whiph, at the end of" their captivity, God w^s 
tole^dtliem.' 

L The 
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The Abyffinians neither cat nor drink with fbangers» 
though they have no reaibn for this; and it is now a 
mere prejudice, becaufe the dd occaiion ibr this regu- 
lation is loft. They break, or purify, however> every 
veffel a flranger of any kind fhall eat or drink in. The 
cuflom, then, is copied from the Egyptians, and they 
have preferved it« though the Egyptian reafon does no 
longer hold. 

The Egyptians made no account of the mother what 
herftatc was; if the father was fire, the child followed 
the condition of the fether. This is ftridUy fo in Abyf- 
finia. The king's child by a negro-flave, bought with 
money, or taken in war> is as near in fucceeding to the 
crown, as any one of twenty children that he has older 
than that one^ and bom of the nobleft women of the 
country. 

The men in Egypt did neither buy nor fell ; the fame 
is the cafe in Abyffinia at this day. It is infamy for a 
man to go to market to buy any thing. He cannot 
carry water or bake bread ; but he muft wafti the cloaths 
belonging to both fexes; and, in this fiin^on, the 
women cannot help him. In Abyflinia the men carried 
their burdens on their heads, the women on their 
ihoulders ; and this diflerence, we are told, obtained in 
Egypt. It is plain- that this bujring, in the public 
market, by women, muft have ended whenever jealoufy 
or fequeflration of that fex began ; for this reafon it 
ended €arly* in Egypt; but, for the oppofite reafon, it 
fubfifb in Abyffinia to this day. It was a fort of im- 
piety in Egypt to eat a calf; and the reafon was plain, 
they worfhipped the cow. In Abyftinia, to this day, 
no mans cats veal, although every one very willingly 
eats a cow ; the Egyptian reafon no longer fubfifts, as 
in the former cafe, but the prejudice remains';, though 
they have fprgotten their reafon. 

The Abyffinians eat no wild or water-fowl, not even 
the goofe, wluch was a great delicacy in Egypt. The 
reafon of this is, that, upon their converffon to Jti- 
dadifm» they were forced to relinquiih their ancient 
muriidpalcuftoms, as fer as they were contrary to the 
Mofaicai h^ ; and the animals, in their country, not 
correfponding* in .form, kind, or name, with thoie 
mentioned in the Sepjtuagintj or original Hebrew, h 
# has 
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fhefe feparatc reigns come to be added together, the one 
fum total will not agree with the other, but will be more 
or lefs than the juft time which that prince reigned. 
This, indeed, as errors copipenfat^ full >s frequently as 
they accumulate, will feldom amount to a difference 
above three years ; a fpace of time too trivial to be of 
any confequence in the hiftory of barbarous nations. 
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The SOURCE of the NILE. 



BOOK VI. 

Firft Attempt to difctyver the Source of the Nile frujirated. 
A fuccefsful Tourney thither ^ ^vith a full Account of every 
Thing relating to that celebrated River. 

ONE day, when Mr. Bruce was at court, he mctTeda 
Mariam, the king's fecretary, who taking him by the 
hand, faid, with a laughing countenance, " O ho, I wilh 
you joy ; this is like a man ; you are now no ftranger, 
but one of us j why was not you at court ?" Mr. Bruce 
faid he had no particular bufinefs there, but that he 
came thither to fee Ayto Confu, that he might fpeak in 
favour of Yafine to get him appointed deputy of Ras el 
Feel. " Why don't you appoint him yourfelf ? (fays 
he) what has Confu to do with the affair now ? You 
don't intend always to be in leading firings ? You may 
thank the king for yourfelf, but I would never advife 
you to ipeak one word of Yafine to him ; it is not the 
cuilom ; you^ may, if you pleafe, to Confu ; he knows 
him already. His eflate lies all around you, and he will 
enforce your orders, if there fhould be any need." 

*' Pardon me, Tecla Mariam, (faid Mr. Bruce,) if I 
do not underftand you. I came here to folicit for Va- 
fitie^ that Confu or his fucceffor would appoint him their 

deputy. 
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has followed, that there are many of each, ckfs that 
i know not whether they are dean or not ; and a wonder- 
! fill confuiion and uncertainty has followed through ig- 
• norance or miftake, being unwilling to violate the law 
I in any one inflance through not underftanding it. 

Mr. Bruce has mentioned, in the courfe of the nar^ 
rative of his journey from Mafuah, that, at a finall dif- 
tince from Axum, he overtook, on the way, three travel- 
I lers who feemed to be fbldiers, driving a cdw before 
j them. They halted at a brook, threw down the beaft, 
■ and one of tiiem cut a pretty large collop of flefli from 
' its buttocks, after which they drove the cow gently on 
I as before. A violent out-cry was raifed in England at 
. hearing tliis circumftance, which they did not helitate 
to pronounce impoffUfle^ when the manners and cufloms 
' of Abyffinia were to them utterly unknown. The Je- 
fuits, edablilhed in Abyffinia for above an hundred 
i years, had told them of that people eating, what they 
call raw meat, in every page, and yet they were igno- 
rant of this. 

It muft be from prejudice alone we condemn the eat- 
ing of raw flefti ; no precept, divine or human, forbids 
it ; and if it be true, as later travellers have difcovered, 
that there are nations ignorant of the ufc of fire, any 
law againft eating raw flefti could never have been in- 
tended by God as obligatory upon mankind in general. 
At any rate, it is certainly not clearly known, whether 
the eating raw flefh was not an earlier and more general 
pradice than by preparing it with fire ; many wife and 
learned men have doubted whether it was at firft per- 
mitted to man to eat animal food at all. God, the au- 
thor of life, and the beft judge of what was proper to 
maintain it, gave this regimen to our firfl parents — 
** Behold, I have given you every herb bearing kcd, 
which is up<m the fece of all the earth, and every tree, 
in the which is the fruit of a tree yielding ^ehd. : to you 
it fhall be for meat." And though, immediately after, 
he mendons both beafts and fowls, and every thing that 
creepeth upon t)» e^rth, he does not fay that he has 
defig^ed any of thefe a^s meat for man^ On the contra- 
ry, hfe feemis to have intended the vegetable creation as 
food for both man and beafl;-^*' And to every beafl of 
L a the 
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the eardi, and to every fowl of the air, and to every 
thing that creepeth upon the eaath, wherein there is life, 
I have given every green herb 4br meat ; and it was fo." 
After the flood, when mankind began to repoffefs the 
earth, God gave Noah a much more extenfivepenniffion : 
u Every moving thine that liveth Ihall be meat for you; 
even as the green herb have I given you all things." 

SauPs army, after a battle, ^^-w, that is, fell voracioufly 
upon the cattle they had taken, and. threw them upon 
the ground to cut oiF their flefh, and eat them raw, fo , 
that the army was defiled by eating Uood, or living ani- 
mals. To prevent tliis, Saul caufed to be rolled to him 
a great (lone, and ordered thofe that killed their oxen 
to cut their throats upon that Itone. This was the only 
lawful way of killing animals for fo6d ; the tying of the 
ox, and throwing it upon tbfj ground was not permitted 
as equivalent. The Ifraelites did probably in that cafe, 
as the AbyiTinians do at this day $ they cut a part of its 
throat, fo tliat blood might be feen upon the ground, but 
nothing mortal to the animal followed from that wound. 
But, ^er laying his head upon a large ftonfe, and cutting 
his throat, the blood fell from on high, or was poured on 
the ground like water ; and fufficient evidence appeared 
the creature was dead before it was attempted to eat 
it. We have feen that the Abyffinians came from Pa- 
leHine a very few years after this ; and we . are not to 
doubt that they then carried with them this, widi many 
other Jewifh cufloms, which they have continued to this 
day. 

Confiftent with the plan of this work, whidi is to 
defcribe the manners of the feveral nations through 
which Mr. Bruce pafled, good and bad, as be obfenred 
them, he fays he cannot ayoid giving fome .account <^ 
this Polyphemus banquet, as far as decency "will permit 
him ; it is part of the hiftory of a barbarous people ; and 
Mr. Bruce fays, however he might wiih it, he cannot de- 
cline it. 

In the capital, where one is fafe from furprifc at aU 
times, 'or in the country or villages, when the rains have 
become fo conftant, that the valleys will not bear a horfe 
topafi* them, or that men cannot venture far from home, 
through fear of being furroundcd and fwept away by 
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tenaporary torrents, occafioned by fudden ihowers on the 
mountains ; in aword> when a man can fay he is fafe at 
home, and the fpear and (hield is hung up in the hall, a 
number of people of thebeft fafhion in the villages, of 
both fexes, courtiers in the palace, or citizens in the 
town, meet together to dine between twelve and one 
o*clock. A long table is fet in the middle of a large 
joom^ and benches befide it for a number of guefls 
who are invited. Tables and benches the Portuguefe in- 
troduced amongll them ; but bull-hides, fpread upon the 
ground, fervcd them before, as they now do m the camp 
and country. A cow or bull, one or more, as the com- 
pany is numerous, is brought clofe to the door, and his 
feet ftrongly tied. The fkin that hangs down under his 
chin and throat, is cut only fo deep as to arrive at the 
fat of which it totally confifts, and, by the feparation of 
a few fmall blood vcffels, fix or feven drops of blood 
only fall upon the ground. They have no ftone, bench, 
nor altar, upon which thefe cruel aiiaffms lay the ani- 
maps head in this operation. Mr. Bruce begs his pardon 
indeed for calling him an aflaffin, ashe is not fo merciful 
as to aim atihe life, btit, on the contrary, to keep the . 
bead aUve till he be nearly, eaten up. Having fatisfied , 
the Mofaical law, according to his conception, by pour- 
Jng thefe &x or feyen drops upon the ground, two or 
fltiorc of them fail t30 work ;. on the back of the bead, 
and on each fide of the fpine they cut fjdn deep ; then 
p^ttijig their fingers between the flefh and the fkin, they 
btgin to ilrijp tlie hide of the animal half way down his 
riibs, and fo onto the buttock, cutting the fkin wherever 
it hinders them commodioufly to flrip the poor animal 
bare. All the fleih on the buttocks is then cut off, and 
in folid, fquare pieces, without bones, or much efFufion 
of blood ; and the prodigious noife the animal makes is a 
fignal for the company to fit down to table. 

There are then laid before every gueft, inftead of plates, 
round cakes, if they may be fo called, abput twice as 
big as a pan-cake, and fomething thicker and tougher. 
it is unleavened bread of a fourifti tafte, far from be- 
ing difagreeable, and very eafdy digeiled, made of a grain, 
called teff. It is of different colours, from black to 
the colour of the whitefl wheat-bread. Three or four of 
L 3 thefe 
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thefc cakes arc generally put uppcrmoft, for the food 
of the perfon oppofite to whofe feat they are placed* 
Beneath thefe are four or hve of ordinafy bread, and of a 
blackifh kind. Thefe ferve the mafter to wipe his fingerS 
upon, and afterwards the fervant for bread to his din- 
ner. Two or three fervants then come^ each with i 
iquare piece of beef in their bare hands, laying it upon 
the cakes of tefF, placed like difhes down the table> 
without cloth or any thing elfe beneath them. By this 
time all the guefts have knives in their hands, and their 
men have the large crooked ones, which they put to all 
forts of ufes during the time of war. The women have 
fmall clafped knives, fuch as the worft of the kind 
made at Birmingham, fold for a penny each. The com- 
pany are fo arranged that one man fits between two wo- 
men ; the man with his long knife cuts a thin piece, which 
would be thought a good beef-fteak in England, while 
you fee the motion of the fibres yet perfectly diftinft, 
and alive in the ilelli. No man in Abyffinia, of any 
fadiion whatever, feeds himfelf, or touches his own meat. 
The women take the ftcak and cut it length-ways like 
firings, about the thicknefs of a little fingei-, then crofs- 
ways into fquare pieces, fomething fmaller than dice* 
Tills they lay upon a piece of the teiF bread, Itrongly 
powdered with black pq)per, or Cayenne pepper, and 
fbiTile fait ; they then wrap it up in tefF bread like a 
cartridge. 

In' tSe mean time, the man having put up his kmfe, 
with each hand refting upon his neighbour's knee, his 
body f!:ooping> his head low and forward, and mouth 
open very like an idiot, he turns to the one whofe car- 
tridge is firft ready, who fluffs the whole of it into his 
mcuth, which is fo full that he is in conflarit danger of 
being choaked. This is a mark of grandeur. The 
greater the man would feem to be, the larger piece he 
takes in his mouth; and the more noife he makes in 
chewing it, the more polite he is thought to be. They 
have, indeed, a proverb that fays, " Beggars and thieves 
only eat iinall pieces, or without making a noife.'* 
Jiaving difpatched this morfel, which he does very ex- 
peditioufly, his next female neighbour holds forth an- 
other catridge« which goes the fame way, and fb on till 
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he is fatisfied. He never drinks till he has fini^d eat- 
ing ; and, before he begins, in gratitude to the fair-one 
that fed him, he makes up two fmall rolls of the fame 
kind arid form ; each of his neighbours open their mouths 
at the fame time, while with each hand he puts their 
portion into their mouths. He then falls to drinking 
out of a large handfome horn ; the ladies eat till they are 
fatisfied, and then aU drink together. A great deal of 
mirth and joke goes round, very feldom with any mix- 
ture of acrimony or ill-humour. 

During all this time, the unfortunate vi£Hm at the 
door is bleeding indeed, but bleeding little. As long as 
they can cut oTF the flefh from his bones, they do not 
meddle with the thighs, or the parts where the great arte- 
tries are. At laft, they fall upon the thighs likewife ; and 
foon after the animal, bleeding to death, becomes fo 
tough that the cannibals, who have the reft of it, to eat, 
find very hard work to feparate the flclh from the bones 
with their teeth like dogs. 

In the mean time, thofe within are very much elevated ; 
love lights all its fires, and every thing is permitted with 
abfolute freedom. There is no* coynefs, no delays, no 
need of appointments or retirement, to gratify their- 
wijhes ; there are no rooms but one, in which they facri- 
fice to Bacchus and to Venus. 

Although we read from the Jefuits a great deal about 
marriage and polygamy, yet there is nothing which may 
be averred more truly, than that there is no fuch thing 
as marriage in Abyflinia, unlefs that which is contradled 
Ijy mutual <^nfent, without other form, fubfifling only 
till diflblved by diflent of one or other, and to be renew- 
ed or repeated as often as it is agreeable to both parties* 
who, when they pkaie, cohabit together again as matr^ 
and wife, after having been divorced, had children hf • 
others, or whether they have been married, or had chil- 
dren with others or not. Mr. Bruce remembers to have 
once been at Kofcam in prefence of the Iteghe, when, 
in the circle, there was a woman of great quality, 
and feven men who had all been her hufbands, none 
of whom was the happy fpoufe at that time. 

Upon feparation they divide the children. The cldell 

fon falls to the mother'^ firll choice, and the eldeft 

• ^4 daughter 
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daughter to the father. If there be btit one daughter, 
and all the reil Tons, (he is afiigned to the father. If- 
ihere be but one fon, and all the reft daughters, he is the 
right of the mother. If the numbers are unequal after 
the fir ft cleft ion, the reft are divided by lot. There is 
no fuch diftinftion as legitimate and illegitimate children 
from the king to the beggar ; for fuppofing any one of • 
their marriages valid, all the iffue of the reft muft be adul-- 
terous baftards. 

Ras Michael one day a(ked Mr. Bruce, before Abba 
Salama, (the Acab Saat) whether fuch things is thefe 
promiicuous marriages and divorces were permitted and 
pradiifed in his country ? He excufed himfelf till he was 
no longer able ; and, upon his infifling, he was obliged 
to anAver, that even if fcripture had not forbidden it, 
as Chriftians, as Engliftimen, the law reftrained them 
from fuch praftices, by declaring polygamy felony, or 
, punifhable by death. 

The king in his marriage u(es no other ceremony than 
this : He fends an Azage to the Itouie where the lady 
lives, where the officer aanounces to her, it is the king's 
pleafure that (he ftioukl remove inftantlv to the palace. 
She then dreifes herfelf in the beft manner, and imme* 
diately obeys. Thenceforward he afligns her an apart-? 
mcnt in the palace, and gives her a houfe eMcwhere in 
any part (he chufes. Then, when he makes h^ Iteghe, 
it feems to be the neareft refemblance to marriage ; for, 
whether in the court or the camp, he orders one of the 
judges to pronounce in his prefehce, that he, the king, 
hiis chofen his hand-maid, naming her, for his queen; upon 
which the crown is put upon her head, but (he is not 
anointed. 

The crown being hereditary in one family, but elcftive 
in the perfon, and polygamy being permitted, muft have 
multiplied thefe heirs very much, and produced conftant ' 
difputes, fo that it was found neceflary to provide a re- 
medy for the anarchy and effufion of royal blood, which 
was othenvife inevitably to folbw. The remedy was a 
humane and gentle one, they were confined in a good, cli- 
mate upon a high mountain, and maintained there at the 
public expence. They are there taught to read and 
writ^^ but nothing elk ; 750 cloths for wrappmg rouii4 

them. 
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them, 3000 ounces of gold^ which is 50,000 dollars, or 
crowns, are allowed by the (late for their maintenance. 
Thefe princes are hardly ufed ; and, in troublefbme times, 
often put to death upon the fmalleft miiinformation. 
Wlule Mr, Bruce was m Abyffinia, their revenue was fo 
grofsly mifapplied, that fome of them were faid to have 
died with hunger and of cold, by the avarice and hard- 
heartednefs of Michael neglefting to fumifh them necef- 
faries. Nor had the king, as far as ever Mr. Bruce 
could difcem, that fellow-feeling one would have ex- 
peded from a prince refcued from that very iituation 
himielf ; however that be, and however diftreffing the 
ituation of thofe princes, we cannot but be fatisfied with 
it when we look to the neighbouring kingdom of Sennaar, 
or Nubia. There no mountain is truiled with the con- 
finement of their princes; but, as foon as the father dies, 
the throats of all die collaterals, and all their defcendants, 
that can be laid hold of, are cut ; and this is the cafe with 
all the black ftates in the defert weft of Sennliar, Dar 
Fowr, Sele, and Bagirma. 

In fpeaking of the miTitary force of this kingdom, 
great exaggerations have been ufed. The largeft army 
that ever was in the field, was that in the rebellion before 
the battle of Serbraxos. When they firft encamped upon 
the lake Tzana, the rebe? army altogether might amount 
to about 50,000 men. In about a fortnight afterwards, 
many had deierted ; and Mr. Bruce does not think (for 
he fpeaks only by hearfay) that, when the king marched 
out of Gondar, they were then above 50,000. When 
Gojam joined, and it was known that Michael and his 
army increafed to above 60,000 men; cowards and 
brave, old and young, veteran foldiers and blackguards, 
all came to be fpeftators of that defirable event, which 
many of the wifeft had deipaircd of living to fee. TKe 
king's army, perhaps, never amounted to 26:,ooo men ; 
and, by defertion and other caufes* when they retreated 
to Gondar, Mr. Bruce does not fuppofe die army was 
j6,oOo moftly from the province of Tigre. Fafil, in- 
deed, had not joined : and adding his army of 1 2,00a 
men, it does not appear, that any king of Abyflinia 
ever commanded 40,000 efFe<5tive men at any time, or 
Bponany caufc whatever, exclufive of his houfehold troops.. 
L s Their 
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Their flandards are large ftaves, fannounted at the 
top with a hoUoiv ball ; below this is a tube, in which 
the ftafF is fixed ; and immediately below the ball, a 
narrow ftripe of iUk made forked, or fwallow- tailed, like 
a vane> and feldom much broader. The ftandards of 
the infantry have their flags painted two colours crofs- 
ways— yellow, white, red, or green. The horfe have 
all a lion upon their flag, fome a red, fome a green, and 
ibme a white lion. The black horfe have a yellow lion, 
and over it a white ftar upon a red flag, alluding to 
two prophecies, the one, ** Judah is a young lion,'* 
and the other, «' There Ihall come a flar out of Judah.** 
This had been difcontinaed for want of cloth till the war 
of Begemder, when a large piece was found in Joas*s 
wardrobe, and was thought a certain omen of his viftory, 
and of a long and \dgorous reign. This piece of cloth 
was faid to have been brought from Cairo by Yafous IT. 
for the campaign cf Sennaar, and, with the other flan- 
dards and colours, was furrendered to the rebels when the 
king waamade prifoner. 

The king's houiehoM troops fhould confifl of about 
8000 infantry, 200a of which carry firelocks, and fupply 
the place of archers ; bows have been laid afide for near a 
hundred years, and are now only ufed by the Waiter 
Shangalla, and fome other barbarous inconfiderable na^ 
tions. Thefe troops are divided into four companies, 
each under an officer called Shalaka, which anfwers to- 
our colonel. Every twenty men have aYi officer, every 
fifty a fecond, and every hundred a third ; that is, every 
twenty have one officer who commands them, but is com- 
manded likewife by an officer who commands the fifty ; 
{o that there are three officers who command fifty 
men, fix command ^ hundred, and thirty conimand 
iive hundred, over whom is the Shalaka; and this body 
they call Bet, which fignifies a Jbou/e, or apartment, be- 
caufe each of thera goes by the name of one of the king's 
apartments. For example, there is an apartment called 
Aiibafa Bet, or the lion's houfe, and a regiment carr>'ing 
that name has the charge of it, and their duty is at that 
apartment, or that part of tlie palace where it is ; there 
is another called Jan Bet or the elephant's hcuje, that 
gives the name to anctlier regiment; another called Werk 
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SaCaI^> or tht goU houfe, which gives its name to an- 
other corps ; and fo on with the reft. 

There are four regiments^ that feldom, if ever, amount- 
ed to 1600 men, which depend alone upon the king, and 
are all foreigners, at leaft the officers ; thefe have the 
charge of his perfon while in the field. In times, when 
the king is out of leading-ftrings, they amount to four or 
£ve thoufand and then opprels the country, for they 
have great privileges. At times, when the king's hands 
are weak, they are kept incomplete out of fear and 
jcalottfy. 

Before the king marches, three proclamations are 
made. The firft is, "Buy your mules, get ready your 
provifion, and pay your fervants ; for, after fuch a day, 
they that feck me here (hall not find me." The fe- 
cond is about a week after, or according as the exigency 
, is preifing ; this is, ** Cut down the kantuffa in the four 
quarters of the world, for I do not know where I am 
going." This kantuifa is a terrible thorn which very 
much molefls the king and nobility in their march, by 
taking hold of their long hair, and the cotton clotJi 
they arfe wrapped in. The third and laft proclamation 
is, ^' I am encamped upon the Angrab, or Kahha ; he 
that does not join me there, I will ch^ftife him for 
feven years." Mr. Bruce was long in doubt what 
this term of feven years meant, till he recolledled tlie 
jubilee-year of the Jews, with whom feven years was 
a prefcription of oiiences, debts, and all trefpaifes. 

The rains generally ceafe the eighth of September ; 
a fickly feafon follows, till they begin again about the 
20th of Odlober ; they then continue pretty conftant, 
but moderate in quantity, till Hedar St. Michael, the 
eighth of November. All epidemic difeafes ceafe with 
the end of thefe rains, and it is then the armies begin 
to march. 

Mr. Bruce next proceeds to fpeak of the ftate of 
religion in Abyffinia, where, there are more churches 
than in any other country ; and, though it is very 
mountainous, and confequently the view much obllru6b- 
ed, it is very feldom you fee Icfs than five or fix churches ; 
and, if you are on a commanding ground, five times 
that number. Every great man that dies thinks he has 
L 6 atQned 
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atoned ^ all Jfis wickednefs if he leaves a fond to tmild 
a church, x3'r has bmlt ofie in his life-time. The king 
builds nt^y» Wherever a vi6loiy is gained, there a 
church 19 cre^ed in the very field ftinking wiA the pu- 
ttid bodies of the flain. Fonrteriy this was only the 
cafe when the enemy was Pagan or Infidel ; now the 
fame is obferved when the vidories are over Chriilians. 
The fitnation of a church is always chofen near running 
water, for the convenience of their purifications and ab- 
lutions, in which they obfervc ftridlly the Ltvitical law. 
They are always placed upon the top of fome beautiful, 
round hill, which is furrounded cjntirely with rows of 
tiie oxycedrus, or Virginia cedar, which grows here in 
great . beauty and perfe^on, and is called Arz; There 
is nothing adds fo much to the beauty of the country as 
thefe churches and the plantations about them. In the 
middle of this plantation of cedars is interfperfed, at 
proper diHances, a number of thofe beautiful trees called 
Cuflb, which grow very high, and are all extremely pic- 
turefque. 

The churches are all round, with thatched roofs ; 
their fummits are perfeft cones ; the outfide is furrounded 
by a number of wooden pillars, w)^ich are nothing elfe 
than the trunks of the cedar-tree, and are placed to fup- 
port the edifice, abdut eight feet of the roof pro- 
jecting beyond the wall of the church, which forms an. 
. agreeable walk, pr colonade, around it in hot weather> 
cr in rain. The infideof the church is in feveral divi- 
■ fions, accdrding as is prefcribed by the law of Mofes, 
The fiTiT»is a circle fomewhat wider than the inner one; 
here the congregation fit and pray. Within this is a 
fquare, and that fquare is divided by a veil or curtdn, in 
which is another very fmall divifion anfivering to the 
holy of holies. This is fo narrow, that none but the 
priefls can go into it. YouC are bare-footed, when- 
ever you enter the church ; and, if bare-footed, you 
may go through every part of it, if you have any 
fuch curioiity,. provided you are pure, that is, have not 
been concerned with women for twenty-four hours be- 
fore, or touched carrion or dead bodies, (a curious afilenh- 
blage of ideas,) for in that cafe you are not to go within 
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the precinds, or outer circumference of the church, But 
ftand and fzy your prayers at an awful diftance among 
the cedars. 

Every perfon of both fexes, under Jewifti difqualifica- 
Uons» are obliged to obierve this diflance ; and this is 
always a place belonging to the church, where, unlefs in 
Lent,, you fee the greateft part of the congregation ; but 
.this is left to your own confcience'; and, S* there was 
cither great inconvenience in the one Situation, or great 
fatislaSion in the other, the cafe would be otherwife. 

On your iirft entering the church, you put off your 
fiioes ; but you muft leave a fervant there with them, or 
clfe they wUl be flden, if good for any thing, by the 
priefts and monks before you come out of the church. 
At entering yon kifs the threfliold, and the two door-pofts, 
go in and fay what prayer you pleafe ; that finifhed, you 
come out again, and your duty is over. The churches 
are full of pifturcs, painted on parchment, and nailed 
upon the walls, in a manner little lefs ilovenly than yott 
fee paltry prints in beggarly country ale-houfes. There 
has been always a fort of painting known among the 
fcribes, a daubing much inferior to the worflofour iign- 
painters. Sometimes, for a particular church, they get a 
number of piftures of faints, on £kins of parchment, 
ready finifhed from Cairo, in a ftile very little fuperior to 
thefe performances of their own. They are placed like 
a frieze, and hung in the upper part of the wall. St. 
George is generally there with his dragon, and St. De- 
metrius fighting a lion. There is no choice in their 
faints; they are both of the Old and New Tellament, and 
thofe that might be difpenfed with from both. There is 
St. Pontius Pilate and his wife ; there is St. Balaam and 
liis &(s ; St. Samfon and his jaw-bone ; and fo of the reil. 
But the thing that furprifed Mr. Bruce moil was a kind 
of fquare miniature upon the front of the head- piece, or 
mitrs, of the prieft, adminiftring the facrament at Adowa, 
. reprefenting Pharaoh on a white horfe plunging in the Red 
Ssa, with many guns and piftols fwimming upon the fur- 
face of it around,him. 

Nothing embofled, nor in relief, ever appears in any 

of their churches ; all this would bs reckoned idolatry, 

fomuch fo, that they do not wear aciofs, as has been rrprc- 
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fentedy on the top of the ball of the fendick^ or ftand** 
ard, becau% it c^s a ihade ; but there is no doubt that 
pidlures have been ufed in their churches from the very 
earlieft age of Chriftianity. 

The articles of the faith of the Abyflinians have been* 
inquired into and difcuffed with fo ihuch keenefs in the 
beginning of this century, that. Mr. Bruce fears he 
(hould diibblige fome of his readers were hetopafs this 
fubjed without notice. 

Their firft bi(hop> Frumentius, being ordained about 
the year 333, and inftrufted in the religion of the Greeks 
of the church of Alexandria by St. Athanailus, then fit- 
ting in the chair of St. Mark, it follows that the true 
religion of the Abyflinians, which they received on their 
converfion to ChrilHanity, is that of the Greek church ; 
and every rite or ceremony in the Abyffinian church 
may be found and traced up to its origin in the Greek 
church while both of them were orthodox. Frumentius 
preferved Abyffinia untainted with herefy till the day of 
his death. We find from a letter preferved in the works 
of St. Athanaiius, that Confiantius, the heretical Greek 
emperor, wifhed St. Athanafius to deliver him up, which 
that patriarch refufed to do ; indeed, at that time, it was 
not in his power. ' 

Soon after this, Ariantim, and a number of other he- ! 

refies, each in their turn, were brought by the monks from 
Egypt, and infefted the church of Abyfiinia. A great 
part of thefe herefics, in the beginning, were certainly 
owing to the difference of the languages in thofe times, 
and elpecially the two words Nature zxidi Per/on, than 
which no two words were ever more equivocal in every 
language in which they have been tranf^ated. 

It was fettled by the firfl general council, that one 
baptifm only was necefTary for the regeneration of man, J 

for freeing him from the iin of our firft parents, and 
lifting him under the banner of Ch rist. — " 1 confefsone 
baptifm for the remiflion of fms," fays the Symbol. It 
was maintained by the Jefuits, that in Abyffinia, once 
every year, they baptifed all grown people, or adults. 
Mr. Bi'uce here relates what he himfelf faw on the fpot. 

The fmall river, running between the town of Adowa 
and the church, had been dammed up for feveral 

days; 
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dftys; the ftream was fcanty, fo that it fcarely over- 
flowed. It was in places tlirec feet deep, in fome, per- 
haps, four, or little more. Three large tents were 
pitched the morning before the feaft of the Epiphany ; 
one on the north for the priefts to repofe in during inter- 
vals of the fervice, and beiide this one. to communicate 
in : on the fouth there was a third tent, for the mQnks 

, and prieftsf of another church to reft therafelves in their 
turn. About twelve o'clock at night, the monks and 
priefts met together, and began their prayers and pfalms 
at the water-fide, one party relieving each other. At dawn 
of day the governor, Welleta Michael, came thither 
with fome foldiers to raife men for Ras Michael, then 
on his march againft Waragna Faiil, and fat down on a 
fmall hill by the water-'fide, the troops all fidrmiftiing on 
foot and on horfeback around them. 

As foon as the fun began to appear, three large croftes 
of wood were carried by three priefts dreffed in their fa- 
cerdotal veftments, and who, coming to the fide of the 
rivers dipt the crofs into the water, and all this time the 
firing, ikirmiftiing, and praying went on togethar. The 
priefts with the croffes returned, one of their number 
before them carrying fomething lefs than anEnglifti quart 
of water in a filver cup or chalice ; when they were 
about fifty yards from Welleta Michael, that general 
ftood up, and the prieft took as much water as he could 
hold in his hands and fprinkled it upon his head, hold- 
ing the cup at the fame time to Welleta Michael's mouth 
to tafte ; aft^r which the prieft received it back agkin, 
faying, at th^ fame time, " Gzier y'barak," which is 
fimply, '* May God blefs you." Each of the three 
. croffes were then brought forward to Welleta Michael, 
and he kiffed them. The ceremony of fprinkling the wa- 
ter was then repeated to all the great men in the tent, all 
cleanly dreffed as in gala. Some of them, not contented 

, with afperfion, received the water in the palms of their 
hands joined, and drank it there ; more water was 
brought for thofe that had not partaken of the firft; and, 
after the whole of the governor's company were iprinkled, 
the croffes returned to the river, their bearers finging 
ballelujabs, and fkirmiftiing and firing continuing^ 

Mr. 
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Mr. Bruce obferved, thit, a very Kttle time after 
the governor had been fprinkled, two horfes and two 
mules, belonging to Ras Michael and Ozoro Efther, 
came and were wafhed. Afterwards the foldiers went 
in and bathed their horfes and guns ; thofe who had 
wounds bathed them alfo. Heaps of platters and pots, 
that had been ufed by Mahometans jor Jews, were 
brought thither likewife to be purified; and thus the 
whole ended. 

Mr. Bruce faw this ceremony performed afterwards' at 
Kahha, near Gondar, in prefence of the king, who drank 
fotoie of the water, and was fprinkled by the priefts ; 
then took the cup in his hand, and threw the reft that 
was left upon Amha Yafous, faying, *' I will be your 
deacoti ;" and this was thought a high compliment, the 
prieft giving him his bleflSng at the fame time, but of- 
fering him no more water. 

.Mr. Bruce then mentions the account given of this 
by Alvarez, chaplain to the Portuguefe embafly, under 
Don Roderigo de Lima. 

The king had invited Don Roderigo de Lima, the 
Portuguefe ambaffador, to be prefent at the celebration 
of the feftival of the Epiphany. They went about a 
mile and a half from theii^ former ftation, and encamped 
upon the fide of a pond which had been prepared for the 
occafion. Alvarez favs, that, in their way, they were' 
often afked by thofe they met or overtook, " Whether 
t)r not they were going to be* baptized ?** to which the 
chaplain and his company anlwered in the negative, as 
having been already once baptized in their childhood. 
'** In the night, fays he, a great number of piiefts afTenr- 
fcled about the pond, roaring and finging with a view of 
blefiing the water. After midnight the baptifm began. 
The Abuna Mark, the king and queen, were the firft 
that went into the lake ; they had each a piece of cotton 
cloth about their middle, which was juft fo much more 
than the reft of the people had. At the fun-rifing the 
baptifm was moll thronged ; after which, when Alvarez 
came, the lake was full of holy water, into which they^ 
• had poured oil." 

It fhould feem, from this outfet of his narrative, that 

•Ire was not at the lake till the ceremony was half over,, 

and did not fee tiiat benedidlion of the water at all, nor 
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l^e curious exhiiitdcm of the King, Qaeen^ and Abima** 
and their cotton cloths. 

The Abyifinians receive the holy facrament in both 
kinds in unleavened bread, and in the grape bruifedwith' 
the hulk toMher as it grows, (o that it is a kind of mar- 
malade, and is given in ^' ftat fpoon : whatever they may 
pretend, fome mixture feems neccfikry to keep it from 
fermentation in the ftate that it is m, ttnlefs the dried 
clufter is freih- bruifed juft before it is ufed, for it is 
little more flmd than the common marmalade of con- 
fet^ioners ; but it is perfeftly the grape as it grew, bruifed,' 
ftones and fldn together. Some means, however, have 
been ufed, as Mr. Broce fuppofes, to prevent fermenta- 
tion, and make it keep ; and though this is conilantly 
denied, he has of^n thought he taSed a flavour that was* 
not natural to the grape itfelf. ' . 

It is a mi (lake that there is no wine in Abyiltnia, for 
a quantity of excellent ftrong wine is made at Dreeda, 
fouth-weft from Gondar, about thirty miles, which 
would more than fupply the quatktity neccflary for the 
celebration of the eucharifl in all Abyflinia twenty times 
over. The people themfelvcs arc not fond of wine, 
and plant the vine in one place only ; and in this they 
have been imitated by the Egyptians, thdu* colony ; but 
a finall black grope, of an excdlent flavomv gnaws pkii* 
tifblly wUd in every wood in Tigrc. ' 

Large pieces of bread are given to the commaniouits 
in proportion to their quality; and Mr. Brace has (een 
great men, who, though they opened their mouths as 
wide as, conveniently a man can do, yet, from the re- 
{peSt the priefl bore him, fuch a portion of the loaf was 
pert into his mouth that water ran from his eyes, firom 
the incapacity of chewing it, which, however, he does 
as indecently, aod with full as much noiie, as he eats 
at tabW. 

After receiving the facrament of the eucharift in both 
idnds, a pitcher of water is brought, of which the com- 
mimicam drinks a larg9 draught ; and well he needs it to 
waih down' the quantity of brea^l he has juft fwallowed. 
He then retires from the fteps of the inner divifion, upon 
which the admini&ering pricfl: fiands^ and^ taming his 
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^ce t6 the wall of the chiirch^ in private fcyi fom^^ 
prayer with Teeming decency and attention. 

The Romanics doubt of ^e validity of the Aby£inian 
confecration of the elements, becaufe. in their liturgy 
it is plainly faid, " Loud- put thy hand upon this cup, 
and blefs it, and ian^ify it> and purify it> that in it 
may be made thy holy blood;" and of the bread they 
fey, " Blefs the faucer, or -plate, that in it may be 
made thy holy body." And In their prayer they fay, 
" Change this bread that it may be made thy pure body, 
which is joined with this cup of thy precious blood." 
The Jefuits doubt of the vafidity of this Confecration, 
becaufe it is faid, " this 6reiui is my body," and over 
the wine, ** this cup is my blood;" whereas, to <^rate 
a true tranfubflantiation, they ^ould fay over the bread, 
" this is my body." 

Mr. Bruce finifhes this fubjeft by an anecdote that 
l)appened a few months before his coming into Abyilinia,- 
as it was accidentally told him by the prieft of Adowa 
the very day of the Epiphany, and which J anni vouched 
to be true, and to have feen. 

The Sunday before Ras Michael's departure for Gon- 
dar from Adow^ he went to church in great pomp, and 
there received the facrament. There happened to be 
iiich a crowd to fee. him, that the wine, part of the con* 
fecrated elements, was thrown down and ipilt upon the 
ftepa whereon the communicants flood at receiving. 
Some ftraw or hay was inflantly gathered and fprinkled 
upon ' it to cover it, and the communicants continued 
the fcrvice till the end, treading that grafs under foot. - 

This giving great ofience to Janni, and fbnie few 
prieils th?t lived with him, it was told Michael, who, 
without explaining himfelf, faid only, " As to the £st€t 
Qf throwing the hay, they are a parcel of hogs, and 
know no better." Thefe few woras had fluck in the 
ftomach of the prieft of AdoWa, who,- with great fecre- 
cy, and as' a mark of friendftiip, begged Mr. Bruce' 
would give him his opinion what he &ould have don^, 
or rather, what would have been done in his country ? 
Mr. Bruce told him, that the anfwer to his qucIHon de- 
pended upon two things, which, being known, his dif- 
icHlties would be very eafily folved. « If you do be- 
lieve 
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EeVe that the vvine (pilt by the mob upon the ftepj, and 
trodden under foot afterwards, was really the blood of 
JesusChrist, then you was guilty of a moft horrid crime> 
and you fhould cry upon the mountains to clover you $ 
and ages of atonement are not fufficient to expiate it. 
You fhould, in the mean time, have railed the place 
round with iron, or built it round with ftone, that no 
foot, or any thing elfe but the dew of heaven, could 
have fallen upon it, or you fhould have brought in the 
river upon the place that would have wafhed it all td 
the fea, and covered it ever after from facrilegious pro- 
fanation. But if, on the contrary, you believe (a^ 
many Chriftian churches de) that the wine (notwith- 
ilanding confecration) remained in the cup nothing more 
than wine, but was only the fymbol, or type, of Ch rist's 
blood of the New Teflament, then the fpilling it upon 
the fteps, and the treading upon it afterwards, having 
been merely accidental, and out of your power to pre- 
vent, being fo far from your wifh that you are heartily 
forry that it happened, I do not reckon that you are fur- 
ther liable in the crime of facriiege, than if the wine had 
not been confecrated at all. You are to humble your- 
{bif> and fincerely regret that fo irreverent an accident 
happened in your hands, and in your dme ; but as you 
did not intend it, and could not prevent it, the confe- 
quence of an accident, where inattention is exceedingly 
culpable, will be imputed to you, and nothing fur- 
ther." 

The priefl declared to Mr. Bruce, with the greated 
eameflnefs, that he never did believe that the elements 
in the eucharift were converted by confecration into the 
real body and blood of Christ. He fald, however, that 
he believed this to be the Roman Catholic faith, but it 
never v/as his ; and that he conceived that bread was 
bread, and the wine w?.s wine, even after confecration. 
From this example, which occurred merely accidentally^ 
and was not the fruit of interrogation or curiofity, it 
appears to Mr. Bruce, whatever the Jefuits fay, fome at 
Idaft among the Abyffinikns do not believe the real pre- 
fence in the eucharift ; but further our traveller is not 
enough informed to give a poiitive opinion. 

The 
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The Abyffinians are not all agreed about the ftatc of 
fouls before the refurreftion of the body. The opinion 
which generally prevails is, that there is no third llate ; 
but that, after the example of the thief, the fouls of 
good men enjoy the beatific vifion immediately upon 
the feparation from the body. But their pradice and 
books both contradid thi5 ; for, as often as any perfon 
dies, alms are given, and prayers are offered for the 
fouls of thofe departed, which would be vain did they 
believe they were already in the preleiicex)f God, and 
in poiTeflion of the greatell blifs pofliblc, wanting nothing 
to compleat it. 

The cirqumcifion of the Abylfiniansis performed with 
a (harp knife, or razor. There is no laceration with the 
pailii, no formula or repetition of words, nor any reli- 
gious ceremony at the time of the operation, nor is it 
done at any particular age, and generally it is a woman 
that is the furgeon. The Falafha fay, they perform it 
fometimes with the edge of a fharp Hone, fome- 
times with a knife or rasu}r, and at other times with. 
the nails of their fingers ; and for this purpofe they have 
tlie nails of their little fingers of an immoderate length : 
at the time of the operation the pricft chants a hymn, 
erverfe, importing, '* Bleffed art thou, OLord, who 
bail ordained circumcifion !'' This is performed on the 
eighth day, and is a religious rite, according to the firft 
inftitution by Goo to Abraham. 

All the inhabitants of the globe agree in confidering k 
fliameful to expofe the private part of their body, even 
$o men ; and in the eail, where, from climate, you are 
allowed, and from refped to your fuperiors, the gene- 
rality of men are forced to go naked, all agree in cover- 
jag their waifl, which is caUed their naktdnefs^ though it 
is really the only part of their body that is covered. 
. Circumcifion having no natural caufe or advantage, 
being in itfelf repugnant .to man's nature, and extremely 
painful, if not dangerous, it could never originate in 
man's mind wantonly and out of free-will. It might 
have done fo, indeed, fix>m imitation, but with Abraham 
iX had a caufe, as God was to make his private family in 
a few years numerous, like the fands of the fea. This 
Oiark^ which feparated them from all the world, was an 

cafy 
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rafy way to ftiew whether the promife was fulfilled or 
not. They were going to take pofieffion of a land 
where circumcifion was not known, and this ihewedthem 
their enemy difHnA from their own people. 

Tlicrc is another ceremony, which regards the women 
alfo, and which Mr. firuce calls incifien. This is an 
uTage frequent, and Hill retained among the Jews, though 
pofitively prohibited by the law : " Thou flialt not cut 
thy face ior the fake of, or on account of the dead.'* 
As (bon as a near relation dies in Aby&ua> a brother 
oc parent, 6oudn«-german or lover, every woman in that 
relation, with the nail of her little finger, which ihe 
leaves long on purpofe, cuts the fldn of both her temples, 
about the fizc of a fixpence; and therefore you fee eithief 
a wound or a fear in every fair face in Abyifinia ; and 
in the dry feafbn, when' the camp is oat, from the lofs of 
friends, they feldom have liberty to heal till peace, and 
the army returns- with the rains. 

The Abyffinians, like; the ancient Egyptiansr, tiieir firft 
. colony, in computing their time, have' continued the 
ufe of the folar yiear. Diodorus Siculvs fays, ♦• They 
do not reckon their time by the moon, but according 
to the fun ; that thirty days conftitute their month, to 
which they add kv^ days aivd the fburdi part of a day, and 
this completes their year." 

It is uncertain whence diey derived. the namnes^f^their 
months ; they have no fignification in any of the laH«- 
guages of Abyffinia. The name of tiie firft month among 
Uie old Egyptians has pontinued to this day. It is Tot, 
probably lo called from the firft divifion of time among 
the Egyptians, from obfcrvation of the helaical rifmg of 
the dog-ftar. The names of the months retained in Abyf- 
finia are pofiibly in antiquity prior to this ; they are |)fO* 
baMy thofe given them by the Cu^ite, be^re the Ka- 
lendars at Thebes and Meroe, their colony, were 
formed. 

The Abyflinians have another way of defcribing time 
peculiar to themfelves ; they read the whole of the four 
cvangelifts every year in dieir churches. They begin 
with Matthew, then proceed to Mark, Luke, and John, 
ia order; and when they fpeak of s^i event, they write 

and 
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and fay it happened in the days of Matthew, that is, in 
the firft quarter of the yeiar, while the goipel of St* 
Matthew was yet reading in the churches. They com- 
pute the time of the day in a very arbitrary, irregular 
atanner. The twilight is very fhort, almoft impercep- 
tible, and was ftill more fo when the court was removed- 
farther to the fouthward in Shoa. As foon as the fun 
hUs below the horizon, • night comes on, and all the ftars 
appean This term, then, the twilight, they chooie 
for the beginning of their day, and call it Nagge, which 
is the very time the twilight of the mornii^lals. The 
fame is obferved at night, and Mefet is meant to iignify 
the inftant of begin«tng the twilight, between the fan'» 
lolling below the horizon and the ftars appearing. Mid- 
day is by them called Kater, a very old word, which 
fignifics culmnation, or a thing's being arrived or placed 
at the middle or higheft part of an arch. All the reft 
of times, in converution, they defcribe by pointing at 
the pkte in the heavens where the fun then was, when 
what they are defcribing happened. 

Mr. Bi:uce concludes what further he has to fay on 
this fubjed^, by obferving, that nothing can be more in- 
accurate than ail Aby^nian calculations. Beiides their 
abfolute ignorance in arithmetic, their exceflive idlenefs 
and averfion to ftudy, and a number of fanciful, whim-' 
ficftl combinations, by which every particular fcribe or 
monk diftinguifhes himfelf, there are obvious, reaibns 
why there ihould be a variation between their chronology, 
and ours. The beginning of our years are different ; 
eurs begin on the ift of January, and theirs on the ift 
day of September, fothat there are 8 months difference 
between us. The laft day of Auguft may be the year 
17 Bo with us, and 1779 only with the Abyffmians. And 
in the reign of their kings, they very feldom mention 
eidier month or day beyond an even number, of years.' 
Suppoling, then, it is known that the reigil of ten kings 
extended from fuch to facb period, where all the months 
and days are comprehended^ when we come to affign to- 
each of thefe an equal number of years, without the cor- 
refpondent months and days^ it is plain that, when all ^ 

thefr 
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depoty, and yott anfVer that you advUe mc to ap- 
point him myfclf»" " And fo I do, replied Tccla Ma- 
nam) . Who is to appoint him but you ? You are go- 
vernor o£ Ras el Feel ; are ybu not }" Mr, Bruce flood 
motionlefs with afloniihment. ** It is no great aiBiir, 
faid he, and I hope you v/ill never iee it. It is a hot, 
unwholeTome country, full of Mahometans ; but its gold 
is as good as any ChrifHan gold whatever. I wi(h i\ 
had been Begemder with all my heart, but there is a 
good time coming." 

Mr. Bruce, after having recovered himfelf a little from 
his furprife, went to Ayto Confii to kifs his hand as his 
fuperior ; but this he would by no means fufFer him to 
do. A great dinner was provided them by the Iteghe; 
and Yaiine being fent for, was appointed, cloathed, that 
is, invefted, and ordered immediately to Ras el Feel to his 
government, to .make peace with the Daveina, and bring 
all the horfes he could get with him from thence, or 
from Atbara. The having thus provided for Yaiine, and 
fecured, as he thought, a retreat to Sennaar for himfelf, 

fave him thefirfl real pleafure that he had received fince 
is landing at Mafuah ; and that day, feeing himfelf in 
company with all his friends, and the hopes of this coun- 
try, for the firft time iince his arrival in Abyffinia, he 
abandoned himfelf to joy. 

His conftitution was, however, too much weakened 
to bear any exceffes. The day after, when he went home 
to Emfras, he found himfelf attacked with a How fever, 
and thinking that it was the prelude of an ague, with 
which he was often tormented, he fell to taking bark, 
-without any remiflion, or, where the remiffion was very 
obfcure, he fhut himfelf up in the houfe, upon his con- 
ftant regimen of boiled rice, with abundant draughts of 
cold water. 

At this time a piece of bad news was circulated at 
Gondar, that Kafmati Boro, whom the Ras had left 
governor at Damot, had been beaten by Fafil, and oblig- 
ed to retire to his own country in Gojam, to Stadis Am- 
ba, near the paflage of the Nile, at Mine ; and that 
Fafil, with a Jijuch larger army of Galla than that he 
had brought to Fagitta, had taken potleiEon of Bui e, the 
ttfual place of his reiidence. Tiiis being privately talke i 
M of 
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of as trne, Mr. Brace a(ked iLtfia. Yafous, in confidence, 
what he knew of it. Upon its being confirmed, he could 
not difguife his forrow, as he was convinced that unex- 
pefted turn of affairs would be an invincible obftacle to his 
reaching the iburce of the Nile. " You arc miftaken, 
fays Kefla Yafous, it is the beft thing that could hap- 
pen to you. Why you defire to fee thofe places I do 
not know ; but this I am fure of, you never will arrive 
there with any degree of fafety while Fafil commands. 
He is as perfect a Galla as ever forded the Nile ; he 
has neither word, nor oath, nor feith that can bind ; he 
does mifchief for mifchief*s fake, and then laughs at it." 

After FafiPs defeat at Fagitta, and the affront he re- 
ceived at Aflba in the heart of his own country, he had 
continued his route ,to Bure, a diftridl of tfit Agows, 
where was his conflant refidence. After this he had 
croffed the Nile into the country of Bizamo ; and Boro 
de Gago had taken up his refidence at Brue, when Mi- 
chael returned to Gondar ; but no fooner had he heard 
of his arrival in thofe parts, than he marched with a 
number of horfe, and forced his rival to retire to 
Gojam. 

A very obftinate battle was fought at Banja, in which 
the Agows were entirely defeated by Fafil, fevcn of their 
chiefs killed, all men of great confequence, among whom 
was Ayamico, a very near relation of the king. The 
news were firfl brought by a fbn*of Nanna Georgis, 
chief of the Agows, who efcaped from the battle. Mi- 
chael was at dinner, and Mr. Bruce^ was prefcnt. It 
was one of his caroufals for the marriage of Powufllen, 
when young Georgis came into the room, in a torn 
and dirty habit, unattended, and almofl unperceived, 
and prefented himfelf at the foot of the table/ Michael 
had then in his hand a cup of gold, it being the exclufive 
privilege of the governor of the province of Tigre to 
drink out of fuch a cup ; it was full of wine ; before a 
word was fpoken, and, upon the firft appearance of the 
man, he threw the cup and wine upon the ground, and 
cried out, " I am guilty of the death of thefe people," 
Every one arofe, the table v/as removed, and Georgis 
told his misfortune, that Nanna Georgis liis father, 
^ccgam Georgis, the next in rank among them, Aya- 
mico 
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mico the king's relation, and four other chiefs, were 
ilain at Banja, and their race nearly extirpated by a vic- 
tory gained with much bloodfhed, and after cruelly pux- 
fued in retaliation for that of Fagitta. 

A council was immediately called, where it was re- 
folved, that, though the rainy feafon was at hand, the 
utmoft expedition Siould be made to take the field ; that 
Guflio and Powuflen (hould return to their provinces^ 
and increafe their army to the utmoft of their power ; 
that the king fhould take the low road by Foggora and 
Dara, there to join the troops of Begemder and Amhara, 
crofs the Nile at the mouth of the lake, above the fe- 
cond cataraft, as it is called, and march thence ftraight 
to Bure, which, by fpeedy marches, might be done in 
five or fix days. No refolution was ever embraced with 
more alacrity ; the caufo of the Agows was the caufe of 
Gondar, or famine would clfe immediately follow. The 
king's troops and thoTe of Michael were all ready, and 
had jufl refrefhed themfelves by a week's feftivity. 

Gufho and Powuflen, after having fworn to Michael 
that they never would return without Fafii's head, de- 
camped next morning with very different intentions in 
their hearts ; for no fooner had they reached Begemder 
than they entered into a confpiracy in form againft Mi- 
chael, which they had long meditated ; they had re^ 
folved to make peace with Fafil, and fwcar with him a 
folemn league, that they were but to have one canfe^ 
one council,, and one intereft, till they had deprived Mi- 
chael of his life and dignity. 

All this time Mr. Bruce found himfelf declining in 
health, to which the irregularities of the laft week had 
greatly contributed. The king and Ras had fufficiently 
provided tents and conveniences for him, yet he wanted 
to conftrudl for himfelf a tent, with a large flit in the 
roof, that he might have an opportunity of taking ob- 
fervations with his quadrant, without being inquieted 
by troublefome or curious vifitors. He therefore ob- 
tained leave from the king to go to Emfras, a town 
about twenty miles fbuth from Gondar, where a number 
of Mahometan tent- makers lived. Guiho had a houfc 
there, and a pleafant garden, which he very willingly 
gave Mr. Bruce the ufs of, with tiiis advice, however, 
M 2 wiiich 
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which at the time he did not underf!and, ratlier to go on 
to Amhara with him, for he would there fooner recover 
his health, and be more in quiet, than with the King 
or Michael. As the king was to pafs immediately under 
this town, and as mofl of thofe thatioaded and unloaded 
his tents and baggage were Mahometants, and lived at 
Emfras, he could not be better iituated, or more at his 
liberty and eafe than there- 

After having taken his leave of the king and the Ras, 
he paid the fame compliment to the Iteghe at Kofcam. 
That excellent princefs endeavoured much to diiFuadc 
Mr. . Bruce from leaving Gondar. She treated the 
intention of going to the fource of the Nile as a fan- 
taftical folly, unworthy of any man of fenfe or under- 
ilanding, and ver>' eameftly advifed him to flay under her 
protedlion at Kofcam, till he faw whether Ras Micha^ 
and the king would return, and then take the iirfl: good 
opportunity iof retuuidng to his own country through 
Tigre, the way that he came, before any cv^ ihould 
Overtake him. 

Mr. Bruce excufed himfelf the beft he could. It was 
not eafy to do it with any degree of conviftion, to peo-r. 
pie utterly unlearned, and who knew nothing of the 
prejudice of ages in favour of the attempt he was en- 
gaged in. He, therefore, turned the difcourfe to pro- 
feffions of gratitude .for benefits that he had every day 
^received from her, and for the very great honour that 
fhe then did him, when fhe condefcended to teftify her 
anxiety concerning the fate of a poor unknown traveUer 
Hke him, who could not poffibly have any merit but 
what, arofc from her own gracious and generous fen ti- 
ments, and univerfal charity, that extended to every ob- 
jfeft in proportion as they were helplcfs. 

Gondar, the metropolis of Abyilinia, is fituated upon 
a hill of coniiderable height, the top of it nearly plain. 
On which the town is placed. It confifls of about ten 
thoufand families in times of peace; the houfes are 
chiefly of clay, the roofs thatcheiin the form of cones, 
which is always the conftruftion within the tropical 
rains. On the weft end of the town is the king's houfo, 
formcrley a ftru*5turc of coniiderable confequence ; it was 
a fquare building, flanked with fqaare .towers ; it was 

formerly 
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fermerly four ftories high ; and, from the top of it, had 
a magnificent view ^f all the country fouthward to the 
lake Tzana. Great part of this houfe is how in ruins, 
hairing been burnt at difFeregt times ; but there is ilill 
ample lodging in the two loweft floors of it, the au- 
dience-chamber being above one hundred and twenty 
feet long. 

Gondar, by a number, of obfervations of the fun and 
ftars made by day and night, in the courfc of three years, 
with an agronomical quadrant of three feet radius, and 
two excellent' telefcopes, and by a mean of all their 
fmall differences, is in lat. 12° 34' 30"; andby man)% 
obfei-vations, Mr. Bruce concluded its longitude to be 
37° 33 Q" ^^^ ^'■o'" ^^ meridian of Greenwich.. 

On the 4th of April 1770, at eight o'clock in the 
morning, Mr. Bruce fet out from Gondar, and the 
next day he arrived at Emfras, after a very plea- 
fant, though not interefting excur/ion. The town is 
iituated on a fteep hill, and the way up to it is almoft 
perpendicular like the afcent of a ladder. The houfe« 
are all placed about the middle of the hill, fronting the 
weft, in number about 300. Above thefc houfes are 
gardens, or rather fields, full of trees and bufhes, with- 
out any fort oforder, up to the very top. Emfras com- 
piaods a view of the whole lake of Tzana^ and part of 
the country on the other fide. It was once a royal re- 
ildence. On a fmall hill is a houfe of Hatze Hannes, in 
ibrm of a fquare tower, now going faft to ruin. Emfras 
is in lat. 12° 12' 38" N. and long. 37° 38' 30" E. of the 
meridian of Greenwich. 

The lake of Tzana is much the largefl expanfe of 
water known in that country. Its extent, however, has 
been greatly exaggerated. Its greateft breadth is 35 
miles ; but it decreafes greatly at each extremity, where 
it is not fometimes above ten miles broad. Its greateft 
length is 49 miles from north to fouth, and which extent 
this lake has in length. In the dry months, from Ofto- 
ber to March, the lake fhrinks greatly in fize ; but after 
that all thofe. rivers are full which are on every fide of it, 
.and fall into the lake^ like radii drawn to a center, then 
it fwells, and extends itfelf into the plain country, and 
jias of courfe a much larger furface. ^ 

M3 On 
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On the 1 2th of May our travellers heard the king had 
inarched to Tedda, and on the 1 5 th, they heard the king's 
kettle drums. Forty-five of thefe inftruments conftantly 
go before him, beating all the way while he is on his 
march. The Mahometan town near the water was plun- 
dered in a minute ; but the inhabitants had long before 
removed every thing valuable. 

On the 14th, at day-break, Mr. Bruce mounted his 
horfe, with all his men-fervants, leaving the women- 
fervants and an old man to take care of the houfe. It 
was very unfafe to travel in fuch company at fuch an 
#ioar. Early as it was, the king was then in council, 
and Ras Michael, who had his advifers aflembled alfo in 
his tent, had juft left it to go to the king's. There was 
about 500 yards between their tents, and a free avenue is 
conftantly left, in which it is a crime to Hand, or even 
to crofs, unlefs for meflcngers fent from the one to the 
other. 

Mr. Bruce now took the advantage to pay a vifit to 
the great cataraft of Alata. The firft thing our traveller 
was (hewn was the bridge, which confifts of one arch ojf 
about twenty-five feet broad. Fragments of the parapets 
.remained, and the bridge itfelf feemed to bear the appear- 
ance of frequent repairs, and many attempts to ruin it J 
otherwife, in its conftruftion, it was exceedingly com- 
modious. The Nile here is confined between two rocks, 
and runs in a deep trough, with great roaring and im- 
petuous velocity. They were told no crocodiles were 
ever feen fo high, and were obliged to remount the 
ilream above half a mile before they came to the cataraft, 
through trees and bulhes of a beautiful and deKghtful 
appearance. 

The cataraft itfelf w^s the moft magnificent fight that 
Mr. Bruce ever beheld. The height has been rather ex- 
aggerated. The miiTionaries fay the fall is about fixteeii 
ells, or fifty feet. The meafuring is, indeed, very 
difficult ; but, by the pofitjon of long fticks, and poles 
of difterent lengths, at different heights of the rock, 
from the water's edge, Mr. Bruce thinks he may venture 
to fay that it is nearer forty feet than any other mea-- 
fure. The river had been confiderably increafed by 
rains, and fell in one iheet of water, without any inter- 
val 
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val, above half an Englifti mile in breadth, with a 
force and noife that was truly terrible, and which dunned, 
and made him, for a time, perfcftly dizzy. A thick 
fume, or haze, covered the fall all round, and hung 
over the courfe of the ftream both above and below, 
marking its track, though the water was not feen. The 
river, though fwelled with rain, preferved its natural 
clearnefs, and fell, as far as he could difcern, into a deep 
pool, or bafon, in the folid rock, which was fidl, and in 
twenty different eddies to the very foot of the precipice ; 
the ftream, when it fell, feeming part of it to run back 
with great fury upon the rock, as well as forward in thok 
line of its courfe, raifing a wave, or violent ebullition, by 
chaffing againft each other. . 

Jerome Lobo pretends, that he has fat under the 
curve, or arch, made by die projeftile force of the water 
ruftiingover the precipice. He fays he fat calmly at the 
foot of it, and looking through the curve of the ftream, 
as it was falling, faw a number of rainbows of incon- 
ceivable beauty in this extraordinary prifm. This how- 
ever, Mr. Bruce, without hefitation, avers to be a down- 
right falfehood. A deep pool of water, reaches to the 
very foot of the rock, and is in perpetual agitation. 
Now, allowing that there was a feat, or bench, which 
there is not, in the middle of the pool, it is abfolutely im- • 
poflible, by any exertion of human ftrength, to have ar- 
rived at it. Although a very robuft man, in the prime 
and vigour of life, and a hardy, pra£^ifed, indefatigable 
fwimmer, Mr. Bruce is perfeftly confident he could not 
have got to that feat from the fliore through the 
quieteft part of that bafon. It was a moft piagnificent 
fight, that ages, added to the greateft length of human 
life, would not deface or eradicate from Mr. Bruce*s me- 
mory; it ftruck him with a kind of ftupor, and a total 
oblivion of where he was, and of every other fublunary 
concern. It was one of the moft mangnificent, ftupendous • 
fights in the creation, though degraded and viUiied by 
the lies of a groveling, fanatic peafant. 

On the 2 2d of May, our travellers were all equally de- . 

firous to refume their journey. They fet out accord- • 

ingly at fix o'clock in the morning, afcending fome hills 

covered with trees and fhrubs of inexpreffible beauty, 

-M 4 and 
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and many of extraordinary fragrance. They continaed 
afcending about three miles^ till they came to the top of 
the ridge within fight of the lake. As they rofe, the 
hills became more bare and lefs beautiful. 

After Mr. Bruce had paffed the Nile, he found him- 
felf more than ordinarily dcpreiled ; his fpirits were funk 
almoft to a degree of defjpondency, and yet nothing had 
happened fince that period more than was expefted 
bcfpre. This difagreeable iituation of mind continued 
at night while he was in bed. The rafhnefs and impru- 
dence with which he had engaged himfelf in fo many 
dangers without any necefTity for fo doing ; the little 
profpe6l of his being ever able to extricate himfelf out of 
them, or, even if he loft hi^. life, of the account being 
conveyed to his friends at home ; the great and unrea- 
fonable prefumption which liad led him to think that, 
. after every one that had attempted this voyage had mif- 
carried in it, he was the only perfon that was to fucceed : 
all thefe refleiflions upon his mind, when relaxed, dozing, 
and half oppreffed with fleep, filled his imagination with 
what he had heard other people call the horrors, the moft 
difagreeable fcnfation he ever was confcious of, and 
which he then felt for the fir ft time. Impatient of fuf- 
fering any longer, he leaped out of bed, and went to the 
door of the tent, where the outward air perfeftly awaken- 
ed him, and reftored his ftrength and courage. All was 
ftill, and at a diftange he faw feveral bright fires, but 
luwer down, and more to the right than he expe^ed, 
which made him think he was miftaken in the iituation 
of Karcagna. It was then near four in the morning of 
the 25th. He called upon his companions, happily bu*' 
lied in deep fleep, as he was defirous, if poffible, to join 
the king that day. They accordingly were three or four 
miles from Derdera when the fun rofe ; there had been 
little rain that night, and they found very few torrents 
on their way ; but it was flippery, and uneafy walking, 
the rich fcnl being trodden into a confiftence like 
pafte. 

• . A little before nine they heard a gun fired, which gave 
them fome joy, as the army feemed not to be far o^; a 
few minutes after, they heani feveral dropping fhots ; 
and> in le& than a quarter of an hoor's umt, a general 
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firing began fhim right to left, which ceafed for an in- 
ilant, and then was heard again as fmart as ever ; about 
the occafion of which they were divided in opinion. The 
firing continued much in the fame way, rather flacker, 
but apparently advancing nearer tiiem ; a fure fign that 
dieir army was beaten and retreating. They, there- 
fore> made themfelves ready, and mounted on horfeback, 
that they might join them. Yet it was a thing appeared 
to them fcarcely poflible, that Faiil fliould beat Ras. 
Michael fo eaiily, and with fo fhort a reMance. 

They had not gone far in the plain before they had a 
fight of the enemy, to their verv great furprife and no 
fmall comfort. A multitude of deer, buifaloes, boars, 
and Tarious other wild beafls, had been alarmed by the 
lioife and dally advancing . of the army, and gradually 
driven before them. The country was all overgrown 
with wild oats, a great many of the villages having been 
burnt the year before the inhabitants had abandoned 
them : in this fhelter the wild beafts had taken up their 
abodes in very great numbers. , When the army pointed 
towards Karcagna to the left, the iilence and folitude 
on the oppofite fide made them turn to the right to where 
the Nile makes a femi-circle, the Jemma being behind 
them, and much overflowed. When the army, therefore,^ 
inftead of marching fouth and by eaft towards Samfeen, 
had turned their courfc north-weft, their faces towards 
Gondar, they had fallen in with thefe innumerable herds 
of deerjmd other beafls, who, confined between the Nile, 
the Jemma, and the lake, had no way to return but that 
by which they liad come. Thefe animals, finding men 
. in every diredion in which diey attempted to pais, be- 
. came defperate with fear ; and, not knowing what courfe 
to take, fclLaprey to the troops. The foldiers, happy 
in an occafion of procuring animal food, prefently fell 
to firing wherever the bealls appeared ; every loaded 
gun was difcharged upon them, and tliia continued for 
very near an hour. 

A numerous f^ock of the largefl deer met tliem jufl: in 
the face, and feemed fo defperate, that they had every 
appearance of running them down ; and part of them 
forced themfelves. through^ regardlefs of our tr-iv^yers, 
whilil others turned fputh to efcape acrofs th« plain. ^ 
Ms ^ Tlic 
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The king and Ras Michael were in the moft violent 
agitation cf mind ; though the caufe was before their 
tycs, yet the wnrd went about that Woodage Afahel had 
attacked the army ; and this otcafioned a great panic 
and diforder, for every body was convinced with realbn 
that he was not far off. The firing, however, continoedj^ 
the balls flew about in every direflion, fome few were 
killed, and many people and horfes were hurt ; ftill they 
fired, and Ras Michael, at the door of his tent,, crying^ 
threatening, and tearing his grey locks, fotmd, for a few 
inimttesr the army was not under his command. At this 
inftant, Kafmati Netcho, whofe Fit-Auraris had fallen 
back on hi-s front, ordered his kettle drums, to Be beat 
before he arrived in the king's prefence ; and this being 
heard, without it being known generally who they were> 
occaiioned another panic. The king ordered his tent ta 
be pitched, his ftandard to be fet up, his drums to beat 
(the fignal for encamping) and the firing immediately 
ceafed. But it was a Jong while before all the army 
could believe rfiat Woodage Afahcf had not been en- 
gaged with fome part of it that day. ■ Mr. Bruce coming 
up with the army, he aikcd one of the generals, whither 
they were now marching ? He faid, that as fbon as the 
news of the confpiracy were known, a coimcir was held, 
where it was the general opinion they Ihould proceed 
brifkly forward, and attack Fafil alone at Bure, then 
turn to Gondar, to meet the other two ; but then they had 
it upon the very beft anthority that great rains had JFallen 
to the fouthward ; that the rivers, which were fo frequent 
in that part of the country, were moftly impafrable,fo there 
would be great danger in meeting Fafd with an army 
fpent and fatigued with the difficulty of the roads. It 
was, therefore, determined, and the R^is was decidedly of 
that opinion, that they fhould keep their army entire for 
a better day, and immediately croft the Nile, and march 
back to Gondar ; that they had accordingly wlieeled 
about, and that day was the firft of their proceeding, 
which had been interrupted by the accident of the firing. 
Mr. Bruce then waited upon the king, and ftaid a consi- 
derable time with him* 

On the 26th of May, early in the morning, the army 
aaarched towards the Nile. In the afternoon they en- 
camped 
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camped, between two and three, on the banks of die 
river Coga. 

Next morning, the 2.7th, they left the river Coga» 
marching down upon the Nile, and paiTed the church of 
Mariam Net, as they call the church of St. Anne. 
Here the fuperior, attended by about fifty of his 
monks, came in proceflion to welcome Ras Michael ; 
but he, it feems, had received fome intelligence of ill-« 
offices the people of this quarter had done to the Agowa 
by Fafil's direftion ; he, therefore, ordered the church to 
be plundered, and took the fuperior, and two of the 
leading men of the monks, away with him to Gondar ; 
feveral of the others were killed and wounded, without 
provocation, by the foldiers, and the reft difperfed 
through the country. 

They arrived about four on the banks of the Nile, and 
took pofTeflion in a line of about 600 yards of ground* 
From the time they decamped from Coga, it poured in- 
ceflantly the moft continued rain they ever had yet fecn, 
violent claps of thunder followed clofe one upon another, 
almoft without interval, accompanied with (heets of light- 
ning, which ran on the ground like water ; the day was 
more than commonly dark, as in an eclipfe, and every 
hollow, or foot-path, collefted a. quantity of rain, which 
fell into the Nile in torrents. 

The Abyflinian armies pafs the Nile at all feafons. 
It rolls with it no trees, ftones, nor impediments ; 
yet the fight of fuch a monftrous maft of water terrified 
Mr. Bruce, and made him think the idea of crofling 
would be laid afide. It was plain in the face of every 
one, that they ^ve themfelves over for loft ; an univer- 
fal dejedlion hai taken place, and it was but too vifible 
that the army was defeated by rfie weather, without hav- 
ing feen an enemy. The Greeks crowded around Mr. 
Bruce all forlorn and delpairing, curfing the hour they 
had firft entered that conntry, and following thefe curfes 
with fervent prayers, where fear held the place of devo- 
tion. A cold and brifk gate* now fprung up a* N, W*. 
with a clear fun ; and foon after four, when the army ar- 
rived on the banks of the Nile, thefe temporary tor- 
rents were all fubiided, the fun was hot» and the ground 
again beginning to become dry. 

M d Netcir^ 
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Netcho, Ras Michaers Fit-Auraris, with about 400 
men, had pafTed in the morning, and had fent back word 
to the king, that his men had pafTed fwimming, and with 
very great difficulty ; that he doubted whether the horfes, 
or loaded mules, could crofs at any rate ; but if it were 
yefolved to make the trials they ftiould do it immediate- 
ly, without flaying till the increafe of the river. He 
^id both banks were compofed of black earth, flippery 
and miry, which would become more fo .when horfes had 
puddled it; he advifed, above all, the turning to the 
right immediately after coming afhore> in the dirediion 
in which he had fixed poles, as the earth there was hard 
and firm, befides having the advantage of fome round 
ftones, which hindered the beafts from flipping or fink- 
ing, Inftead, therefore, of refting there that night, it 
was refolved that the horfe fhould crofs immediately. 

The firft who paffed was a young man, a relation 
©f the king, brother to Ayamico, killed at the battle of 
JSanja ; he walked in with great caution, marking a track 
•for the king to pafs. He had gone up<m rather fblid 
ground, about twice the length of his hoHe* when he 
plunged out of his depth, and fwam to the other fide. 
The king followed him immediately with a great degree 
•of hafte, Ras Michael calling to him to proceed with cau- 
tion, but without fuccefs. Afterwards canie the old Ra* 
en his mule, with feveral of his friends fwimming both 
with and without their horfes on each fide of him, in a 
manner truly wonderful. He feemed to have loft his 
accuftomedcalmnefs, and appeared a good deal agitated; 
fi)rbade, upon pain of death, any one to follow him 
dire6lly, or to iwim over, or, as their cuftom is, hold- 

• ing their mules by the tail. As foon as thefe were 
fafely afhore, the king's houfehcld and black troops, 
and Mr. Bruce with them, advanced cautioufly into the 
river, and fwam happily over, in a deep ftream of red- 
dilh coloured water which ran witliout violence almoft 

• upon a level. Each horfcman had a mule in his hand, 
which fwam after him, or by his fide, with his coat of mail 
and head -piece tied upon it. It is impoffible to defcribe 

• the cpnfufion that followed; Tiight was hard upon them, 
. and, though it increafed their Ibfs, it, in great meafure, 

concealed it; a thoufand men had not yet paffed, 
^ - though 
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tjiough on mules and horfes; many mired in the maddy 
knding*place> fell back in the ftream, and were car- 
ried away and drowned. Of the horfe belonging to 
^he king*s hoofehold, one hundred and eighty in num* 
ber, feven only were miffing; with them Ay to Aylo, 
vice-chamberlain to the queen, and Tecla Mariam the 
king's uncle, a great friend of Ras Michael's, both old 
men. 

There was no baggage (the tent of the Ras and that 
of the king excepted) which had as yet come over, and 
thefe were wet, being drenched in the river. The Fit- 
Auraris had left, ready made, two rafts k>r Ozoro £{lher> 
and the other two ladies, with which (he might have 
eaiily been conduced over, and without much danger; 
but the Ras had made Ozoro Eflher pais over in the fame 
manner he had croiled himfelf, many fwinmiing on each 
fide of her mule. She would have fain fbiid on the eaft 
fide, but it was in vain to remonflrate^ She was with 
child, and had fiiinted feveral times ; but yet nothing 
could prevail with the Ras to trull her on the bank till 
morning. Shecroffed, however, fafely, though almoft 
dead with fright. The night was cold and clear, and a 
ftrong wind at north-weft had blown all the afternoon. 
• The river had abated towards mid-night, when, whether 
from this caufe, or, as they alledged, that they found a 
qiore &vourable ford, all the Tigre infantry, and many 
mules lightly loaded, paffed with lefs difEcuity than any 
.of the reft had done, and with them feveral loads of 
flour ; luckily alfo, Mr. Bruce's two tents and mules, to 
his great confblation, came fafely over when it was near 
morning. Still the army continued to pais, and thofe 
that could fwim feemed beft off. Ay to Aylo, the queen's 
chamberlain, and Tecla Mariam, were probably drowned 
at the fir ft attempt to pafs, as they were never after heard 
of. Before day-light the van and the center had all joined 
the king; the number that had periftied was never dif- 
tindly known, for thofe that were miffing were thought 
to have remained on the other fide with Keila Yafous, at 
leaft for that day. 

On the 28th, Kefla Yafous croflfed Amlac Ohha with 
^ fome degree of difficulty, and was obliged to abandon 
] feveral baggage mules. He advanced after this with as 

great 
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great diligence as pofiible to Delakus, and fband the ford, 
though deep, much better than he expefted. He had 
pitched his tent on the high road to Gondar, before 
Welleta Yafous, the enemy, knew he was decamped, 
and of this paiTage he immediately advifed Michael re- 
frefhing his troops for any emergency. About two in 
the afternoon Welleta Yafous appeared with his horfe on 
the other fide of the Nile, but it was then too late. 
Kefla yafous was fo ftrongly polled, and the banks of 
the river fo guarded with fire-arms, down to the water- 
edge, that Fafil and all his army would liot have dared 
to attempt the paflage, or even approach the banks of 
the river. 

Ras Michael, having received this intelligence, dis- 
patched the Fit-Auraris, Netcho, to take poft upon the 
ford of the Kelti, a large river, but rather broad than 
deep, about three miles oflF, He himfelf followed early 
in the morning, and paflfed the Kelti juft at fun-rife> 
without halting; he then advanced to meet Kefla Yafous, 
as the army began to want provifions, the little flour that 
had been brought over, or which the foldiers had taken 
with them, being nearly exhaufted during that night and 
the morning after. It was found too, that the men had 
but little powder, none of them having recruited their 
quantity finpe the hunting of the deer ; but what they had 
was in perfeft good order, being kept in horns and fmall 
wooden bottles, corked in fuch a manner as to be fecured 
from water of any kind. Kefla Yafous, therefore, be- 
ing in pofleflion of the baggage, powder, and the 
provifions, a jun6lion with him was abfolutely neceflTary, 
and they expefted to effeft this at Wainadega, about 
twenty miles from their laft night's quarters. Between 
twelve and one they heard the Fit- Auraris engaged ; and 
there was ftiarp firing on both fides, which foon eeafed. 
Michael ordered his army immediately to halt ; he and 
the king, and Billetana Gueta Teela, commanded the 
van ; Welleta Michael, and Ayto Tesfos of Sire, the 
rear. Having maiched a little farther, he changed his 
order of battle. It was not long before the Fit- Auraris*s 
two meflengers arrived, running like deer along the plain, 
which was not abfolutely flat, but floped gently down, 
declining not a fathom in fifteen* Their account was> 

that 
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that they had fallen in with FafiPs Fit-Auraris ; that 
they had attacked him fmartly, and, though the enemy 
were greatly fuperior, being all horfe except a few muf- 
queteersy had killed four of them. The Ras, having 
nrft heard the melTage of the Fit-Auraris alone, he fent 
a man to report it to the king ; and, immediately after 
this, he ordered two horfemen to go full gallop along 
the caft-fide of the hilJ, the low road to Walnadega, to 
warn Kefia Yafous of Falil's being near at hand ; he 
likewife direfted the Fit-Auraris to advance cautioufly 
till he had feen Fafd, and to purfue no party that Ihould 
retreat before him. 

Fafil foon appeared at the top of the hill, with about 
3000 horfe. It was a fine fight, but the evening was 
beginning to be overcaft. After having taken a full 
view of the army, they all began to move flowly down 
the hill, beating their kettle drums. Fafil fent down a 
party to (kirmifh with thefe ; and he himfelf halted after 
having made a few paces down the hill. The two bo- 
dies of horfe met jull half way, and mingled together, 
as appeared at leaft, with very decifive intention ; but 
whether it was by orders or from fear,, for they were 
not overmatched in numbers, the Abyffinian horfe turned 
their backs and came precipitately down, fo that they 
were afraid they would break in upon the foot. Sever^ 
Ihots were fired from the center at them by order of the 
Ras, who cried out aloud, in derifion, " Take away thefij 
horfes and fend them to the mill." They divided, how- 
ever, to the right and left, into the two grafTy valleys 
under cover of the mufquetry, and a very few horfes of 
Fafil's were carried in along with them, and flain by the 
foldiers on the fide of the hill. On the king's fide, no 
man of note was miffing but Welleta Michael, nephew 
of Ras Michael; whofe horfe falling, he was taken pri- 
foner, and carried off by Fafil. 

The whole army advanced immediately at a very brifk 
pace,, hooping and fcreaming, as is their cuftom, in .a 
mod harfh and barbarous manner, crying out Hatxe All 1 
But Fafil, who faw the forward countenance of the king's 
troops, and that a few minutes would lay him under 
neceflity of riflding a battle, which he did not intend> 

with^Ww 
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withdrew his troops at a finart trot over die fmooth 
downs, returning towards fiofkon Abbo. 

This is what was called the battle of .Limjoiir> from 
a village burnt by Has Michael laft campaign. The 
name of a battle is furely more than it deferves. Had 
Faiil been half as willing as the Ras, it could not have 
failed being a deciiive one. The Ras, who faw that 
Fafil would not fight, eafily penetrated his reafons ; 
and no fooner was he gone, and his own drums filent, 
than he heard a negareet beat, and knew it to be that of 
Kefla Yafous. This general encamped upon the river 
Avoley, leaving his tents and baggage under a proper 
guard, and had marched with me beft and freflieft of 
his troops to join Michael before the engagement. All 
was joy at meeting, every rank of men joined in extol- 
ling the merit and conduil of their leaders ; and, indeed, 
it may be ^irly faid, the Situation of the king and the 
army was defperate at that inftant when the troops were 
feparated on different fides of the Nile ; nor could they 
have been faved, but by the ipeedy refolution taken by 
ICeHa Yafous to march without lofs of time, and pafs at 
the ford of Delakus, and the diligence and adivity with . 
which he executed that refolution. 

The army marched next day to Dingleber, a high hill, 
or rock, approaching fo clofe to the lake as fcarcely to 
leave a paffage between. Upon the top of this rock is 
the king's houfe. As they arrived very early there, and ' 
were now out of Fafil's government, the king infifted 
upon treating Ras Michad and all the people of confi- 
deration. 

As the king fat down to dinner, an accident happened 
that occafioned great trepidation among all his fervants. 
A black eagle wias chafed into the king's tent by fome 
•of the birds of prey that hover about the camp; and it 
was after in the mouth of every one, that the king would 
be dethroned by a man of inferior birth and condition. 
Every body at that time looked to Fafil: the event proved 
the application falfe, though the omen was true. 
Powuffen of Begemder was as low-born as Fafil, as 
great a traitor, but more fuccefsful, to. whom the ominous 
. prefage pointed ; and, though we cannot but look 

upon 
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upon the whole as accident, it was but too -Toon ful*. 
filled. 

In the evening of the 29th arrived at Dingleber two 
hocfemen from Faiil> clad in habits of peace, and with- 
out arms ; they were known to be two of his principal 
fcrvants, were grave, genteel, middle-aged men. They 
had an audience early after their coming, firft of the Ras, 
then of the king. They faid, and faid truly, that Fafii 
had repaired the Kelti, was encamped on the oppolite 
fide, and was not yet joined by Welleta Yaf )us. Their 
errand was, to denre that the Ras might not fatigue his 
men by unneceffarily hurrying. on to Gondar, becaufe 
he might reft fecured of receiving no further moleftation 
from Fafil their mafter, as he was on his march to Bure. 
They told the Ras the whole of the conijpiracy, as far 
as it regarded him, and the agreement that PowuiTen and 
Guflio had made with their mafter to furround him at 
Derdera : they mentioned, moreover, how fenfible Fafil 
was of their treafon towards him ; tliat, inftead of keep- 
ing their word, they had left him to engage the king and 
the Ras's whole force at a time when they knew the 
greateft part of his Galla troops were retired to the 
Qcher fide of the Nile, and could be aflembled v/ith diifi- 
qulty : That if the Ras by chance had crofted at De- 
lakus, as Kefla Yafous had done, inftead of embarrafting 
his army among the rivers of Maitftia, and- crofting the 
fJile at that moil dangerous place near Amlac-Ohha (a 
paftTage never before attempted in the rainy feafon) the 
CK>nreqttenGe would hav^ been, tliat he mull have either 
fought at great difadvantage with an inferior army againft 
the Ras, or have retired to Metchakel, leaving his whole 
country to the mercy of his enemies. Fafd declare^d his. 
refolution never again to appear in arms againft the king» 
but that he would hold his government under him, 
and pay the accuftomed taxes pun!?lually : he pro- 
ipifed alfo, that he would renounce all manner of con- 
nexion with Gulho and Powuflen, as he had already 
done, and he would take the field againft them next fea- 
ibn with his whole force, whenever the king ordered 
him. The meflengers concluded, witli defiring the Ras 
V>give Fafil his grand-daughter, Welleta SelalTce, in mar- 
riage^ 
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mge, and that he would then come to Gondar without 

diftruft. 

The Ras, though he did not believe all this, made 
no difficulty in agreeing to every thing that they deiired. 
He promifed the grand-daughter; and, as eameft of 
his believing the reft, the king's two nagareets were 
brought to the door of the tent, where, to the very g^reat 
furpriie of our travellers, they heard it proclaimed, 
" Fafil is governor of the Agow, Maitlha Gojam, and 
Damot; profperity to him, and long may he live a faith- 
ful fervant to the king our mafter !" — This was an ex- 
traordinary revolution in fo fmall a fpace of time. It 
was fcarce 43 hours fince Fafil had ' laid a {cheme for 
drowning the greater part of the army in the Nile, 
and cutting the throats of the refidue on both fides of 
it ; it was not twenty- four hours, fince he had met 
them to fight in open field, and now he was become 
the king's lieutenant general in four of the moft opulent 
provinces of Abyflinia. This was produced, however, 
by the neceflity of the times, and both parties were 
playing at the fame game, who fliould over- reach the 
dther. Fafil's meflengers were magnificently cloathed, 
and it was firft intended they fhould have gone back to 
him ; but, after refleftion, another perfon was fent, theie 
two chufing to go to Gondar with the king to remain 
hollages for Fafil's word, and to bring back his invefU- 
ture from thence to Bure. The whole camp abandoned- 
itfelf to joy. 

On the 30th of May, nothing material happened ; 
and, in a few days, they arrived at Gondar. Several 
of the great officers of ftate reached Gondar, and many 
others met them at Abba Samuel. Mr. Bruce did not- 
perceive the news they brought increafed the fpirits either 
of the King or the Ras ; the foldiers, however, were all 
contented, becaufe they were at home ; but the officers, 
who faw farther, wore very different countenances, 
cfpecially thofe that were of Amhara. Mr. Bruce, in 
particular, had very little reafon to be pleafed ; for, af^ 
ter having undergone a conftant feries of fatigues, dan-, 
gers, and expences, he was returned to Gondar difap- 
pointed of his views in arriving at, the fource of the Nile, 
without any other acquifition than a violent ague. 

The 
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The whole army being in motion, Mr. Bruce had the 
evening before taken leave of the king in an interview 
which coft him more than almod any" one in his life. 
The fubftance was, that he was ill in his health, and 
quite unprepared to attend him into Tigre, to which 
place the army was to retreat ; that his heart was fet upon 
compleating the only purpofe of his coming into Abyfli- 
nia, without which he fhould return into his own coun- 
try with difgrace ; that he hoped, through his majefty's 
influence, Fafil might find fome way for him to accom- 
plifh it ; if not, he trufted foon to fee him return, when 
he hoped it would be eafy ; but, if he then went to Ti- 
gre, was fully perfuaded he Ihould never have the refo- 
lution to come again to Gondar. 

The king feemed to take heart at the confidence with 
which Mr. Bruce fpoke of his return. *' You, Yagoube, 
fays he in a humble, complaining tone, could tell me, 
if you pleafed, whether 1 (hall or not, and what is to 
befel me ; thofe inftruments and thofe wheels, with 
which you are ponftantly looking at the ftars, cannot 
be for any ufe unlefs for prying into futurity.*' ** In- 
deed, prince, faid Mr. Bruce, thefe are things bv 
which we guide ihips at fea, and by thefe we mark 
down the ways that we travel by land ; teach them to 
people that never paffed tliem before, and, being once 
traced, keep them thus to be known by all men for 
ever. But of the decrees of Providence, whether they 
regard you or myfelf, I know no more than the mule 
upon which you ride."—" Tell me then, I pray, tell 
me, what is the reafon you fpeak of my return as 
certain ?" — *' ^ fpeak, faid Mr. Bruce, from obferva- 
tion, from refledions that I have made, much more 
certain than prophecies and divinations by ftars. The 
firft campaign of your reign at Fagitta, when you was 
relying upon the difpofitions that the Ras had moft ably 
and fkillfuUy made, a drunkard with a fingle (hot, de- 
feated a numerous army of your enemies. PowufTen 
and Guftio were your friends, as ycu thought, when 
you marched out laft, yet they had, at that very inllant, 
made a league to deftroy you at Derdera ; and nothing 
but a miracle could have favcd you, (hut up between 
two lakes and three armies. It was neither you nor 

Michael 
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Michael that difordered their councils^ and made them 
fail in what they had concerted. You were for burning 
Samfeen, Whilfl: Woodage Afahel was there in ambufti 
with a large force, with a knowledge of all the fords, 
and mafter of all the inhabitants of the country. Re- 
member how you pafled thofe rivers, holding hand in 
hand, and drawing one another over. Could you have 
done this with an enemy behind you, and fuch an enemy 
as Woodage Afahel ? He would have followed and har- 
raffed you till you took the ford at Goutto, and there 
was Welleta Yafous waiting to oppofe you with 6000 
men on the oppofite bank. When Ras Michael march- 
ed by Mariam Net, he found the priefts at their homes. 
Was that the cafe in any of the other churches we pafled? 
No ; all were fled for fear of Michael ; yet thefe were 
more guilty than any by their connexions with Falil : 
notwithllanding which, they alone, of all others, ftaid, 
though they knew not why; an inviiihle hand held 
them that they might operate your prefervation^. No- 
thing could have faved the army but the defperate paf- 
fage, fo tremendous that will exceed it the belief of man, 
croffing the Nile that night. Yet if the priefts had 
croffed before this, not a man would have proceed- 
ed to the ford. The priefts would have been Ras Mi- 
chael* s prifoners; and, on the other fide, they never 
would have ipoken a word whilft in the prefence of Mi- 
chael. Providence, therefore, kept them with Keila 
Yafous ; all was difcovered, and the army faved by the 
retreat, and his fpeedy pailing at the ford of Delakus. 
What would have happened to Kefla Yafous, had Fafil 
marched down to Delakus either before or after the paf- 
fage ? Kefla Yafous would have been cut oiF before Ras 
Michael had paffed the Kelti ; inftead of which, an un- 
known caufe detained him, moft infatuated-like, beat- 
ing his kettle-drums behind Bofkon Abbo, while our 
army under the Ras was fwimming that dangerous ri- 
ver, and moft of us pafling the night, naked, without 
tents, proviiion, or powder. Nor did he ever think of 
prefenting himfelf till we had warmed ourfclves by an 
eafy march in a fine day, when we were every way his 
fuperiors, and Kefla Yafous in his rear. From all thefe 
ipecial marks of the favour of an over-ruling Provi- 
dence, 
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dence, I do believe ftedfkftly that God will not leave 
his work half finilhed. He it is who, governiag the 
whole univerfe, has yet referved fpecially to himfelf the 
department of war; he it is who has filled himfelf the 
God of Battles.*' 

The Icing was very much moved, and, as Mf. Bruce 
conceived, perfuaded. He faid, " Q Yagoube, go 
but with me to Tigre, and I will do for you whatever 

you defire me." " You do. Sir, faid Mr. Brace, 

"Whatever I defire you and more. I have told you my 
reafbns why that cannot be ; let me (lay here a few 
months, and wait your return." The kin? then ad- 
vifed him to live entirely at Kofcam with the Itegbe, 
without going out unlefs Faiil came to Gondar, and to 
fend punAually word how he was treated. Upon this 
they parted with inexpreffible reluAance. He was a 
king worthy to reign over a better people. Mr. B race's 
heart was deeply penetrated with thofe marks of favour 
and condefceniion, which he had uniformly received 
from him ever iihce he entered his palace. 

Two very remarkable things were faid to have hap- 
pened the night before Michael left the city. He had 
always pretended, that, before he undertook an expe- 
dition, a perfbn, or ipirit, appeared to him, who told 
him the iilUe and confequence of the meafures he was 
then taking ; this he imagined to be St. Michael the 
.archangel, and he prefumcd very much upon this inter- 
courfe. In a council that night, where none but friends 
were prefent, he had told them, that his fpirit had ap- 
peared forae nights before, and ordered him, in his re- 
treat, to furprife the mountain of Wechne, and either 
flay or carry with him to Tigre the princes fequeftered 
there. Nebrit Tecla, governor of^ Axum, with his 
two fons, all concerned in the late king's murder, were, 
it is (aid, ftrong advifers of this meafure; but Ras Mi- 
chael, probably fatiated with royal blood already, Ke- 
fla Yafous, and ail the more worthy men of any confe- 
quence, afting on principle, abfolutely refuied to con- 
fent to it. It was upon this the paflage by Beleflen was 
fubilituted inftead of the attempt on Wechne, and it 
wafff determined to conceal it. 

*" Though 
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Though the queen (hewed very great diflike to Mr. 
Brace's attempting his journey at fuch a time, yet fhe 
did not pofitively command the contrary ; he was pre- 
pared, therefore, to leave Gondar the 27th of Odober, 
1770, and thought to get a few miles clear of the town, 
and then make a long ftretch the next day. He had 
received his quadrant, time-keeper, and telefcopes from 
the iiland of Mitraha, where he had placed them after the 
affair of Guebra Mehedin, and had now' put them in the 
very beft order. But, about twelve o'clock, he was told a 
meffage from Ras Michael had arrived with great news 
from Tigre. He went immediately to Kofcam as faft 
as he could gallop, and found there Guebra Chriftos, a 
man ufed to bring the jars of bouza to Ras Michael at 
his dinner and fupper ; low men are always employed 
on fuch errands, that they may not, from their con- 
fequence, excite a defire of vengeance. The meffage that 
he brought was to order bread and beer to be ready for 
30,000 men who were coming with the king, as he had 
jui): decamped from before the mountain Haramat, 
which he had taken, and put Za Menfus to the fword, 
witli every man that was in it : this meffage ftruck the 
queen with fuch a terror that fhe was not vifible the 
whole day. 

In the evening before, Mr. Bruce had endeavoured 
to engage' his old companion Strates to accompany him 
on this attempt, as he had done on the former ; but the 
recoUeftion of palt dangers and fu£erings was not yet 
banifhed from his mind ; and upon his afldng him to 
go and fee the head of this famous river, he coarfely, 
according to his flile, anfwered, " Might die devil fetch 
him if ever he fought either his head or his tail again." 

On the 28th of October, they left Gondar, paffed 
the river Kahha at the foot of the town ; and on the 
30th reached Bamba, where Fafil was encamped. 

They found Bamba a colledlion of villages, in a valley 
now filled with foldicrs. They went to the left with 
their guide, and got a tolerable houfe, but the door had 
been carried away. Fafil's tent was pitched a little be- 
low them, larger than the others, but without further 
diftin^lion ; it was cafily known, however, by the lights 
about it; and by the nagareet, which flill continued beat- 
ing: 
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ing : he was then juft alighting from his horTe. Mr, 
Bruce immediately fent Ay to Aylo's fervant, whom he 
had with him, toprefent his compliments, < and acquaint 
him of his being on the road to viTit him. He thought 
now all his difficulties were over : for he knew it was in 
his power to forward them to their journey's end^ ; and 
his fervants, whom he faw at the palace near the king, 
when Faiil was inverted with his command, had aflured 
Mr. Bruce, not only of an ciFeAual proteftion, but alfo 
of a magnificent reception, if he chanced to find him in' 
Maitfha. 

It was now, however, near eight at night of the 30th, 
before Mr. Bruce received a meflage to attend him. He 
repaired immediately to his tent, and after announcing 
himfelf, he waited about a quarter of an hour before he 
was admitted ; he was fitting upon a cuihion with a h'on's 
ikin upon it, and another uretched like a carpet before 
his feet, and had a cotton cloth, fomething like a dirty 
towel, wrapped about his head ; his upper cloak, or gar- 
nf^nt, was drawn tight about him over his neck and 
fhoulders, fo as to cover his hands. Mr. Bruce bowed, 
and went forward to kifs one of them, but it was fo en- 
tangled in the cloth, that he was obliged to kifs the cloth 
inftead of the hand. This was done either as not expell- 
ing he ftiould pay him that compliment, as he certainly 
fhould not have done, being one of the king's fervants> 
if the king had been at Gondar, or elfe it was intended 
for a mark of difrefpeft, which was very much of a piece 
with the reft of his behaviour afterwards. 

There was no carpet or cu(hions in the tent, and only 
fl little ftraw, as if accidentally, thrown thinly about it. 
Mr. Bruce fat do^ upon the ground, thinking him fick, 
not knowing what ^1 this meant ; he looked ftedfaftly a,C 
cur travellers, ikying foftly, Endett nawi ? Bogo nawi ? 
which, in Amharic, is. How do you do ? Are you very 
well ? Mr. Bruce made the ufual anfwer, " Well, thank 
God." He again llopt, as for our traveller to fpeak; 
there was only one old man prefent, who was fitting on 
the floor mending a mules's bridle. He took him at fir^ 
for an attendant, but obferving that a fervant uncovered 
;held a candle to him, he thought he was one of his GaJfiaf 
but then he faw a blue filk diread, which he had abouj^ 
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his neck, which is a badge of Chriftianity all over Abyf- 
nia, and which a Galla would not wear. What he 
was, Mr. Bnice could not make out ; he feemed, how- 
ever, to be a very bad cobler, and took no notice of 
them. , 

Ayto Aylo's fervant, who ftood behind Mr. Bruce, 
puihed him with his knee, as a fign that he Ihould fpeak, 
which he accordingly began to do with fome difficulty, 
-" I am come, faid he, by your invitation, and the 
king's leave, to pay my refpc^ls to you in your own go- 
vernment, begging that you would favour my curionty 
fo far as to fuffer me to fee the country of the Agows, and 
the fource of the Abay, or Nile, part of which I have 
feen in Egypt.'* *' The fource of the Abay ! exclaimed 
he, with a pretended fnrprife, do you know what you 
are faying ? Why, it is, God knows where, in the 
country of the Galla, wild, terrible people. The fource 
of the Abay ! Are you raving ! repeats he again ; Are 
you to get there, do you think, in a twelvemonth, or 
more, or when ?" *' Sir, faid Mr. Bruce, the klhg 
told me it was near Sacala, and ftill nearer Geelh ; 
both villages of the Agows, and both in your govern- 
ment." *• And fo you know Sacala, and Geefh ?" fays 
he, whiftling and half angry. " I can repeat the 
names that I hear, faid Mr. Bruce, all Abylfinia knows 
the head of the Nile." — *' Aye, fays he imitating my 
voice and manner, but all Abyifinia won't carry yoa 
there, that I proroife you." ** If you are refolved to the 
contrary, faid Mr. Bruce, they will not ; I wifh you had 
told the king fo in time, then I fhould not have at- 
tempted it ; it was relying on you alone I came fb 
far, confident, if all the reft of Abyffinia could not pro- 
tcft me there, that your word fmgly could doit." 

He now put on a look of more complacency. " Look 
you, Yagoube, fays he, it is true I can do it; and, 
TOr the king's fake who recommended it to me, I would 
do it ; but the Acab Salma has fent to me to defire 
me not to let you pafs further ; he iays it is againft 
the law of the land to permit Franks like you to go 
about the country, and that he has dreamed fomething 
ill will befal me if you go into Maitfha." Mr. Bruce 
was as much irritated, as he thought it poifible for him 

2 to 
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to be. *' So, fo, laid onr traveller, the time of priefts, 
prophets, and dreamers is coming on again." ** I un- 
derftand you, fays he, laughing for the firft time, I care 
as little for priefts as Michael does, and for prophets 
too, but I would have you confider the men of thi« 
country are not like yours ; a boy of thefe Galla would 
think nothing of killing a man of your country. You 
white people are all effeminate ; you are like fo many 
women ; you are not fit for going into a province where 
all is war, and inhabited by men,' warriors from their 
cradle." 

. Mr. Bruce (aw he btended to proyoke him ; and he 
had fucceeded fo eiFedually that he (hould have died, he 
believes, imprudent as it was, if he had not told him 
his mind in reply. *' Sir, faid our traveller, I have 
paficd through many of the moil barbarous nadons ia 
the world ; all of them, excepting this clan of yours, 
have fome great men among them above uling a de- 
fencelefs ftranger ill. But the worft and loweft indivi- 
dual among the moll uncivilized people never treated ' 
me as you have done to-day under your own roof, 
where I have come fo far for protection." He afked* 
"How?" "You have, in the firil place, faid Mr. 
Bruce, publickly called me Frank, the moft odious name 
in this country, and fufficient to occafion me to be floned 
to death without fiirther ceremony, by any fct of men 
wherever I may prefent myfelf. By Frank you mean 
one of the Roinifh religion, to which ray nation is as 
adverfe as yours ; and again, without having ever fcen 
• iiny of my countrymen but myfelf, you have difcovered, 
from that fpccimen, that we are all cowards and effe- 
minate people, like, or inferior to, your boys or wo- 
men. Look you. Sir, you never heard that I gave myfelf 
out as more than an ordinary man in my own country, 
iar lefs to be a pattern of what is excellent in it. I am 
no foidier, though I know enough of war to fee yours 
are poor proficients in that trade. But there are fol- 
diers, friends and countrymen of mine, who would not 
think it an aflion in their lives to vaunt of, that with 
500 men they had tramplei(i all yon naked favages into 

- N On 
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On tlttis Fafil made a feigned laugh, and feemed ra- 
ther to tAke his freedom amifs. It was, doubtlefs, a 
paffionate and rafh fpeech, ** As to myfelf, continued 
Mr. Bruce, unskilled in war as I am, could it be now 
without further confequence, let me but be armed in my 
own country falhion on horfeback, as I was yefterday, 
I would without thinking myfelf overmatched, fight 
the two beft horfemen you fhall choofe from this your 
army of famous men, who are warriors from their cra- 
dle ; and if, -when the king arrives, you are not returned 
to your duty, and we meet again, as we did at Lim- 
jour, X will ! pledge myfelf, with his permiffion, to put 
you in mind of this promife." This did not make things 
better. 

He repeated the word ^futy after him, and would have 
replied, but Mr. Bruce's nofe burft out in a ftream of 
blood; and, tliat inftant, Aylo's fervant took hold of 
Mr. Bruce by the (houlder, to hurry him out of the 
tent. Fafd Teemed to be a good deal concerned, for the 
blood dreamed out in plenty; our traveller then returned 
to his tent, and the blood was foon (launched by wafh- 
ing his face with cold water. He fet down, to recoi- 
led himfelf, anc} the more he calmed, the more he was 
diflTatisfied at being put oiF his guard ; but it is impoC- 
fible to conceive the provocation without having proved 
it. Mr. Bruce felt but too often how much the love of 
our native foil increafes by our abfence from it ; and 
how jealous we are of comparifons made to the difad- 
vantage of our countrymen by people who, all proper 
allowances being made, are generally not their equals, 
when' they would boaft themfelves their fuperiors. Mn 
Bruce CQpfefTes further, in gratification to his critics^ 
that he was, from his infancy, of a fanguine, pailionate 
difpofition ; very fenfible of injuries that he had neither 
provoked nor deferved ; but much refleftion, from very 
early life, continual habits of fufFering in long 'and 
dangerous travels, where nothing but patience would 
do, had, he flattered himfelf, abundantly fubdued his 
natural pronencfs to feel offences, which, common 
fenfe might teach him, he could only revenge upon 
himfelf. 

Mr. 
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Mr. Bruce wemt to bed, and, falling into a found fleep, 
was waked near mid-night by two of Fafil's fervants, 
wlio brought each of them a lean live (heep ; they faid 
they had brought the fheep, and were come to a(k how . 
Mr. Bruce was, and to day all night to watch the 
houfe for fear of the thieves in the army ; they likewife 
brought their matter's order for him to come early in 
the morning to him, as he wanted to difpatch him on 
his journey before he gave the Galla liberty to return. 
This difpelled every doubt, but it raifed his ipirits fo 
much, that, out of impatience for morning, he flept 
very little more that night. 

Fafil, having fent for Mr. Bruce the next morning; 
invited him to partake of a great breakfaft ; honey and 
butter, and raw beef in abundance, as alfo fome ftewed 
diihes that were very good. He was very hungry> 
having tailed nothing fmce dinner the day before ; and 
he had had much exercife of body as well as of mind. 
They were all very chearful, every one faying fomething 
about the Agows, or of the Nile. Mr. Bruce, at laft, 
thus addrefTed Faiil : " Your continual hurry, faid he, 
air the times I have feen you, has put it out of my pow- 
er till now to make you the acknowledgenient it is ordi- 
naty for ftrangers to prefent when they vifit great men 
in their own country, and aflc favours of them." Mr. 
Bruce then took a napkin, and opened it before him ; 
lie feemed to have forgotten the prefent altogether ; but 
from that moment he faw his countenance changed, he 
was like another man. " O Yagoube, faid he, a* pre- 
fent to ine ! you fhould be fenfible that is perfedly 
needlefs ; you were recommended to me by the King 
and the Ras ; you know, we are friends, and I would 
do twenty times as much for yourfelf, without recom- 
mendation from either ; befides, I have not behaved to 
you like a great man." 

It was not a very hard thing to conquer thefe fcruplcs ; 
he took the feveral pieces of the prefent one by one in. his 
hands, and examiaed them; there was a erimfbhfi^, 
falh, made at Tunis, about five yards long, with a j^;, ., 
fringe of the fame colour ; it was as beautiful a webw^v j ! 
filk as ever Mr. Bruce faw ; it had a fmall waved p !"t ' t>^*!%%L 
wrought in it; the next was a yellow, with a r/ • a^^.'-^^/*; 

N 2 :-C^-, ■ ''^ 
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row border, x>r flripe, and a lilver wrought fringe, but 
neither fo long nor thkk as the 43ther ; the next were 
two Cyprus manufaftured fafhes, iilk and cotton, with 
a fattin ftripe, the one broader than the other, but five 
yards long each ; the next was a Periian pipe, with a 
lottg pliable tube, or worm, covered with Turkey lea- 
ther, with an amber mouth-piece, and a cryftal vafe 
for fmoking tobacco through water, a great luxury in 
the eaftern countries ; the next were two blue bowls, as 
fine as the one he had juft then broken, and of the fame 
fort. He Ihoved them from him, laughing, and faid, 
" I will not take them from you, Yagoube; this is 
downright robbery ; I haVe done nothing for this, which 
is a prefent for a king." — " It is a prcfent to a friend, 
feid Mr. Bruce, often of more confequence to a ftranger 
than a king ; I always except your king, who is the 
fttanger's beft friend."— Though he was not eafiiy dif- 
concerted, he feemed, at this time, to be very nearly 
to. — " If you will not receive them, continued Mr. 
Bruce, fuch as they are offered, it is the greateft affront 
ever was put upon me ; I can never, you know, receive 
them again." 

By this he was convinced. More feeble arguments 
would indeed have fatisfied him, and he folded up the 
napkin with all the articles, and gave them to an officer; 
after which the tent was again cleared for confultation ; 
and, during this time, he had called his man of confi- 
dence, whom he was to fend with us, and intruded 
him properly. Mt. Bruce plainly faw that he had 
gained the afcendant ; and, in the expedation of Ras 
Michael's fpeedily coming to Gondar, he was as willing 
to be on his journey the one way, as he was the other. 

It WAS about one o'clock, or after it, when Mr. Bruce 
was admitted to Fafil ; he received him with great com- 
placency, and would have had him fit down on the 
fame culhion with himfelf, which he declined. *' Friend 
Yagoube, faid he, I am heartily forry that you did 
not meet me at Buri before I fet^out ; there I could 
have received you as I ought ; but I have been tormented 
with a multitude of barbarous people, who have turned 
my head, and whom I am now about to difmifs. I go 
to Gondar in peace, and to keep peace there> for tho 

kinj 
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king on this Jide the Tacazze has no other friend than 
me 4 Powulhen and Guiho are both traitors, and To Ras 
Michael knows them to be. I have nothing to return 
you for the prefent you have given me, for I did not 
expe<fl to meet a man like you here in the fields ; but you 
will quickly be back ; v/e (hall meet on better terms at 
Gondar; the head^of the Nile is near at hand; a horfe- 
xnan, exprefs, will arrive there in a day. 1 have given 
you a good msLtif well known in this country to be my 
fervant ; he will go to Gee(h with yon, and return you 
to a friend of Ayto Aylo's and mine, Shaiaka Welled 
Amlac ; he has the dangerous part of the country wholly 
in his hands, and will carry you fafe to Gondar; my 
wife is at prefent in his houfe j fear nothing, I fliall 
anfwer for your fafety : When will you fet out ? to- 
morrow V* 

Mr. Bruce replied, with many thanks for his kind- 
nefs, that he wifhcd to proceed immediately, and that 
his fervants were already far off, on their way, 

Fafd then faid to Mr. Bruce, ** Throw off thofe 
clothes ; they are not decent ; I muft eivc you new ones, 
you are my vaffaL The king granted you Geelh, where 
you are going, and 1 muft invcft you." A nnmbsr of 
FafiPs fervants then hurried him out ; our traveller pre- 
fently threw off his trowfers, and his two upper gar- 
ments, and remained in his waiftcoat ; Uiefe were pre- 
fently replaced by new ones, and he was brought back 
in a miuute to Faiil's tent, with only a fine loofe muftin 
under garment or cloth round him, which reached to 
his feet. Upon his coming back to the tent, Fafil took 
off the one that he had put on himfclf new in the morn»- 
ing, and put it about Mr. B race's ihoulders with his 
own hand, his fervants throwing another immecMatety 
overhim, faying at the fame time to the people, ** Bear 
witnefs, I give to you, Yagoube, the Agow Geefh, as 
fully and freely as the king has given it me." Mr. Bruce 
bowed and kiffed his hand, as is cudomary for feudato- 
ries, and he then pointed to hin) to fit down. 

" Hear what I fay to you, continued Fafd, I think 

it right for you to make the beft of your way now, foe 

you will be the fooner back at Gondar. You need not 

be alarmed at the wUd people who are going after y6u, 

N 3 though 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



270 SHAW'S ABRIDGEMENT OP 

though it is better to meet them coming this way, than 
when they are going to their home^j ; they are command- 
ed by V/cUeta Yafbus, who is your friend, and is very 
frateful for the medicines you fent him at Gondar : he 
as not been abk to fee you, being fo much bufied with 
thofe wild people ; but he loves you, and will take care 
of you, and you mull give me more of that phyfic 
when we meet at Gondar." Mr. Bruce bovv^d, and he 
continued- — *' Hear me what I fay ; you fee thofe feven 
people (our traveller never faw more thief-like fellows in 
his life) — thefe are all leaders ard chiefs of the Galla— 
favages if you pleafe ; they are all -your brethren. You 
may go through their country as if it v.'ere your own, 
without a man liurting you : you will be foon related to 
them all ; for it is their curtomthat aftranger of diftinc- 
tion, like you, when he is their gueft, fieeps with the 
filler, daughter, or near relation of the principal men 
among them. I dare ' hy, you will not think the 
cullonis of the Galla contain greater hardfhips than thofe 
of Amhara." He then jabbered fomethiiig lo them in 
Galla, v/hich Mr. Bruce did not underliand. They aU 
anfwered by the wiideft howl he dver heard, and 
ilruck themfelves upon the breaft apparently aficnt- 
ing. 

•* When Ras Michael, continued Fafil, came from 
the battle of Fagitta, the eyes of forty-four brethren and 
relations of theie people prefent were pulled out, at 
Gondar, the day after he Arrived, and they were expofed 
upon the banks of the river Angrab to ftarve, where 
moft of them were devoured by the hyaenas-; you took 
three of them up to your houfe ; nourifhed, cloathed, 
protcfted, and kindly treated them." " They are jiow 
jn good health, faid Mr. Bruce, and want nothing : the 
Itcghe will deliver tliem to you. The only other thing 
I have done to them was, I got them baptifed : I do not 
know if that will difpleafe them ; I did it as an addi- 
tional proteAion to them, and to give them a tide to 
the chanty of the people of Gondar," " As for that, 
faid Fafil, they do not care the leaft about baptifm ; it 
will neither do them good nor harm, they do not trou- 
ble themfelves about thefe matters ; give them meat 
and drink, and you will be very welcome to baptiie 
z them 
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diem . all from morning to night ; after fuch good 
care thefc Galla are aU your brethren, they will die 
for you before they fee you hurt." He then faid fome- 
thing to them in Galla again, and they all gave ano- 
ther affent, and made a flicw of kifTing our traveller's 
hand. 

They fat down ; and Mr. Bruce confefies, if tliey 
entertained any good- will to him, it v^as net difctrnible 
in their countenances. ** Bcfidcs this, continued Fafil, 
you was very kind and courteous to my fervants while at 
Gondar, and faid many favourable things of me before 
the king ; you fent me apref^nt alio, and' above all, when 
Joas, my mailer's body was dug up from the church- 
yard of St. Raphael, and all Gondar were afraid to (hew 
it the leaft reijseft, dreading the vengerncc of Ras Mi- 
chael, you, a ftranger,. who had never focn him, nor re- 
ceived benefit from him, at ycur own expence paid that 
attention to his remains, which would have better be- 
come many at Gondar* and me in particular, liad I been 
within reach, or had intelligence of the matter : now, 
before all thefc men, afic mc any thing you have at heart, 
and, be it what it may, they know I cannot deny ityou.*' 
He delivered this, in a tone and gracefulnefs of manner, 
fuperior, Mr Bruce thought, to any thing he had ever be- 
fore feen, although the Abyflinians are all orators, as, in- 
deed, are moft barbarians. *' Why then, faid Mr. Bruce, 
by all thofe obligations you are pleafed to mention, of 
which you have made a recital fo truly honourable to me, 
I afk you the greateft favour that man can bellow upon me 
— fend ine, as conveniently as poflible, to the' head of the 
Nile, and return me and my attendants in fafety, after ha- 
ving difpatched me quickly, and put me under no conftraint 
that may prevent me' from fatisfying my curiofity in my 
own way." This, replied he, is no rcqueft, I have grant- 
ed it already ; befidcs, I owe it to the commands of the 
king whofe fervant I am. Since, however, it is fo much 
at your heart, go in peace, I will provide you with all 
neceifaries. If I am alive, and governor of Damot, as 
you are, we all know, a prudent and ienfible man, unfet- 
tled as the ftate of the country is, nothing difagreeable 
can befal you." 

N 4 ^He 
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He then turned again ta his feven chiefs, who all 
got up, himfelf, Mr. Bruce, and his companions ; they 
all flood round in a circle, and raifed the palm of their 
hands, while he and his Galla together repeated a prayer 
about a minute long ; the Galla feemingly with great 
devotion. *' Now, laid Fafil, go in peace, you are a 
Galla ; this is a curfe upon them, and their children, 
their corn, grafs, and cattle, if ever they lift their hand 
againft you or youjs, or do not defend you to the utmoft, 
if attacked by others, or endeavour to defeat any defign 
they may hear is intended againft you." Upon this, Mr. 
Bruce offered to kifs his hand before he took his lcave> 
and they all went to the door of the tent, where there 
was a very handfome grey horfe bridled and faddled. 
" Take this horfe, faid Fafil, as a prefent from me ; it 
is not fo good as your own, but, depend upon it, it is the 
liorfe which I rode upon yefterday, when I came here 
to encamp ; but do' not mount it yourfelf, drive it be- 
fore you faddled and bridlei as it is ; no man of Maitiha 
vvlll touch you* when he fe^s that horfe ; it is the people 
of Maitftia, whofe houfes Michael has burnt, that you 
have to fear, and not your friends the Galla. 

Mr. Bruce then took the moft humble and refpedlful 
leave of him poffihle, andalfoofhis new-acquired bre- 
thren, the Galla,. praying inwardly he might never fee 
them again. Mr. Bruce, then .turning to Fafil, accord « 
ing to the cuftom of the country to fuperiors, afked him 
leave to mount on horfeback before him, and was fpee- 
dily out of fight. 

On the fecond of November, they purfaed their jour- 
ney in a direction fbuthward, and pail'ed the church of 
Boflcon Abbo ; ever memorable to them, as being the * 
fiation of Fafd in May, when hei intended to cut them • 
off after their pafiage of the Nile. • 

At three quarters after ten in the morning, they palled 
the fmall river Aroofli, which either gives its name to, or 
recei\«es it from, the didrift through which it paffes j 
it falls into the Nile about four miles below ; is a clear, 
fmall, briflc flream ; its banks covered with verdure not 
to be defcribed. 

AH. 
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All the little territory of Aroofli is by much the moft 
pleafant that our traveller had feen in AbyiTmia, per- 
haps it is equal to any thing the eaft can produce ; the ' 
whole is finely fhaded with acacia- trees, which, in the. 
fultry parts of Africa, produce the gum-arabic. Thefe 
trees grow feldom above fifteen or fixteen feet High, then 
flatten and fpread wide at the top, and touch each other, 
while the trunks are far afunder, and under a vertical fun, 
leave you, many miles together, a free (pace %o> walk in 
a cool, delicious (hade. 

After pafling the Affar, and feveral villages belonging * 
to Goutto, they had, for the firft time, a , diftin<Jt 
view of the high mountain of Geefh, the long-wilhed- 
for end of their dangerous and troubiefome journey. 
Under this mountain are the fountains of the Nile ; 
about thirty mile's, as near as they could conjefture in a 
ftraight line, without counting the deviations or crookcd- 
nefs of the road. At two o'clock in the aftenioon of 
the fecond of November, they came to the banks of the 
Nile ; the paflage is very difficult and dangerous, the 
bottom being full of holes made by confiderable fprhigs, 
light finking fand> and, at every ^ittle dillancc, large 
rocky Hones ; the eaflern fide was muddy and full of pits, 
, the ground of clay ; the Nile here is about 260 feet 
broad, and very rapid ; its depth about four feet in the 
middle of the river, and the lidss not above two. Its 
banks are of a very gentle, eafy defcent ; the weftcr.i 
fide is chiefly ornamented with high trees of the falix, or 
willow tribe, growing Uraight, without joints- or knots, 
and bearing long pointed pods fall of a kind of 
cotton. 

Our travellers, having pafled* the Nile, arrived at 
Goutto, the village fo called, and took up their lodg^ 
ings ia the houle of a confiderable perfon, who had 
abandoned it upon their approach, thinking them part 
of Fafil^s army. 7'hough tiiis habitation was of uic in pro- 
, tediflg. th«m from the poor, yet it hiut them by alarminj; 
and fo depriving them of tht affiflance of the opulent, fucii 
as the prefent owner, who, if he haxl known they were 
. ftrangers from Gondar, would have willingly flaid and 
entertained them, being a relation and friend of Shalaka 
WcUed Amlac. - 

Ns 'As 
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As they heard diHinftly the noife of the cataraft, and 
had ilill a full hour and a half of light, Mr. Bruce de- 
termined to viiit the water-fall, left he fhould be thereby 
detained the next morning. Being well armed, Mr. 
Bruce fet out for the cataraft ; and, after riding through 
a plain, hard country, in fome parts very ftony, and 
thick-covered with trees, in fomething more than half an 
hour's eafy galloping all the way, they came ftraight to 
the cataraft, conduced thereto by the ^ noife of the 
fall. 

This, known by die name of the Firft Cataraft of the 
Nile, did not by its- appearance come up to the idea they 
had formed of it, being fcarce fifteen feet in height, and 
about fixty yards over ; but in many places the fheet of 
water is interrupted, and leaves dry intervals of rock. 
The fides are neither fo woody nor verdant as thofe of 
the catarad of the Affar ; and it is in every fliape lefs 
magnificent, or deferving to be feen, than is the noble 
cataraft at Alata before defcribed, erroneoufly called the 
Second Catarad. Mr. Bruce, having fatisfied his cu- 
riofity at this cataraft, galloped back the fame road that 
he had come, without having feen a fingle perfon fince 
he left Goutto. 

Oh the 3d of November, at eight o'clock in the morn- 
ing, they left the village of Goutto, and continued^ 
ibr the firil part of the day, throueh a plain country full 
of acacia -trees. They continued their journey from 
thence, and at length arrived at a tripplc ridge of mountains 
cifpofed one range behind the other, nearly in form of three 
concentric circles, which fcemed to fuggeft an idea, that 
they are Mountains of the Moon, or the Mcntes Lume of 
antiquity, at the foot of which the Nile was faid to rife ; 
in faifi, there are no others. Thefe mountains are all of 
them cxcdient foil, and every where covered with fine 
pail:ure ; but as this unfortunate country had bceli for 
ages the theatre of war, the inhabitants have only 
ploughed and fowi! the top of them, out of the reach of 
trnemiec or marcliing armies. On tlic middle of the 
mountain are villages biirlt of a white fort of grafs,- 
which makes them confpicuous at a great difiance ; the 
bottom is all grafi:, where their cattle feed conti- 
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Digitized byVjOOQlC 



BRUCE*s TRAVELS, 275 

nually under their eye ; thefe, upon any alarm^ they drive 
up to the top of the mountains out of danger. 

Being arrived at the top of the mountain, they 
had a diftinft view of all the remaining territory of 
Sacala, the mountain Gee(h, and church of St. Mi- 
chael Gee(h, about a mile and a half diflant from St. 
Michael Sacala, where they then were. They faw, 
immediately below them, the Nile itfelf ftrangely di- 
minilhed in fize, and now only a brook that had 
fcarcely water to turn a mill. Mr. Bruce could not 
fatiate himfelf with the iight, revolving in his mind all 
thofe claflical propheiies that had given the Nile up to 
perpetual obfcurity and concealment. Mr. Bruce was 
awakened out of this delightful reverie by an alarm that 
they had loft Woldo their guide. Though Mr. Bruce 
long had expefled fomething from his behaviour, he did 
not think, for his own fake, it could be his intention to 
lea\'e.them. Various conjeftures immediately followed ; 
fomc thought he had refolved to betray and rob them ; 
fome conceived it was an inftru6lion of Fafirs to him, in 
order to their being treacheroufly murdered ; fome again 
fuppofed he was flain by the wild beafts, eipecially thofe 
apes or baboons, whofe voracity, fize, and fierce appear- 
ance, were exceedingly magnified. Mr. Bruce began 
to think, that he might be ill, for he had before Com- 
plained, and that the ficknefs might have overcome him 
upon the road ; and this, too, was the opinion of Ayto 
Aylo's fervant, who faid, however, with a fignificant 
look, that he could not be far off; they, therefore, fent 
him, and one of the men that drove the mules, back jto 
feek after him ; and they had not gone but a few hun- 
dred yards* when the/ found him coining, bat fo dccrepid 
and fo very ill, that he faid he could go no farther than 
tae church, where he was pofitivcly refolved to take up 
his abode that night. Mr. Bruce felt his pulfe, examined 
every part about him, and (aw, he thought, evidently, 
that nothing ailed him. Without lofing his temper, 
however, Mr. Bruce told him firmly, tjiat he perceived he 
was an irapofter ; that he fhould confitler that he was a 
phyfician, as he knew he cured his mafter's nrll friend, 
Welleu Yafcus: that the feeling of his hand told him 
as plain as his tongue coold have done, that nothing liil^d 
iSl 6 him ; , 
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him ; that it told him likewife he had in his heart fome 
prank to play, 'Which would turn out very milch to his 
difad vantage. He feemed difmayed after this, faid little, 
and only defired them to halt for a few minutes, and he 
fhoald be better ; ** for, fays he, it requires ftrengtli 
in us all to pafs another great hill before we ani/e at 
Geefh." • 

*' Look you, faid Mr. Bruce, lying is to no purpofe; 
I know where Geefh is as well as you do, and that 
we have no more mountains or bad places to pafs 
through; therefore, if you choofe to flay behind, yoa 
may ; but to-morrow I {hall inform A\'ellela Yafous at 
Bure of your behaviour." He faid this with the moft 
determined air poflible, and left them, walking as hard 
as he- could down to the ford of the Nile. W'oldo re- 
mained above with the fervants, who were loading their 
mules ; he feemed to be perfecflly cured of his lamenefs, 
and was in clofe converlation with Ayto Aylo's fervant 
for about ten minutes, which Mr. Cruce did not choofe 
to interrupt, as he faw that man v/as already in pof- 
feffion of part of Woldo's fecret. This being over, 
ihcy all came down to Mr. Bruce as he was iketching a 
branch of a yellow- rofe tree, a number of which hang 
over the ford. 

The whole compaay pafled, and Woldo, fecming to 
walk as well as ever, afcended. a gentle riiing hill, near 
die top of which is St. Michael Geelh* The >Jile here 
is not four yards over, and not above four inches deep, 
where they croffcd ; it was indeed become a very trifling 
brook, but ran fwiftly over a bottora-tef fmall Hones, 
with hard black rock appearing amidft them : it is ^t 
thi^ placi very eafy to pafs, and very limpid, but, ^ 
little lower, fall of inconfiderable falls,; the ground 
rifes gently from the river to the fouthward, full of 
fmall hills and eminences, which you afcend and de- 
fcend almofl imperceptibly. The whole company had 
^halted on the north fide of St. Michael's church, and 
there Mr. Bruoe reached them without afFeding any 
hurry. 

About four o'clock in the afternoon, the day having 

been verv hot for fome hours, they were fitting in the 

Ihade of a grove of magnificent cedars, intei mixed with 
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fome very large and beautiful cuflb-trees, all In the flower; 
the men were lying on the grafs, and the beafts fed, 
with the burdens on their backs, on the moft luxuriant 
herbage. Mr. Bruce faid indifferently to Woldo, in 
paffing, that he was glad to fee him recovered ; that he 
would prefcntly be well, and ftiould fear nothing. He 
then got up, and defired to fpeak with Mr. Bruce alone, 
taking Aylo*s fervant along with him. *• Now, faid our 
travefier v^r/ calmly, I know by your face you are 
going to tell me a lie. I do fwear to you folemnly, you 
never, by that means, will obtain any thing from me, no 
not fo much as a good word; truth and good behaviour 
will get you every thing ; what appears a great matter in 
your fight is not perhaps of fuch value in mine ; but no- 
thing except truth and good behaviour will anfvver to 
you ; now I know for a certainty you are no more fick 
than I am." — " Sir, faid he, with a very confident look, 
you are right ; I did counterfeit ; I neither have been, 
nor am I at prefent any way out of order ; but I thought 
it beft to tell you fo, not to be obliged to difcover ano- 
ther reaibn that has much more weight with me why I 
cannot go t& Geefti, and much lefs (hew myfelf at the 
fources of the Nile, which I confefs are not much be- 
yond it, though I declare to you there is llill a hill be- 
tween you and thofe fources"— r^" And pray, faid Mr, 
Bruce calmly, what is this mighty reafon ? Have you had 
>a dream, or a viiion in that trance you fell into when 
you lagged behind below, the church of St. Michael Sa- 
cala ?" " No, fays he, it is neither trance, nor dream, nor 
devil neither*?^ wifli it was no worfe; but you know as 
well as I, tliat my mailer Fafil defeated the Agows at 
the battle of Benja. I was there with my mafter, and 
killed feveral men, among whom fome were of the Agows 
of this village Geefli, and you know the ufage of this 
country, when a man, in thefe circumftances, falls into 
their hands, his blood mufl pay for their blood." 

Mr. Bruce burfl out into a violent fit of laughter, 
which very much difconcerted him. *' There, faid our 
traveller, did not I fay to you it was a lie that you was 
going to tell me ? do not think 1 difbelieve or difpute 
with you the vanity of having killed men; many men 
were ilain at that battle ; fomebody mnUt, and you may 
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have been the perfon who flew them ; but do you think 
that I can believe that Fafil, fo deep in that account of 
bloody could rule the Agows in the manner he does, if 
he could not put a fervant of his in fafety among them 
20 miles from his refidence ; do you think I can believe 
this ?*' ** Come, come, faid Aylo's fervant to Woldo, 
did you not hear that truth and good behaviour will 
get you every thing you afk? Sir, continued he, I fee 
this afFair vexes you, and what this foolifh man wants 
will neither make you richer nor poorer ; he has taken 
a great defire for that crimfon filk-fafh which you wear 
about your middle. I told him to ftay till you went 
back to Gondar ; but he fays he is to go no farther than 
to the houfe of Shalaka Welled Amlac in Maitftia, and 
does not return to Gondar ; I told him to ftay till yoa 
had put your mind at eafe, by feeing the fountains of the 
Nile, which you are fo anxious about. He faid, after 
that had happened, he was fure you would not give it 
him, for you feemed to think little of thte cataraft at 
Goutto, and of all the fine rivers and churches which he 
had fhewn you ; except the head of the Nile (hall be 
finer than all thefe, when, in reality, it will be juft like 
another river, you will then be diffatisfied, and nbt give 
him the fafh." 

Mr. Bruce thought there was fomething very natural 
in thefe fuipicions of Woldo ; belides, he faid he was 
certain that, if ever the fafh came into the fight of Wel- 
led Amlac, by fome means or other, he would get it 
into his hands. This rational difcourfe had pacified Mr. 
Bruce a little ; but it mult have been fine indeed to have 
ftood for a minute betv/een him and the accomplifhment 
of his wiines, Mr. Bruce then laid liis hand upon the 
piflols that ftuck in his girdle, and drew tliem out to 
give them to one of his iuite, when Woldo, who appre- 
hended it was for another purpofe, ran fome paces back, 
and hid himfelf behind Aylo's fervant. Mr. Bruce, 
after having taken off his falli, '* Here is your fafh, 
Woldo, faid he, but mark what I have faid, and now moft 
ferioufly repeat to you, truth and good behaviour will get 
any thing from me ; but if in the courfe of this journey, 
you play one trick more, though ever fo trifling, I will 
bring fuch a vengeance upon your head that you (hall 
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ftot be able to find a place to hide it in, when not the 
fa(h.o«Iy will be taken from yon, but your Ikin alfo will 
follow it," 

He took the fafh, but feemed terrified at the threat, 
and began to make apologies. " Come, come, faid Mr. 
Bruce, we underftand each other ; no more words ; it is 
now late, lofe no more time, but carry me to Geefh, and 
the head of the Nile diredly, without preamble, and fliew 
rae the hill that feparates me from it/'. He then carried 
our traveller round to the fouth-fide of the church, out 
of the |;rove of trees th^t furrounded it. " This is the 
hill, faid he, looking archly, that, when you was on 
the other fide of it, was between you and the fountains 
of the Nile; there is np othfir; look at that hillock of 
green fod in the middle of that watery fpot, it is in that 
the two fountains of the Nile are to be found : Geefh 
is on the face of the rock where yon green trees are ; if 
you go the length of the fountains, pull off your ihoes 
as you did the other day ; for thefe people are all Pagans, 
worfe than thofe that were at the ford, and they believe 
in nothing that you believe, but only in this river, to 
which they pray every day as if it were God ; but this 
perhaps you may do likewife." Half undrefied as Mr. 
Bruce was, by lofs of his fafh, and throwing his fhoes 
off, he ran down the hill towards the little iflattd of 
green fods, which was about two hundred yards diflant; 
the whole fide of 'the hill was thick grown over with 
flowers, the large bulbous roots of which appearing 
above the furface of the ground, and their Ikins coming 
off on treading upon them, occafioned two very fevere 
fails before he reached the brink of the marfh. Mr. 
Bruce, after this, came to the ifland of green turf, which 
was in form cf an altar, apparently the work of art, and 
he flood in rapture over the principal fountain which 
rlfes in the middle of it. 

It is eafier to guefs than defcribe the fituation of Mr. 
Bruce's mind at that moment — flanding on that fpot which 
had baffled the genius, induftry, and inquiry of both 
ancients and moderns, for the courfe of near three 
thoufand years. Kings had attempted this difcovery 
at the head of armies, and each expedition was diflin- 
guifhed from the laft, only by the difference of the 
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numbers which had pcriflicd, and agreed alone in the dif- 
appointment which had uniformly, and without excep- 
tion, followed them all. Fame, riches, and honour had 
been held out for a feries of ages to every individual of- 
thofe myriads thefe princes commanded, without having 
produced one man capaple of gratifying the curiofity o€ 
his fovereign, or v/iping oiF this ftain upon the enterprifer 
and abilities of mankind, or adding this defideratum for 
the encouragement of geography. 

Mr. Bruce now proceeds to defcribe the fources of 
the Nile, which have, as he fays, remained to our days 
as unknown as they were to antiquity, no good or ge- 
nuine voucher having yet been produced capable of 
proving that they were before difcovcred, or feen by the- 
curious eye of any traveller, from the earlieft ages to» 
this day ; and it is with confidence Mr. Bruce propofesi 
to his reader, that he will coniider him as flill {landing 
at thefe fountains, and patiently hear from him the recitap 
of the origin and circumftanc^s of this the molt famous 
river in the world, which are not to be found in books, 
or from any other human authority whatever, and which^ 
by the care and attention he has paid to the fubjedl, wiil> 
he hopes, be found (aasfadlory here; 

Divine honours arc paid by the Agows of Damot to 
the Nile ; they worfhip the river, and thoufands of cat- 
tle have been offered, and fliil are offered, to the fpirit 
fuppofed to refide at its fource. They are divided into 
clans, or tribes ; and it is worthy of obTervation, that 
it is faid there never was a feud, or hereditary animofity 
between any two of thefe clans ; or, if the feeds of any 
fuch were fown, they did not: vegetate longer than till 
the next general convocation, of all the tribes, who meet 
annually at the fource of the river, to which they facra:- 
fice, calling it by the jtam^.c£ tho G/>i^ of Peace. One 
of the leaft confiderable oF,;thefe clans, for power and 
number, has ftill the prefeirence among its brethren, 
from the circumflance thait, in its territory, and near 
the rniferable village that gives it name, are fituated tlie 
much fought-for fprings from, which the Nile rifes. 
Geefh, however, though not farther dillant from thefe. 
. than 600 yards, is not in nght of the fources of the 
Nile. The country upon :he i. me plane withthe fountain^, 
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terminates in a cliiF about 300 yards deep down to the 
plain of Aflba, which flat country continues in the (ame 
fuhaltern degree of elevation, till it meets the Nile again 
about feventy miles fouthward, after it has made the cir- 
cuit of the provinces of Gojam and Damot. 

A prodigious cave is in the middle of this cliiF, in a 
diredUon ftraight north towards the fountains, whether 
the work of nature or art Mr. Bruce cannot determine ; 
in it are many bye-paths, fo that it is very difficult for a 
ftranger to extricate himfelf ; it is a natural labyrinth, 
large enough to contain the inhabitants of the village, and 
their cattle. In this large cliiF, Mr, Bruce tired himfelf 
^part of feveral days, endeavouring to reach as far north- 
ward as poffible; but the air, when he had advanced 
fomething above one hundred yards, feemed to threaten 
to extinguifti his candle by its dampnefs , and the people 
were befides not at all difpofed to gratify his curiofity 
farther, after afTuring him that there was notliing at the 
end more remarkable than what he then faw, which he 
had reafbn to believe was the cafe. The face of this cliff, 
which fronts to the fouth, has a moft pidlurefque ap- 
pearance from the plain of AfToa below, parts pf the 
houfes at every ftage appearing, through the tliickets of 
trees and buihes with which the whole face of the cliff is 
thickly covered ; impenetrable fences of the very worfl 
kind of thorn, hide the mouths of the caverns above men- 
tioned, even from fight ; there is no other communica- 
tion with the houfer, either from above or below, but by 
narrow -v/inding Iheep-paths, which through thefe thorns 
are very difficult to be difcerned, for all are allowed to 
be overgrown with the utmofl wildnefs, as a part of their 
defence ; lo£ty and large trees, moft of them of the 
thorny kind, tower high up above the edge of the cliff, 
and feem to be a fence againft people falling down into 
the plain ; thefe are all at their proper fcafon covered 
with flowers of different forts and colours, fo are the 
buihes belov/ on the face of the cliff: every thorn in 
Abyffinia indeed bears a beautiful flower. 

From the edge of the cliff of Geefh, above where the 
village is fituated, the ground flopes with a very eafy de- 
fcent due north, and lands you at the edge of a trian- 
gular marfh above eighty-fix yards broad, in the line of 
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the fountains, and two hundfed a^nd eighty- fix yards two 
feet from the edge of the cliif above the houfe of the prieft 
of the river, where Mr, Bruce refided. 

Upon the rock, in the middle of the plain,, the Agows 
ufed to pile up the bones of the beafts killed in facrifice, 
mixing them with billets of wood, after which they fet 
them on fire. This is now dikontinued, or rather trans- 
ferred to another place near the church, as they are at 
prefent indulged in the full enjoyment of their idolatrous 
rites, both under Fafil and Michael. In the middle of 
the marfh, near the bottom of the mountain of Geelh, 
arifes a hillock of a circular form, about three feet from 
the furface of the marfh itfelf, though appai*ently founded 
much deeper in it. The diameter of this is fomething 
fhort of twelve feet, it is furronded by a (hallow trench, 
'Which colletfls the water, and voids it eaftward ; it is 
firmly built v/ith fod or earthern turf, brought from the 
fides, and conftantly kept in repair, and this is the altar 
upon which all their religious ceremonies are performed. 
In the middle of this altar is a hole, obvioufly made, or 
at lead enlarged, by tlie hand of man. It is kept clear of 
grafs, or other aquatic plants, and the water in it is perfeftly 
pure and limpid, but has no ebullition or motion of any 
kind difcernable upon its furface. This mouth, or open- 
ing of the fource, is fome parts of an inch lefs than three 
feet diameter, and the water flood at that time, the 5th 
of November, about two inches from the lip or brim, nor 
did it either increafe or diminifti diiring all the time of 
his flay at Geefli, though they made plentiful ufe of it. 
This fpring is about fix feet fix inches deep. 

At the diflance often feet from the firft of thefe fprings^ 
a little to the weft of fouth, is the fecond fountain, about 
eleven inches in diameter ; but this is eight feet three 
inches deep. And about twenty feet diftant from the 
firfl, is the third fource, its mouth being fomething more 
than two feet large, and it is five feet eight inches deep. 
Both thefe laft fountains ftand in the middle of fmall ad- 
tars, made, like the former, of firm fod, but neither of 
them above three feet diameter, and having a foot of lefs 
elevation than the firft. The altar in this third fource 
feemed almoft difTolved by the water, which in both flood 
nearly up to the brim ; at the foot of each appeared a 
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dear an<i b rifle running rill ; thefe uniting, joined the 
water in the trench of the firft altar, and then proceeded 
diredly out, pointing eaftward, in a quantity that would 
have filled a pipe of a,bovit two inches diameter. The water 
from thefe fountains is very light and good, and per- 
feftly taftelefs ; it was at this time mod intenfely cold, 
though expofed to the mid-day without fhelter, there 
being no trees norbufhes nearer it than the cliff" of Geefh 
on its fouth-fide, and die trees that furround Saint Mi- 
chael Geefh on the north, which, according to the cuf- 
tom of Abyfllnia, is, like other churches, planted in the 
mid ft of a grove. 

On the 5th of November, the day after Mr. Bruce's 
arrival at Geefh, tlie weather perfectly clear, cloudlefs, 
and nearly calm, in all rcfpefts well adapted to obferva- 
tion, being extremely anxious to afcertain, beyond the 
pov/er of controverfy, the precile fpot on the globe that 
ilAs fountain had fo long occupied unknown, he pitched 
his tc!it on the north edge of the clifii immediately above 
the priefl's houfe, having verified the inilrument with all 
the care pofifible, both at the zenith and horizon. With 
a brais quadrant of three feet radius, by one meridian 
altitude of the fun's upper limb, all necefTary equations 
and dedndions coniidered, he determined the latitude of 
the place of obferyation to be 10° 59' 11'; and by an- 
other obfervation of the fame kind made on the 6th, 10^ 
59' ^" ; aftfiinrfyhich, by a medium of thirty-three obier- 
vations of liars, the largefl and neareft, the firft vertical, 
he found the latitude to be 10° 59' 10''; a mean of 
which being 10^ 59' g{", fay 10? 59' 10". The lon- 
gitude he alcertained to be 36° 55' 30'' eaft of the me- 
ridian of Greenwich. 

On the night of the 4th, the very night of Mr. Bruce's 
arrival, melancholy reflexions upon his prefent ftate, the 
doubtfulnefs of his return in fafety, were he permitted to 
make the attempt, and the fears that even this would be 
refofed, according to the rule obferved in Abyftinia with 
all travellers who have once entered the kingdom ; the 
confcioufnefs of the pain that he waa then occafioning to 
many worthy individuals, expedtng daily that informa- 
tion concerning his iituation, which it was not in his 
power to give them ; fome other thoughts, perhaps, ftill 
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nearer the heart than thofe, crowded upon his mind, anif 
forbade all approach of fleep. He was, at that very mo- 
ment, in pollcffion of what had, for many years, been 
the principle objedl of his ambition and wifhes : indif- 
ference, which from the ufual infirmity of human nature 
follows, at Icaft for a time, complete enjoyment, had 
taken place of it. The marfti, and the fountains, upon* 
comparifbn with the rife of many of our rivers, became 
now a trifling objed in his fight. He remembered thafc 
magnificent icene in his own native country, where the 
Tweed, Clyde, and Annan rife in one hill ; three rivers y 
as he now thought, • not inferior to the Nile in beauty^ 
preferable to it in the cultivation of thofe countries through 
which they flow ; fuperior, vaftly fuperior. to it in the 
virtues and qualities of the inhabitants, and in the beauty 
of its flocks, crowding its paftures in peace, without 
fear of violence from man or Ixaft. He had fe^n the rife of 
the Rhine and Rhone, and the more magnificent fources 
of the Soane ; he began, in his fcwrow, to treat the in»- 
quiry about the fource of the Nile as a violent effort of a 
diflempered fancy. Grief or defpondency now rolling- 
upon him like a torrent, relaxed, not refrefhed, by un- 
quiet and imperfeft fleep, he ftarted from his bed in the 
utmoft agony ; he went to the door of his tent ; every 
thing was flill ; the Nile, at whofe head he ftood, was 
not capable either to promote or to interrupt his flumbers, 
but the coolnefs and ferenity of the nigbt braced his 
nerves, and' chafed away thofe phantoms. thaC, while in 
bed, had oppreflTed and tormented him. 

Numerous dangers, hardihips, and (brrows had indeed 
bcfet him through this half of his excurfion; but it\va» 
ftill as true, that another Guide, more powerfiil than hia 
own courage, health, or underftanding, if any of thcfc 
can be called man's own» had uniformly protiefled him 
in all that tedious half; he found his cenfidence not 
abated, that ftill tlie fame Guide was able to condud him 
to his now wiflied-fbr home. He immediately refumed 
his former fortitude, confidered the Nile, indeed, as no 
more than rifing from fprings, as all other rivers do, but 
widely diflwent in this, that it was the palm for three 
thoufand years held out to all the nations in the world as 
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Ji ditur digniffimot which, in his cool hoars he had thought 
was worth the attempting at the rifk of his life, which 
he had long either rcfolved to lofe, or lay this difcovery, 
a trophy in which he could have, no competitor, for the 
honour of his country, at the feet of his fovereign. whofe 
fcrvant he was. 

Mr. Bruce had procured from the Englifh fhips, while 
at Jidda, fome quick-filver, perfeftly pure, ana heavier 
than the common fort ; warming, therefore, the tube 
gently at the fire, he filled it with this quick-filver, and, 
to his great furprife, found that it flood at the height of 
j£z En^ih inches. Sufpeding that fome air might have 
infinuated itfelf into the tube, he laid it by in a warm 
part of the tent, covered till morning, and returning to 
bed, flept there profoundly till fix, when, fatisfied tho 
whole was in pcrfeA order, he found it to fbmd at 22 
Englifh inches ; neither did it vary fenfibly from that 
height any of the following days he ftaid at Geefh ; and 
thence he inferred, that, at the fources of the Nile, he 
was then more than two miles above the level of the fea ; 
a prodigious height, to enjoy a fky perpetually clear, as 
alfb a hot fun never over-cail for a moment with clouds 
from rifing to fetting. On the 6th of November, at a 
quarter p^ five in the morning, Fahrenheit's thermo- 
meter flood at 44°, at noon 96^, and at fun-fet 46^. It 
was, as to fenfe, cdd at night, and flill more fo an hour 
before fun-rife. 

The Nile, keeping nearly in the middle of the marfh^ 
runs caft for thirty yards, with a very little increafe of 
' Hream, but pcrfeftly vifible, lall met by the grafTy brink 
of the land declining from Sacala. This turns it round 
gradually to the N. E. and then due north ; and, in the 
two miles it flows in that diredlion, the river receives 
many fmall contributions from fprings that rife in the 
banks on each ftde of it : there are two, particularly one 
oh the hill at the back of St. Michael Geefh, the other a 
Uttle lower that in on the other fide> on the ground de- 
cUning from Sacala. Thefe !aft-4nentioned fprings are 
more than double its quantity :> and being arrived undei^ 
the hxU whereon flands the church of Saint Michael Sa« 
cala, about two miles from its fource, it there becomes 
a flivam that would torn a comsnon mill, fhallow, clear, 
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and running over a rocky bottoih about three yards wide t 
this muft be underftood to be variable according to the 
feafon ; and the prefent obfervations are applicable to 
the 5 th of November, when tlie rains had ceafedfor fe- 
ral weeks. 

Our traveller fays, nothing can be more beautiful than 
this fpot ; the fmall rifing hills about them were all thick- 
covered with verdure, efpecially with clover, the largeft 
and fineft he ever favv ; the tops of the heights crowned 
with trees of a prodigious fize ; the ftream, at the banks 
of which they were fitting, was limpid and pure as the 
(ineft cryftal ; the. ford,, covered thick with a bufhy kind 
of tree that feemed to aiFedl to grow to no height, but 
thick with foliage and young branches, rather to court 
the furface of the water, whilft it bore, in prodigious 
quantities, a beautiful yellow flower, not unlike a fingle 
wild rofe of that colour, but without thorns. 

After having ftepped over the ford fifty times, he ob- 
ferved it no larger than a common mill ftream. The Nile, 
from this ford, turns to the weftward, and after running 
over loofe ftones occafionally, in that direction, about four 
miles farther, the angle of inclination increaiing greatly, 
broken water, and a fall commences of about ^ feet, 
and thus it gets rid of the mountainous place of its nati- 
vity, and iifaes into the plain of Goutto, where is its 
firft cataradl. Arrived in the plain of Goutto, the river 
feems to have loft all its violence, and fcarcely is feen to 
flOw^ but, at the fame time, it there makes h many 
iharp, unnatural windings, that it (Hifers from any other 
river Mr. Bruce ever faw, making about twenty iharp 
apg^lar peniqfulas jn the courfe of ive miles, ! through a 
bare, marftiy plain of clay, quite deftitute of trees, and 
exceeedingly inconvenient and unplpafant to travel. After 
pajling this plain, it turns due north, receives the tribute 
of many fmall ftreams, the Gometti, the Googueri, and 
the Kebezza, whidi defcend from the mountains of 
Afoqpaiha ; and, ignited, fall into the Nile about twenty 
miles below its fburce ; it begins here to run rapidly, 
^n4. again i:^ceives,a number of beautiful rivulets, which 
have their rife in the heights of Litchambara, the femi- 
circular range of mountains that pafs behind, and feem 
to inclofe Aformaiha. Here it begins to become a con~ 
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fiderable ftream; its banks high and broken, covered 
with old timber trees for the fpace of about three miles ; 
it inclines to the north- call, and winds exceedingly, and 
is then joined by the fmall river Diwa from the eafl. 
As the mere names of places, through which the Nile 
paiTes, can afford very little amufement to our readers, 
we (hall only oblerve, that it empties itfelf at laH into the 
Mediterranean. 

Mr. Bruce now proceeds to inveftigate the reafon of 
the inundations of the Nile, and obferves, that it is an 
obfervation, which holds good through all the works of 
Providence, that although God, in the beginning, gave 
an inftance of his almighty power, by creating the world 
with one iingle Jiat^ yet, in the laws he has laid down 
for the maintaining order and regularity in the details of 
his creation, he has invariably produced all thefe efFedts 
by the leaft degree of power poffible, and by thole means 
that ieem moft obvious to human conception. But it 
feemed, however, not according to the tenor of 
his ways and wifdom, to cre^ite^ a coxtntry like Egypt, 
without fprings, or ev€n dews, and fubjeJft it to a nearly 
vertical fun, that he inigM fave it by fo extraordinary an 
intervention as was the annual inundation, and make it 
the moft fertile fpot of the univerfe. 

Whatever \yere the conjedlures of the dreamers of an- 
tiquity, modem travellers and philofophers, defcribing 
without fyftem or . prejudice what their eye faw, have 
^und that the inundation of Egypt has been eifedled by 
natural means, perfefUy confonant with the ordinary 
rules of Providence, and the laws given for the govern- 
iBent of the reil of the univerfe. They have found that 
the plentiful fall of the tropical rains produced every 
year at the fame time, by the action of a violent fun, Ifas 
been uniformly, without miracle, the caufe of Egypt's be- 
ing regulaiiy. overflowed. The fun being nearly ftationary 
for fome days in the tropric of Capricorn, the air there 
becomes fo much . ratified, that the heavier winds, 
charged with watery particles, rufli in upon it from 
the Atlantic on the weft, and from the Indian Ocean 
on the eaft. The fouth wind, moreover, loaded -with 
heavy vapour, condenfed in that high ridge of mountains 
not far fouth of the line^ which forms a fpine to the 
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•peninfula of Africa, and, running northward with the 
other two, furnilh wherewithal to reftore the equili- 
brium. ^ 

The fun, having thus gathered fuch a quantity of va- 
pours as it were to a focus, now puts them in motion, 
and drawing them after it in its rapid progrefs north- 
ward, on the 7th of January, for two years together, 
feemed to have extended its power to the atmofphere of 
Gondar, when, for the firft time, there appeared in the 
Iky white, dappled, thin clouds, ^the fun being then 
diftant 34° from the zenith, without any one cloudy or 
dark (peck having been feen for feveral months before. 
Advancing to the line with increafed velocity, and de- 
fcribing larger fpirals, the fun brings on a few drops of 
rain at Gondar the ift of March, being then diftant 5^ 
from the zenith ; thefe are greedily abforbed by the 
thirfty foil, and this feems to be the fartheft extent of 
the fun's influence, capable of caufing rain, which then 
•nly falls in large drops, and lafts but a few minutes : 
the rainy feafon, however, begins inoft ferioufly upon 
its arrival at the zenith of every place, 4nd thefe rains 
continue conftant and increaiing after he has pafled it, 
in his progrefs northward. Before this, green boughs 
and leaves appear floating in -/die Bahar el Abiad, and 
fhew that, in the latitude where it riles, the rains are 
already abundant. The Galla, who inhabit, or have 
jjaflTed that river, give account of its fituation, which 
lies, as far as Mr. Bruce could ever calculate^ abour 5® 
from the line. 

In April, all the rivers in Amhara, Begemder, and 
Laila, flrfl: difcoloured, and then beginning to fweU, 
join the Nile in the feveral parts of its cburfe neareft 
theni: the river then, from the height of its angle incli- 
nation, forccis itfelf through the ftagnant lake without 
mixing with it. In the beginning of May, hundreds of 
flreams pour themfelves from Gojam, Damot, Maitlha, 
and Dembea, into the lake Tzana, : which had become 
low by intenfe evaporation, but now begins to fill infon- 
fibly, and contributes a large quantity of water to the 
Nile, before it falls down the cataract of Alata. In the 
beginning of June, the fun having paflTed all Abyflinia, 
the rivers there arc all full, and then is the time of the 
I greateft 
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l^reateft rains in Abyffinia, while it is for fomc <lay$« as 
It were, ftationary in the tropic of Cancer. 

Immediately after the fun has pafl!ed the Line, he be^ 
gins^the rainy feafon to the foathward, flill as he ap- 
proaches the zenith of each place; but the fituation and 
neceilities of this country being varied^ the manner of 
promoting the inundation is changed. A high chain of 
mountains run from about 6^ fouth all along the middle 
of the continent towards the Cape of Good Hope, and in- 
terfe^ the fouthem part of the peninfula, nearly in\he 
fame manner that the river Nile does the northern. A 
flrong wind from the fouth, flopping the progrefs of 
the condenfed vapours, dallies thei^ againft the cold 
fummits of this ridge of mountains^ and forms many 
rivers which efcape in the direftion either eaft or weft, 
as the level prefents itfelf. If this is towards the weft, 
they fall down the fides of the mountains into the 
Atlantic, and if on the eaft, into the Indian Ocean. 

Three remarkable appearances attend the inundation 
of the Nile. Every morning in Abyffinia is clear, and 
the fun fhines; about nine, a fmall cloud, not above 
four feet broad, appears in the eaft, whirling violently 
round as if upon an axis, but, arrived near the zenith^ 
it firft abates its motion, then lofes its form, extends 
itfelf greatly, and feems to call up vapours from all op- 
poflte quarters. Thefe clouds, having attained nearly 
the fame height, rufti againft each other with great 
violence. The air, impelled before the heavieft mafs, 
or fwifteft mover, makes an impreffion of its own form 
in the coUedion of clouds oppofite, and the moment it 
has taken pofTeffion of the fpace made to receive it, the 
moft violent thunder poftible to be conceived infUntly 
follows, with rain ; after fbme hours, the fky again 
clears, with a wind at north, and it is always cUfagree- 
biy cold when the thermometer is below 63°. 

The fecond tiling remarkable, is the variation of the 
thermometer ; when the fun is in the fouthem tropic, 
56° diftant from the zenith of Gondar, it is feldom 
lower than 72^; but it falls to 60° and 59^ when- the 
fun is immediately vertical; fo happily does the ap- 
proach of rain compenfate the heat of a too-fcorching 
fun« 
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The tkird is that remarkable ftop in the extent of 
the rains northward, when the fun, that has co;idudted 
- the vapours from the Line, and (hould feem, now more 
than ever, to be in poiFeflion of them, is here over- 
ruled fuddenly, till, Oii its return to the zenith of Gerri, 
again it refumes the abfolute con^mand over the rain, and 
recondu6ls it to the Line to furniih diilant deluges to the 
fouthward. 

Mr. Pruce fays it is in February, March, or April 
only, the plague begins in Egypt. Mr. Bruce does not 
believe it an endemical difeaie, but rather thinks it 
comes from Conftantinople with merchandife, or paf- 
lengors, and at this time of the year, that the air having 
attained a degree of putridity proper to receive it by the 
long abfence of dews, the infeftion is thereto joined, 
and continues to rage till it is fuddenly flopped by the 
dews occaiioned by a refrefhing mixture of rain-water, 
which is poured out into the Nile at the beginning of the 
inundation. 

The firft and moft remarkable fign of the change brought 
about in the air is the fudden flopping of the plague at 
Saint John's day : every perfon, though fhut up from foci- 
ety for months before, buys, fells, and communicates with 
his neighbour without any fort of apprehenfion ; and. it 
was never known, as f4r as Mr. Bruce could learn 
upon fair inquiry, that any one fell fick of the plague 
after this anniverfary : it will 'be obferved Mr. Bruce 
does not fay, <//^</ ; diere are, examples of that, thoil^ 
he believes but few ; the plague is not always a difeafe 
that fuddenly terminates, it often takes a confiderable 
time to come to a head, appearing only by fymptoms ; (o 
that people taken ill, under the mofl putrid influence of 
the air, linger on, flruggling with the difeafe which has 

• already got fuch hold that they cannot recover ; but 
what Mr. Bruce fays he means is, that no perfon is taken 
ill of the plague fo as to die after the dew has fallen in 
June ; ana no fymptoms of the plague are evey commonly 
feen in Egypt but in thofe fpring months already men- 
tioned, the greater part of which are totally deflitute of 
moillure. 

• Mr. Bruce then mentions a circumflance, which u 
univerfally known, and cannot be denied. The Turks and 

Moors 
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Moors are known to be prcdeftinarians ; they believe the 
kouT of inan's death is fo immutably fixed that nothing' 
can either advance or defer it an inftant. Secure in this 
principle, ,theycxpofe in the market-place, immediately 
after Sanat John's day, the clothes of the many thou- 
fatids that have died during the late continuance of the 
plague,' alt which imbibe the moift air of the evening 
and the morning, are handled, bought, put on, and 
worn without any apprehenfion of danger ; and though 
they confift c^ furs, cotton, filk, and woollen cloths* 
which are fluffs the moft retentive of the infeftion, no 
accident happens to thofe who wear them from this theii* 
kiippy confidence. 

Mr. Bruce now returns back to his guide Woldo, 
whom they had left fettling their reception with the 
thief of the village of Geefh, They found the meafures 
taken by this man fuch as convinced them at once of 
his capacity and attachment. ,The miferable Agows, 
aiTembled all around him, were too much interefled in the 
appearance our travellers made, not to be exceedingly 
inquifitive how long their flay was to be among them. 
They faw, by the horfe driven before them, that they 
belonged to Fafil, and fufpefted, for the fame reafbn, 
that they were to maintain them, or, in other words* 
that they fhould live at difOretion upon them as long as 
thqy chofe to tarry there ; but Woldo, with great ad- 
cfrefs, bad difpcU^ thofe fears almoft as foon as they 
were formed. He infornied them of the king's grant to 
Mr. Bruce of the village of Geefh; that Fafil's tyrranny 
and avarice would end that day, and another mafler, ' 
like Negadc Ras Georgis, was come to pafs a chearful 
time among them, with a refolution to pay for every 
labour rfiey were ordered to perform, and purchafe ail 
things for ready money : he added, moreover, that no 
xhilitary fervicc was further to be exafted from theiii, 
cither by the king or governor of Damot, nor from their 
prefent mafler, as he had no enemies. They found 
-this news had circulated with great rapidity, and they 
met with a hearty welcome upon their arrival at the 
village. 

Woldo had afked a houfe from the Shum, who very 

Cjivilly had granted Mr. Bruce his own; it was juft 
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large enough to ferve him, bat they were obliged to take 
po£effion of four or five others, and thev were fcarcel/ 
lettled in thefe, when a fervant arrived from Fafil to 
intimate to the Shorn > his furrendry of the property and 
fovereignty of Geefh to Mr. Bruce, in confequence of a 
grant mm the king : he brought with him a fine, large^ 
milk-white' cow, two flieep, and two goats ; the iheep 
and goats Mr. Bruce underilood were from Welleca 
Yafous. Fafil alfo fent them fix jars of hydromel, fifty 
wheat loaves of very excellent bread, and to this Wei* 
leta Yafous had added two middle fized horns of ex- 
cellent ftrong fpirits. Their hearts were now perfefUy 
at eafe, and they pafTed a very merry evening, Woldcs 
who had done his part to. great perfection, and had re« 
conciled the minds of all the people of the village to 
our. travellers, had a little apprehenfion for himfelf ; he 
thought he had lofl credit with Mr. Bruce^ and therefore 
employed the fervant of Ayto Aylo to deftre Mr. Bruce 
not to fpeak of the fa(h to Fafil's fervant. Oar traveller 
afiured him, that, as long as he faw him ailing properly^ 
as he now did, it was much more probable he fhould 
give him another faih on their return, than complain of 
the means he had uTcd to get this laft. This entirely re- 
moved alUiis fears, and, indeed, as long after as he was 
with them, he every day deferved more and more their 
commendations. 

Woldo was now perfedly happy ; he had no fuperior 
or fpy over his adUons ; he had explained himfelf to die 
3ham, th^t they fhould want fomebody to buy necefla- 
lies to make bread for our travellers, and to take care of 
die management of their houfe. They difplayed their 
lefier articles fbr barter to the Shum, and told him the 
moil cohfiderable purchafes, fuch as oxen and fheep» 
were to be paid in gold. He was flruck with the appear- 
ance of our traveller's wealth, and the gcnerofity of their 
propofals, and told Woldo that he initfied, fince they 
were in his houfes, they would take his daughters for 
their houfe keepers. The propofal was a mofi reafon- 
ableone, and readily accepted. He accordingly fent for 
three in an inilant, and they delivered thQfai their charge* 
The eldell took it ujpon her readily ; fhe was about iixteen 
years of age, of a itatttre above the middle fisse, but &e 
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was remarkably genteel, and, colour apart, her features 
would have made her a beauty in any country in Europe ; ' 
Ihe was, befides, very fprightly ; they underflood not 
one word of her language, though fhe comprehended 
very eaiily the figns that they made. This nymph of 
the Nile was called by nick name Irepone, which fignifies 
fome animal that deftrojs mice, but whether of the fer- 
ret or fnake kind, Mr. Bruce could nqt perfeftly under- 
hand ; fometimes it was one, and fometimes another, but 
which it was he thought of no great importance. 

After difpofing of fome of their ftock in purchafts, 
Ihe thought herfelf obliged to render our travellers an 
account, and give back the refidue at night to Woldo, 
with a proteftation that ihe had not ftolen or kept any 
thing to ^ herfelf. Mr. Bruce looked upon this regular 
accounting as an ungenerous treatment of their benefac- 
trefs. Mr. Bruce called on Woldd, and made him pro- 
duct a parcel that contained the fame with the firft com- 
modities they had given her ; andthis confifted of beads, 
antimony, fmall fciflars, knives, and large needles. He 
then brought out a packet of the fame that had not been 
broken, and told her, they were intended to be diftributed 
among her friends, and that they expedled no account 
from her ; on the contrary, that, after fhe had beftowed 
thefe, to buy them neceffaries, and for any purpofes (he 
pleafed, he had flill as many more to leave her at parting, 
for the trouble flie had given herfelf. Mr. Bruce often 
thought the head of the little favage would have turned 
with the pofleffion of fo much riches, and fo great co!ifi- 
dence ; and it was impoflible to be fo blinded, as not to 
fee that our traveller had already made great progrefs in 
her afFedlions. To the number of trifles he had added 
one ounce of gold, value about fifty (hillings fterling, 
which he -thought would defray their expences all the ' 
time they ftaid ; and having now perfeftly arranged tlie 
OBConomy of their family, nothing remained but to make 
the proper obfervations. 

As the houfes are all day and ftraw, there was no 
place for fixing his clock ; he was therefore obliged to 
employ a very excellent watch made for him by EUlcott. 
The dawn now began, and a few minutes afterwards 
every body was at their doors ; every one crowded ta * 
O3 iee 
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fee them* and they breakfafted in public with very great 
cheerfulnefs. The white cow was Icilled, and every one 
was invited to his (hare of her. The Shum, prieft of 
the river, would likewife have been of the party, but he 
declined either fitting or eating with them, though his 
ions were not fo fcrupulous. 

Once a year, upon this principal fountain and akar 
ajready mentioned, on the firft appearance of the dog-ftar, 
or, as others fay, eleven days after, this prieft aflembles 
the heads of the -clans ; and having facrificed a black 
heifer that never bore a calf, they plunge the head of it 
into this fountain, they then wrap it up in its own hide, 
fo as no more to be fecn, .after having fprinkled the hide 
within and without with water from the fountain. 
The carcafe is then fpHt in half, and cleaned with extra- 
<irdinary care ; and, thus prepared, it is laid upon the 
hillock over the firfl ii^mtain, and wafhed all over with 
its water, while the elders, or confiderable people, carry 
water in their hands joined (it mufl not be in any difh) 
from the two other fountains •; they then aflemble upon 
the fmall hill a little weft of St. Michael, (it ufed to be 
the place where the church now itands), there they divide 
the carcafe into pieces correfjxonding to the number of 
the tribes, and each tribe has its privilege, or preten- 
tions, to particular parts, which are not in proportion to 
the prefent confequence of the feveral clans. Geefh has 
>a pnncipal ilice, though the moft inconfiderable territory 
of the whole ; Sacala has the next ; and Zeegam, the 
mofl confiderable of them all in power and riches, has 
the leaft of the whole. After having ate this carcafe raw, 
according to their cuflom, and drunk the Nile water, 
to the exclufion of any other liquor, they pile up the 
bones on the place where they fit, and burn them to. 
%klhes. 

' This ufcd to be performed where the church now 
flands ; but^ Ras Sela Chriftos, feme time after, having 
beaten the Agows, and defirous, at the Jefuits in {liga- 
tion, to convert them to ChrifHanity, he demolifhed 
their altar where the bones were burnt, and built a church 
upon the fite, the doors of which, Mr. Bruce believes, 
were never opened fince that reign ; nor is there now, as 
fv as he could perceive, any Chriftian there who might 
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wfh to fee it frequented. After Scla Chriilos had de- 
moliihed their altars by building this church, they ate th^ 
carcafe, and burnt the bones, on the top of the mountain 
of Geefh out of the way of pro&nation, where the vei^ 
tiges of this ceremony may yet be feen ; but probably 
the fatigue attending this, and the great indiffierence their 
late governors have had ibr Chriftianity; have brought 
them back to a fmall hillock by the iide of the inarih, 
weft of St. Michael's church, and a little to the fouth- 
ward> where they perform this folemnity every year, and 
they will probably refume thdr firft altar when the 
church is fallen to ruins, which they are every day pri- 
vately haftening. * 

Having finilhed their Moody banquet, they carry the 
head, clofe wra^t from fight- in the hide, into the ca- 
vern, which they fay reaches below the fountains, and 
there, by a common light, without torches, or a num- 
ber of candles, as denoting a folemnity, they perform 
their worftiip, the particulars of which Mr. Bruce never 
could learn ; it is a piece of free mafonry, which every 
body knows, and notxxiy venture« to reveal. At a cer- 
tain time of the night they leave the cave, but at what 
tune, or by what rule, our traveller could not learn ; 
neither would they telUhim what became of the head, 
whether it was ate, or buried, or how confumcd. The 
Abyflinians have a ftory, probably created by themfelves, 
that the devil appears to them ; and with him they eat 
the head, fwearing obedience to him upon certain con- 
ditions, that of fending rain, and a good feaibn for their 
bees and cattle : however this may be, it is certain, that 
they pray to the fpirit refiding in the river, whom they 
call the Everlafting God, Light of the WcTrld, Eye of 
the World, God of Peace, their Saviour, and Father of 
the Univerfe. 

. Their landlord, the Shum, made no fcruple of reciting 
his prayers for feafonable rain, for plenty of grafs, for 
the prefervation of ferpents, at leaft of one kind of this 
reptile; he alfo deprecated thunder in thefe prayers, 
which he pronounced very pathetically n^ith a kind -of: 
tone or fong ; he called the river, " Moft High God, Sa- . 
viowr of the World;" of the other word» Mr. Bruce 
O 4 coull 
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conld not well judge« but by the interpretation of WcJ- 
do. Thofe tidesj however, of divinity which he gave 
to the river, he could pg;fe^l)r comprehend without an 
interpreter, and for thcfe only he is a voucher. 

Mr. Bruce afked the prieft, into whofe good graces 
he had purpofely infinuated himfelf, if ever any (pirit 
had been feen by him ? He anfweted, without hefita- 
tion. Yes ; very frequently. He faid he had feen the 
fpirit the evening of the 3d, jnft as the fun was fetting* 
under a tree, which he fliewed our traveller at a dif- 
tance, who told him of the death of a fon, and alio 
that a party from Faiil's army was cdming ; that, being 
afraid, he confulted his ferpent, who ate readily and 
heartily, from which he knew no harm was to hefaJi him 
from his vifitors. Mr. Bruce afked him, if he could 
prevdl on the fpirit to appear to him. He faid he could 
not venture to make that requeft. He faid he was of a 
very graceful figure and appearance : he thought rather 
older than middle age ; but he feldom chofe to look at 
his face ; he had a long white beard, his clothes not like 
theirs of leather, but like filk, of the falhion of the conn- 
try. Mr. Bruce afked him how he was certain it was 
not a man ? he laughed, or rather fiieered, ihaking his 
head, and faying, *' No, no, it is no man, but a fpirit." 
Mr. Bruce then defired to know why he prayed againfl 
thunder. He faid, Becaufe it was hurtful to the bees, 
their great revenue being honey and wax : then, why 
he prayed for ferpents ? he replied, Becaufe they taught 
him the coming of gdod or evil. It feems they have 
all fcveral of thefe creatures in the neighbourhood,, and 
the richer fort always in their houfes, whom they take 
care of, and feed before they undertake a journey, or 
any affair of confequence. They take this animal from 
his hole, and put butter and milk before him, of which 
he is extravagantly fend ; if he does not eat, ill-fortune 
is near at hand. 

Before an invafion of the Galla, or an inroad of the . 
enemy, they fay thefe ferpents difappear, and are no where 
to be found. Fafil, the fagacious and cunning governor 
of the country, was, as it was faid, greatly addidted to 
this fpecies of divination^ infomuch as never to mount 
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Us horts, or gQ from home, if an animal of this kiiidj 
which he had m his^ keeping, f efufed to eat. 

The Shum's name was Kefia Abay, or Servant of the 
River ; he was a man about feventy, not very lean, but 
infirm, fiilly as much fo as might have been expelled 
from that age. He conceived that he might have had 
eighty-four or eighty-five children. That honourable 
d^rge which he pofTefied had been in his family from 
the beginning of the world, as he imagined. Indeed, 
if all predeceflbrs had as numerous families as he, 
there was no probability of the fucceffion devolving to 
Grangers. He had a long white beard, and verx mode- 
rately thick ; an ornament rare in Abyffinia, where they 
have feldom any hair upon their chin. He had round 
his body a fkin wrapt and tied with a broad belt. Above 
this he wore a cloak with the hood up, and covering his 
head ; he was bare legged, but had fandals, much like 
thofe upon ancient flatues i thefe, however, he put off as 
ibon as ever he approached the bog where, the Nile rifes> 
which our travellers were all likewife obliged to do. 
They were allowed to drink the water, but make na 
other ufe of it.^ None of the inhabitants of Geelh wafti 
themfelves, or their clothes, in the Nile, but in a ftream 
that ^s from the mountain of Geefh down into the 
-plain of Aflb, which runs fouth, and meets the Nile in 
Its turn nordiward, paffing the country of the Gafars 
and Gongas. 

The Agows,- in whofe country the Nile rifes, arc, in 
point of number, one of the moft coniiderable nations in 
Abyffinia ; when their whole force is raifed, which fel- 
dom happens, they can bring to the field 4000 horfe, and 
a great number of foot ; they were, however, once much 
more powerfvd; feveral unfuccefsful battles, and the per- 
petual inroads of tiie Galla, have much diminifhed their 
fbrength. The country, indeed, is ftill full of inhabitants; 
but m>m their hiibnr we learn, ^t one clan, called 
2^gam, maintained fingly a war againft the king him- 
felf, from the time of Socinios to that of Y*afotts 
the Great, who, after all, overcame them by fur- 
prife and ftratagem; and that another clan, the DeBguis, 
in like manner, maintained the war againfl Facilidas-, 
Hannes L and Yafous II. all of them active princes. 
O s Their 
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Their riches, however, are ftill greater than tiicir Jxweri 
for though their province m length is no where 60 milesy 
nor halithat in breadth, yet Gondar and all the neigh- 
bouring country depend for the necefTariesof life, cattle^ 
honey, butter, wheat, hide*, wax, and a number of 
fuch articles, upon the Agows, who came conftantly 
in fucceilion, a thoufand and fifteen hundred at a time, 
loaded with thefe commodities, to the capital. As the 
dependence upon the Agows is for their produce rather 
than on the forces of their country, it has been a maxim 
with wife princes to compound with them for an addi- 
tional tribute, inftead of their military fervice ; the ne- 
ceffities of the times have fometimes altered thefe wife 
regulations, and between their attachment to Fafil, and 
afterwards to Ras Michael, they have been very much 
reduced, whereby the ftate hath fuffercd. 

It may naturally be fuppofed, that, in a long carriage^ 
fuch as that of a hundred miles in fuch a climate, butter 
mull melt, ai;d be in a ftate of fufion, confeqnently 
very near putrefadlion ; this is prevented by the root of 
an herb, called Moc-mocoj yellow in colour, and in a 
Ihape nearly refembling a carrot ; this they bruife and 
mix with their butter, and a very fmall^uantity prefervcs 
it frefii for a confiderable time ; and this is a great iaving 
and convenience; for^ fuppofing fait was employed>it isr 
very doubtful if it would anfwer the intention ; befides, 
fait is a money in this country, being circulated in the 
form of wedges, or bricks, it ferves die purpofe of filver 
coin, and is the change of gold; fo that this herb is of 
the utmoll ufe in preventing the increafe in price of this 
nccefTary article, which is 3ie principal food of all ranks 
of people in this country. 

Befides the market of Gondar, the neighbouring black 
favages, t^e woolly-headed ShangaUa,purchafe the great- . 
cfl part of the fe commodities from them, and many others, 
which they bring from the capital when they return 
thence ; they receive, in exchange elephants teeth, rhino- 
ceros^ hornsj gold in fmall pellets, aod a quantity of very 
fine cotton ; of which goods they might receive a much 
greater quantity were they content to cultivate trade in a 
£iir way, without making inroads upon thefe favages for 
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,{he fake of flaves^ aiul thereby diftarbing them in their 
occupations of ^kin|; for gold and homing the ele- 
phant. 

• The cloathing of the Agows is aS of hides, which they 
feften and manufe£ktire in a method peculiar to them- 
fclves ; and this they wear in the rainy feafon, when the 
weather is cold, for here the rainy feafbns are of long du- 
ration and violent, which ftill increafes the nearer you ap* 
proach the Line. The younger fort are chiefly naked, 
the married women carrying their children about witlk 
Ihem upon their backs ; their cloathing is like a fhiyt 
down to their feet, and girded with a belt or girdle 
about their middle ; the lower part of it refembles a 
large double petticoat, one ply of which they turn back 
over their ihoulders, faftening it with a broach, or ftewer, 
acrofs their breaft before, and carrying their children iit . 
it behind. The women are generally thin, and, like the 
men, below the middle fizc. There is no fach thing a» 
barrennefs known amotig them. They begin to bear 
children before eleven ; they marry generally about that, 
age, and are marriageable two years before : they clofe 
child-bearing before they are thirty, though there arc 
feveral inftances to the contrary. 
* Befides what they fell, and what they pay to the go- 
vernor of Damot, the Agows have a particular tribute 
which they prefent to the kmg : one thoufand dabra of 
honey, eadi dabra containing about fixty pounds weight, 
being a large earthen veffeL They pay, moreover, fif- 
teen hundred oxen and looo ounces of gold; formerly 
the number of jars of honey was four thoufand, but fe- 
veral of thefe villages being daily given to private peo- 
ple by the king, the quantity is diminifhed by the quota 
fo alienated. The butter is all fold ; and, fince the fatal 
^battle of Benja, the king's fhare comes only to about 
<one thoufand jars. The officer that keeps the accounts, 
»rtd fees the rents' paid, is called Agow Miziker ; his 
•poll is worth one thoufand ounces of gold ; and by this 
It may be judged with what osconomy this revenue is 
collefted. 

Though Mr. Bruce had with him two large tents fuf- 

ficient for his people, he ifas advifed to take pofleiEon of 

the hoofes to fecrete their mules and horfes from thieves 
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iii^e rii^ht^' as alio from the aflanlts of wilid beafls, of 
which this coantry is fiiU. Almoft every fmall collec- 
tion of houfes has behind it a large cave> the Tubterra-' 
neous dwelling, dug in the rock, of a prodigious capa- 
city, and which muft have been a work of great labour. 
It is not ppiTible ^t this diftance of time, to fay whether 
thefe caverns weit the ancient habitation of the Agows 
when they were Troglodytes, or whether they were in- 
tended for retreats upon any alarm of an irruption of 
the Galla into their country. 

On the 9th of November, Mr, Bruce having finifhed 
his memorandum relating to thefe remarkable places, 
traced again on foot the whole courfe of this river fix>ni 
its fource to the plain of Goutto. He was unattended 
by any one, having with him only two hunting dogs, and 
his gun in his hand. The quantity of ^ame of aB Ibrts. 
efpecially the deer kind, was, indeed, furpriiiif^; but 
though he was, as ufual, a^ery fuccefsful {portfnian« lie 
was obliged, for want of help, to leave each deer wh^re 
he fell. They ileep in the wild oats, and do not rife till 
you are about to tread upon them, and then flare at you 
for half a minute before they attempt to run off. , 

Our travellers having now finifhed their bufinefs> no- 
thing remained but to depart. They had paffed their 
timie in perfeA harmony ; the addrefk of Woldo, and the 
great attachment of their friend Irepone, had kept their ^ 
jboufe in a chearfiil abundance. They had Hved, it is * 
true, too magnificently for philofophers, but neither idly 
«ior riotoufly ; and he believes, never will xny /o*vereign of 
Geefb be again fb popular, or reign over his fubjefls 
with greater mildnefs. Mr, Bruce had praftifed medicine 
gratis, and killed, for three days fucceffively, a cow each 
day for the poor and the neighbours. He had doa^ed 
the high pnefl of the Nile from head to foot, as alfb 
\^ two fbns, and decorated two of his daughters with 
beads of all the colours' of the rainbow, a^ing every 
other little prefent they feemed fond of, or that our tra- 
vellers thought would be agreeable. As for their ami- 
able Irepone, they had rclerved for her the <Jioicefl of 
their prefents, the mofl valuable of every article they 
had witli them, and a large proportion of ^vcry ooe 
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of them ; they alio gare her (bme gold ; bat fhe, more 
generous and noUer in her fentiments than they, feemed* 
to pay little attention to thefe that announced to her the 
reparation fiom her friends ; fhe tore her fine hair, which 
flie had every day before braided in a newer and more 
graceful manner ; fhe threw herfelf upon the ground in 
5ie houfe, and refufed to fee our travellers mount on 
horfeback, or take their leave, and came not to the door 
till they were already fet out, then followed them with 
her good wifhes and her eyes as &r as fhe could fee or 
be heard. 

Mr. Bruce took his leave of Kefla Abay, the venera- 
ble prieft of the moft famous river in the world, who 
recommended him with great eamefhiefs to the care of 
his god, which as one of our travellers humoroufly 
enoueh obferved, meant nothing lefs than he hoped the 
devirwould take him. All the young men in the vil- 
lage, with lances and fhields, attended them to Saint Mi- 
cl^el Sacala, that is, to the borders of their country^ 
andimd of Mr. Brace's little fovereignty. . 
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The SOURCE of the NILE. 



BOOK VIL 

lUturnfrom thi Source of the Nile to Gondar^^Mr^ Bruce 
prepares to Jeave Ah^nia, 

GN the loth of November, 1770, our travellers left 
Geefh on their return to Gondar, and pafled the 
Ab^ay, under the church of Saint Michael Sacala. The 
next day, they continued their journey in their former 
road, and in the afternoon they halted at the houfe of 
Shalaka Welled Amlac, with whom Mr. Bruce was well 
acquainted at Gondar ; his houfe is called Welled Abea 
Abbo, from a church of Abbo about an eighth part of a 
mile diftant. 

Here Mr. Bruce fettled with his former guide Woldo, 
to his perfedl fatisfadion, and cancelled entirely the me- 
mory of fome difagreeable things pafTed. He then con- 
iigned our traveller very folemnly to Ayto A)do's fer- 
i?ant, in prefence of Welled Amlac, and then took his 
leave. 

On the 1 2th of November, having fettled their account 
with their hofl, they fet out from the hoipitable houfe 
of Shalaka Welled Amlac. Their landlord accompa- 
nied them in perfon to the ford ; ar d by this, and his 
2 readinefs 



Digitized by CjOOQ IC 



BRUCE's TRAVELS. 30} 

Teftdltiefs to (hew them what he thought worthy of their 
curiofity, and by his csure in afcert^ning for them $hc 
didances and fituations of pkces^ he gave them a ceitain 
proof he was well contented^ and> therefore, that they had 
nothing to fear. 

They gained, with difnculty, the middle of the river, 
where the bottom was firm, and there they refted a little. 
Whilft they were wading near the other fide, they found 
foul ground, but the water was ihallow, and the banks 
low and eafy to afcend. The river fide, as far as they 
could fee, was bare^and deilitute of wood of any kind, 
only bordered with thiflles and high grafs, and tlie water 
tinged 'deep with red earth, of which its banks are com- 
pofed. This paflkge is called Delakus, and is paiTable 
from the end of O^ober to the middle of May. Imme- 
diately on the top of the hill afcending from the river is 
the fmall %own of Delakus, which gives this ford ita 
name ; it is more conftderable in appearance than is the 
generality of thefe fmall towns or villages in Abyflinia^ 
becaufe inhabited by Mahometans only, a tradings 
frugal, intelligent, and induftriou^ people. 

Their cotiduAor, Welled Amlac, put our travellers ia 
mind of the fervice he had rendered them, and they were 
not unmindful of him. He had been received with very 
great i-efpe^ at the laft place, and it is incredible with 
what expedition he fwallowed near a pound of raw flefh 
cut from the buttocks of the animal yet alive. After 
j(bme horns of hydromel, he pafTed to the other fide* 
where he was received with ftill more afFedion, if pofli- 
ble, by Welleta Michael ; and there he began again to 
eat the raw meat with an appetite as keen as if he had 
fafted for whole days ; he then configned our travellera 
to Ayto Welleu Michael, his friend, who fumifhei 
them with a fervant to condu^ them on their way, while 
he himfelf remained that night at the ford. 

They left the ford at five in the evening, and, purfuing 
their journey north, they pafiied the finall town of De- 
lakus, continuing along the hill among little fpots of 
bruih^ wood and unall fields of com intermixed. 

Maitfiia, the place our travellers were now preparing 
to leave, is governed by ninety-nine Shums, and is an 
appendage of the office of Betwuder, to whom it pays 

two 
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two dioufand oances of gold. The people arc origl- ' 
nally of thofe Galla weft of the Abay. Yafous the 
Greats when at war with that people, who, in many- 
preceding r^gns, had laid wafte the provinces of Gqjam 
and Damot, and efpecially Agow, when he paiTed the 
Al>ay> found thefe people at variance among themfelves ; 
and the king, who was every where vidtorious, being 
joined by the weakeft, advanced to Narea, and, on his 
return, tranfplanted the(e Galla into Maitfha, placing 
part of them along the Nile to guard the pafTes. His 
lucceflbrs at difierent times followed his example ; part 
they fettled in Maitiha, and part along the banks of the 
Nile in Damot and Gojam, where being converted to 
Chriflianity, at leaft to fuch Chriftianity as is profeffed 
in Abyflinia, they have increafed exceedingly, and 
amounted, at leaft before the war in- 1768, to 15,000 
men, of whom about 4000 are horfemen. 

Mr. ?rucc's fervants and baggage arrived at Gondar» 
while he himfelf went to Kofcam, and thus finiihed their 
long-projeded expedition, or journey, to the fountains 
of the Nile, having, in their return home^ made, as it 
were, the chord of the arch of their former journey, or 
about ninety-three miles. 

It was not till the 23d of November, owing to the 
troubles that then reigned in the capital of Abyflinia, that 
Mr. Bruce faw the Iteghe. She fent for him early in the 
morning, and had a large breakiaft prepared : ihe lodced 
▼ery much worn out and indifpofed. When he came 
firft into her prefence, he kneeled, ividi his forehead 
to the ground. She put on a very ferious countenance, 
and, without deiiring him to rife, faid gravely to her 
people about her, '* There, fee that madman, who in 
times like thefe, when we the natives t>f the country are 
nor fafe in our own houfes, rafhly, againil all advice, 
runs out into the fields to be hunted like a wild beaft b^ , 
every robber, of which this country is full." She then 
piade him a fign to rife, which he did, and kifled her 
hand. '^ Madam, faid he, if I did this, it was in 
confequence of the good lefS>ns your majefty deigned to 
give me."—" Me ! fays Ihe, with furpriie, was it I 
that advifed you, at fuch a time as this, to put yourfelf 
in the way of men like Coque Aboa Barea, axvd Wood- 
age 
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age Afahely to be iU-ded, robbed, and mobably inur« 
dcred?" — ** No, iaid Mr. Brace, Madam, you cer- 
tainly never did give me fuch advice ; but you mufl own 
that every day I have heard you fay, when you was 
threatenea by a multitude of powerful enemies, that you 
was not afraid, you was in God's hands, and not 
in theirs, ^ow. Madam, Providence has hitherto pro- 
tefbed yoo^f I have, in humble imiution of you, had 
^ke fame Chriftian confidence, and I have fucceeded ; 
I knew I was in God's hands, and therefore valued 
not the bad intentions of all die robbers in Abyf- 
fmia." 

Mr. Brace next proceeds to give the hiftory of tht 
AbyfCnians during his reiidence among them. This 
fubjed employs feveral fheets ; but, as they contain only 
a detail of horrid rebellions, battles, blood, and flaughter^ 
and fuch as the readers of this abridgement can be no ' 
ways interefted in, we (hall content ourfelves with ob- 
ierving, that Mr. Brace ieems to have (hewn great courage 
in feveral infhmces, and on that account was prefented 
by the kine with a large chain of gold, with very maiTy 
links, which he doubled twice, and then put it over Mr. 
Brace's neck. The chain confifted of 1 84 links, each 
of them weighing 31-12 pennyweights of fine gold, *« It 
was with the utmoft relu£tancce, (ays Mr. Brace, that, 
, being in want of every thing, I fold a great part of this 
honourable difHnAion at Sennaar in my return home. It 
is hoped my fucceflbrs will never have the fame excufe 
I had for further dimini(hing this honourable ihonnment 
which I have left them." 

After the troubles had ceaied, and Ras Michael, of 
whom we have before (poken, was fent away prifbner 
from Gondar, the queen returned to Kofcam, where 
Mr. Brace paiFed a great part of his time » but his health * 
declining every day, he had obtained, with great difficulty, 
liberty from her to attempt his return home. The king, ' 
too, after a Hundred exceptions and provifbs, had at 
length been brought to give an unwilling confent. 

Captain Thomas Price, of the Lion of Bombay, had 
been obliged, by this bufinefs with the government of 
Meccdj to continue at Jidda> till the feafon after Mr. 
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firuce went from thence to Abyffinia. He had already 
heard once from him, and now a fecond time. He in- 
formed Mr. Bruce, that his countiymen had been in the 
grcateft pain for him ; that feveral reports had been cur- 
rent, both at Jidda and Mocha, of his having been 
affaflinated ;. fometimes it was faid by the Nay be of 
Mafuah ; fometimes that it happended at Gondar ; hy 
others at Sennaar, at his return home. Captain Price 
wrote in this laft letter, that, thinking Mr. Bruce muft 
be diftreffed for want of money, he had Jeft orders with 
Ibrahim SerafF, the Englifh broker at Jidda, to advance 
him looo crowns, deiiring his draft to be fent to Ibra- 
him, diredled to him or his brother at Bombay, and to 
mak^ it payable to a gentleman of that name who lived in 
Smith field. 

Mr. Brace's refolution being now taken, and leave ob- 
tained, he confidcrs this as the proper place to refume the 
account of his finances. Mr. Bruce had occaiionally 
borrowed from a Greek, whofe name was P.etros. This 
man was orglnally a native of the ifland of Rhodes^ 
which he mufl have left early, for he was not at this 
time much pail thirty ; he had been by trade a fhoemaker. 
For what reafon he left his own country, Mr. Bruce, 
does not know, but he was of a very pleafing figure and 
addrcfs, though very timid. The Iteghc very much 
diftinguifhcd him, and the king had made him Aze^ 
leffa el Camifha, which anfwers precifely to groom of 
the ftole, or firft lord of the bed-chamber in England. 
Being pliant, civil, arid artful, and always well -drcfTed, 
he had gained the good graces of the whole court ; he 
Was alfo rich, as the king was generous, and his perqai- 
iites not inconiiderable. 

After one of the campaigns, in which a dwarf was /hot 
who was Handing before Ras Michael, and the palace fet 
on fire in the fray which fallowed, the crown, which was 
under Petros's charge, was melted ; the ffold, indeed, 
that it confifted of, was afterwards fbund, but there was 
faid to have been on the top of it a pearl, or jewel, 
of immenfe price and fize, larger than a pigeon's egg ; 
and this, whatever it was, had,difappeared, being in all 
probability coofumed by the fire« Ras Michael, oxi the 
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contrary, believed that it had been taken out by Petrols 
with a view to fell it, and for this reafon he had coii- 
ilantly refufed him liberty to leave Abyffinia, and had 
kept him always in fear, that feme day or other he would, 
flrip him of all that he had faved. While Michael was 
heiieging the mountain Haramat, Petros bcfeeched Mr. 
Bruce to take 30 /. of him, and give him his firft, 
fecond, and third bill of exchange upon Meffrs. Julian and 
Rofa, his correfpondents at Cairo, payable a month after 
fight, to the Maronite Biihop of Mount Sinai, after 
which he fet out for his own country, in forma pauperis^ 
a;id thereby efcaped the rapacity of both Ras Michael 
and the Nay be of Mafuah. As for the bill, it came 
duly to hand, and was paid to the biihop, who would 
very fain have received for each of the duplicates, and 
^as near being baflinadoed for infilling upon this before 
the Bey at Cairo. 

. Mr. Bruce had made a fhew, and, as he himfelf fays, 
with fome* degree of oftentation, of fending his gold 
chain to Cairo by the hands' of Metical Aga's fervanf, 
declaring always that it was the only piece of Abyfllniaii 
gold he fhould carry out of the country, which he 
was to leave, both in faft and appearance, a pauper* 
Mules are the only beafts for carriage commonly ufed 
in Abyflinia, though bulls and cows, of a particular 
kind, are bought for the purpofe by carriers, merchants, 
and fuch like, in that country, efpecially near the 
mines or quarries of fait ; they are very flow, however, 
ajid capable' of no great burden, though very eaiily 
maintained. Mr. Bruce had abundance of mules of hid 
own for carrying his inftruments and baggage ; and the 
king and Iteghe fumiftied him with others for his own 
riding. He had, beiides, two favourite horfes, which . 
he intended to attempt to carry home, foolifhly enough ; 
fQr though he thought in his own mind, that he was fuiii- 
-ciently informed of, and prepared for all forts of 
hardfhips, he had not forfeen the hundreth part of 
the difficulties and dangers that were then awaiting 
him. 

• Since the Iteghe had returned, Mr. Brttce always lived 
at Kofcam by her own deiire, as her health was very 
precatiotts £nce ber refidience in Gojam« This fuited 
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his intei^tion of withdnwving privately; and therefore/ 
'not to multiply the number of leave-takings, he had re- 
duced his whole attendance to the king and qoeen. 

Mr. Bruce's whole attention was now taken up in pre- 
parations for his return through the kingdom of Sennaar 
and the Defert. ' Mr. Bruce does not wifh to take i^ 
the reader's time with a long narrative of leave-taking, 
or what pailed between him and thofe illuftrious per- ' 
fanages, with whom he had lived ib long in the mod 
perfeft and cordial fiiendihip. Men of little, and en- 
vious minds, would perhaps think he was compofing a 
panegyric upon himfelf, from which, therefore, he fays^ 
he moft willingly refrains. 

Mr. Bruce then mentions what paffed at the laft in- 
terview he had with the Iteghe, two days before his de- 
parture. Tenfa Chriftos, who was one of the chief 
priefts of Gondar, was a native of Gojam, and confe- « 
quently of the low church, or a follower of Abba Eufta- 
thius, in other words, as great an enemy as pofiible to ' 
the Catholic, or as they w3l call it, the relinon of the 
Franks, He was, however, reputed a perfon of great • 
probity and ianftity of manners, and had been on all oc- . 
cafions rather civil and friendly to Mr. Bruce when they 
met, though evidently not delirous of any intimate con- 
nexions or friendfhip; and as Mr. Bruce, on his part, 
cxpeded little advantage from conneftinghimielf with a 
man of his principles, he^ery willingly kept at all poffi- ' 
ble diftance. 

This prieft came often to the Iteghe's and Ayto Aylo*s, 
with both of whom he was much in favour ; and here Mr. 
Bruce happened to meet him, when he was taking hi? 
leave in the evening. ** I beg of you, faid he, Yagoube, 
as a favour, to tell me, now you are immediately going 
away from this country, and you can anfwer me without 
fear. Are you really a Frank, Or are you not? — ** Sir, 
faid Mr. Bruce, I ao not know what you mean by fear ; 
I (hould as little decline anfwering you any queflion yoa 
have to aik had I ten years to ftay, as now 1 am to quit 
this country to-morrow : I came recommended, and was 
well received by the king and Ras Michael : I neither 
taught nor preached ; no man ever heard me fay a word ' 
about my particular mode of woxdfhip \ and as often as xnj ; 
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faty has called me, I have never failed to attend divine 
fenrice as it is eftablifhed in this country. What is the 
ground of fear that I fhoald have> while under the king's 
proteAimis andcuftomsof Abyffinia?'' — ** True, replied 
Tenfa Chriilos» I do not iky vou fhould be alarmed ; 
.whatever your faith is I would aefend you myfelf; the 
Iteghe kivows I always fpoke wdl of yon, but will you 
gratify an old man's curiofity, in telling me whether or 
not you really are a Frank, Catholic, or Jefuit f" 

*' I have too great a regard, replied Mr. Bruce, to the 
requeft of a man, (b truly good and virtuous as you, not 
|o have anfwered you the queftion at whatever time you 
tcottld have afked me ; and I do now declare to you, by 
the word of a Chriftian, that my countrymen and I are 
more diftant in matters of relieion, from theie you call 
Catholics, Jefuits, or Franks, than you and your Abyfli« 
nians are ; and that a pried of my religion,^ preadungin 
any country fubjed to thofe Franks, would as certainly 
be brought to the gallows as if he had committed murder» 
and juft as ipeedify as you would ftone a Catholic prieft 
preaching here in the midft of Gondar. Every man in 
cur country is aUowed to ferve God in his own way ; and 
as long as their teachers confine themfelves to what the 
Sacred Books have told them, they can teach no ill, and 
therefore deferve no puniihment. No religion, indeed^ 
teaches a man evil; but, when forgetting this, they preach 
againit government, curfe the kmg, subfblve his iubje£ls 
from allegiance, or incite diem to rebellion, as being law* 
ful, the word of the civil power cuts them off, wuhout 
^y bhune idling npon their religion, becaufethefe things 
were done in contradiflion to what their priefb, from the 
-Scripture, fhould have taught them were truly the tenets 
of duitvery relifi^ion." The Itegh^ now interpofed, and 
the fubjeA was dropped. 

Mr. Bruce then got up, and, pafling to the other 
Ude of the room, he flood by Tenfa Chriftos, faying to 
him, ** And now, holy father, I have one, laft favour 
to afk you, which is your fbrgivenefs, if I have at any 
time omendied you ; your blefling, now that I am imme« 
diateley to depart, if I have not ; and your prayers while 
on my long and dangerous- joamey« through countries of 
infidels ai» pagans." 
* A hum 
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A hum of apptaufe founded all throughout the rooiisP; 
The Itegh6 faid fomething, but what, Mr. Bruce did not 
hear. Tenfa Chriftoa was furprifed apparently at Mi*. 
Bruce's humility, which he had not ^expeded, and cried 
out with tears in his eyes, '' Is it poiTible, Yagodbe^ 
that you believe my prayers can do you any good ?"-^ 
•• I (hould not be a Chriftian, as I profefs to be> Father^ 
replied Mr. Bruce, if I had any doubt of the effcft of 
good men's prayers." So (aying, he (looped to kifs hi» 
hand, when he laid a fmall iron Crofs upon his he^d ; 
and, to our traveller's great furprife, itiftead (rf* a bene- 
di&ion, he repeated the Lo r d *s Prayer. M r. Bruce was 
afraid he would have kept him* Hooping till he fiiould 
add the ten commandments tikewffe, when he conduded-, 
«* Gzier y* Baracuc,'* May God blefs you. After 
which, Mr. Bruce made his obeifance to the Iteghe, and 
immediately withdrew, it not being the cudom, at pub- 
lic audiences, to falute any one in the prefence of the 
fovereign. 

' Twenty greafy monks, however, had placed themfelves 
in his way as he went out, that thiey might have the ere* 
dit of giving him the blelfing likewife after Tenfk 
Chriftos. As he had very little faith in the prayers of 
the(e drones, fo he had fome relu6tance to kifs their 
greafy hands and fleeves; however, in running this 
difagreeable gauntlet, he gave them his bleffing in 
Englifti, — " LoR. D fend you alia halter, as he did to Abba^ 
Salama," meaning the Acab Saat. But they, thinking 
he was recommending them to the patriarch Abba Ss^kma* 
pronounced, at random, with great f^eming devc^ion, 
their Amen, — So be it. 
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Jt/lr, Bruce ntums ly SemtaOr through Nuhia and the great 

defert — Artives at Alexandria^ and afterwardf at Mar^ 

. feiUej. ^ . . 

ON the 26th of December^ I77i> at one o^cIock in 
the afternoon, Mr. Bruce left Gondar. He had 
purpofed to fet out early in the morning, but was detain^* 
cd by the importanity of his friends. The king had de*. 
layed his fetting out, by feveral orders Tent hun in the 
evening each day; and he plainly faw there was fome 
meaning in this, and that he was wifhing to throw dif&- 
culties in the vrzy, till fome accident, or fudden emer- 
gency, n^ver wanting in that country, fliould make it ab* 
folutdy impof&ble for him to leave Abyflinia; When, 
therefore, the laft mefTage came to Kofcam on the 27th, at 
night, Mr. Bruce returned his refpe<fiful duty to his mar 
jefiy, put him in mind of his promife, and fbmewhat 
peevifhly, he believes, intreated him to leave him to his 
fortune ; that his (ervants were already gone, and he was 
Teiblved to fet out next morning. 

The next morning early, Mr. Bruce was furpriiedat 
the arrival. of a youpg nobleman, lately made one of his 
bed-chamber, with fifty light horfe. As he was fa- 
tisfied, that leaving Ahy£ima, without parade >is pri- 
vately 
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vately as pofliUe^ was the only way to pafs through Sen- 
luar ; he therefore iniiiled upon none of his friends ac- 
companying him, and he begged to decline this efcort. 
At one o'dock, Mr* Bruce (et out by the weft fide of 
Debral*zai, having the mountain on their right hand« 
From the top of that afcent, they faw the plain and flat 
country below, black, and, in its appearance, one thick 
wood, which fome authors have called lately, the Shu* 
meta, or Nubian foreft. 

All the difafters which Mr. Bruce had been threaten- 
ed with in the couHe of the journey, which he. had 
thus begun, now preiented themfelves to his mind, and 
made, for a moment, a ftrong impreilion upon his fpirits. 
But it was too late to draw back, the dye was caft, for 
life or for death ; home was before him, however diflant ; 
and if, through the protection of Providence, he fhould 
be fortunate enough to arrive there, he promifed himfelf 
both eafe and the smplaufe of his country, and of all un* 
|>rejttdiced men of fenfe and learning in Europe; for hav- 
ing, by his own private efibrts alone, compleated a dif- 
covery, which had, from early ages, defiea the addrefs^ 
induftry, and courage of all the world. 

Having rather hardened, than comforted his heart bf 
thefe reflections, he now advanced down the fteep fide of 
the mountain, through very ftrong and rugged ground, 
torn up by the torrents that faM on every fidemm above. . 
This IS called d^ Defcent of Moura ; and though both 
they and their beafts were in great health and fpirits, th^ 
xould not, with ^eir utmoft endeavours, advance much 
more than one mile an hour. Two Greeks, oneof whom 
t>iUy was his fervant, and a tlnrd, nearly blind, flying 
from poverty and want ; an old janiflary, who had come 
to Ab3rffinia with the Abuna, and Cofdit who left them 
at Sennaar; thefe, and fbme common men who took 
charge of the beafb, and were to go no further than 
Tcherkin, were his only companions in this long and 
•weary journey. 

On the 28th they entered a thick wood, winding 
round a hill, in a fouth-eaft diredion, to get into the 
plain below, where they were furrounded by^ a great 
multitude of men, armed with lances, (hields, flings, and 
large dubs or llkks^ who, rained a. fhower of ftcme$ to- 
wards 
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wards them ; but they were at fuch a diftance, that all of 
them' fell greatly fliort of them. Whether this was owing 
to fear, or not, they did not know; but fuppofmg that 
it was, they thought it their intereft to keep it up as much 
as pofllble* Mr. Bruce, therefore, ordered two fhots to 
be fired over their heads ; not with any intention to, hurt 
them, but to let them hear, by ihe balls whittling among 
the leaves of the trees, that their guns carried farther 
than any of their flings ; and that, diftant as they then 
were, they were not in fafety, if they had a difpofition 
to do harm. They feemed to underlland their meaning,-, 
by gliding through among the bulhes, and appearing at 
the top of a hill fertheroi?", where they continued hoop- 
ing, and crying, and malting figns, which our travellers 
. could not, neither did they endeavour to underfland. 

While refling on the banks of the river Mogetch, they 
.had been overtaken by two men, and two women, who 
were driving two loaded' affes, and were going to 
Tcherkin ; they had defired leave to keep company with 
•our travellers, for fear of danger on the road. Mr. Bruce 
had two Abyflinian fervants, but they were not yet come 
up, attending one of the baggage mules that was lame. 
They were obliged then to have recourfe to one of thefe 
flranger women, who underftood the language of Tigre, 
and undertook readily to carry their meflage to a 
ftrahger, who was Hill very bufy making figns from be- 
.hind a tree, without coming one ftep nearer. 

Mr. Bruce's meffage to them was, that if they fliewed 
the fmalleft appearance of further infolence, either by ap- 
proaching the tent, or flinging Hones that night, the 
next morning, when the horfe he expelled were come up, 
he would burn their town, and put every man of them 
to the fword. A very fubmifflve anfwer was fent back, 
with a heap of ties in excufe of what they called their 
miilake. His two fervants coming foon after, both of 
whom, hereafter, were to be in the fervice of Ay to Confti, 
went boldly one to each village, to bring two goats, fome 
jars of bouza, and to prepare fifty loaves of bread for 
next morning. The goats were difpatched inflantly, fb 
was the bouza ; but when the morning came, die people 
}uid all fled from their houfes, without preparing any 
bread. Thefe villages were calle<d Gimbaar. They were 
P three 
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three in number ; each fituated upon the top of a pointed 
hill, in a direftion from eaft to weft, and made a very 
beautiful appearance from the plain below. 

On the 29th, they left the" inholpitable villages of 
Gimbaar, not without entertaining fome apprehenlions 
of meeting the inhabitants again in the courfe of the day. 
But though they t6ok every precaution againft being fur- 
prifed, that prudence could didlate, their fears of the en- 
counter did not riie to any great height. Mr. Bruce got, 
indeed, on hoHeback, leaving his mule, and, putting 
on his coat of mail, leaving the fire-arms under the com- 
• mand of Hagi Ifmael, the old Turk, he rode always 
about a quarter of a mile before the baggage, that they 
might not come iuddenly upon them, as they had done 
the night before. However, they met with no oppofi- 
tion, btit proceeded on to Waalia; and at half paft four 
in the afternoon encamped in the market-place. 

Waalia is a coUeflion of «411ages, each placed upon the 
top of a hin, and inclofing, as in a circle, an extenfive 
flat piece of ground about three miles over, on which a 
very well-frequented market is kept. The name is given 
it from a fpecies of fmall pigeons, with yellow breafts 
and variegated backs, the fatteft and beft of all the pigeon 
kind. Waalia Kes due N. W. from Gondar. 

On the 30th, they fet out from Waalia, and proceeded 
along the Mai Lumi, or the River of Lemons. A pro- 
digious quantity of fruit loaded the branches of thefe 
trees even likely to break them ; and thefe were in all 
llages of ripenels. Multitudes of bloflbms covered the 
oppofite part of the tree, and fent forth the moft delicious 
odour poffible. They provided themfelves amply with 
this fruit. The natives make no ufe of it, but our tra- 
vellers found it a ^reat refreihment to them, both mixed 
with their water, and as fauce to their meat, of which 
they had notirno great variety iince their onions had 
failed them, and a fupply of them was no longer to be 
procured. 

They foon after reached the pafs of Dav-Dohfta, a 
very narrow defile, full of ftrtta of rocks, like fteps of 
ftairs; but fo high, that, witliout leaping, of being 
pilled up, no horfe or mule can afcend* Befides, the 
defcent, though Ihort, is very deep, and almoft choaked 
2 up 
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up by huge ftones, which the torrents, after wafhing 
the earth from about them, had rolled down from the 
mountain above. Both fides of the defile are covered 
thick with wood and bulhes, efpecially that deteftable 
thorn the kantufFa, fo juftly reprobated in Abyffinia. 
Having extricated themfelves fuccefsfully from this pafs, 
their fpirits were fo elated, that they began to think their ' 
journey now at an end, not refleifting how many palTes, 
full of real danger, were ftill before tliem. 

On the morning of the 2d of January, 1772, Mr. 
Bruce having drefled his hair, perfumed it according to 
the cttftom o( the country, and put on clean clothes, with 
no other arms but his knife, and a pair of piflols at his 
girdle, came out of the tent to mount his mule for 
Tcherkin. He now faw Confu's fervant, whofe name was 
Wellcta Yaf0us, pulling the Guinea-fowls and pigeons 
out of the pannier, where his fervants had put them, and 
(battering them upon the ground, faying to thofe who 
interrupted J^im, " Throw away this carrion; you fhall 
have a better breakfaft and dinner, to-day ;** and turning 
to Mr. Bruce, more than ordinarily pleafed at feeing him 
dreflfed, and that he continued to ufe the Abyffinian 
habit, he jumped upon his mule, and appeared in great 
fpirits. They all fet out at a brifker pace than ufual, by 
the affiftance of the two frelh mules. 

They pafiTed through the midft of feveral fmall villages ; 
and at laft Mr. Bruce pitched his tent in the market* 
place at Tcherkin, which feemed a beautiful lawn laid 
out for pleafure, fhaded with fine old trees, of an enor-. 
mous height and fize, and watered by a fmall but very 
limpid brook, running over beds of pebbles as white as 
fnow. 

The impatient Welleta Yafous would only give Mr. 
Bruce time to fee his quadrant and other inSruments 
fafely ftowed, and hurried him through a very narrow 
and crooked path up the fide of the mountain, at every 
turn of which was placed a great rock or ftonCj the 
ilation for mufquets to enfilade the different ftages of the 
road below, where it was ftrait for any diftance. They 
at laft reached the outer court, where Mr. Bruce faw a 
great many of his old acq "/^i stance, whom he had known 
P» at 
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at Ozoro Efther's houfe at Gondar, and who all wel- 
comed hini with the greateft demonftrations of joy, as if 
be had come from a long journey. 

Mfi Bruce was then taken to an inner apartment, 
where, to his great furprife, inftead of Ay to Confu, he 
faw his mother, Ozoro Efther, fitting on a couch, and 
at her feet the fecretary's daughter, the beautiful Tecla 
Mariam; and, foon after, the fecretary himfelf, and 
feveral others belonging to the court. After having 
made a profound obcifance, " Ozoro Efther, faid Mr. 
Bruce, I cannot fpeak for furprife. What is the mean- 
ing of your having left Gondar to come into this wilder- 
nets ? As for Tecla Mariam, I am not furprifed at feeing 
her; I know fhe, at any time, would rather die than leave 
you ; but that you have both come hither without Ayto 
Confu, and in fo ftiort a time, is what I cannot compre- 
hend.'* — ** There is nothing fo ftrange in this, replied 
Ozoro Efther, the troops of Begemder have taken away 
my hufl>and, Ras Michael, Goo knows where'; and, 
therefore, being now a fmgle woman, I am refblved to 
go to Jerufalem to pray for my huft)and, and to die 
there, and be buried in the Holy Sepulchre. You would 
not ftay with us, fo we are going with you. Is there 
any thing Turprifrng in all this ?" 

" But tell me, truly, faid Tecla Mariam, you that 
know every thing, while peeping and poring through 
thefe long glaffes, did not you learn by the ftars that we 
were to meet you here r" — '* Madam, anfwered Mr. 
Bruce, if there was one ftar in the firmament that had 
announced to me fuch agreeable news, I ihould have re- 
lapfed into the old idolatry of this country, and wor- 
Ihipped that ftar for the reft of my life.'* Breakfaft now 
came in ; the converfation took a very lively turn, and 
froia the fecretary our traveller learned that the matter 
ftood thus : " The kirg, reftoring the villages to the 
Iteghe, according to the.ftipulation of his laft treaty with 
Powuifen, thought that he miglit fo far infringe upon it, 
from gratitude to Ras Michael, as to give part of the 
number to Ozoro Efther; the Iteghe's daughter; and 
Ayto Confu, going to Tcherkin to hunt, he took his 
mother along with him to put her in poffeffion : for the 
It©|;lie's people were not lambs, nor did they pay much 

regard 
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regard to the orders of the king, nor to that of the Itegh€ 
their miftrefs." 

They now wanted only the prefence of Ay to Confu to 
make their happinefs complete ; he came about four, and 
with him Ayto Engedan, and a great company. There 
was nothing but rejoicing on all fides. Seven ladies, ref- 
lations and companions of Ozoro Efther, came with Ayto 
Confu ; and Mr. Bruce confeffes this to have been one of 
the happicft moments of his life. He quite forgot the 
difallrous journey he had before him, and all the dangers 
that awaited him. He began even to regret being fo far 
in h!^. way to leave Abyflinia for ever. 

Ayto Confu 's houfe at Tcherkin is built on the edge 
of a precipice, which takes its name from the mountain 
Amba Tcherkin. It is built all with cane very arti- 
fically, the outer wall being compofed of fafcines of 
canes, fo neatly joined together as not to be penetrated 
by rain or wind. The entr}'^ is from the fouth fide of it, 
very crooked and difficult, half way up the rock. On 
the eaft, is a very plentiful fpring, which furnifhes the 
houfe with excelL-nt water. Yet, after all, this houfe, 
though inacceiTibl'o is not defenfible> and affords very 
little fafety t6 its mafler ; for the Shangalla, with flax, or 
any thing combuflible, tied to the point of their arrows, 
would eafily fet it on fire if they once approach it ; and 
the Abyifinians with guns could as eafdy deftroy it, as, 
on fuch occafions, they wrap their balls in cotton wads. 
The infide of the ftate rooms were hong with long 
ilripes of carpeting, and the floors covered with the 
fame. 

About Tcherkin is great plenty of game of every 
fort, elephants, rhinocerofes, and a great number of 
buiSaloes, which differ nothing in form from the buf^ 
f aloes of Europe or of Egypt, but very much in temper 
and difpofition. They are fierce, raih, and fearlefs of 
danger ; and, contrary to the praftice of any other crea- 
ture not carnivorous, they attack the traveller and the 
hunter equally, and it requires addrefs to efcape from 
them. They feem to be, of all others, the creature 
the moll given to eafe and indulgence. They lie under 
the moil fhady trefes, near large pools of water, of which 
they make conilant ufe, and fleepi. foundly all the day 
P 3 long. 
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long. The flefli of the female is very good when fet^ 
but that of tlie male, hard, lean, and di^greeable. Their 
horns are ufed in various manners by the turners, in 
wliich craft the AbylTmians are very expert. 

Though they were all happy to their wiih in this en- 
chanted mountain, the ai^ive fpirit of Ayto Confu could 
nut rell ; he was come to hunt the elephant, and hunt 
hi/n he would. All thofe that underllood any thing of 
this exercife had alTembled from a great diilance to meet 
Ayto Confu at Tcheikin^ He and Engedan, from the 
moment they arrived, had been overlooking, from the 
precipice, their fervants training and managing %ieir 
horfcs in the market-place below. Great bunches of the 
iinefl canes had been brought from Kuara for javelins ; 
and the whole houfe was employed in fitting heads to 
thcnv in the mdil advantageous manner. Mr. Bruce, 
though he fays he fiiould have been yery well contented 
to have remained v.here he was, yet the preparations for 
fport of fo noble a kind roufcd his fpirits, and made him 
dcjlrcus to join in it. On the other hand, the ladies all 
declared, that they thought, by leaving them, they were 
devoting them t& death or fiavery, as they did not doubt, 
if the Sliangalla mafTed the hunting party, they would 
come forward to the "mountain and flay them all. But 
a fufficient garrifon was left, and they were well afTured 
that the Shangalla, being informed they were out, and 
armed, and knowing- their numbers, would take care to 
keep clofe in their thickets far out of their way. 
- On the 6th, an hour before day, after a hearty break- 
fafl, they mounted on horfeback, to the number of about 
thirty belonging tp Ayto Confu. But there was another 
body, both of horfe and foot, which made hunting 
-the elephant their particular bufmefs. Thefe n\en dwell 
conftantly in the woods, and know very little of the ufe 
of bread, living entirely upon the flelh of the beafts 
they kill, chiefly that of the elephant or rhinoceros. 
They are exceedingly thin, light, and agile, both on 
horfeback and foot ; are very fwarthy, though few of 
them black ; none of them woolly-headed, and all of 
them have European features. They are called Agageer, 
.a name of their profefiion, not of their nation, which 
comes from the WM:d Agao and figniiies to hougb or 
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ham-ftring with a (harp weapon. More properly it 
means> indeed, the cutting the tendon of the heel, and 
is a characleriftic of the manner in which they kill the 
eleph^t, which is fhortly as follows : — " Two men, ab- 
foli^ly naked, without any rag or covering at all about 
them, get on horfeback ; this precaution is from, fear of 
being laid hold of by thjs trees or bulhes, in making 
their efcape from a very watchful enemy. One of thcie 
riders fits upon the back of the horfe,- fometimes with a 
faddle, and fometimes without one, with only a fwitch 
or (hprt (lick in one hand, carefully rhanaging the 
bridb" with the other ; behind him fits his companion, 
who has no other arms but a broad- fvvord, fuch as is ufed 
by the Sclavonians, and which is br( u^ht from Trie fie. 
His left hand is employed grarping the fword by the 
handle, and about fourteen inches of t'lc blade is covered 
with whip-cord. This part he takes in his right hand, 
without any danger of being hurt bv it; and, though the 
edges of the lower part of the fword are as fharp as a 
razor, he carries it without a fcabbard. 

** As foon as the elephant is found feeding, the horfe- 
man rides before him as near his face as poilible ; or, if 
he flies, croffes him in all direflions, crying out, " I am 
fuch a man, and fuch a man ; this is my horfe, that 
has fuch a name ; I killed your father in fuch a place, 
and your grandfather in fuch another place, and I am 
now come to kill you ; you are but an afs in comparifon 
of them." This nonfenie he verily believes the elephant 
underftands, who, chafed and angry at hearing the noife 
immediately before him, feeks to feize him with his trunk, 
or probofcis ; and, intent upon this, follows the horfe 
everywhere, turning round with him frequently, negle^- 
fbl of making his efcape by running ft might forward, 
in which confifts his only fafety. After having jnade 
him turn once or twice in purfuit of the horfe, the horfe- 
nian rides clofe up along-fide of him, and drops his 
companion juft behind on the off fide ; and while he en- 
gages the elephant's attention upon the horfe, the footman 
behind gives him a drawn ftroke jull above the heel, 
or what in man is called the tendon Achilles. This 
is the critical moment ; the horfeman immediately wheels 
round, and takes his companion up behind him, and 
P 4 rides 
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rides off full fpeed after the reft of the herd, if they 
have ftarted more than one ; and fometimes an expert* 
Agageer will kill three out of one Kerd. If the f\vord 
is good, and the man not afraid, the tendon is com- 
monly entirely feparated ; and if it is not cut through. 
It is generally fo far divided, that the animal, with 
the ftrefs he puts upon it, breaks the remaining part 
afunder. In either cafe, he remains incapable of ad- 
vancing a ftep, till the horfeman returning, or his com- 
''panions coming up, pierce him through with javelins and 
lances ; he then falls to the grounJ^ and expires with . 
the lofs of blood. 

** The Agageer neareft Mr. Bruce prefently lametd his 
elephant, and left him ftanding. Ayto Engedan, Ay to 
Confu, Guebra Mariam, and feveral others, fixed their 
fpears in the other, before the Agageer had cut his ten- 
dons. Mr. Brilce'^s Agageer, however, having wounded 
the firft elephant, failed in the puifuit of the fecond ; 
and, being clofe upon him at entering the wood, he re- 
ceived a violent blow from a branch of a tree which the 
elephant had bent by his weight, and, after paffing, 
allowed it to replace itfelf, when it knocked down both 
the riders, and very much hurt the horfe^ This, in- 
deed, is the great danger in elephant-hunting ; for (bme 
of the trees, that are dry and fliort, break, by the violent 
prefTure of fo immenfe a body moving fo rapidly, and fall 
upon the purfuers, or acrofs the roads. But the greateft 
number of thefe trees, being of a fucculent quality, they 
bend withoutbreaking, and return quickly to their former 
pofition, when they ftrike both horfe and man fo vio- 
lently, that they often beat them to pieces, and fcatter 
them upon the plain. Dextrous, too, as the riders are, 
the elephant fometimes reaches them with his trunk, . 
with which he dailies the horfe againft the ground, 
and then fets his feet upon him, till he tears him limb 
from limb with his probofcis : a jgreat many hunters die 
this way. Befides this, the foil, at this time of the year, 
is fplit into deep chafms, or cavities, by the heat of tlie 
fun, fo that nothing can be more dangerous than the 
riding. - 

As foon as the elephant is ilain, they cut the whole 
fieih off . his bones into tliongs, like the x^ins of a 
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Bridle, and. hang thefe, like fefloons, upon the branches 
of trees, till they became perfedlly dry, without fait, 
and they then lay them by for their provifion in the feafoa 
of the rains." 

There now remained but. two elephants of thofe that 
had been difcovered, which were a (he one with a calfl 
The Agageer would willingly have let thefe alone, as the 
teeth of the female are very fin^ll, and the young one is 
of no fort of value, even for food, its flcfh Ihrinking 
much upon drying. But the hunters would not be limited 
in their fport. The people having obferved the place 
of her retreat, thither they eagerly followed. She was 
very foon found, and as foon lamed by the Agageers ; but 
when they came to wound her v/ith the darts, as every 
one did in their turn, to their very great furprife, the. 
young one which had been fufrercd to efcape unheeded 
and unpurfued, came out from the thicket apparently in 
great anger, running upon the hoj C?s and men with all the 
vioknce it was mailer of. Mr. Bruce was amazed, and 
as much ns ever he was, upon fuchan occafion, affliflcd, 
at feeing the great affection of the little animal defending 
its wounded mother, heedlcfs of its own life or fafety- 
He, therefore, cried to them for God's fake to Iparcthe- 
mother, tliough it was tlien too late ; and the calf had 
made feveral rude attacks upon Mr. Bruce, which he 
avoided without difficulty ; but he fays he is happy to this 
day, in the'reflcftion that he did notflrike it. At laft,> 
making one of its attacks upon Ayto Eng^dan, it hurt • 
him a little on the 1 -g ; upon which he thrufl it through 
with his lance, as others did after, arid it then fell dead 
before its wounded motlier, whom it had fo affedionately 
defended. 

*' Here, Mr. Bruce fays, is an example of a beafl, a 

oung one too, poffeffing abilrafted fentiments to a very 
igh degree. By its flight on the firft appearance of 
the hunters, it is plain it apprehended danger to itfelf ; it 
alfo reflected upon that of its mother, v/hich was the 
caufe of its return to her afliHance. This affection or 
duty, or let us call it any thing we pleafe, except in{lin6l^ 
was ftronger than the fear of danger ; and it muil hav^ 
conquered that fear by reflefcion before it returned, when 
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it refolved to make its beft and laft efforts ; for it never 
attempted to fly afterwards." 

Mr. Bruce and his party then fought about for the buf- 
faloes and rhinocerofes ; but though there was plenty of 
both in the neighbourhood, they could not find them ; 
their noife and fhooting in the morning having probably 
feared them away. One rhinoceros was only feen by a 
fervant. They returned in the evening to a gr^at fire, 
and lay all night under the Ihade of trees. 

The next morning they were on horfeback by the 
dawn of day in fearch of the rhinocerofes, many of which 
they had hearS make a very deep groan and cry as the 
morning approached ; feveral of the Agageers then joined 
them ; and, after they had fearched about an hour in the 
very thickeft part of the wood, one of them rufhed out 
with great violence, croffing the plain towards a wood of 
eanes that was about two miles diflance. But though he 
ran, or rather trotted, with furprifing fpeed, confidering 
his bulk, he 'was, in a very little time, transfixed with 
thirty or forty javelins; which fo confounded him, that 
Jie left his purpofe of going to the wood, and ran into a 
deep hole, ditch, ov r^ivm^, ti cid de fac, without outlet, 
breaking above a dozen of the javelins as he entered. 
H^ they thought he was caught as in a trap, for he had 
fcarce room to turn ; when a fervant, who had a. gun. 
Handing direftly over him, fired at his head, and the ani- 
mal fell immediately, to all appearance dead. All thofe 
on foot now jumped in with their knives to cut him up, 
and they had fcarce begun, when the animal recovered fb 
far as to rife upon his knees ; happy then was the man that 
efcaped firft; and had not one of the Agageers, who was 
himfelf engaged in the ravine, cut the ii new of the hind- 
leg as he was retreating, there would have been a very 
forrowful account of the foot-hunters that day. 

After having difpatched him, Mr. Bruce was curious 
to fee \yhat wound the fhot had given, which had operated 
fo violently upon fo huge an animal ; and he doubted not 
it was in the brain. But it had ftruck him no where but 
upon the point of the foremoft horn, of which it had car- 
ried ofF'.bove an inch ; and this occaiioncd a concuITion 
that had flu.ined him for a minute, till the bjeeding had 
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recovered him. Mr. Bruce preferved the horn from cu- 
riofity, and has it now by him. 

They had not gone far before a wild boar arofe between 
Mr. Bruce and Ayto Engedan, which our traVfeller im- 
mediately killed with his javelin. This was the fport 
Mr. Bruce had been many years ufed to in Barbary, and 
was infinitely more dextrous at it than any of the prefent 
company ; this put him more upon a par with his com- 
panions> who had not failed to laugh at him, upon his 
horfe's refufal to carry him near either to the elephant 
or rhinoceros. 

Ammonios was a man of approved courage and con- 
dud, and had been in all the wars of Ras Michael, and 
was placed about Ayto Cojifu, to lead the troops, curb 
the prefumptic^, and check the impetuofity of that youth- 
ful warrior. He was till, and aukwardly made ; j&ow in 
fpeech and motion, fo much as even to excite ridicule ; 
about, fixty years of age, and more corpulent than the 
Abyfliniahs generally are ; in a word, as pedantic and 

frave in his manner as it is pofTible to cxpreLs. He (pent 
is whole leifure time in reading the Scripture, nor did 
he willingly difcourfe of any thing clfe. He had been 
bred a foot foldier; and, though he rode as well as many 
of the Abyffisians, yet, having long ftirrup-leathers, 
with iron rings at the end of tlifem, into which he put 
his naked toe only, inftead offtirrups, he had no flrength 
or agility on horfeback, nor was his bridle fuch as could 
command his horfe to flop, or wind and turn (harply 
among trees, though he might make a tolerable figure on 
a plain. 

A boar, roufed on our right, had wounded a horfe 
and a footman of Ayto Confu, and then efcaped. Two 
buffaloes were found by thofe on the right, one of which 
wounded a horfe likewife. Ayto Confu, Engedan, Fuer 
bra Mariam, and Mr. Bruce killed the other with equal 
(hare of merit, without being in any fort of danger. All 
this was in little more than an hour when their fport 
feemed to be at the befl ; their horfes were con/iderably 
blown, not tired ; and though they were beating home- 
wards, flill they were looking very keenly for more game. 
Ammonios was on the left among the buihes, and fome 
large> beautiful, tall fpreading-trees, clofc on the banks 
P6 of 
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of the riiser Bedowi, which Hands there in pools. 
Whether the buffalo found Ammonios, or Ammonios the 
buffalo, is what they could never get hxm to explain tx) 
them ; but he had wounded the beaft flightly in the but- 
tock, which, in return, had gored his horfe, and thrown 
both Kim and it to the ground. Luckily, however, his 
cloak had feUen off, which the buffalo tore in pieces, 
and employed himfelf for a minute with that and with 
the horfe, but then left them, and followed the man as fooR 
as he faw him rife and run. Ammonios got behind one 
large tree, and from that to another ftill larger. The . 
buffalo turned very aukwardly, but kept clofe in purfuit ; 
and there was no doubt he would have worn out their . 
companion, who was not ufed to fuch quick motion, 
Ayto Engedan, who was near him, and might have 
affiffed him, was laughing, ready to die at the droll figure 
a man of Ammonios*s grave carriage made, running and 
ikipping about naked, with a fwiftnefs he had never prac- 
tifed all his life before ; and Engedan continued calling 
to Confu to partake of the diverfion. 

The moment Mr. Bruce heard his repeated cries, he 

galloped out of the buffies to the place where he was, 

and could not help laughing at his ridiculous iigure, 

very attentive to the bead's motions, which feemed to 

dodge with great addrefs, and keep to his adverfary with 

the utmoff obffinacy. As foon as Engedan faw Mr. 

Bruce, he cried, " Yagoube 1 for the love, of C h r ist ! for 

the love of the bleffcd Virgin ! don't interfere till Confli 

comes .up." Confu immediately arrived, and laughed 

more than Engedan, t)Vit did not offer to interfere ; on 

the contrary, he clapped his hands, and cried, " Well 

done, Ammonios," fwearing he never faw fo equal a 

matcli in his life. The unfortunate Ammonios Jiad been 

driven from tree to tree, till he had got behind one witk- 

in a few yrirds of the water ;^ but the brufh-wood upon 

the banks, and his attention to the buffalo, hindered him 

from feeing how fa^Jt was below him. Nothing could 

be more ridiculous than to fee him holding the tree with 

both his hands, peeping iirft one way, and then apother, 

to fee by which the bead would turn. . And well he 

might be on his guard ; for the animal was abfolutely 

mad, toffing up the ground witli his feet both before and 

/ behind. 
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behind. *' Sir, faid Mr. Bruce, to Ayto Confii, this 
will be but an ugly joke to night, if we bring home that 
man's corpfe, killed in the very midft of us, while we 
were looking on.'* Saying, this, he parted at a canter 
behind the trees, crying to Ammonios to throw himfelf , 
into the water, when he £ould Arike the beaft ; and feeing 
the buiFaloe's head turned from Mr. Bruce, at full {peed, 
he ran the fpear into the lower part of his belly, throug h 
his whole inteftines, till it came out above a' foot on the 
other fide, and there he left it with a view to hinder die 
buffalo fix>m turning. It was a fpear which, though 
fmall in the head, had a flrong, tough, feafoned ihaft, 
which did not break by ftriking it againft the trees and 
buQies ; and it pained and impeded the animal's motions, 
till Ammonios quitting the tree, dalhed through the 
bafties with fome difficulty, and threw himfelf into the 
river. But here sc danger occurred that Mr. Bruce had 
not forefeen. The pool was very deep, and Amraonioa 
could not fwim ; fo that though he efcaped from the 
buffalo, he would infallibly have been drowned, had he 
not caught hold, of fome flrong roots of a tree fhooting 
out of the bank ; and there he lay in perfeft fafety from 
the enemy till the fervants went round, and brought him 
out of the pool on the further fide. 

In the mean time, the buffalo, mortally wounded, fee- 
ing his enemy had efcaped, kept his eyes intent upon the 
hunters, who were about forty yards from him, walking 
backwards towards the company, with intent to turn 
fuddenly upon the neareft horfe ; when Ayto Confu or- 
dered two men with guns to fhootnim through the head, 
and he inftantly fell. The two they firfl killed were fe- 
males; this lafl was a bull, and one of the largeft, conr 
feffedly, that had ever been feen. Though not fat, Mr. 
Bruce fuppofes he weighed nearer fifty than forty fione. 
His horns from the root, following the line of their 
Curve, were about fifty-two inches, and nearly nine where 
thickefl in the circumference. They were fiat not 
round. Ayto Confu ordered the head to be cut ofl^, and 
cleared of its flefh, fo that the horns and Ikeleton of the 
head only remained ; this he hung up in his great hall 
among the probofces of elephants^ and horns of rhino- 
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cerofes,' with this infcription in his own language, «' 2«- 
goube the Kipt killed this upon the BedovjtJ*^ 

The evening of the day on which they fet out to hunt, 
fome men arrived from Ras el Feel fent by Yafine, with 
camels for their baggage, nothing but mules being ufed 
at Tcherkin. They brought word, that the Shangalla 
were down near the Tacazze, fo that now was the time 
to pafs without fear; that Abd el Jeleel, the former 
SJ^i'm of Ras el Feel, Yafme's mortal enemy, had been 
feen lurking in the country.near Sancaho ; but as he had 
only four men, and was himfelf a known coward, it was 
not probable he would attempt any thing againft our 
travellers, though it would be always better for them to 
keep on their guard. 

Tcherkin has a market on Saturdays, in which raw 
cotton, cattle, honey, and coarfe cotton cloths are fold. 
The Shangalla formerly molefted Tcherkin greatly, but. 
for thirty years paft they had done little damage. The 
fmall-pox raged fo violently for a number of years anrK>ng 
them, that it greatly diminifhed their numbers, and con- 
fequently their power of troubling their neighbours. 

On Wednefday the eighth of January, Mr. Bruce, 
having reftified his quadrant with great attention, found 
the latitude of Tcherkin, to be 13° 7' 35" north. But 
though from that time he was ready to depart, he could 
not poffibly get difengaged from his friends, but by a 
compofition, which was, that he (hould flay till the 15 th, 
the day before Ozoro Efther and her company were to 
fet out on their retain to Gondar ; and that they, on 
their part, ihould fuffer Mr. Bruce to depart on that 
day, without further perfuafion, or throwing any obfta- 
cle whatever in his way. 

On the morning of the 15th of January, they left 
Tcherkin, and'entered immediately into thick woods; 
but proceeded very (lowly, the road being bad and un- 
known, if it could be called a roa4, and their camels 
overloaded. 

On the 17th on the morning, they came to Sancaho, 
an old frontier territory of Abyffinia. The town may 
con lift of about 300 huts or houfes, neatly built of 
canes, and curioufly thatched with leaves of the fame. 
It rifes in the midft of a plain, and refembles in fhape 
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Tcherkin Amba, though much larger; a confiderable 
diftrift all around belongs to it, of wilds and woods, if 
fuch as thefe, abandoned entirely to wild beafts, can be 
faid to belong to any man. The eaft end flop^s with 
rather a ftecp defcent into the plain ; and through that is 
a narrow winding roai^feemingly the work of art, being 
obibuded at turns by huge ilones> and at different ilages, 
for the purpofe of defence by guns or arrows ; all the 
other lides of tlie rock are perpendicular precipices. 
The inhabitants of the town are Baafa, a race of Shan- 
galla, converted to the Mahometan religion. 

On the 20th, our travellers proceeded but a mile and 
a half; their beafts and themfelves being equally fatigued, 
and their cloaths torn all to rags, when they arrived at 
Guanjock, which is a very delightful (pot bv the river 
lide ; fmall woods of very high trees, interfperfed with 
very beautiful lawns ; feveral fields alfb cultivated with 
cotton ; variety of game, efpecially Guinea fowls, in 
great abundance, and, upon every tree, parroquets, 
of all the different kinds and colours, xompofe the 
beauties of Guanjock. Mr. Bruce faw no parrots, and 
fuppofes . there were none ; but on firing a gun, the 
firft probably ever heard in thofe woods, tliere was fuch 
a fcreaming of other birds- on all fides, fome flying to 
the place whence .the npife came, and fome flying from 
it, that it was impoffible to hear diltindly any other 
found. 

They continued the journey from thence, and at a 
quarter after one came to Mariam-Ohha, and at half 
. paft three arrived at Hor-Cacamoot. Hor, in that 
country, fignifies the dry deep bed of a torrent, which 
has ceafed to run ; at^d Cacamoot, the ihade of death ; 
fo that Yaiine's village, where they now took up their 
quarters, is called the Valley of the Shadow of Death. 
A bad omen for weak and wandering travellers as. they 
were, furroundedby a multitude of dangers; and fo far 
from home, that there feemed to be but one that could 
bring them thither. They trufled in Him, and He did 
deliver them. 

Hor-Cacamoot is fituated in a plain in the midft of a 
wood, fo much only of which has been cleared away as 
to make room for the miferable huts of which it confifts, 
and for the fmall fpots of ground on which they fuw rpa- 
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fhilia> or maize, to fumilh tHem with bread. Their 
other food confiils entirely of the flefh of the elephant 
and rhinoceros, and chiefly of the former ; jfor the trou- 
ble of hunting the elephant is not greater than chafing 
the rhinoceros, and the difference of gain is much fupe- 
rior. The elephant has a greater quantity of better 
flelh, while his large teeth are very valuable, and aflbrd 
a ready price every where. The inhabitants being little 
acquainted with the ufe of fire-arms, the fmaller game, 
of the deer kind, are not much molelled, unlefs by the 
wild Shangalla, who make ufe of bows and arrows, fo that 
thefe animals are increafed beyond imagination. 

Ras el Feel confified once of thirty-nine villages. AlF 
the Arabs of Atbara reforted to them with butter, ho- 
ney, hories, gold, and many other commodities.; and 
the Shekh of Atbara, living upon the frontier of Sen- 
naar, entertained a conftant good correfpondence with 
the Shekh of Ras el Feel, to whom he fent yearly a 
Dongola horfe, two razors, and two dogs. The Shekh 
of Ras el Feel, in return, gave him a mule and a female 
flifve ; and the effeft of this intercourfe was to keep all 
the intermediate Arabs in their duty. But fince the ex- 
pedition of Yafous II. againft Sentiaar, no peace has 
ever fubfiiled between the two ftates ; on the contrary, 
all the Arabs that affilled the king, and were defeated 
with him* pay tribute no longer to Sennaar, but live on 
the frontiers of Abyflinia, and are protected there. 

On the 17th of March, they fet out from Hor-Caca- 
moot on their journey to Teawa, the capital of the pro- 
vince of Atbara. 

On the 1 8th, at half after fix in the morning, they^ 
Continued their journey through thick, and almoft im- 
penetrable woods full of thorns ; and in two hours came 
to the bed of a torrent, though in appearance dry, upon 
digging with their' hands in the loofe fand, they found 
great plenty of frefh water exceedingly well tafted, being^ 
fheltered by projeeling rocks from the aftion of die fum 
This is called Surf el Shekh. Here they filled their 

firbas, for there is ver)' little good water to be found 
etween this and Teawa. A girba is an ox's fkin 
fq oared, and the edges fewed together very artificial! jr 
by^ a double feam^ which does not let out water, much 
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refcmbling that upon the teft Englifh cricket-balls. An 
opening is left in the top of the girba, in the fame man- 
ner as the bung-hole of a cafk. Around this the flcin* 
is gathered to the fize of a large handful, which, when the 
girba is full of water, is tied round with whip-cord. 
Thefe girbas generally contain about fixty gallons each, 
and two of them are the load of a camel. They are 
then alUbefmeared on the outfide withgreafe, as well to 
hinder the water from oozing through, as to prevent its 
being evaporated by the aftionof the fun upon the girba, 
which, in faft, happened to them twice, ib as to put tliem 
in imminent danger of perifhing with thirft. 

Yaline had provided a camel and two girbas, as well 
as every other provifion neceflary for them, till they 
fiiould arrive at Teawa. Surf*el Shekh is the boundary 
of Ras el Feel. Here Mr. Bruce took an afFedlionate 
leave of his friend Yaiine, who, with all his attendants, 
fhewed, at parting, that love and attachment they had 
conHantly preferved to Mr. Bruce iince their firft ac- 
quaintance. 

On the 20th, our travellers arrived at Imferrha, and 
from thence were two hours in going to Rafhid, for 
they were flying for their lives ; the Simoofn, or hot- 
wind, having ftruck them not long after they had fet 
out from Imferrha ; and their little company, all but 
Mr. Bruce, fell fick with the quantity of poifonous va- 
pour that they had imbibed. Our traveller fuppofes, 
that from Rafhid to Imferrha it is about five miles ; and 
though it is one of the moft dangerous halting places 
between Ras el Feel and Sennaar, yet they were fo 
enervated, their ftomachs fo weak, and their head-achs 
fo violent, that they could not pitch their tent, but each 
wrapping himfelf in his cloak, refigncd himfelf immedi- 
ately to fleep, under the cool Ihade of the large trees, 
invited by the pleafant breeze from the north, which 
feemed to be merely local, confined to tliis fmall grove, 
created probably by the vicinity of the water, and the 
agitation they had occalioned in it. 

In this helplefs flate to which they were reduced, Mr. 
Bruce alone continued not weakened by the Simoom, nor 
overcome by fleep. A Ganjar Arab, who drove an 
afs laden with fait, took this opportunity of Healing 
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one of the mules, together with a lance and ftiield be- 
longing to one of Mr. Brace's fervahts. The country 
was fo woody, and he bad fo much the advantage of 
them in point of time, and they were in fo-weak and 
difcouraged a ftate, that it was thought in vain to pur- 
fue him one ftep. So he gut off with his booty, unlefs 
he was intccepted by feme of thofe wild beafts,^ which 
he would find every where in hi. way, whether he re- 
turned to Has el Feel, or the frontiers of Kuara, his 
CAvn countryl 

Having refreflied themfelves vvith a little fleep, the 
next thing was to fill tlieir girbas, or fkins, with water. 
But before they attempted this, Mr. Bruce thought to 
try an experiment of mixing about twenty drops of 
fpirit of riitr? in a horn of water about the fize of an 
ordinary tumbler. This he found greatly refreflied 
him, though his head-ach ftill continued. It had a 
much b^ntcr eiFefl upon his fervants, to whom he gave 
it ; for they all feemed immediately recovered, and their 
fpirits much more fo, from the refieftion that they had 
with them a remedy they could truft to^ if theyihould 
again be fo unfortunate as to meet thii poifonous wind 
or vapour. 

On the 23d, which was the feventh day fince they had 
left Ras el Feel, they arrived at Teawa, the principal 
village and refidence of the Shekh of Atbara, between 
three and four miles from the ruins of Garigana. The 
whole diftance, then, from Hor-Cacamoot, may b9 
about fixty-five miles to "I'eawa, as near as Mr. Bruce 
then could compute. * 

The ftrength of Teawa was about 25 horfe, of which 
about ten were armed with coats of mail. They had 
about a dozen of .firelocks, very contemptible from the 
order in which they were kept, and ftiU more fo from 
the hands that bore them. The reft of the inhabitants 
might amount to twelve hundred men, naked, miferable, 
and defpicable Arabs, like the reft of thofe that live in 
villages, who are much inferior in courage to the Arabs 
that dwell in tents : weak as its ftate was, it was the 
feat of government, and as fuch a certain degree of re- 
verence attended it. Such was the ftate of Teawa. Its 
confequence was only to remain till the Daveina fiiould 
- • refolve 
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rcfolve to attack it, when its corn fields being burnt and 
deftroyed in a night by a mnltitude of horfemen, the 
bones of its inhabitants fcattered upon the earth would 
be all its remains. 

We may judge of the dangerous ifituation of Mr. 
Bruce at Tcawa from what pafTed between him and 
Fidele, tlie Shekh, v/Yo was a man of a mofl infamous 
charader. Mr. Bruce being fent for by the Shekh, he 
found him fitting in a fpacious room, in an alcove, on a 
large broad fofa like a bed, with India curtains gathered 
on each fide into feftoons. He called to a black boy 
who attended him, in a very furly tone, to bring him a 
pipe ; and, in much the fame voice, faid to Mr. Bruce, 
" What ! alofne ?" Our traveller replied, " Yes ; what 
are your commands with me ?" Mr. Bruce faw he either 
was, or afFedled to be, drunk, and which ever was the 
cafe, he knew it would lead to mifchief ; he therefore 
repented heartily of having come into the houfe alone. 

After he had taken two whifFs of his pipe, and the 
flave had left the room, ** Are you prepared ? faid he : 
Have you brought the needful along with you ?" Mr. 
Bruce wifhed to have occafion to join Soliman, his fer- 
vant, and anfwered, '* My fervants are at the outer door, 
and have the vomit you wanted." ** D — n you and the 
vomit too, faid he, with great paffion, I want money, 
and not poifon. Where are your piaftres ?'" ** I am a 
bad perfon, replied Mr. Bruce, to furnifti you with either. 
I have neither money nor poifon ; but I advife you to 
drink a little warm water to clear your ftomach, cool 
your head, and then lie down and compofe yourfelf ; I 
.will fee you to-morrow morning." Mr. Bruce was go- 
ing out. *' Haikim, faid he, infidel, or devil, or what- 
ever is your name, hearken to what I fay. Confider 
tvhere you are ; this is the room, where Mek Baady, a king, 
was (lain by the hand of my father : look at his blood, 
where it has ftained the floor, which never could be wafhed 
out. I am informed you have 20,000 piaftres in gold 
with you ; cither give me 2000 before you go put of this 
chamber, or you fhall die ; I will put you to ^eath with 
my own hand. " Upon this he took up his fword, that 
was lying at the head of his fofa, and, drawing it with 
a bravado, tlirew the fcabbard into the middle of the 
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room ; and, tucking the fleeve cf his fhirt above his el- 
bow like a butcher, faid, " I wait your anfwer.'* 

Mr. Bruce now flept one pace backwards, and held 
the little blunderbufy in his hand, without taking it ofF 
the belt. He fald, in a firm tone of voice, " This is my 
answer : I am not a man, as 1 have told you before, to 
die like a beail by the hand of a drunkard. On your life, 
I charge you, ftir not from your fofa." He had no need 
to give this injundion; he heard the noife which the 
cloxTnig the joint in the flock of the blunderbufs made, and 
thought he had cocked it, and was inftantly to fire. He 
let his fword drop, and threw himfelf on his back on the 
fofa, crying, ** For God's fake, Haikim, I was but jell- 
ing." At the fame time, with all his might, he cried, 
'* Brahim ! Mahomet ! El coom 1 El coom 1" — " If one of 
your fervants approach me, faid Mr. Bruce, that inllant 
I will blow you to pieces : not one of them fhall enter 
this room till they bring in my fervants with them ; I 
have a number of them armed at your gate, who will 
break in the inflant they hear me fire " 

The women had come to the door, and Mr. Broce*s 
iervants were admitted* each having a blunderbufs in 
his hand, and piftols at his girdle. They were now 
greatly an overmatch for Shekh, who fat far back on. 
the fofa, and pretended that all he had done was in joke, 
in which his fervants joined, and a very confufed, de- 
fultory difcourfe followed, tiH the Turk, SherrifFe If- 
mael, happened to obferve the Shekh*s fcabbard of his 
fword thrown upon the floor, on which he fell into a 
violent fit of laughter. He endeavoured to make the 
Shekh underfland, that drunkards and cowards had more 
need of the fcfabbard than the fword ; that he, Fidde, 
and the other drunkard that came to their houfe two or 
three nights before, who faid he was Shekh of Jehaina 
were juft poiTefTed of the fame portion of courage and 
infolence. 

As no good could be expeded from this expoftulation, 
Mr. Bruce ilopt it, and took his leave, defiring the 
^ Shekh to go to-bed and ccmpofe himfelf, and not try 
any more of thefe experimerts, which would certainly 
end in his fhame, if not in his punifliment. He made 
no anfwer, only wiflied them good night, 
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Mr. Bruce and his fervants went to the door, through 
the feveral apartments, very much upon their guard, for 
there was no perfon to light them out, and they were 
afraid of fome treachery or ambufh in the antichamber 
and dark pafTages ; but they met nobody ; and were, 
even at the outer gate, obliged to open the door them- 
felves. Without the. gate there were about twenty 
people gathered together, but none of them with arms ; 
and, by the half words and exprelTions they made ufe ofi 
they could judge they were not the Shekh's friends. 
They followed them for a little, but difperfed before they 
arrived at their houfe. 

They had fcarce got rid of this real danger, when the 
apprehenfion of an imaginary one ftruck them violently. 
The water at Teawa is ftagnant in pools, and exceeding- 
ly bad. Either that, or the bouza, a kind of new beer 
which they fent them wjth their meat, had given all of 
them, at the fame time, a violent diarrhoea, and Mr, 
Bruce was tormented v/ith a perpetual thirft ever fmce 
they had been overtaken by the Simoom ; and the bouza 
being acid was not only more agreeable, but, he thought, 
relieved him more than bad water : in this, therefore, he 
certainly had exceeded. When they found thev were all 
taken ill at the fame time, it came into their heads that 
Shekh Fidele had given them poifon in their dinner, 
and they were very much perplexed what they fliould do 
the next day. None of them, therefore*, t^i^led the meat 
fent them.; when at night, their friend, the 'black Have, 
came, and to her they frankly told their doubts. The 
poor creature fell into fuch violent fits of laughing, which 
fbllowed fo clofe the one upon the other, and lafted fo 
long, that Mr. Bruce feared Ihe would have expired 
upon the fpot. " It is the water, faid flie, it does fo to 
all Grangers ; and then fhe fell into another great fit of 
laughter." ** Child, anfwered Mr. Bruce, you know the 
Shekh is not our friend, and there is no eafier \^ ay to get 
rid of us than by poifon, as we eat every thing that comes 
from you without fear." *• And fo you may, faid fhe; 
the Shekh could do no fnch thing without our knowledge, 
and we would rather all be burnt alive than be guilty of 
fo vile an adlion. Befides, faid fhe, this is not like 
Habefh, where both meat and drink, brought to you, are 
tailed by the bearer before you ufe tliem. There is no 
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fuch thing as poifon in Arbara; the lance and the knife . 
in the field, that is the manner in which they kill one 
another here." 

They then fhewed her their dinner uneaten, and fhef 
again fell into a violent fit of laughter, and took the meat 
away that (he might warm it, and they heard her laugh- 
ing all the way as fhe went by herfelf. She was not long 
in returning with provilions in plemy, and told them, 
that her miftrefles never were io diverted in their lives, 
and flie left them ft ill laughing. 

During the whole of Mr. Bruce's flay at Teawa, the 
behaviour of Fidele was all of a piece, and it is proba- 
ble our traveller would have finifhed his travels in that 
place, liad not fome of his powerful friends interefted 
themfelves in his fecurity. However, after various im- 
pediments, on the 1 8th, they took leave of the Shekh 
to proceed on their journey. The day had been im- 
moderately hot, and they had refolved to travel all 
night, though they did not fay fo to the Shekh, who 
advifed them to deep at Imgededema, where there was 
frelh water. But they had taken a girba of water with 
them, or rather, in cafe of accident, a little in each of 
the three girbas. 

Their journey, for the firft feven hours, was through 
a barren, bare, and fandy plain, without finding a veftige 
of any living creature ; without water, and without 
grafs ; a country tibat feemed under the immediate curfe 
of Heaven. However, after a moft difagreeable journey, 
on the 19th, at eight in the evening they arrived at Beyla. 
Mr. Bruce found Beyla to be in lat. 13^ 42' 4" ; that is, 
about eleven miles weft of Teawa, and thirty-one and 
a half miles due ibuth. They were met by Mahomet, 
the Shekh, at the very entrance of the town. He faid, 
he looked upon them as rifen from the dead ; that they 
muft be good people, and particularly under the care of 
Providence, to have efcapedthe many {hares the Shekh 
of Arbara had laid for them. Mahomet, the Shekh, had 
provided eve/y fort of refrefhment poffiblc for them, 
and, thinking they could not live without it, he had or- 
dered fdgar for them from Sennaar. Honey Tor the moll 
part hitherto had been its fubfHtute. They had a good 
comfortable fupper; as fine wheat-bread as ever Mr. 
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Bruce ate in his life, brought from Sennaar, as alfo rice: 
in a word, every thing that their kind landlord could 
contribute to their plentiful and hofpitable entertain- 
ment. 

Our ^traveller's whole company was full of joy, to 
which the Shekh greatly encouraged them ; and if there 
was any alloy to the happinefs, it wa& feeing that Mr. 
Bruce did not partake of it. Symptoms of an aguifh 
diforder had been hanging about him for feveral days, 
ever lince the diarrhoea had left him. He found the 
greateft repugnance, or naufea, at the fmell of warm 
meat ; and, having a violent head-ach, he infilled upon 
going to-bed fupperlefs, after having drank a quantity 
of warm water by way of emetic. Being exceeding;ly 
tired> he foon fell found a-fleep, having firfl taken ibme 
drops of a ftrong fpiritucus tinfture of the tark which 
he had prepared at Gondar, refolving, if he found any 
remiflion, as he then did, to take feveral good dofes of 
the bark in powder on the morrow, beginning at 
day-break, which he accordingly did with its ufual 
fuccefs. 

On the 20th of April, a little .after the dawn of 
day, the Shekh, in great anxiety, came to the place 
where Mr. Bruce was lying, upon a tanned bufFaloe's 
hide, on the ground. His forrow was foon turned into 
joy when he found him quite recovered from his illnefs. 
He had taken the bark, and exprefled a defire of eating 
a hearty breakfaft of rice, which was immediately pre- 
pared for him. 

The Shekh of Beyla was an implicit believer in medi- 
cine. Seeing him take fome drops of the tindure before 
coffee, he inhfted upon pledging Mr. Bruce, and he be- 
lieves would have willingly emptied the whole bottle. 
The Shekh, having fufFered great agony with his own 
complaint, had pafled fome fmall ftones, and was greatly 
better, as he faid, for the foap-pills. Mr. Bruce put 
hhn in a way to prepare thefe, as alfo his lime-water. 
It was inrpoflible to have done any favour for him equal 
to this, as his agony had been fo great. 

It was now the time to give the Shekh a prcfent, and 
Mr. Bruce had prepared one for him, fuch as he very 
wdl defei-ved ; but no intreaty, nor any means he could 
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ufe, could prevail upon him to accept of the meerefl: trifle. 
On the contrary, he folemnly fvvore, that if Mr. Bruce 
importuned him further, he would get upon his horfe 
and go into the country. All that he defired, and that 
too as a favour, was, that, when Mr. Bruce had refted j^t 
Scnnaar, he might come and confult him further as to 
his complaints, for which he promifed he fhould bring a 
recompence with him. 

Though Mr. Bruce was much pleafed with his recep- 
tion here, he determined to prefs on to Sennaar before 
affairs there were in a defperate fituation, or fome fcheme 
of mifchief fhould be contrived by Fidele. They had 
again a large and plentiful dinner, and a quantity of 
bouza ; venifon of feveral different fpecies of the ante- 
lope or deer kind, and Guinea-fowls, bciled with rice, 
were the befl part of their fare, for the venifon fmelled and 
tafled flrongly of mufk. This was the provifion made 
by the Shekh's two fons, boys about fourteen or fifteen 
years old, who had got each of th^m a gun witlv a match- 
lock, and whofe favour he fecured to a very high de- 
gree, by giving them fome good gunpowder, and plenty 
of fmall leaden bullets. 

In the afternoon they walked out to fee the village, 
which is a very pleafant one, fituated upon the bottom 
of a hill, covered with wood, all the reft flat before it» 
Through this plain there are many large timber trees, 
planted in rows, and joined with high hedges, as in Eu- 
rope, forming inclofures for keeping cattle ; but of thefe 
they faw none, as they had been moved to the Dender 
for fear of the flies. There is no water at Beyla but 
'What is got from deep wells. Large plantations of In- 
dian corn are every where about the town. The inhabi- 
tants are in continual apprehenfion from the Arabs Da- 
veina at Sim Sim, about 40 miles fouth-eaft from them ; 
and from another powerful race called Wed abd el Gin^ 
i. e. Son ofthiJla<ve5 ofiheDe^olU who live to the fouth- 
well: of them, between the Dender and the Nile. Beyla 
is another frontier town of Sennaar, on the fide 6f 
Sim Sim ; and between Teawa and this, on the Sennaar 
fide, and Ras el Feel, Nara, and Tehelga, upon the 
Abyilinian fide, all is defert and wafte, the Arabs only 
fufferhig the water to remain there without villages 
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mear it, that they and their flocks m^y come at certain 
feafons while the grafs grows, and the pools or fprings 
fill elfewhere. 

Though Mr. Bruce went early to bed with full deter- 
mination to fet out by day-break, yet he found it was 
impoffible to put his defign in execution, or get from the 
hands of their kind landlord. One of their girbas feem- 
cd to fail, and needed to be repaired. Nothing good, 
as he truly faid, could come from the Shekh of At- 
bara. 

On the 21 ft of April, they left Beyla at three o'clock 
in the afternoon, and proceeded through a very plea- 
fant, flat country, but without water ; there had been 
none in their way nearer than the river Rahad. About 
eleven at night they alighted in a wood : The place is 
called Baherie, as near as they could compute, nine miles 
from Beyla. 

On the 2 2d, at half paft five o'clock in the morning, 
they left Baherie, ftiJl continuing weftward, and at nine 
they came to the banks of the Rahad. The ford is 
called Tchir Chaira. The river itfelf was now Handing 
in pools, the water foul, (linking, and covered with a 
green mantle ; the bottom foft and muddy, but there was 
no choice. The water at Beyla was fo bad, that they 
took only as much as was abfolutely nqceflary till they 
arrived at running WTiter from the -Rahad. 

On the 25d they met feveraJ men, on horfeback and 
en foot, coming out from amon^ the bu(he9, who endea* 
youxed to carry off one of their camels. They indeed 
were fonaewhat alarmed, and were going to prepare for 
refiiiance. The camel they had taken away had on it 
the king's and Shekh Adelan's prefents, and fome other 
things for their future need. Their clothes too, books, 
and papers, were upon the fame camel. However, as 
this was only a contrivance to extort a prefent from Mr. 
Bruce, the matter was eafiiy got over, and the camel rc» 
flored. 

Onthe>24fh, they came to the river Dender, ftanding 
now in pools, but by the vaft widenefs of its banks, and 
the great deepnefs of its bed, all of white fand, it fhould 
ieem that in time of rain it will contain nearly as much 
water as the Nile. The banks are every where thick 
Q over- 



Digitized 



by Google 



338 SHAW'S ABRIDGEMENT OF 

grown with the rack and jujeb tree, efpecially the latter. 
The wood, which had continued moftly from Bey la, here 
failed entirely, and reached no further towards Seiinaar* 
Thefe two forts of trees, however, were in very gtcat 
beauty, and of a prodigious fize* 

At fix o'clock in the evening, they fet out from a (hady 
place of repofe on the banks of the Dender, through a 
large plain, with not a tree before them ; but they prc- 
fently found themfelves encompafled with a number of 
villages, nearly of a fize, and placed at equal diftances in 
form of a femi-circle, the roofs of the houfes in fhape 
of cones, as are all thofe within the rains. The plain 
was all of a red, foapy earth, and the corn juft fown« 
This whole country is in perpetual cultivation, arui 
though at this time it had a bare look, would no doubt 
have a magnificent one when waving with grain. At 
nine they halted Jft a village of Pagan Nuba. Thefc - 
are all foldicrs of the Mek of Sennaar, cantoned in thefe 
villages, which, at the diftance of four or five miles, 
furround the whole capital. They are either purchafed 
or taken by force from Fazuclo, and the provinces to " 
the fouth upon the mountains Dyre and Tcgla. Having 
fcttlements and provifions given them, as alfo arms put 
into their hands, they never wifh to defert, but live a 
very domeftic and fober life. 

They pay adoration to the moon ; and that their wor- 
fhip is performed with pleafure and fatisfaftion, is ob- 
vious every night that (he (hines. Coming out from the 
darknefs of iheir huts, they fay a few words upon feeing 
her brightnefs, and teftify great joy, by motions of tJieir 
feet and hands, at the firft appearance of the new moon. 
Mr. Bruce never faw them pay any attention to the fun, 
either rifing or fetting, advancing to oi receding from 
the meridian ; but, as far as he could learn, they worfliip 
a tree, and likewife a Aone, though he never could. find 
out what tree or ftone it was, only that it did not exift in 
the country of Sennaar, but in that where they were 
born. Their priefts feemed to have great influence over 
them, but through fear only, and not from afie^on. 
They are diftinguifhed by thick copper bracelets about 
their wrifls, as alfo fometimes'one, and ibmetimes two 
about their ancles. 
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On the i^ih, at four o'clock in the afternoon, they fct 
oat from the villages of the Nuba, intending to arrive 
at Bafboch, where is the ferry over the Nile ; but they 
had fcarcely advanced two miles into the plain, when 
they were inclofed by a violent whirlwind, or what ii 
called at fea the watcr-fpout. The plain was red earth, 
which had been plentifully moiftened by a fhower in the 
iiioht-time. The unfortunate camel that had been taken 
by the Cohala Teemed to be nearly in the center of its vor- 
tex. It was lifted up and thrown down at a confiderable 
diflance, and fcveral of its ribs broken. Although, as 
far as Mr. Broce could guefs, he was not near the center, 
it whirled him off his feet, and threw him down upon 
Tiis face, fo as to make his noCc gufh ont wi<h blood. 
Two of the fcrvants likewife had the fame fate. It 
plaiftered them all over with mud, almoft as fmoothly 
as could have, been done with a trowel. It took 
away Mr. Bruce's fenfe and breathing for an inftant, 
and his mouth and nofe were full of mud when he re- 
covered. He guelTcs the fphere of its ad^ion to be about 
200 feet. It demolifhed one half of a fmall hut, as if 
it had been cut through with a knife, and difperfed 
the materials all over the plain, leaving the other half 
Handing. 

As foon as they recovered therafelves, they took re- 
fuge in a village, from fear only, for they faw no veftige 
of anv other whilwind. It involved a great quantity 
of rain, which the Nuba of the villages told them was 
very fortunate, as it portended good luck to them, 'and 
a profperous journey; for they faid, that had dull .and 
fand anfen with the whirlwind, in the fame prbportioh 
it would have done had not the eaith been moiilened, 
tliey would all infallibly have been fuffbcated ; and they 
•cautioned them, by faying, that tempefts were very fre- 
quent in the beginning and end of tne rainy feafon, and 
whenever they Ihoald fee one of them coming, to fall 
down upon their faces, keeping their lips clofe to tfis 

f round, and fo let it pafs ; ana thus it would neither 
ave power to carry them off their feet, nor fufFocatc 
them, which was the ordinary cafe. 

Their kind landlords, the Nuba, gave them a hearty 

welcome, and helped them to waih their clothes iirft, and 

tlicn to dry them. When Mr, Bruce was ftripped 
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naked, they few the blood running from his nofe, and 
faid, they could not have thought that one fo white as 
he was could have been capable of bleeding. They gave 
them a piece of roaftcd hog, which they ate, (except 
Ifmael and the Mahometans) very much to the fatis- 
fadlion of the Nuba. On the other hand, as their camel 
was lame, they ordered one of their Mahometan fervants 
to kill it, and take as much of it as would fervc them- 
fclves that night ; they alfo provided againft wanting 
themfelves the next day. The reft they gave among their 
new-acquired acquaintance, the Nuba of the village, who 
Hid not fail to make a feaft upon it for feveral days after; 
and, in recompence for their libeiality, they provided 
ihem with a large jar of bouza, not very good, indeed, 
but better than the welUwa,ter. This Mr. Bruce repaid 
by tobacco, beads, pepper, and ftibium, which he faw 
plainly was infinitely more than they expefted. Although 
they had been a good deal furprifcd at the fudden and 
violent effc(^s of the whirlwind of that day, and feverely 
5clt the bruifes it had occafioned, yet they paflcd a very 
fecial and agreeable evening. Mr. Bruce had fcldom, 
in his life, upon a journey, pafled a more comfortable 
night. He had a very neat, clean hut, entirely to 
himfelf, aiijd a Greek fervant that fat near him. Some 
of the Nuba watched for them all night, and took 
care of their bcafls and baggage. They fung and re- 
plied to one another alternately, in hotes full of pleaGint 
melody, till Mr. Bruce fell faft afleep, involuntarily, and 
with regret, for, though bruifed, they were not fatigued, 
but rather difcouraged, having gone ao further than two 
miles that day. 

The landlord of the htit where Mr. Bruce was afleg>, 
having prepared for their fafety and that of their baggage, 
thought himfelf bound in duty to go and give immediate 
information to the prime minifter of theunexpefted guefls 
that then occupied his houfe. He found Adelan at 
fuj^per^ but Was immediately admitted, and a variety of 
Queftions alked him, which he anfwered fully. He dc- 
icribed their colour, their number, the unofual fize and 
number of their fire-arms, the poornefs of their attire, 
and, above all, their great chcerfiilncfs, qnietnefs, and 
affability, their being contented with eating any thing, 
and in particular mentioned the hogs flefb. One man 
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then prefent, teflifying abhorrence to this, Adelaii faid 
of Mr, Bruce to their landlord, ** Why, he is a foldier 
and a Kafr, like yourfelf. A foldier and a Kafr, when 
travelling in a ftrangc country, (hould eat every thing, 
and Co does every other man that is wife y has he not 
a fervant of mine with him?'* He anfwored, " Yes, 
and a fervant of the king too ; but he had left them, and 
was gone forward to Sennaar." ** Go you with them, 
{fays he) and Hay with them at Bafboch till he had time 
to fend for them to town." He had returned from 
Aira long before our travellers arofe, and told them the 
converfation, which was great comfort to them all; for 
they were not much pleafed with the king's fervant going 
before, as they had every reafon to think he was dil- 
affeftc'i towards them. 

On the 26th. at fix o'clock in the morning, they fet 
out from this village of Nuba, their way being ilill across 
this immenfe plain. All the mornine there were terrible 
florms of thunder and lightning, fome rain, and one 
fliower of fo large drops, that it wet them to the Ik in in 
an inftant. It was quite calm, and every drop fell per- 
pendicularly upon them. Mr. Bruce thinks he never in 
his life felt fo cold a rain, yet it was not difagreeable ; 
for the day was clofe and hot, and they (hould have 
wi(hed every now and then to have had a modarate re- 
frigeration ; this, however, was rather too abundant. 
The villages of the Nuba were, on all fides, throughout 
this plain. At nine o'clock they arrived at Balboch, 
which is a large colledion of huts of thefe people, and 
has the appearance of a town. 

The governor, a venerable old man of about feventy, 
who was {o feeble that he could fcarcely walk, received 
them with great complacency, only faying,, when he took 
Mr. Bruce by the hand, " O Chriftian ! what do^ thou, 
at fuch a time, in fuch a country ?*' Mr. Bruce was fur- 
prifed at the polltenefs of his fpeech, when he called 
him Nazarani, the civil term for Chriftian in theeaft; 
whereas Infidel is the general term among thefe brutifli 
people ; but it feems he had been feveral times at Cairo. 
Mr. Bruce had here a very clean and comfortable hut to 
lodge in, though they were fparingly fiipplied with pro- 
Q 5 vifions 
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vifions all the time they were there, but never were 
fulFcred to fail a whole day together. 

Bijlhoch is on the eaftern bank of the Nile, not a qoar- 
ter of a mile from the ford below. 1 he river here runs 
north and fouth ; towards ^the fides it is (hallow, but 
deep in the middle of the current, and in this part it is 
much infefled with crocodiles. Sennaar is two miles 
and a half S. S. W. of it. They heard the evening drum 
very diftin6tly, and not without anxiety, when they rc- 
fleded to what abrutijQi people, according to all accounts, 
thev were about to truft thcmfelves. 

On the 29th, leave was fent them^ to enter Sennaar. 
It vvas not without fomc difficulty that Mr- Bruce got his 
quad rant, and heavy baggage fzfAy carried down the hill* 
for the banks are v«ry Itecp to die edge of tht water. 
The intention of their affiftants was to Aide the quadrant 
down the hill, in its cafe, which would have utterly de- 
ftroyedit; and as their boat was but a very indiffe- 
rent embarkation, it was obliged te make fcveral turns to 
ind fro before they got all their fevcral packages landed 
on the weflern fide. 

They were condufled by Adelan's fervant to a very 
fpaciouS good houfe belonging to the Shekh himfelf, ha* 
ving two (lories, a long quarter of a mile from the king^s 
palace. He left a mc(rage for them to repofe themfelves, 
and in a day or two to wait upon the king, and that he 
(hould fend to tell them when they were to come to him- 
This they refolved to have complied with mo(l exa6lly; 
but the very next morning, the 30th of April, there came 
a fervant from the palace to fummon them to wait upon 
the king, which they immediately obqred. Mr. Bruce 
took with him three fer\ants, blatk Soliman, Ifniael the 
Turk, and his Greek fervant Michael. The palace co- 
vers a prodigious deal of ground. It is all of one ftorey, 
built of clay, and the floors of earth. The chambers » 
through which they palTed were all unfurni(jied, and 
feeired as if a great many of them had formerly been 
dcftined as barracks for foldiers,. of whom Mr. Bruce 
did not fee above fifty on guard.^ The king was in a 
fmall room, not twenty feet^fquare, to which they afcend- 
ded by two (hort flights ofnarrow fteps. The floor of the 
room was covered with broad fquare tiles ; over it was 
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fai J s. Perfian carpet, and the walls hung with tapeftry of 
the fame country > the whole very well kept, and in 
good order. . 

The king was fitting upon a matrefs, faid on the ground, 
which was likewife covered with a Perfian carpet, and 
round him was a number of cufliions of Venetian clotlv 
of gold. His drefs did not correfpond with this magni- 
ficence, for It was nothing but a large, loofcffhirt, of Sa- 
rat bltfe cotton, doth, which feemed not to diScx from 
'the fame worn by his fervants, exoopt that, all round the 
edges of it, the feams wera double- ditched with whit2 
filk, and likewife round 'the neck. His head was un- 
covered ; he wore his own -Ihort black hair, and was as 
white in colour as an Arab. He jfeemed to be a man about 
thirty-four, his feet were bare, but covered by his (hirt. 
He had a very plebeian countenance, on which was damp- 
ed no decided chara<^er ; Mr. Bruce fhould rather guefs 
bim to be a fbft, timid, irrefolute man. . At our travel- 
ler's coming forward and kifTing his hand, he looked at 
them for a nainute as if undetermined vvhat to fay. He 
then alked for an Abyflinlan interpreter, as there are many 
of thefe about the palace. He (aid- to him in Arabic^ 
«• I apprehend I under ft and as much of that language as 
will enable me to anfiver any queftion you have to put 
.to me.*' Upon which he turned to the people that were 
with him, " Downright Arabic, indeed! You did not 
Jearn that language in Habefh ?" faid he to Mr. Bruce, 
who anfwered, ** No ; I have been in Egypt, Turkey, 
and. Arabia where I learned it ; but I have likewife of- 
t^n ipoken it in Abyflinia, where Greek, Turkilh, and 
feveral other languages are ufed." He faid, ** ImpofH- 
ble ! he did not think they knew any thing of langua- 
ges, excepting their own, in Abyflinia." 

There were fitting in the fide of the room oppofite to 
him, four men drefled in white cotton fhirts, with a 
white fiiaul covering their heads and part of their face, 
by whtfch it was known they were religious men, or men 
of learning, or of the law. One of thefe anfwered the 
king's doubt of the Abyflinians knowledge in languages. 
** They have languages enough , and you know that Ha- 
belh is called the paradife of Afles." During this con- 
veriation, Mr. Bruce took thefherriiFe of Mecca's letter, 
<i 4 . alfo 
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alfo one from the king of Abyffinia ; he gave him the 
king's firft, and then the (herifFe's. He took them both 
as Mr, Brace gave them, but laid afide the king's upon a 
cuftiion, till he had read the fheriffe's. After this he read 
the king's, and called immediately again for an Abyfli- 
nian interpreter; upon which Mr. Bruce faid nothing, 
fuppoiing. perhaps, he might chiiie to make him deliver 
fome meflage to him in private, which he would not 
have his people hear. But it was pure confufion and ab- 
ence of mind, for he never fpokc a word to him whea 
he came. " You are' a phyfician and a foldier," fays the 
king. ** Both, in time of need," faid Mr. Bruce. " But 
the (herriffe's letter tells me alfo, that you are a nobleman 
in the fervice of a great king that they call Englife-man» 
who is mafter of all the Indies,and who has Mahometan as 
well Ls Chriflian fubjefts, and allows them ail to be 
governed by their own laws.*' — ** Though 1 never faid 
io to the (hcrriffft, (replied Mr. Bruce) yet it is true; I 
am as noble as any individual in my nation, and am al{b 
lervant to the greateft king now reignine upon earth, of 
whofe dominions, it is likewifc truly laid, thefe Indies 
are but a fmall part." — ** How comes it, (fays the king) 
you that are fo noble and learned, that you know all 
things, all languages, and fo brave that you fear no dan<< 
ger, but pafs, with two or three old men, into fuch 
countries as this and Habefh, where Baady my father 
peri(hed with an army ? How comes it that you do not 
'itay at home and enjoy yourfelf, eat, drink, take plea- 
fure and re{^, and not wander like a poor man, a prey^ 
to every danger ?" — *• You, Sir, (replied Mr. Bruce) may 
know fome of this fort of men ; certainly you do know 
them ; for there are in your religion, as well as minej^ 
men of learning, and thofe too oF great rank and no- 
bility, who, on account of fms they have committed, 
or vows they have made, renounce the worfd, its richos 
and pleafures : They lay down their nobility, and be- 
come humble and poor, fo as often to be infulted by 
vicked and low men, not having the fear of God be-i 
fore their eyes." — " True, thefe are Dervifh," faid fOme 
that were prefent. *< I am thea one of thefe Dervifh. 
(faid Mr. Bruce) content with the bread that is given 
mc, and bound for fome years to travel in hardfhips and 
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danger, doing all the good I can to poor and rich, ferv- 
ing every man, and hurting none." *' Tybe! that is 
well," faid the kiog. ** And how long have you bseii 
travelling about?" adds one of the others. ** Near t»ven- 
ty years," faid Mr. Bruce.—'* You muft l)e very young, 
(fays the king) to have committed fo many fins, and ib 
tarly ; they muft all have been with women ?''-^" Part 
of them, 1 fuppofe were, (replied Mr. Bruce) but I did 
not fay I was one of thofe that travelled on account of 
their fins, but that there were fome Dervilhes that did 
fo on account of their vows, and fome to learn wif- 
dom." Mr. Bruce now withdrew. 

The drum beat a little after fix o*clock in the even- 
ing. They then had a very comfortable dinner fent 
them, camels flefli ftewed with an herb of a vifcous 
flimy fubftance, called Bammia. After having dined, 
and finifhed the journal of the day, Mr* Bruce fdl 
to unpacking his inftruments, the barometer and ther- 
mometer firft, and, after having hung them up, was con*- 
verfing with Adelan's fervant when he (hould pay his vi- , 
iit to his matter. About eight a'clock came a fervant 
from the palace, telling Mr. Bruce now was the time 
to bring the prefcnt to the king. He forted the fe- 
parate articles with all the fpecd. he could, and they 
went direftly to the palace. The king ^Kas^then fit-, 
ting in a large apartment, as far a« he coiiM'guefs, at 
fonw diftance from the former. He wai paked, but" 
jiad feveral clothes lying upon his knee, and adaoht him, 
Jlnd a (ervant was rubbing him over with very ft inking 
butter or greafe, with which his hair wa« dropping as 
if wet with water. Large as the room was, it could be 
ihielled through the whole of it. The king a&ed Mr. 
Brqce if ever he greafed himfelf as he did? Mr. Btuce 
faid. Very feldom, but fancied it would* bo very ex- 
penfive. He then told him^ that it was elephants greaft, 
which made people ftrong, and prcferved the Ik i a ve-' 
yy fmootI>. Our traveller faid he, thought it Vicry pro- 
per, but could not bear the fmdl of it, though his 
flcin ftiould turn as rough as an elephant's for the want 
et It. He faid, if Mr. tSrace had ufed it, his bair would 
HOC have turned fo^ red as it was, and that it would; 
all become white prefendy when that r^dxiefi canae off. 
G 5 " You 
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** You may fee, (continued he) the Arabs driven in here 
by the Daveina> and all their cattle taken from them^ 
becaufe they have no longer any greafe for their hair% 
The fun firft turns it red, and then perfe^y white ^ 
and yott wiU know them in the ftreet l)y their hair 
being the colovrof youis. As for the fmeM, you will 
fee that cured piefently." 

After having fubbed him abundantly with greafe,. 
they brdughta pretty brgehom, and in it fomething 
fcented, about as liquid as honey« It was plain that: 
civit was a gecat part of the compofidon. The king 
went out at the door, Mt. Bruce fuppofes^ into ano— > 
ther room, and there two men delug^ him over with 
pitchen of cold water, whilfl, as he imagined, he- 
was (birk-naked» He then returned, and a flave sm-^ 
nointed him with this fweet ointment; after which^ 
he fat down, as completely dseifed, being juft goin^ 
to his woman's apartment where he was to fup. Mr* 
Bruce told him, he wondered why he did not ufe rofe^ 
water as in. Afay(Iinia> Arabia, and Cairo. He faid,. 
he had it often fron^ Cairo, when the merchants ar* 
rived ;. but as it was now long fiace any came, hi» 
people could not make more, for the rofe would not^ 
grow in his country, though the women made fome-^ 
thing like it. of Icriion-flower. 

His toilet being finiihed,. our traveller then produced? 
his prefcnt, which he told him the king of Abyflinia had 
fent to him, hoping that, according to the faith anct 
cuftom. of nations, he would not only proted him; 
while here, but ^nd him fafely and fpeedily out o€ 
his dominions into Egypt. H^^ anfwered, there wa* 
a time- when he could nave done all this) and more,. 
but thofe times were- changed.. Sennaar was in ruin, 
and was not like what it was. He then ordered fome 
perfumed forbet to be brought for Mr, Bruce to driolc 
in his prefcnce, which is a pledge that your perfon is 
in fafcty. The king thereupon withdrew, and went 
to his ladies. 

It was not till the eighth of May Mr. Bruce had his 
audience of Shekh Adelan at Aira, which is three n^ilea 
and a half from Sennaar ; they walked out early in th« 
morning, for the greateil part of the way along the fide 
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•Fthc*Nilc, which had no beauty, being totally divefted of 
trees, the bottom foul and muddy, and the edges of the 
water white with fmall concretions of calcarious earth, 
which,with the bright fun upon them, dazzled and affe£led 
their eyes very much. They then ft ruck acrofs a large 
fandy plain without trees or bu(hes, and came to Adelan's 
habitation. 

Within the gate was a number of horfes, with the 
foldiers barracks behind them ; they were all picqueted in 
ranks, thetr laces to their mafters barracks. It was one 
of the iineeft fights Mr. Bruce ever faw of the kind. 
They were all above fixteen hands high, of the breed of 
the old Saracen horfes^, all finely made, ai^d as ftroug as 
our coach-horfes, but exceedingly nimble in their mo- 
tion ; rather thick and (hort in the forehand, but witb. 
the moft beautiful eyes, ears, and heads in the world ; 
they were moflly black, fome of them black and white, 
fome of them milk-white foaled, fo not white by age, 
with white eyes and white hoofs, not perhaps a great 
recommendation. 

A fteel fhirt of mail hung upon each man's quarters- 
oppofite to his horfc, and by it an antelope's Ikin made 
fort like Ihamoy, with which it was covered from the* 
dew of the night. A head-piece of copper, without 
creft ar plumage, was fafpended by a lace above the ftiirt 
of mail, and was the moft pidurefque part of the trophy. 
I'a thefe was added an enormous broad-fword in a red 
leather fcabbard ; and upon the pummel hung two thick 
gloves, not. divided into fingers as outs, but like hedgers 
gloves, their fingers in one poke. They told Mr. Bruce, 
that^ within that inclofure at Aira, there were 400 
hprfes, which, with the riders, and armour complete for 
each of them, were all the property of Shekh Adelan,. 
every horfeman beings his Have, and bought with his- 

' Adelan was then fitting upon a piece of the trunk a 
palm-tree, in the front of one of thefe divifions of his 
hbries, which he feemed to be contemplating with plea- 
lure ; a number of black people, his own fervantS and 
friends,. were ftanding round him. He had on a long 
dxab-coloured camlet gown , lined with yellow fattin, 
0^6 ani^ 
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and a camlet cap like a head piece, with two (hott 
points that covered his cars. This, it feems, was Ki» 
drefs when he rofe early in the merilifig to vifit his - 
horfes, which he ncvct riegledled. Tht Shekh was a 
xnan above fix feet high, rather corpulent, had a heavy 
walk, feemingly more from affe^ation of grandeur 
thaji want of agility. He was aboat fixty, of the co^ 
lour and features of an Arab and not of a Negro, bat . 
had rather more beard than falls to the lot of people 
in this country ; lai'ge piercing eyes, and a determined, 
though, at the fame timcj a very pleafiog countenance; 
Upon Mr. Bruee's coming near him he got up, " You 
"that are a horfeman, (fays he, without any lalutation) 
what would your king of H«bc(h give for ihefe horfes T* 
— ** What king, (anfwcred Mr. Bruce in the fanie 
tone) would not give any price for fuch horfes, if he 
knew their value T" 

They then went into a large faloon, hung round with 
mirrors and fcatlet dama& ; in one of the longed (idea 
wcrfc two large (ofa's covered with crimfon and yellow 
d&maflc, and large cafhions of cloth of gold, like to 
the king's. He now pulled o6f his camlet gown and 
cap, and remained in a crimfon fatcin coat reaching 
dbwn below his knees, which lapped over at the breaft, 
and was girt found his waift with a fcarf or fafli, ii> 
which he had fluck a (hort dagger in an ivory fheathj 
miounted with gold ; and one of the largeft and moft 
beautiful amethyfti upon his finger that Mr, Bruce ever 
faw, mounted plain, without any diamonds, and s fmiiU 
gold ear-ring in one of his ears* 

<* Why have you come hither, (fays he to Mr. Brocc) 
without arms, and on foot, and without attendants ?** 
Tagoube. *' I was told that horfes were not kept at Sennaar, 
and brought none with me. Adelan, *• You fuppo{<fc 
you have come through great dangers, ^nd fo you have* 
£ut what do you think of me, who am day and night 
out in the fields, furrounded by hundreds and thoufand^ 
of Arabs, all of whom would cat me alive if they dared ?** 
Yagoube* ** A brave man, ufcd to coi^mand as you are, 
does not look to the number of his enemies, but to their 
abilities ; a wolf docs not fear ten thoufand Iheep more 
than he does one'/' Jd* ^ Truej look out at the door ; 
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thefe arc thtir chiefs whom I am now taxing, and I have 
l»rought them hither that they may judge from what 
they fee whether I am ready for them or not." Tag. 
** You could not do more properly 5 but, as to my own 
affairs, I wait upon yoa from the king of Abyflinia, 
ddKrin^ fafe conduft through your country into Egj'pt, 
with his rojral promife, that he is read^ to do the like 
for you agam, or any other favour you may call upon 
him for.** He took the letter and read it. Ad, <* The 
king of Abyflinia may be aflurcd I am always ready to 
do more for him than this. It is true, fince the mad 
attempt upon Sennaar, and the next ftill madder, to re- 
place old Baady upon the throne, we have had no for- 
mal peace, but neither are we at war. We underftancf 
one another as good neighbours ought to do ; and what 
clfc is peace ?" Tag. ** You know I am .a ftranger and 
traveller, feeking my way home. I have nothing to do 
with peace or war between nations. All I beg is a fafe 
conduft through your kingdom, and the rights of hof- 
pitality beflowed in fuch cafes on every common ftran- 
ger ; and one of the favours I beg is, your acceptance 
of a fmall prcfent. I bring it not from home ; I have 
been long absent from thence, or it would have been 
better." Ad. " I'll not refufe it, but it is quite unnc- 
ccflary. I have faults like other men, but to hurt, or 
ranfom ftrangers, was never one of them. Mahomet 
Abou Kalec, my brother, is iiowever,. a much better 
man to ftrangers than 1 am ; you will be kcky if you* 
meet him here; if not, I will do for you what I can 
when once the confufion of thefe Arabs is over." 
, Mr. Bruce gave him the ftierrifle's letter^, which he 
opened, looked at, and laid by without reading, faying 
only, •' Aye, Metical is a good man, he lomeiimes 
takes care of our people going to Mecca; for my part, 
I Jicvcr was there, and probably never ftiall." Mr, 
Bruce then prefented his letter from Ali Bey to him. 
He placed it upon his knee, and gave a flap upon it 
with his open hand. Ad. " What ! do you not know, 
have you not heard, Mahomet Abou Dahab, his Haf- 
nadar, has rebelled againft him, banifhed him out of 
Cairo, and now iits in his place ? But don't be difcon- 
terted at that, I know you to be a man of honour and 
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prudence ; if Mahomed, my brother, does not come, as 
ioon as 1 can get leifure, I will difpatch you.** The 
fervant that had condudcd Mr. Bruce to Sennaar, and 
was then with' him, went forward clofe to him, and 
&id,» in a kind of whifper, *' Should he go often to 
the king ?" — *' When he plcafes ; he may go to fee the 
town, and take a walk, bu( never alone, and alfo to 
the palace, that, when he returns to his own country, 
he may report he faw a king at Sennaar^ that neither 
knows how to govern, nor will fufier others to teach 
kim ; who knows not how to make war, and yd ^ill 
not fit in peace." Mr. Bruce then took- his leave of 
him, but there was a plentiful breakfaft in the other 
Foom, to which he fent them. At going ou^ Mr. Bruce 
took his leave by kiflmg hfs hand, which he ftrbmitlcd 
to without reludance. *' Shekh, (faid our traveller) 
when I pafs thele Arabs in the fquare,^ I hope it will not 
difoblige you if I converf« with fomeofthera out of curi- 
oiity ?*' Ad^ ** By no means, as much as you pleafe ; 
but don't let them know where they can find you at 
. Sennaar, or they will be in your houfe from morning 
till ni^ht, willeat up all your victuals, and then, in re- 
turn, will cut your throat if they can meet you upoa 
yopr journey r** 

Mr. Bruce returned home to Sennaar, very^ well plea- 
fed with his reception at Aira. He had not fecn, fince 
he left Gondar, a man Jo open and frank in his manners, 
and who fpoke without difguife what apparently he had 
in his heart. * 

The next morning, after Mr. Bruice came home from 
Aira, he was agreeably furprifed by a vifit from Hagi 
Belal, to wlioni he had been recommended by Metical 
Aga, and to- whom Ibrahim Seraff, the Engliih broker 
at Jidda, had addrcfTed- him for any money he fhould 
need at Sennaar. Bclal welcomed him with great kind- 
nefs, and repeated teftimonies of joy and wonder at bis 
fafe arrival. He had been down in Atbara at Gcrri, or 
fome villages near it, with merchandize, and had not 
yet feen the king fince he came home, but gave Mr* 
Bruce the very worft defcription poffible of the country., 
infomuch that there feemed to be not a fpot, but the on« 
he then flood on^ in which he was not in immiaent dao- 
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gcr of deftru^ion, from ar variety of independent caniei, 
which it feemcd not poffibly in his power to avoid. Iiy 
the evening, he fcnt Mr. Bruce fomc refrefliments, 
which he had long been unaccuftomed to ; fome tea^ ex-^ 
cellent cofFee, fome honey and brown fugar^ feverat 
bottles of rack, likewife nutmegs, cinnamon, ginger, 
and fome very good dates of the dry kind which he had 
brought from Atbara. 

Hagi Belal was a nadvc of Morocco. H9 Had been 
at Cairo, and alfo'at Jidda and Mocha. He knew the 
EnglilK well, and profeiled himfelf both obliged and 
attached to themv It was fome days before Mp. Bruce 
ventured to foeak to him upon money bofmefs, or upon* 
any probabihty of finding afliftance here at Sennaar.- 
He gave him little hopes of the latter,, repeating to him^ 
what he very well knew about the difagreement of the- 
king and Adelan. He feemed to j^ace all his expefla;- 
tions, and thofo were but famt ones,, ii> the coming of 
Shekh Abou Kalec from Kordofan^ He faid, nothing 
could be expedtcd from Shekh Adelan without going to* 
Aira, for that he wouki never truft himfelf in Sennaar,, 
in this king's life time, but that the rainifter was abfo^ 
lute the moment he affembled his troops without the- 
•own. 

One morning he came to Mr. Bruce after having bee» 
with the king, when our traveller wa^ himfelf preparing 
to gp to the palace. He faid, he had been fent for upon 
his account, and had been qucftioned very narrowly what 
fort of a man he was. Having anfwered very favourably, 
both of him and his nation, he had aflccd for Metical A-r 
a's letters, or any other letters received concerning him 
rom Jidda; he faid, that he had only (hewn Meticars 
letter, wrote in the name of the flierritfe, as aifo one from- 
himfelf; that there were feveral great officers of govern* 
ment prefent ;. and the Cadi (whom Mr» Bruce had feen 
the fir ft time he had been with the king) had read ihe 
letters aloud to them all : That one of them had alked. 
How it came that fuch a man as our traveller ventured 
to pafs thefe deferts, with four or five old fervants, and 
what it was he came to fee ; that he anfwered, he appre- 
hended his chief objeft at Sennaar wa« ta be forwarded 
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to his own country. It was alfo afkcd. Why Mr. Bruce 
Bad not fome Engliihmen with him, as none of his fer- 
vants were of that nation, but poor beggarly Kopts, 
Arabs, and Turks, who were none of them of his 
religion. Bclal anfweredj That triavellers through thefe 
countries muft take up with fiich people as they can find 
going the fanre way ; however, he believed fome En- 
glifli fcrvaqts had died, in Abyflinia, which country he 
had left the ftrft opporlinity that had ofiered, being 
wearied by the perpetual war ^hich prevailed. Upon 
which the king faid, •• He has clrofen well, when he 
came into this country for peace. You know, Ha^ 
Bclal, I can do nothing for him ; there is nothing in 
ray hands. I could ealier get him. back into Abyflinia 
than forward him into Egypt. Who is it now that can 
pafs into Egypt ?" Tlie Cadi then faid, ** Hagi Belal 
can gtt him to Suakem, and fo to Jidda to his country- 
men." To whTch Bela! replied, " Ihe king will find 
fome way when he thinks farthei of if.*' 

A few days after this, Mr. Bxuc^ had a meflagefrom 
the palace, Heiound the king fitting alone, apparently 
much chagrined, and in illThumour.. He afked hifn^ 
in a very peevifh manner, if he was not yet gone? To 
which he anfw^red, *' Your Majelly knows that it is 
impoffible for me to go a ftep from Sennaar without afSfl- 
ance from you.'' He again alked him, in the fame tone 
as befoje, •* How he could think of coming that way ?" 
He faid, nobody imagined in Abyflinia but that he was 
able to give a ftranger fafe conduct through his own do- 
minions." He made no reply, but nodded a figu for 
liim to depart, which he immediately did, and fo finifh- 
^d t]?is fliort, but difagrceblc interview. 

About four o'clock that fame afternoon, Mr. Bfube 
was ag^ain fent for to the palace, when the king told 
him, that feveral of his wives were ill, and defircS that 
he would give $hem his advJce, which hepromifed to do 
without difficulty, as all acuuaintance with the fair fex 
had hitherto been much to his advantage. He was ad- 
mitted into a large fquare apartment' very ilMighted, in 
which were about fifty women* all pcrCe^Ly black, 
without any covering but a very narrow piece of cotton 
rag about their waiits. While he w^s mufmg whether 

or 
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or not thcjfe all might be queens, or whether there wa* 
any queen among them, one of them took him by the 
hand and led him rudely enough into another apartment. 
This v/as much better lighted than the firft. Upon a 
large bench, or fofa, covered with blue Surat clo|;h, fat 
three pcrfons cloathed from the neck to the feet with 
blue cotton ihirts. 

One of thefe, who Mr. Bruce found was the favourite, 
was about fix feet high, and corpulent beyond all pro- 
poi tioa. She feemed to him, next to the elephant and 
rhinoceros, to be the largeft living creature he had met 
with. Her features were perfectly like thofe of a Negro ; 
a ring of gold paffed through her under lip, and weigh- 
ed- it down, till, like a flap, it covered her chin, and left 
her teeth bare, which were very fmall and fine. Tiie 
infide of her lip (he had made black with antimony. 
Her cars reached down to her (boulders, and had the ap- 
pearance of wings ; fhc had iu each of them a large 
ring of gold, fomewhat fmaller than a man's little fin^ 
ger, and about five inches diameter. The weight of 
thefe had drawn down the hole where her car was pierced 
fo much that three ftngers might eafily pafs above the 
ring. She had a gold necklace, like what we ufed to 
call Ejfclavage, of fcveraJ rows,^ one below another, to 
which were hung rows of fequins pierced. She had 
on her ancles two manacles of gold, larger than any 
he had ever feen Upon the feet of felons, with which 
he qould not conceive it was pofTible'for her to waljc ; 
but afterwards he found they were hollow. The others 
were dreffed pretty much in the fame manner ; only there 
was one that had chains which came from her ears to ^<t 
outfide of each noftril, where they vwjre faflened. There 
was alfo a ring put through the griftle of her nofe, and 
which hung down to the opening of her mouth. It had 
altogether fomething of the appearance of a horfe's bri- 
dle. Uj>on his coming near them,, the eldefl put her 
hand to her mouth and kifTed it, faying, at the fanae 
time, in very vulgar Arabic, ** Kifhalek howaja ?'* 
(How do you do, merchant). Mr. Bruce never in his. 
life was more pleafed with diftant falutations than at this 
time. He anfwered, '^ Peace be among you ! I am a- 
phyfician, and not a merchant." Mr. Bruce here omit* 
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to enutnerate the multitude of their complaints ; being 
-a lady's phyfician, he confiders difcretion ajtd filencc as^ 
his firft duties. "* 

No horfe, mule, afs, or any other of Burdbn, breed 
er even live at Sennaar, or many miles about it. Poul"- 
try does n^ot live there. Neither dog nor cat, fheep nor 
bullock, can be preferved a feafoa there. They rauft go 
all, every half year, to the fands* Thoagh all poffiblc 
care be taken of them, they die in every place where th\e 
fat earth is about the town during the firlt feafon of the 
rains. Two grey-hounds which Mr. Bruce brought from 
Atbara, and the mules which he brought from Abyffinia, 
lived only a few weeks after he arrived. They fcemed to 
have fome inward complaint, for nothing appcatied out- 
wardly. Several kings have tried to keep lions, but no 
care could prolong their Hues beyond the firil raina. 
Shekh Adelan had two, which weie in great health, be- 
ing kept with his horfes atgrafs iirthc fandsbut thrcG^ 
miles from' Sennaar r neither rofe, nor any fpedes of je^ 
famine, grow here ; no tree but the lemon flowers near 
the city, that ever Mr. Bruce faw ; the rofe has been* 
often tried, but in vain^ 

Sennaar is in lat. i* 3^ 54 ''36 'f north, and in loncf. 
33° 30' 30" caft from the meridian of Greenwich. It j« 
on the weft fide of the Nile, and clofe upon the banks orf 
it. The ground whcieon it ftands rifes juft enough to pre*- 
vent the river from entering the town, even in the height 
ef the inundation* when it comes^ to be even; with ths 
ftreet. 

The country around Sennaar fs exceedmgTy pleafant 
in the end of Auguft and beginning of September. Mr. 
Bruce means fo far as the eye is concerned ; inftead of 
that barren, bare wafte, which it appeared on their arri- 
val in Mav, the corn now fprung up, and ccVering the 
ground, made the whole of this immenfe plain appear a 
fcvel, green land^ interfpcrfed with great lakes of water, 
a&d ornamented ac certain intervals with groups of viK 
lages, the conical tops of die houfes prefenting, at a dif- 
tance, the appearance of fmall- encampments. Through 
this immenfe, extcnfive plain, winds tfie Nile, a delightful 
river there, abov^a mile broad, full to the very brim, but 
luevcjE owciilowing.. Every where on thefe banks arc feea 
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numerous herds of the moft beautiful cattle of various 
kinds, the tribute recently extorted from all the Arabs, who 
freed from their vexations, return home with the remain- 
der of their flocks in peace, at as great a diftacce from 
the town, country, and their opprefTors, as they poflibly 
can. 

War and treafon fecm to be the only employment of 
this horrid people, whom Heaven has feparated, by al- 
moft impaflable deferts, from the reft of mankind, con- 
fining them to an accurfed fpot, feemingly to give them 
earneft in time of the only other worfe which he has re- ^^ 
fcrved to them for an eternal hereafter. The drefs of Sen- 
naar is very (imple. It confifts of a long fhirt of blue Su* 
rat cloth called Marowty, which covers them from the 
lower part of the neck down to their feet, but does not 
conceal the neck itfelf ; and this is the only difference be- 
tween the mens* and the womens drefs ; that of the wo- 
men covers their neck altogether, being bnttoned like 
ours. The men have fometimes a fiafh tied about their 
middle; and both men and women go bare-footed in the 
houfe, even thofe of the better fort of people. Their 
floors are covered with Perfian carpets, efpecially the 
womens apartments. In fair weather, they wear fandals;. 
and without doors they ufe a kind of wooden patten, ve- 
ry neatly ornamented with fhells. In the greateft heat 
at noon, they- order buckets of water to be thrown upon, 
them inftead of bathing. Both men and women anoint 
themfelves, at leaft once a«day, with camels greafe mixed 
with civet, which they imagine foftens their Ikin, and 
preferves them from cutaneons eruptions, of which they 
are fo fearful, that the fmalleft pimple inany vifiblepart » 

of their body keeps them in the houfe till it difappears : 
For the fame reafoiij though they have a clean fhirt every ' 
day, tbey ufe one dipt in greafe to lie in all night, as 
they have no coveKng but this, and lie upon a bull's 
hide tanned, and very mnch foftened by this conftant 
greafing, and at the fame time very cool., though it oc- 
casions a fmell that no wafhing can free them fronu 

The poorer fort live upon millet, made into bread or 
flour. The rich make a pudding of this> toafting the 
flour before the fire, and pouring milk and butter into it|. 
Ve/id^s which, they cat. beefa partly xwafted and partly 
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raw. Their iiorned cattle are the largeft and fatteft in 
the world, and are exceedingly fine; but the common 
meat fold in the market is camels fielh. The liver of the 
animal, and the fpare rib, are always eaten raw through - 
the whole country. Mr. Bruce never faw one inftance 
where it was diefled with fire ." it is not then true that 
eating raw flefh is peculiar to Abyflinia; it is prad^ifed 
in this inftance of camels flefii in all the black countries 
to the wellward. Hogs flefti is not fold in the market ;. 
but ail the people of Sennaar eat it publickly : men ia 
office, who pretjud to be Maliometans, eat theirs ia 
fecret. 

On the 7th of Auguft, Mr. Bruce was informed by 
Kagi BelaJ, that Shekh Fidele of Teawa hstd been fevc- 
ral days in the palace with the king, and had infoimed 
him that Mr. Brace was laden with money, befides a 
quantity of cloth of gold, the licheft he had ever feen,. 
which the king of AbylTmia had delUned as a preient to 
him, but which our traveller had perverted to his own 
\i^ : He added, that the king had exprelled himfelf in a 
very threatening manner^ and that he was very much »- 
fraid he was not in fafety if Shekh Adelan was gone 
from Aixa. Upon this Mr. Bruce defired Hagi B,elal to 

fo to the palace, and obtain fos him aa audience of thtt 
ing. In vain he reprefented to our traveller the rilk 
he ran by this meafure ; he perfified ia his refohition, 
he was tied to the (lake. To fly was impoffible, and he 
had often overcome fuch dangers by braving them. 

Belal went then unwillingly to the palace. Whether hgt 
delivered the meffage he knows not, but he returned fay- 
ing, the king was bufy and could not be f«en. Mr. 
Bruce had, in the interim, fent Soliman to the Gindi,. 
or Sed el Coom, telling him his difficulties, and the news 
be had heard. In place of returning an anfwer, he came 
diredly to him himfelf, and was fitting with him whe» 
Hagi Bdal returned, who appeared fomewhat difconcert-^ 
ed at the meeting. Gindi chid Hagi Belal very (harply^ 
afking him what good all that tittle-tattle did either hint 
or Mr, Bruce, and infinuate.] pretty plainly, that he be^ 
licved Hagi Belal did this in concert with the kjn^j, to^ 
extort fome prefent from our traveller. Aftei?-f6mc fur- 
ther conyerfjition, Gindi took his leave, aud Mr. Bruce 

attended 
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attended him down flairs, with many profeffions of gra- 
titude ; and at the door he faid, in a very low voice, to 
our traveller, ** Take care of yon Belal, he is a dog 
worfe than a Ghrillian." 

It was now the 20th ; and, for feveral days fmce Adc- 
lan's departure, no provifions were fent to Mr. Bruce 's 
houfe, as before was ufual. Money therefore became 
abfolutely neceflary, not only for their daily fubfiftencc, 
but for camels to carry their baggage, prpvifions, and wa- 
ter acrofs the defert. He now defpaired abfolutely of 
afliftance of any kind from the king ; and an accident 
that happened made him lay all thoughts afide of ever 
troubling him more upon the fubjeft. There are at Mec- 
ca a number of black eunuchs, whofe fervices are dedi- 
cated to that temple, and the fepulchre of Medina. Part 
of thefe, from time to time, procure liberty to return on 
a vifit to their refpeftivc homes, or to the large cities 
where they weie fold from^ on the Niger, Boniou, To- 
crur, and Tombufto, where they beg donations for the 
holy places, and frequently colledl large fums of gold, 
which abounds in thefe towns and territories. One of 
thefe, called Mahomet Towalh, which fignifies Eunuch, 
had returned from a begging voyage in Sudan, or Ni- 
gritia, and was at Sennaar exceedingly ill with an in-« 
termitting fever. The king had fent for Mr. Bruce to 
yifit him, and the bark in a few days had perfedly re- 
4ppvered him. A proportional degree of gratitude had, 
in return, taken place in the breaft of Mahomet, who, 
going to Cairo, was exceedingly defirous of taking Mr. 
Bruce with him, and this deiire was increafed when he 
heard he had letters from the fherrifie of Mecca, and was 
acquainted with Metical Aga, who was his immediate 
Biafter. 

Nothing could be more fortunate than this rencounter 
at fuch a time, for he had fpare camels in great plenty, 
and the Arabs, as he pafled them, continued giving him 
more, and fupported him with provifions wherever he 
went, for thefe people, being accounted facred, and re- 
garded with a certain religious awe, as being in the im- 
mediate fervice of their prophet, till now ufed to pafs in- 
violate wherever they were going, however unfcttled the 
^mes, or however itenderly attended. 

Every 
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Every thing was now ready, Mr. Bruce's inftfuments 
and baggage packed up, and the 25fh of Auguft fixed 
when they flicxild begin their journey to Atbara. Mai 
hornet, who paffed a great part of his time at Mr. Bruce's 
hoofe, had not been fccn by them for fcveral days, which 
they did not think extraordinary, being bufy themfelvcs, 
and knowing that his trade demanded continual attend- 
ance on the great people ; but they were exceedingly 
furprifed at hearing from his black Soliman, that he and 
all his equipage had fet out the night of the 20lh for 
Atbara. This they found afterwards was at the earned 
perfuafiofi of the king, and was at that time a heavy dif- 
appointment to Mr. Brucc^ however fortunate it turned 
out afterwards. 

\Thc night of the 25th, which was to have been that - 
of their departure, Mr. Bruce fat late in his room up 
ftairs, in the back, or moft private part of their houfe. 
His little company was holding with him a moft me] an* 
choly council on what had fo recently happened, and, 
in general, upon the unpromifing face of their a£^airs. 
Their (ingle lamp was burning very low, and fuggefted to 
them that it was the hour of fleep, to which, however, 
none of them were very much inclined. Georgis, a 
Greek, who, on account of the forenefs of his eyes had 
fraid below in the dark, and had fallen afleep, came 
running up ftairs in a great fright, and told them he 
had l)een wakened by the noife of men endeavouring to 
force open the door ; that he hearkened a little, and found 
there >vere many of them. Their arms were all ready, 
and they fnatched them up and ran towards the door • 
but Mr. Bruce ftopt, and planted them /Upon the firft 
landing-place in the ftair-cafe, as he wiftied not to fire 
till the enemy was fairly in the houfe, that no excufe 
might remain for this their violation of hofpitality. By 
this time, the aflailants had forced the outer g?te, and 
were then in the lodge, endeavouring to do the fame by 
the inner, having put a handfpike under it to lift it up 
from the hinges. *' Are you not madmen, (faid Mr. 
Bruce) and weary of your lives, to attempt to force 
Adelan's houfe, when there are within it men abund- 
antly provided with large fire-arms, that, upon one did 
charge through the door, will lay you all dead where 

you 
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you now (land ?" ♦* Stand by from the door, (cries 
Ifmael) and let me fire. Thefe black Kafrs don't yet 
know what my blundcrbufs is." They had been filent 
from the lime Mr. Bruce had fpoken, and had with- 
xlrawn the handfpike from under the door. " Ullah 1 
Ullah I (cries one of them foftly j how found you fleep ! 
we have been endeavouring to waken you this hour. The 
Jcing is ill ; tell Yagoube to come to the palace, and open 
the door inftantly." " Tell the king f (aid Mr. Bruce) 
xo drink warm water, and I will fee him in the morn- 
ing." At this time one of Mr. Bruce*s fervants fired a 
pillol in the air out of an upper window, upon which 
they all ran off. They feemed to be about ten or twelve 
in number, and left three handfpikes behind them. The 
i\oife of the piflol brought the guard, or patrole, in 
' about half an hour, who carried mtelligence to the Sid 
^1 Coom, our traveller's friend, by whom he was in- 
formed in the morning, that he had found them all out, 
and put them in irons ; that Mahomet, the king's fer- 
vant, who met them at Teawa, was one of them ; and 
that there was no poffibility now of concealing this from 
Adelan, who would order him to be impaled. 

Things were now come to fuch a crifis that Mr. Bruce 
was determined to leave his inilruments and papers wiih 
Kittou, Adelan's brother, or with the Sid el Coom, 
while he went to Shaddly to fee Adelan. But firft he 
thought it neceffary to apply to Hagi Belal to try what 
funds they gO^ld raife to provide the neceffaries for their 
journey. Mr, Bruce fhewed him the letter of Ibrahim, 
the Englifli broker of Jidda, of which before he had re- 
/Ceived a copy and repeated advices, and told him he 
fhould want 200 fequins at leaft, for his camels and prc- 
vifions, as well as for fome prefents that he fhould have 
occaiion for, to make his. way to the great men in At- 
bara. Never was furprife better counterfeited than by 
this man. He held up his hands in the utmoft aftonifh- 
jnent, repeating, 200 fequins I over twenty times, and 
alked Mr. Bruce if he thought money grew upon trees at 
Sennaar, that it was with the utmoft difficulty he could 
fpare him 20 dollars, part of vyhich he mull borrow from 
a friend. 

The 
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This was a ftroke that fcemed to infurc Mr, Brace's 
deflrudicn, no other rcfource being now left. They 
were already indebted to Hagi Eelal twenty dollars for 
provifion ; they had feven mouths to feed daily ; and as 
they had neither meat, money, nor credit, to continue 
at Sennaar was impoffible. They had feen, a few nights 
before, that no houfe could proteft them there ; and to 
leave Sennaar was, in their fituation, as impoflible as to 
flay there. They had neither camels to carry their pro- 
vilions and baggage, nor fltins for their water, nor, in- 
deed, any provilions to carry, nor money to fupply them 
with any of thefe, nor knew any perfon that could give 
them afliftance nearer than Cairo, from which they were 
then diflant about 17^ of the meridian, or above 1000 
miles in a Ilraight line *, great part of which was through 
the moft barren, unliofpitable deferts in the world, defti- 
tute of all vegetation, and of every animal that had the 
breath of life. Hagi Belal was inflexible; he began 
now to be weary of our travellers, to fee them but feldom, 
and there was great appearance of his foon withdrawing 
himfelf entirely. 

Mr. Bruce's fervants began to murmur; fomeof them 
had known of his gold chain from the beginning, and 
thefe, in the common danger, imparted what they knew 
to the reft. In ihort, he refolved, though very unwil- 
lingly, not to facrifice his own life and that of his fer- 
vants, and the finiihing his travels, now fo far advanced, 
to childifti vanity. He determined therefore to abandon 
his gold chain, the honourable recompen«e of a day full 
of fatigue and danger. Whom to intruft it to was the 
next confideration ; and, upon mature deliberation, he 
found it could be to nobody but Hagi Belal, bad as he 
had reafon to think he was. Howiever, to put a check 
upon him, he fent for the Sid el Coom, in whofe pre- 
ferce he repeated his accufation againft Belal ; he read 
the SerafF's letter in his favour, and the feveral letters 
that Belal had written him whilft he was at Gondar, de- 
claring his acceptance of the order to fumifti him with 
money when he ihould arrive at Sennaar; and he up- 
braided him in the ftrongeft ter^ with duplicity and 
breach of faith. 

But 
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But all that he could fay was very far fhort of the^ 
▼iolent expoftulation from the Gindi that immediately 
followed. He gave Hagi Belal many not obfcure 
hints, that he looked upon this injury as done to himfelf, 
and would repay him; 'that though he had done this 
to pleafe the Icing, the time might not be far off when 
that favour would be of very little ufe to him ; on the 
•contrary, might bcareafon for ftripping him of all he 
had in the world." The force of thefe arguments feemed 
to ftrike Hagi Belal's imagination very powerfully. 
He even offered to advance 50 fequins, and to fee if he 
could raife any more among his friends. The Gindi (a 
rare inftance in that country) offered to lend him fifty. 
But the Ay^ was now caft, the chain had been produced 
and feen, and it. was become exceedingly dangerous to 
carry fuch a quantity of gold in any fliapc alonff with 
him. He therefore confented to fell it to Hagi Belal 
in prefence of the Gindi, and they immediately fet 
about the purchafe of nrceflTaries, with this provifo, that 
if Adelan, upon Mr. Bruce's going to Shaddly, did 
furnilh him with camels and neceflaries, fo much of the 
chain Ihould be ^^turned. 

It was the 5th of September that they were all pre- 
pared to leave this capjral of Nubia, an inhofpitable coun- 
try from the beginning^ and which, eveiy day they 
continued in it, had engaged them in greater difficulties 
and dangers. They flattered themfelves, that, once dif- 
en^a^ed from this bad ftep, the greateft part of their fuf- 
ferings was over; for they apprehended nothing but 
from men, and, with very great reafon, thought they had 
feen the worft of them. 

In the evening Mr. Bruce received a meflage from the 
king to come dire^ly to the palace. He accordingly 
obeyed, taking two fervants along with him, and found 
him fitting in a little, low chamber, very neatly fitted 
up with chintz, or printed callico curtains, of a very 
gay and glaring pattern. He was fmoaking with a very 
long Pcrfian pipe through water, was alone, and feemed 
rather grave than in ill-humour. He gave Mr. Bruce 
nis hand to kifs as ufual, and after paufing a moment 
without fpeaking, (during which our traveller (landing 
before him) a ilave brought him a little itool, and fet it 
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down juft oppofite to him ; upon which he faid> in a 
low voice, fo that Mr, Bruce could fcarcely hear him, 
•* Fudda, fit down," pointing to the ftool. He fat down 
accordingly, *' You are going, I hear (fays he) to Ade- 
lan." Our traveller anfwered, *' Yes." " Did he fend for 
you?" He faid, "No; but, as he wanted to return to 
Egypt, he expected letters from him in anfwer to thofe 
he brought from Cairo." Kirrg, *« You are not fo gay 
as when you firft arrived here." Ta, ** I have had n© very 
great reafon." Their converfation was now taking a 
very laconic and ferious-turn, but he did not feem to un- 
derftand the meaning of what he faid laft. K, ** Adelan 
has fent for you by my deiire ; Wed AbrofF and all the 
Jehaina Arabs have rebelled, and will pay no tribute. 

• They fay you have a quantity of powerful fire-arms with 
you that will kill twenty or thirty men at a fhot." Ta. 
•* Say fifty or fixty, if it hits them," K. «' He is there- 
fore to employ you with your guns to puniflb thofe Arabs, 
and fpoil them of their camels, part of which he will 
give to yoq." Mr. Bruce prefently undeiftood what he 
meant, and only anfwered, ** I am a ftranger here, and 
defire to hurt no man. My arms are for my own defence 
againft robbery and violence." At thisinftant the Turk, 
Hagi Ifmael, cried from without the door, in broken 

• Arabic, "^ Why did not you tell thofe black Kafrs, you 
fent to Tob and murder us the other night, to ftay a little 
longer, and you would have been better able to judge 
what our fire-arras can do, without fending for us either 
to AbrofiFor Adelan. By the head of the prophet! let 
them come in the day time, and I will fight ten of the 
beft you have in Sennaar." K, '* The man is mad, but 
he brings me to fpeak of what was in my head when I 
defired to fee you. Adelan has been informed that Ma- 
homet, my fervant, who brought you from Teawa, has 
been guilty of a drunken frolic at the door of his houfe, 
and has fent foldiers -to take him to-day, with two or 
three others of his companions." JTa. «* I know nothing 
about Mahomet, nor do I drink with him, or give him 
drink. About half a fcore of people broke into Adelan's 
houfe in the night, with a view to rob and murder us, 
but I was not at the pains to fire at fuch wietches as 
thefe. Two or three fcrvants with flicks were all that 

were 
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were needful. I underftand, indeed, that Shekh Adelan 
is exceedingly difpleafed that I did not fire at them, and 
has fent to the Gindi, ordering him to deliver two of 
them to him to-morrow to be executed publickly before 
the door of his houfe on the market-day. But this, you 
know, is among yourfelves. I am very well pleafed none 
of them are dead, as they might have been, by niy hands 
or thofe of my people." K, " True ; but Adelan is not 
king, and I charge you when you fee him to afk for 
Mahomet's life, or a confiderable deal of blame will 
faH upon you. When you return back, I will fend 
him to gonduQ: you to the frontiers of Egypt/* Up- 
on this Mr. Bruce bowed, and took his leave. He 
went home perfedly determined what he was to do. He 
had now obtained from the king an involuntary fafe- 
^uard till he fhould arrive at Adelan's, that is, he 
was fure that, in hopes Mr. Bruce might procure a re- 
prieve for Mahomet, no trap would be laid for him 
on the road. He determined therefore to make the 
bed ufe of his time; and every thing being ready, they 
loaded the camels, and fent them forward that night 
to a fmall village called Soliman, three or four miles 
from Scnnaar ; and having fettled his accounts with 
Hagi Belal, he received back fix links, the miferable 
remains of one hundred and eighty-four, of which his 
noble chain once coniifted. 

This traitor kept him the few laft minutes to write a 
letter to the En^lifh at Jidda, to recommend him for the 
fervice he had done Mr. Bruce at Sennaaf ; and this 
he complied with, that he might inform the broker Ibra- 
him that he had received no money from his correfpon- 
dent, and give him a caution never again to truft Hagi 
Belal in fimilar circumftances. 

After leaving vSennaar, Mr. Bi:uce was overtaken on 
the road by a black flave, who at firft gave him fome 
apprehenfion, as he was alone with only one Barbarian, 
a Nubian fervant, by the fide of his camel, and was go- 
ing flovvly. Upon enquiry, he found him to be fent from 
Hagi Belal, with a baiket containing fome green tea and 
fugar, and four bottles of rack, in return for his letter. 
He fent back the meffenger, and gave the care of the. 
baiket to his own fer\'aQt ; and, about ten o'clock in the 
R 2 evening 
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evening of the 5th of September, they all met together 
joyfully at Soliman. 

On the 8ih of September, they kft the village of So*, 
liman, and about three o'clock in the afternoon came ta 
Wed el Tumbel, which is n a river, as the name vi^ould 
feem to fignify, but three villages fituiled upon a pool 
of water, nearly in a line from north to fouth. 

On the 4th of Oftober, after meeting with various ad- 
ventures in the courfe of their journey, but none of them 
of any material confequence, they arrived at Chcndi, or 
Chundi which is a large village, the capital of its diftrli^^ 
the government of which belongs, to Sittina, (as (he is 
called ) which fignifies the Miftrcfs, or the Lady, fhe being^ 
filler to Wed Ageeb, the princip'al of the Arabs in this 
country. She had been married, bat her huiband was 
dead. She had one fon, Idris Wed el Faal, who was to 
fucceed to the government of Chendi upon his mother's^ 
death, and who, in effed, governed all affairs of his kia- 
dred already. 

Chendi has in it about 2^0 houfes, which are not all 
built contiguous, fome of the beft of them being feparate, 
and that of Sittina's is half a mile from the town. 1 here 
are two or three tolerable houfes, but the reft of them 
are miferable hovels, built of clay and reeds. Sittina 
gave Mr. Bruce one of thefe houfes, which he ufed for 
keeping his inftruments and baggage from being pilfer* 
ed or broken ; he flept abroad in the tent, and it was even 
there hot enough. The women of Chendi are ef teemed 
the moft beautiful in Atbara, and the men the greatjeft 
cowards* This is the charafter they bear among their 
countrymen, but they had little opportunity of verifying 
cither. 

On their arrival at Chendi they found the people verf 
much alarmed at a phaenomenon, which, though it oftei* 
happens, by (bme Itrange inadvertency had never been 
obferved, even in this ferene fky. The planet Venus 
appeared joining with u^idiminifhed light ail day, in de- 
fiance of the brighteft fun, from which Ihe was but little 
diftant. Though this phacnDmcnon be vifible every four 
years^ it filled all the people, both in town and cciuntry, 
with alarm. They flocked to Mr. Bruce in crowds from, 
all c^uarters to be fatisHed what it meant, and, when they 
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favv his telefcopes and quadraat, they could not be per- 
fuaded but that the ftar had become vifible by (bmc cor- 
refpondencc and intelligence with him, and for his ufe. 
The bulk of the people in all countries is the fame ; they 
never foretel any thing but evil. The very regular and 
natural appearance of this planet was immediately con- 
verted, therefore, into a fign that there would be a bad 
[larveft next year, and fcanty rains ; that Abou Kalec 
with an army would depofc the king, and over-run all 
Atbara ; whilft fome threatened Mr. Bruce as a principal 
©perator in bringing about thefe difafters* On the other 
hand, without feeming over-folicitous about his vindica- 
tion, he infinuated among the better fort, that this was 
a lucky and favourable fign, a harbinger of good fortune, 
plenty, and peace. The clamour upon this lubfided very 
much to his advantage, the rather, becaufe Sittina and 
her fon Idris knew certainly that Mahomet Abou Kalcc 
• was not to be in Atbara that year. 

On the 12 th of Oftober Mr. Bruce waited jupon Sit- 
tina, who received him behind a fcreen, fo that it was 
impoffible either to fee her figure or face ; he obferved, 
however, that there were appertures fo- managed in the 
fcreen that fhc had a perfect view of him. She expref^ 
fed herfelf with great politenefs, talked much upon the 
terms in which Adelan was with the king, and wonder- 
ed exceedingly how a white man like him (hould ven- 
ture fo far in fuch an ill-governed country. ** Allow 
me, Madam, (faid Mr. Bruce) to complain of a breach 
of hofpitality in you, which no Arab has been yet guilty 
of towards me," •' Me ! (faid fhe) that would be ftrangc 
indeed, to a man that bears my brother's letter. How 
can that be!" " Why you tell me. Madam, that I am 
a white man, by which I know that you fee me, without 
giving me the like advantage. The queens of Sennaar 
did not ufe me fo hardly ; I had a full fight of them 
without having ufed any importunity." On this fhe 
broke out into a great fit of laughter ; then fell into a 
converfation about medicines to make her hair grow, or 
rather to hinder it from falling off. She defired Mr. 
Bruce to come to her the next day ; that her fon Idris 
would be then at home from the Howat, and that he very - 
R 3 mach 
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much widied to fee him. She that day fent them plenty 
of provifions from her own table. 

On the 1 3tk it was fo exceffively hot that it was im- 
poflible to fufierthc burning fun. The poifonous fimoom 
blew likewife as if it came from an oven. Their eyes 
were dim^ their lips cracked^ their knees tottering, their 
throats perfeftly dry, and no relief was found from drink- 
ing an immoderate quantity of water. 1 he people ad- 
vifed Mr* Bruce to dip a fponge in. vinegar and water,, 
and hold it before his mouth and nofe, and this greatly, 
relieved him. In the evening he went to Sittlna. Upon 
entering the houfe, a black flave laid hold of him by the 
hand, and placed him in a pafTage, at the end of which- 
were two oppofite doors. Mr. Briice did not well know 
the rcafon of this;, bui ftaid only a few minutes, when- 
he heard one of the doors at the end of the paffage open,, 
and Sittina appeared magnificently dreifed, with a. kind 
of round cap of folid gold upon die crown of het head« 
all beat very thin, and hung round with fequins > with a. 
variety, of gold chains, folitaires, and necklaces of the 
fame metal, about her neck. Her tiair was plaited in^ 
ten or twelve fmall divifions like tails, which hung dowBi. 
below her waift, and over her was thrown a common 
cotton white garment. She had a purple filk ftole, or 
fcarf, hung very gracefully upon her back, brought again 
round her waift, withgut covering her (houldersorarms. 
Upon her wrifts (he had two bracelets like handcufiB,, 
about half an inch thick, and two gold' manacles pf the- 
famc at her feet, fully an inch diameter, the moft difa- 
grecable and aukward part of her drefs, Mr. Bruce cx- 
peftcd fhc would have hurried through with fome affec- 
tation of Surprife. On the contrary, (he ftopt in the 
middle of the paffage, faying, in a very grave manner^. 
** Kifhalec, — how are you V* Mr. Bruce thought this 
was an opportunity of kiffing her hand, which he di'd 
without ner fhewingany fort of reluctance. *• Allow 
me as a phyfician. Madam, (faid Mr. Bruce) to fay one 
word." ohe bowed with her head, and faid, " Go in 
at that door, and I will hear you.'* The flave appear- 
ed, and carried him through a door at the bottom of the 
paffage into a room, while her miftrefs vanifhed in at 
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another door at the top, and there was the fcrecn he 
head iecn the day before, and the lady fitting behind it. 

She was a woman fcarccly forty, taller than the middle 
fize, had a very round, plump face, her m uthrathcr 
^argej very red lijps, the nncft teeth and eyes he had feen, 
but at the top or her nofe^ and between her eye-brows, 
fhe had a fmall fpeck made" of cohol or antimony, four- 
corner'd, and ot the fize of the Imalleft patches our 
women ufed to wear ; another rather longer upon the 
top of her nofe, and one on the middle of her chin. 

Sittina. " Tell me what you would fay to me as a 
phyfician." — Ta, •* It was. Madam, but in confeqnence 
of your difcourfe yefterday. That heavy gold, cap with 
which you prefs your hair will certainly be the caufc of 
a great part of it falling off." Sitt. *• I believe fo ; but 
I ihould catch cold, 1 am fo accuftomed to it, if I was 
to leave it off. Are you a man of name and family in 
your own country? Ta^ •* Of both. Madam.'* Situ- 
•• Are. the women handfome there ?" Ta.- •* The hand- 
famed in the world. Madam ; but they are fo good, 
and (a excellent in all other rcfpefts, that nobody thinks 
at all of their beauty, nor do they value themfelvcs upon 
it."* Sitt, " And do they allow yot to kifs their hands ?" 
Ta. ** I underftand you. Madam, though you have 
midaken me- There is no familiarity ih-kiffing hands,. 
it is a mark of homage, and diftant refpe^ paid in my 
country to our fovereigns, and to hone earthly befides." 
Sat. " O yes! but the kings." Ta. *• Yes, and the" 
queens too always on the knee. Madam;. I faid our' 
'fovereigns, meaning both king and queen. On- her 
part it IS a mark of gracious condefcenfion, in favour of 
rank, merit,, and honourable behaviour; it is a. reward- 
for dangerous and difEcult fervices, above all other 
compenUtion.** Sitt. " But do you know that no man 
ever kifled my hand but you ?" Ta. ** It is impoffibe I 
fhould know that, nor is it roateriaL- Of this I am 
confident, it was meant refpedfuUy,. cannot hurt yon, 
and ought not to offend you." SHU *' It certainly has 
done neither, but I wi(h very much Idris my fon would 
come and fee you, as it is on his account I drefled my- 
felf to-day." Ta. " I hope. Madam,, when I do fee* 
himhcwUl think of feme way of forwarding^ me fafisly. 

tO' 
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to Farbar, in ray way to Egypt." Si/t. *' Safely! God 
forgive you! you are throwing yourfelf away wantonly, 
idris himfelf, king of this country, dares not undertake 
fuch a journey. But why did not you go along with 
Mahomet Towalh ? He fct out only a few days ago for 
Cairo, the fame way you are going, and has, believe, 
taken all the Hybeers witlf him. Go call the porter,'* faid 
ftie to h?r flave. When the porter came, *• Do you 
know if Mahomet Towalh is gone to Egypt V *• I 
know he is gone to Barbar, fays tne porter, the two Ma- 
homets, and Abd el Jelleel, the Bifhareen, are with 
him." •• Why did he take all the Hybeers ?" faid Sk- 
tina. ** The men were tired and difcouraged, (anfwer- 
ed the porter) by their late ill-ufage from the Cubba- 
beelh, and, being flrippcd of every thing, they wanted 
to be at home,*' Sut, *' Somebody elfe will oficr, but 
you muft not go without a good man with you ; I will 
not fuffer you. Thefe Bifhareen are people known 
here, and may be trufted ; but while you ftay let me fee 
you every day, and if you want any thing, fend by a 
fervant of mine. It is a tax, I know, improperly Ijud 
upon a man like you, to alk for every neceflary, but 
Id'ris will be here, and he will provide you better." He 
went away upon this convenation, and foon found, 
that Mahomet Towalh had fo well followed the direc- 
tion of the Mek of Sennaar, as to take all the Hybeers, 
or Guides of note with him on purpofe to difappoint 
Mr. Bruce. 

Chendi is inlat. i6* 38' 35'' north, and s^^ 14' 45^' 
caft of the meridian of Greenwich. 
'On the 20th of Odlober, in the evening, they left 

' Chendi, and refted two miles from the town ; "and, on 
. the 9th of November, having received all the aflurances 
poflible from Idris, the guide whom Mr. Bruce had en- 
gaged at Chendi, that he would live and die with them, 
after having repeated the prayer of peace, they put on 
the beft countenance poffible, and committed themfelves 
to the defert. There were Ifhmael the Turk, two 
Greek fervants befides Georgis, who was almoft blind 
and ufelefs. Two Barbarins, who took care of the 
camels, Idris, and a young man, a relation of his/ who 
joined him at Barbar, to return home s in all nine per- 

■" fonsj 
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fons, eight only of whom were effe^ive. They r/ere ail 
well-armed with blundcrbuflfes, fwords, piftols, and 
idouble- barrelled guns, except Idris and his lad, wlia 
liad lances, the only arms they could ufe. 

On the 14th, they were at once furprifed and terrified 
by a fight furely one of the moft raagn'ficent in the 
world. In that vaft expanfe ofdefert, from W. and to 
N. W. of them, they faw a number of prodigious piU 
*' larsoffandat different diftanccs, at times, moving witli 
great celerity, at others ftalking on with a majeftic flow- 
nefs; at intervals they thought they were coming mat 
very few miiwiiea to overwhelm ihem ; and fmall quanti- 
ties of fand did adaally more than once reach them. 
Again they would retreat fo as to be almoft out of fight, 
their tops reaching to the very clouds. There the tops 
often feparated from the bodies i and thcfe, once dif- 
joined, difperfed in the air, and did not appear more^ 
Sometimes they were broken near the middle, as if flruclc 
with a large cannon Ihot. About noon they began to- 
advance with confiderable fwiftnrfs upon them, the. 
wind being very ftrong at north. Eleven of them ranged 
along (idc of th'em, about the diftance of three miles. 
The greateft diameter of the largefl appeared to Mr. 
Bruce at that diflance as if it would mcafure ten feet. 
They retired from them with a wind at S. E. leaving an 
impreffion upon our. traveller's mind to which he caa 
give no name, though furely one ingredient in -it was 
fear, with a confiderable deal of wonder and aftonifh- 
ment. It: was in vain to think of flying; the fwifteft 
horfe, or fafteft failing (hip, could be of no ufe to carry 
them out of this danger, and the full perfuafion of this 
* rivetted him as if to the foot where he flood, and he 
let the camels gain on him to much in his ftate of lamei. 
nefs, that it was with fome difficulty he could overtake 
them. .. . ' 

From this day, fubordination, though not entirely 
ceafed, was faft on the decline ; all was difcontcnt, 
murmuring, and fear. Their water was greatly dimi- 
nifhed, and that terrible death by thirfl began to flare 
them in the face, and this was owing in a great 
meafure to their own imprudence, Ifhmael, who had 
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been left centinel over the (kins of water, had flept fo 
foundly, that this had given an opportunity to a luco- 
rory to 'open one of the Ikins that had not been touched, 
and fervc himfflf out of it at his own difcretion. Mr. 
Eruce fuppofes, that, hearing fomcbody ftir, and fearing 
rfetcdion, he had withdrawn himWf as fpeedily as pof- 
fible, without taking time to tie the mouth of the girba, 
which they found in the morning with fcarce a quart of 
water in it. 

The phaenomenon of the Simoom, unexpedcd by 
them, though forefeen by Idris, caufed them aH to 
relaple into the greateft defp.ondency. It ftill conti- 
'nued to blow, fo as to exhauft them entirely, though 
the blaft was fo weak as fcarcely would have raifed a 
kaf from the ground. At twenty minutes before 
five the Simoom ceafed, and a comfortable and cooling 
breeze came by ft arts from the north, blowing five or 
fix minutes at a time, and then falling calm. 

That defert, which did not afford inhabitants for the 
aflTiltance or relief of travellers, had greatly more than 
fafnclent for dcxiroying them. Larg^ tiibcs of Arabs, 
tvro or three thoufand, encamped together, were can- 
toned, as it were, in different places of this defert, where 
there was water enough to fcrve their numerous herds 
of cattle, and thefe, as their occjifion required, traverfed 
in parties all that wide expanfe of folitude, from the 
mountains near the Red Sea eaft, to the banks of the Nile 
on the weft, according as their feveral dcfigns or necef- 
fitics required. Thefe were Jaheleen Arabs, thofe cruel, 
barbarous fanatics, that deliberately (bed fo much blood 
during the time they were cftablifhing the Mahometan 
religion. If it had been their lot to fall amoQg thefe 
people, and it was next to a certainty that they were at 
that veiy inftant furrrounded by them, death was cer- 
tain, and their only comfort was, that they could die 
but once, and that to die like men was in their own op- 
tion. Indeed, without confidering the bloody charader 
which thefe wretches naturally bear, there could be no 
leafon for leWng them live : 1 hey could be of no fervice 
to them as flaves ; arid to have fent them into Egypt, 
after having firft rifled and deftroyed their goods, could 

not 
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not be done by them but at a great expcnce, to which 
well-inclined people only could have been induced from 
charity, and of that laft virtue they had not even heard 
the name. Their only chance then remaining was, that 
their number might be fo fmall, that, by our travellers 
great fupcriority m fire-arms and in courage, they might 
turn the misfortune upon the aggreflbrs, deprive rhem of 
their camels and means of carrying water, and leave them 
fcattered in the defert, to that death which either of them, 
without an alternative, muft fuffcr. However, they were 
lucky enough not to meet with any of thofe barbarians. 

On the 2 2d, their camels were reduced to five, and it 
did not feera that thefe were capable of continuing their 
journey much longer. In that cafe, no remedy remained, 
but that each man fliould carry his own water and prc- 
vifions. Now, as no one man could carry the water he 
(hould ufe between well and well, it was more than pro- 
bable that diftance would be doubled by fome of the 
wells being found dry ; and if that was not the cafe, yet, 
as it was impoflible for a man to carry his provifions 
who could not walk without any burden at all, their 
fituation feemed to be moft defperate. 

On the 27th, at half paft five in the morning, they 
attempted to raife their camels by every method that they 
could devife, but all in vain, only one of them could 
get upon his legs, and that one did not Hand two mi- 
nutes tUl he kneeled down, and could never be raifed. 
afterwards. Every way they turned themfelves, death 
now ftared them in the face. They had neither time nor 
ftrength to wafte, nor provifions to fupport them* They 
then took the fmall fkins that had contained their water, 
and filled them as far as they thought a man could carry 
them with eafe ; but after all thefe (hifts, there was not 
enough to ferve them three days, at which he had efti- 
inated their journey to Syenc, which ftill however was 
uncertain. Finding, therefore, the camels would not 
rife, they killed two of them, and took fo much flelh 
as might ferve for the deficiency of bread, and, from 
the ftomach of each of the camels, got about four gal- 
lons of water. The fmall remains of their miferable 
ftock of black bread and dirty water, the only fupport they 

had 
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had hitherto lived on amidft the burning fands, and 
their fpirits likewife were exhaufted by an uncer- 
tainty of their journey's end. They were furrounded 
among thofe terrible and unufual phaenomena of nature 
which Providence, ' in mercy to- the weaknefs of his 
creatures, has concealed far from their fight in deferts 
almoft inacceffible to them. Nothing but death was 
before their eyes; All Mr. Brace's papers, his quadrant, 
telefcopes, and time-keeper, were how to be abandoned 
to the rude and ignorant hands of robbers, or to be ba- 
ried in the fands. However, on the 29th, to their in- 
expreffible joy, they faw the palm trees at Affouan, and 
a quarter before ten arrived in a grove of palm-trees on 
the north of that city. 

They were not long arrived, before they received 
from the Aga about fifty loaves of fine wheat bread, and 
feveral large di(hes of dreft meat. But the fmell of 
thefe laft no fooner reached Mr. Bruce than he fainted 
upon the floor. He made feveral trials afterwards, with 
no better fuccefs, for the firft two days, nor could he 
reconcile hinafelf to any fort of food but toafted bread 
and coffee. His fervants had none of thefe qualms, 
for they partook largely and greedily of the Aga*s 
bounty. 

Mr. Bruce was obliged to keep his room five or fix 
days after his arrival ; but, as foon as got better, he 
and his fervants fet out on dromedaries, in order to 
recover liis baggage. The Aga had lent four fervants 
belonging to his ftables to accompany them ; aftive, 
lively, and good-humoured fellows. About twelve 
o'clock, they got into a valley, and hid themfelves in the 
lowed part of it, under a bank, for the night was ex- 
ceeding cold ; Mr. Bruce was afraid, that they had 
paired his baggage in the dark, as none of them were 
perfedly fure of the place; but as foon as light came« 
they recovered their trad as frefli and entire as when 
they made it. After having f^one about half an hour in 
their former foottlj^ps, they had the unfpeakable fatif- 
faftion Uf find the q ia-lrant and whole baggage ; and by 
them the bodies ot their flaughtered camels, a fmall 
part of one of them having been torn by the haddaya, or 
kite. 

Mr. 
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Mr. Bruce, after having received a very kind recep- 
tion at this place, on the i ith of December, fet out for 
Cairo, where he arrived on the 10th of January, 1773. 
After fome ft ay there, he proceeded to Alexandria^ 
where he arrived without any thing material occuring. 
At length, our traveller happily reached Marfailles^ 
where he finiflies the account ot his travels. 



THE END. 
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A WORK, comprehending the Ancient and Modern History of fte 
British Islandi, their Topography, Natural History, Conunerce, Agri- 
culture, and Civil and Domestic Economy, deduced trom authentic 
Sources, sufficiently ample, without being unnecessarily diffuse, had long 
been a Desideratum in English literature ; and it was with a view of 
•applying this defect, that the present Work was undertaken. 

It will readily be admitted, a perfect acquaintance with the local 
History and internal Advantages .of oor. Native Country, is one of the 
most useful, ornamental, and desirable branches of human I^owledge ; 
and there is not, perhaps, a Country in the World more generally inte- 

. Testing to the Scientific Observer, than that of Great Britain. 

In order to render this Work as perfect and useful as possible, cor- 
rect Maps, and accurate Itineraries, have been considered indispensably 
iieeessary.— -In treating of the Anient Hutory of our Island, the most 
aathentic accounts only have been detailed, avoiding mere speculation ', 
and, in describing Monuments qf Antiquity, their present appearance, 
with the opinions of the learned upon their origin, have been deemed 
sufficient— The Topographical Descriptions have been drawn from the 
best works upon the subject, fjron^ original materials, and from actual 
•bservatjon. No pains have been spared in producing authentic his- 
torical accounts^ of the Ancient, and Present State of every part of the 
Country. The Name of every Eminent Native will be found re- 
corded with due respect, at the same time that the Work has not bee» 
much increased in size by Biographical Memoirs.— Tfte Natural His^ 
lory of the British Islands has claimed particular attention, and details 
have been entered into, as amply as thenatuse of the Work would allow. 
Great care has been taken with the Ltxal Trade and Manufactures of 
tvery part of Great Britain; and no opportunity has been omitted fo 
point out favourable situations for the exercise of Industry, and the bc- 

N neficial application of Capital. — And, the Science of ^gWcttZ/Mr^, which 
has been so considerably benefited by the Publication of the valuable 
'•AGRICULTURAL REPORTS OF GREAT BRITAIN," ua^er the 
auspices of the Bpard of Agricultyr?, ^iil be found to have received 
that share o^ tiojn^ n'nicfTthe importance of the subject demands. 

The -Work has received particular approbation, from 

.each C a into Easy Journies ; by which means, Persons^ 

eit' .oot, have the opportunity of viewing maDy Beau* 

.sc might be missed* ^ 
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BRITISH 
CONSTITUTIONAL CLASSICS, 

Complete in Faviy-five NumherM^ Price U.Gd, each, 

FORMING SEVEN ELEGANT VOLUMES, 

BEING A LIBRARY OF 
HISTORICAL AND CONSTITUTIONAL INFORMATION. 



This Edition is printed in an elegant Pocket Size, on a beautiful wove 
Papery of a «e:o Fabric, hot-pressed, with a ne^ and clear Type. 
Each Number containing FowrxSh^^Uqf Leller-press, or (^4 Pages ; and, 
from its unexampled elegance and convenient size, has an advantage over 
every former Edition of the fVorks comprised uiitkin this Classificution, ^• 

This Complete £d|tion of the Constitutional Culssics consists of the 
following Works: via. 

I. 

BLACKSTONE's COMMENTARIES on the LAWS 
of ENGLAND, 

Complete in Twenty-eight Numbers. 
This Edition contains the pnre text of BlackstomC, as printed from the last 
Edition revised by himsflf ; but the subsequent Statutes, as t?a as they vary 
the propositions in the text, are fully given in tlie Notes; and all other judicial 
determinations, which alter or qualify the Ajithor's original sentiments, are 
correctly pointed out, and referred to\ fio tbsit this Edition is what the Anther 
intended, a Bonk t^f ElfmwnU atid Principle*^ and yet exhibiting the actual ' 
shape and l>ody of the Law, brought downto, and eeeigting at the present day, 
>— The Notes, therefore, are upon the same plan as the Woric Itself; that is, 
not branching cut into unnecessary detail, or dilating upon the technical prac- 
tice of the Courts, but embodying only the new Laws, principles, and judicial 
determiuations, introduced and acknowledged by the L^islature, since the last 
edition. 

A copiohs Index, digested on an entirely new plan, is annexed, and gives 
U a decided Buperioritv over all other Editions of Blackstone, which are so 
essentially defective in Oils material requisite of a Book of Study and Reference. 
— A fine Portrait of Blackstone, with his Life, is prefixed to the first Number. 

ir. 
DE LOLME ON THE ENGLISH CONSTITUTION, 

ComplHe in Five Numbers. 

nHh^ork is^a•knowledged to be a most luminous and masterly arrangement ef 
ffl^llnciples of the Britisl^ Constitution.'^The Author, being a foreigner, had 
escaped the contagion of party passions, and had no prejudice to indulge en any 
Bide. Neither Whig nor Tory, Aristocrat nor RepnUican, he viewed the 
mighty fabric of our Government with impartial reverence, and delineated all 
its parts with sacred truth. 

' The present ig printed from his last corrected Edition ; to which a few Notes 
'are appended, bringing the history of the Constitution down to the present 
tlme.-^A fine Portrait of De Lolme, with his Life, is preiiaed to the First 
Kumber. 
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rn. 
LOCKE ON GOVERNMENT, . 

Complete in. Thrte Nvmberi* 

or LOCKE on GOVEAMMKNT, wbich waatbe stone upon wkkh was fousded, 
reared, an*! establiahed, the glorioitt Revolation in 1688, all pzaise would be 
superfluous. It developes with the most masterly skill, the-prindples of all 
Governments, and the claims of EnglisfamMi to a Free Constitution. Ii shows, 
that obedience to Ciril GoTflmmeat is tobmisston to the will of God; and that* 
bjrtbo Laws of England, Libert jr, PobUc Prosperity, and Private Happiness, 
are inseparably coantcled* 

IV. 

JUNIUS'S LETTEES, 

Compete in Five J^umhers, 
Upon these celebrated LirrTsaa, nothSni; la the ratnre of pane gyric, needs b# 
attempted. They are certainly not without oenstdersMe^ylrulence aad asperity ; 
but they cwitatn tbe most solid principles of political wisdom and constitutional 
learning. Ttiis Work is not only worthy of being read for its profound and 
manly exposition of the grounds of British liberty, but for the peculiar elegance, 
and polished poignancy of the style in which it is written. 

V. 

BURKE'S REFLECTIONS ON THE FRENCH 
REVOLUTION, 

CSontplete in Four Numbert* 

BURKE'S REFLECTIOKS close tbia Series ;— which appeared, irhen tirecoft- 
Tulsions of the French Revolution shook the Globe like an earthquake, and 
which, by the unrivalled charm of its reason and eloquence, queocbed the thirst 
for innoTatioD, snd niieijcd the xiaittg itArm, which threatened to tear uafiom 
our homes, our liberties, our altars, and our GFod. 

This has always been deemed a most valuable vindication of our rights and 
liberties;— upholding equally the Church and State, the prerogative of the 
Throne, the claims of the privileged orders, and the liberty of the 8n1:o^t. Tbe 
Scholar should read it for its eloqueace,-«|he Statesmaaibr itBwifidom,->aBd 
all men for its vlrtne*^ 



Tbe BRITISH CONSTITUTIONAL CLASSICS are partfculariy 
aaended to tbe Heads of Seminmriea, and Famt'l£e« ; by adopting which, tbe 
trcea interest, and the moral and Intellectual improvement of the riHng gener<t' 
tion might be most effectually promoted, and their minds formed to a love and 
reverence of the laws iaf tb^r country, and a knowledge of its wise institutions. 

It irpresumed, the portdbitity and elegance of this Series will render it peea* 
Ilarly acceptable to the fiXtutenU of our UnivfirHties ;'-'ii H adapted to 
the leisure of a morning or evening widk, or to the contemplation of the i 
With the genera/ reader, these W<Nrks must have their full iniuenoe and i 
•—>he cannot but fie amply gratified in perusing the^ Classics, whose obj 
not to inculcate new fancies and opinions, h\A old €md estakUghedtnUb*^ vt;* 
nerable for tlieir age, and sacred for their utility, and to instrtust every l^vgHsh- 
man in those Rights and Duties, upon which his Public and Private welfare de- 
pend,— to cheriibh in him a genius Loyalty,— a manly love of his own Libertle% 
•^anda d\ie vidne of the glorious Constitution under which he lives* 



le gi^ . 
ob^fSCP-tft 






\ £a9h Work may UhetAiepwruMy is bo*rd^ lipvid, vr Uk Kwnben* 
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